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H       IS       T       O       R       Y 

OF      THE 

PEOPLE  called  QUAKERS, 


BOOK        IV. 

CHAP.      XV. 

Public  Affairs. — Rife  of  the  Separation  of  John 
Wilkinfon  and  JoJm  Story* — Caufes  thereof. — 
They  endeavour  to  form  a  Party,  and  caufe  a 
Divi/ion  in  Wejlmor -eland. — Friends  of  that 
County  refer  the  Matter  to  fo?ne  Friends  of  the 
neighbouring  Counties,  who  give  "Judgment 
againjl  the  Authors  of  the  Separation — Which  is 
confirmed  by  a  general  Meeting  at  Drawell. — 
The  Subjecl  of  this  Separation  brought  before 
the  yearly  Meeting. — William  Penn  writes  upon 
this  Subjecl. — Robert  Barclay  publifloes  his 
Anarchy  of  the  Ranters — Which  draws  upon 
him  the  Calumny  of  the  Party. — William  Rogers 
an  advocate  of  their  Caufe. — Publifoes  a  Book 
under  the  Title  of  The  Chriftian  Quaker. — 
Thomas  Elwood  and  George  Whitehead  reply 
thereto. — William  Rogers's  Challe?ige  to  the 
yearly  Meeting  accepted. — He  quits  London 
fuddenly. 

EVER  fmce  the    king   diflblved    the    Oxford  chap. 
parliament,    the    court   triumphing   in  the  de-     xv# 
preffion  of  the  country   party,  went  beyond  all  v-""v— -/ 
A  3  .     bounds  J™J: 
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chap,  bounds  of  moderation  ;    for  befides  the  violent 
xv      invafion  of   religious   liberty  in    the   opprefhve 

v-— v— >  perfecution  of  diifenters,  the  whole  power  of 
l683-  the  nation  being  wrefted  by  the  executive  part 
of  the  government  without  controul,  the  civil 
liberties  and  peculiar  privileges  of  the  fubje&s 
were  not  left  uninfringed  by  the  hand  of  arbi- 
trary fway.  After  the  violence  committed  on 
the  citizens  of  London,  by  extorting  their 
charter  into  the  king's  hands,  the  other  corpo- 
rations were  prevailed  upon  to  deliver  up  theirs, 
and  accept  fuch  others  as  the  court  would 
grant;  for  after  the  city  of  London  had  been 
obliged  to  fubmif,  it  feemed  in  vain  for  any 
other  to  withitand  a  power  too  abfolute  to  be 
controuled.  But  although  the  ardor  of  opposi- 
tion was  damped,  it  was  not  extinguifhed,  but 
lay  as  embers  fmothered  in  the  aflies,  ready  to 
biirfl  into  a  flame,  whenever  it  mould  find 
vent. 

Many  of  the  country  party,  and  particularly 
their  leaders,  viewing  with  extreme  uneafinefs 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  government,  and 
confidering  the  liberty  and  property  of  thefub- 
jec~t  as  lying  at  the  king's  mercy,  thought  it  re- 
quifite  that  fome .  meafures  mould  be  taken  for 
the  prefervation  thereof,  to  which  (it's  like) 
they  ftill  thought  the  excluuon  of  the  Duke  of 
York  neceffary,  and  for  this  purpofe  they  held 
feveral  confutations,  of  which  information  being 
given  to  government,  feveral  perfons  were 
taken  up,  tried,  and  executed  for  a  plot  againft 
the  King  and  the  Duke  of  York,  the  principal 
of  whom  was  Lord  Ruflfel,  fon  of  ihe  Earl  of 
Bedford,  who  having  fliewn  a  determined  zeal 
for  the  exclufion  of  the  duke  from  &e  crown, 
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is  thought  by  many  to  have  fallen  a  facrifice  tocHAP, 
the  refentment  of  the  court,  and  that  the  charge      xv- 
of  high  treaibn  was  not  legally  proved   againft  *• — *-**-' 
him  ;   much  lefs  againft  Algernon  Sidney,   Efq;     l683* 
who  aifo  loft  his  life  on  a  fcaffold,  on  account 
of  the  lame  plot. 

The  difcovery  of  this  plot,  whatever  it  was, 
and  the  executions  confeque'nt  thereto,  gave 
new  occafion  of  exultation  to  the  court  party, 
and  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  the  government 
and  perfecuting  magiftrates,  both  by  weaken- 
ing the  oppofite  party,  and  by  furnifhing  a 
plaufiblc  pretext  for  rigorous  meafures  under 
the  mafk  of  vigilance  for  the  public  fecurity, 
and  guarding  againft  plots.  Through  the  ran- 
cour of  party -prejudice  the  diifenters  in  general 
were,  by  the  reigning  party,  reprefented  as  re- 
bels and  plotters,  and  renewed  occafion  taken 
from  thence  to  proceed  againft  them  with  frefh 
vigour ;  and  the  Quakers  amongft  the  reft  fuf- 
fering  under  the  weight  of  additional  oppref- 
fion,  and  thinking  themfelves  called  upon  to 
take  away  the  occafion  fought  againft  them,  by 
exculpating  their  fociety  from  any  concern  in 
plotting  or  acting  againft  government,  prefented 
the  following  addrefs  : 

To    the    KING. 

"  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  People  commonly 
"  called  Quakers  : 

"  Oh  King, 

"  The  king  of  kings  and  lord  of  the  whole 

"  earth   incline  thy  heart   to   do   that  which  is 

"  juft  and  merciful   in  his  fight,   and   to  make 

"  fuch  clear  and  equal  diftin&ions,  as  that  the 

"  innocent 
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innocent  may  not  fuffer  in  any  cafe  for  the 

guilty,  that  it  may  ever  redound  to  thy  honour 

and  fafety,  and  thy  peaceable  fubjects  com- 
1683.     «  fort. 

"  Our  innocency,  love  and  good-will  to  thy 
"  perfon  and  the  government,  that  God  has 
"  committed  to  thee,  encourage  us  in  this  our 
"  humble  addrefs  and  application. 

"  Whereas  the  late  plot  againft  the  king,  and 
"  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  he.  is  made 
"  an  occafioii  to  perfecute  many  of  us  for  our 
"  religious  meetings  more  feverely  than  for- 
"  merly, 

"  We  do  folemnly  declare,  that  'tis  known 
to  the  Divine  Majefty,  and  the  all-feeing  wif- 
dom  whereby  king's  reign  and  princes  decree 
juftice,  that  our  manifold,   extreme  and  con- 
tinued fufFcrings,  being  only   on  a  religious 
account,    have   not  been   the  lead  motive   or 
provocation  to  us  to  defire,   much  lefs  to  con- 
trive, the  leaf!  hurt    either  to  thy  perfon  or 
government,   or  to  the  perfon  of  thy  brother 
the  Duke  of  York,  &c.     We  are  clear  in  the 
fight  of  God,  angels  and  men,  from  all  hel- 
lifh  plots  and  traiterous  confpiracies,  and  from 
all     murderous     defigns     and     undertakings 
againft    the  king,  his  brother,  or  any  perfon 
on   earth    whatsoever,    being   works    of    the 
devil     and    darknefs  ;     having     contrarywife 
learned  of  Chriit  Jefus  our  Lord,  by  his  light 
and  grace  in  our  hearts,  not  fo  much  as  by 
force  to  defend,  much  lefs  avenge  ourfelves 
for    injuries    done    us,    but   to    commit   our 
caufe    to  him    that   judgeth    righteoufly,    as 
;  peaceable  followers   of  our  Saviour  and  Re- 

"  deemer. 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  7 

<e  deemer,  in  his  patient  example  and  fufferings,  chap. 
"  who  is  the  prince  of  peace.  xv. 

"  O  king,  we  do  further  declare,  that  God  *— -v-*> 
"  Almighty  hath  taught  and  engaged  us  to  ac-  l683> 
"  knowledge  and  actually  to  obey  magiftracy 
"  (as  his  ordinance)  in  all  things  not  repug- 
"  nant  to  his  law  and  light  in  our  confciences, 
"  which  is  certainly  agreeable  to  the  holy  fcrip- 
"  tures,  and  admits  not  of  any  immoral  or  in- 
"  jurious  action.  And  that  even,  where  through 
"  tendernefs  of  confcience  we  cannot  conform, 
'•'  'tis  our  duty  patiently  to  fuffer,  and  not  to 
w  rebel  nor  feek  revenge.  And  we  hope,  by 
"  his  divine  grace,  ever  to  demean  ourfelves  as 
"  peaceable-minded  Chriftians,  in  our  converfa- 
"  tions  under  the  civil  government.  And  as 
"  we  do  fincerely  and  with  reverence  confefs  to 
"  divine  power  and  providence  in  thy  reftora- 
"  tion,  and  the  prefervation  of  thy  perfon  hi- 
"  therto,  fo  our  prayers  and  fupplications  are 
'*  to  the  Almighty  for  thy  future  fafety  and 
"  peace ;  and  that  in  a  thankful  remembrance 
*c  of  God's  great  mercies  towards  thee,  thou 
"  mayefl  be  thereby  obliged  to  mew  mercy,  and 
"  to  relieve  the  opprefied  from  thefe  unmerited 
"  alPiiclions  and  perfecutions,  which  a  great 
<c  number  of  us,  thy  peaceable  fubjccls,  do 
'*  even  at  this  day  fuller  under,  in  oar  perfons 
"  and  eftates,  not  only  by  laws  made  againir., 
"  but  alfo  by  laws  never  intended  againih  us ; 
"  and  which  is  more  extreme,  divers  feverifies 
"  of  late  have  been,  and  fliil  are  inflicted,  for 
"  which  no  colour  or  pretence  of  law  have 
"  been  or  can  be  alledged,  feveral  jails  being 
"  fo  filled  as  that  they  want  air,  and  many 
"  innocent    perfons    are    held  under    extreme 

"  dillrefs, 
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chap."  diftrefs,  without  regard  to  age,  fex  or  con- 
xv.     "  dition,  to  the  lofs  of  fome  lives  already,  and 

*~"~v--mJ  "  apparent  hazard  of  many  more,  if  not  to  the 
1683.  tt  endangering  infection  in  divers  cities  a::d 
"  places  in  this  nation ;  and  many  houfes, 
"  fhops,  barns  and  fields  are  ranfacked,  and 
"  fwept  of  goods,  corn  and  cattle,  tending  alfo 
"  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  trade  and 
"  hufbandry,  and  to  the  impoverishing  of  a 
"  great  number  of  quiet  and  induftrious  peo- 
"  pie,  and  for  no  other  caufe  but  for  their  re- 
M  ligious  worfhip,  and  the  exercife  of  their 
"  tender  confciences  towards  Almighty  God 
"  that  made  them,  who  is  the  fovereign  lord 
"  of  all,  and  king  in  men's  confciences. 

"  Therefore  we  humbly  intreat  thee,  O  king, 
"  in  princely  juftice,  chriftian  charity  and  com- 
"  paffion,  to  open  our  prifon  doors,  and  take 
"  off  our  bonds,  relieve  the  innocent  and  op- 
"  prefl  in  thy  land  that  fear  God,  and  (in  con- 
11  verfation)  truly  honour  the  king  ;  and  fuffer 
"  not  the  ruin  of  fuch  as  are  quiet  in  the  land, 
"  nor  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs,  for  their 
"  peaceable  confciences,  to  lie  at  the  door  of  a 
"  prince  profeffing  the  tender  and  compafli- 
"  onate  religion  of  Chrirl;.,, 

Although  the  king  (who  did  not  naturally  de- 
light in  crueltv)  feemed  affected  with  this  exhi- 
bition of  unreafonable  and  unmerited  fufferings, 
and  after  George  Whitehead,  A.  Parker,  G. 
Latey  and  F.  Camfield,  who  preferred  it,  were 
withdrawn,  expreiTed  himfelf  (as  they  were  in- 
formed) to  one  of  his  courtiers  (landing  by  : 
"  What  mail  we  do  for  this  people,  the  prifons 
"  are  full  of  them  ?"  The  party  to  whom  he  ad- 

drefled 
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drefied  this  query,  to  divert  his  attention  there-  chap. 
from,    drew  him  into    converfation    upon  fome      xv« 
other   tor.ick,   fo  that  little  or   no  relaxation  of ' — ^~*-/ 
the  oppreflive   meafures   reiuited   from  this  ad-     l683- 
drefs,    nor  during  the  remainder    of  this    mo- 
narch's reign. 

While  the  people   called  Quakers   were  thus  Rife  of  the 
harraffed  by  perfection  from  others,  there  had  ^P-y^10" 
arifen   a  diifent   among  themfelves,   which    was  wiikinfon, 
now  of  fome  years   (landing.     It  took   its  rife  £!'n  Stoiy' 
from    a   difference   of  fentiment  in   relation  to 
church  difcipline,  a  matter  not  eafily  fettled,  fo 
as  to  guard  againft  the  fubjeciing  of  conscience  caufes 
to  an  undue  ecciefiaftical  authority  on  one  hand, thfrcof- 
or    an    unlimited     liberty    introducing    anarchy 
and  confufion  on  the  other.     And  although  the 
difcipline   eftablifhed   among  this  people  appears 
calculated  to   avoid  each  extreme,  as   it  relates 
to   moral   conduct  more  than  to  nice  fpeculative 
points  of  religion  ;   yet  almoft  from  its  firfl  eita- 
blifnment,    jealoufies   were    entertained    thereof, 
and  the  eftablifhment  oppofed  by  feveral   of  the 
members  from  different  motives  :    By  fome  from 
difguft,  becaufe  they  could  not  obtain  that-  pre- 
eminence   among    their    brethren    which    they 
wilhed  for,  without  merit  to  procure  it,  nor  ob- 
tain fuch  weight   of  influence   over   their  meet- 
ings, as  to  carry  things  always  as  they  defired  ; 
by  others  from   a  want  to  take  a  greater  latitude 
ot   conduct   rhan   the   felf-denying   principles  of 
the  fociety  allowed  ;    to  refrain  the  attendance  of 
religious  meetings  for  fear  of  human  penalties, 
and  pay  tithes  and  fuch -like  demands  to  evade 
fuffering.     Thefe    were    averfe    to    a    difcipline 
circumfcribing  their  conduct  within  limits  they 
were  inclined  to  tran  fgrels,  and  for  which  they 

did 
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chap,  did  not  wifh  to  come  under  cenfure  or  controul. 
xv.     Others  rniftook  a  regulation  folely  defigned  to 
*-*""* — '  guard   the  practice  of  the  members  from  enor- 
I(575-    mity,  and   in   a  regularity  of  life  and  manners, 
confident  with  the  purity  of  their  profeffion,  for 
an  attempt  to  force  upon  confcience  an  unifor- 
mity of  worfhip,    and   fpeculative  notions,  and 
to  fubject  them  to  ecclefiaftical  power.     Thefe 
apprehenfions  fecretly   fpreading   in  the  hearts, 
and  private  converfations  of  the  dinatisfied,  at 
length  broke  out  in  a  public  oppofition  to  the 
body  of  the  fociety,  and  chiefly  to  the  molt  dif- 
tinguifhed  members  thereof. 

The  leaders  of  this  oppofition  were  two  north- 
countrymen,  John  Wilkinfon  and  John  Story ; 
who  having  appeared  as  minifrers,  and  not 
keeping  in  the  humility  becoming  their  flations, 
but  thinking  of  themfelves  more  highly  than 
they  ought  lo  think,  began  to  confider  them- 
felves as  elders  worthy  of  pre-eminence,  and  to 
look  for  greater  deference,  than  the  mofl  fenfible 
part  of  their  brethren  thought  it  right  to  pay 
them  ;  who  rather  warned  them  of  the  danger 
they  appeared  to  be  in,  of  lofmg  themfelves,  by 
indulging  an  afpiring  mind.  Such  admonitions 
were  very  ungrateful  and  mortifying  to  their 
pride,  and  perceiving  thereby  that  they  were 
not  in  the  honourable  eftimation  with  their  friends 
of  found  judgment,  which  they  affected,  they 
let  in  a  difguft  and  grudging  againft  them  ;  and 
They  en-  to  ftrengthen  themfelves,  endeavoured  to  gain 
form  a  adherents  from  amongfl  the  loofer  and  weaker 
party,  members  of  the  fociety,  by  foothing  doctrines  to 
the  favourers  of  libertinifm,  vilifying  the  reli- 
gious care  of  friends  to  preferve  them  in  an  or- 
derly and  chriftian  converfation  and  practice,  as 

an 
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an  impofition  on  their  gofpel  liberty  ;   and  by  c  h  a  p. 
wily  infinuations  to  the  more  fimple  and  honefl:,      xv. 
as  if  the  body  of  friends  were  apoftatized  from  ^"v-v-/ 
their  original  principles,  and  inftead  of  referring    1^1S- 
them  for   direction  to  the    light   in  themfelves, 
were    now  drawing  them  off  therefrom  to  the 
do&rines   of  men.     By  mch  means  drawing  a 
party  into  their  own  fentiments  and  views,  they 
caufed  a  rent  and  divinon  in  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing of  Weltmoreland,  to   which  they  belonged,  and  caufe 
The    judicious   members    of    this  meeting  withfndt'^flon 
pain  observing  the  dangerous  tendency  of  thefe  Quarterly 
proceedings,    to    deflroy    the   peace   of   fociety,  vvdtmor°c- 
and  to  introduce  contention  into  their  meetings,  1-»ld- 
eflabiiihed  for  edification ;  to  prevent    the  hurt 
and  wounding   the   peace  of  mind  naturally  re- 
sulting from  unedifying  difputes,  ufed  chriiiian 
endeavours  to  reclaim  them,  by  calm  reafoning 
to  convince  them  of  the  prejudicial  confequences 
of  their  litigious  proceedings  to  themlelves  and 
to  the  fociety,  by  earned  entreaties  to  return  to 
a  ftate    of   greater    humility    and   nearer  unity 
with  the  body   of  which  they   profeiVed   them- 
felves members  ;    but  all  their  endeavours  were 
fruftrated,  by  means   of    the  unreafonable  pre- 
judice which  they  had  imbibed  againfl   the   mod 
confiderable    members  of   their    own   meetings, 
and  of  the  focietv  at  large ;   looking  imon  it,  it's 

J  Cj        '  Ox  7 

like,  in  the  prevailing  vanity  of  their  minds,  as 
a  more  fplendid  htuation,  to  be  leaders  of  a 
party  in  the  wrong,  than  to  lofe  their  distinc- 
tion by  ranking  again  with  a  fociety,  amongfr. 
whom  the  fuperior  qualifications  of  many  mem- 
bers in  capacity  and  virtue  might  involve  them 
amongft  the  common  mafs,  and  with  whom 
their  credit,  they  imagined,  was  impaired  ;    fo 

that 
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chap  that  they  treated  all  the  well-meant  endeavours 
xv.     of  their  bell  friends,  for  their  own  and  the  gc- 
v-ry^  neral    good,    with   contempt,    and  perfifted   in 
l675-    thtir  oppofition  with  a  i'pirit  which  threatened 
Friend*  of   an  open   breach  ;   to  prevent  which,  if  poffible, 
land  endea-  the  quarterly  meeting  of  Weflmoreland  thought 
vourtohavejt  expedient  to   refer  the   cafe  to   the  judgment 
referred  to  of  unprejudiced  friends  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
indifferent  tjes    wno  hac|  ilac[  no  concern  in  the  differences 
the  neigh-  amongft    them,    and    accordingly    at   their    re- 
counts     Tje^   fix   °f  t^le   m°ft  eminent  and   judicious 
friends    of   Cumberland,    (amongft   whom    was 
John  Burnyeat,    from  whofe  narrative  this    ex- 
tract,  is  made)  and  feveral  of  Yorkfhire,   went 
over  to  a  meeting  appointed  by  the  faid  quar- 
terly meeting,  on  purpofe  to  hear  and  determine 
the   matter  of  difference  ;    but   their   opponents' 
would  not  appear,  though  duly  apprized  of  time 
and  place,  but  by  letter  refufed  to  come,  and 
difowned  the  meeting. 

Thefe  friends  of  the  adjacent  counties  being 
unwilling  to  come  to  a  judgment  without  hear- 
ing both  parties  concerned  face  to  face,  defired 
another  meeting,  to  which  friends  of  Wefl- 
moreland readily  affenting,  it  was  appointed  at 
Milthrop  next  day,  and  the  faid  mediators 
theinfelves  went  as  meffengers  to  Wilkinfon, 
Story  and  others,  to  defire  their  attendance  at 
the  meeting  ;  but  they  were  fo  elevated  in  their 
minds,  and  fo  confident  in  their  own  opinion, 
that  they  treated  them,  their  meffage  and  cor- 
dial advice,  with  flight  and  contempt ;  and  by 
their  reflections  and  conduct  manifefting  their 
fpirits  to  be  wrong,  and  that  they  were  not  by 
any  means  to  be  reconciled  to  their  friends,  or 
to  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  to  a  candid  and 

feber 
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fober  difcuffion  of  the  fubje&s  of  their  difcon-  chap. 
tent,  or  to  meet  the  complainants   face  to  face.      xv. 
The  friends   called  in  as  mediators  having  heard  'w-v — J 
them  in  fuch  manner  as  they  could,  proceeded     l675« 
to  give  a  fecond  hearing  to  thofe  cf  the  meet-  Anient 
ing   aggrieved,  which  having   done,   they  with-  againft  the 
drew  to  conhder  tne  whole  matter  among  them-  the  fepara- 
felves  ;    and  having  taken  down  the   heads  intio,»- 
writing,  after  a  folid  conference  thereupon,  they 
came  unanimously   to   the  judgment,    That  fee- 
ing thefe  men  had  fet  themfelves   againft  every 
approach  to  a  reconciliation,    and   flighted  the 
tendered  advige,   entreaties  and  perfuaiions   that 
could   be    extended  to  them,   they  had  dhfolved 
the  bonds   of  unity  with   the  fociety,  by  a  pub- 
lick    oppofition   to   the    good   order   eftabliihed 
therein  ;    and   appearing    determined  to   conti- 
nue in  their  opposition,  and  they  having  cleared 
themfelves   by  tender  admonition  to   them,  that 
they   were    now    authorized    to    teftify    againft 
them  and  their  fpirit ;   and  accordingly  drew  up 
a  teftimonv,    and    left    it   with   friends   of    the 
quarterly    meeting    of    Weftmoreiand.      Thefe 
meetings  were  held  the  latter-end  of  the  year 

This  judgment  encreafmg  the  difcontent  and     1676, 
clamour    of    this   reftlefs    party,    who   feem    to 
have  had  a  life  in  contention  and  railing ;  the 
fociety,  out  of  condefcennon,  to  make  another 
trial  if  they  could  at  all  be  won  upon,  appointed 
a  meeting  at  Draweil,  near  Sedbergh  in  York-  Meeting:  at 
mire,  on   the  border  of  Weftmoreiand,  to  give  Draweli- 
them   a   fair  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon 
the   fubjects    of   their  difcontent.     The   friends 
who  had  before  drawn  up  the  teftimony  againft 
them  attended,  with  many  othsr  ancient  friends 

from 
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chap,  from  other  parts,  and  gave  thefe  diffatisfied  per- 

xv.    fons  a  full  hearing.     They  fpent  four  days  fuc~ 

v- — >r+—  ceffively    in    the  patient   and   full  enquiry  into 

r,<576-     the  difagreeable    fubiect  of  this  difference,  and 

After  a  full     ,    .    .       °  ..  J,  .  iir 

hearing      plainly    perceiving    that    it    proceeded   from  a 
confirm  die  fpir£t  of  contention   and  opnofition  to  the  intro- 

i  ugp"  m  cut.       *         • 

'"duclion  of  regularity  and  good  order  into  the 
fociety,  they  befought  them,  with  an  affectionate 
tendernefs,  to  return  to  that  love  and  pacifick 
difpofition,  which  cements  the  community  in 
union  and  mutual  benevolence  ;  but  (till,  all 
endeavours  proving  ineffectual  to  reclaim  'them, 
and  they  cbftinately  perfifting  ii>  their  oppofi- 
tion,  this  meeting  alfo,  enlarged  by  the  atten- 
dance of  elders  and  unprejudiced  members  from 
feveral  parts,  confirmed  the  judgment  of  the 
former,  which  disturbed  the  opponents  fo  far, 
that  they  foon  after  detached  themfelves  entirely 
from  the  fociety,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  meet- 
ing. 
The  yewly  The  yearly  meeting  foon  after  coming  on,, 
uSs'the  tms  divifion  in  Weftmoreland,  with  other  im- 
wiaeter  into  portant  matters,  engaged  the  attention  and 
tion!  era  confideration  thereof.  In  refult  the  faid  meet- 
ing wrote  two  epiftles,  one  of  caution  and  ad- 
vice to  Wilkinfcn  and  Story,  as  leaders  of  the 
oppofition,  to  difTolve  their  feparate  meeting, 
and  to  be  reconciled  to  their  brethren,  before 
they  went  abroad  to  offer  their  gift  ;  the  other 
epiflle  wras  directed  to  their  meeting,  advifing 
them  to  wididraw  therefrom,  and  return  to  their 
former  fellowihip  with  the  fociety.  Yet  (till 
the  well-meant  advice  of  their  friends  had  no 
prevalent  effect  with  the  greater  number,  as  the 
arrogance,     obftinacy    and    bitternefs    of    their 

fpirits 
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fpirits  feemed  the  more  confirmed   by   all  the  chap. 
endeavours  ufed  to  allay  them.  xv. 

This  difference  about  church  difcipline  drew  * — v — ' 
from  William  Penn  a  fmall  treatife,  entitled  A   rl676. 
brief  Examination  of  Liberty  fpiritual,  defigned  to  wrkesuppa 
inform  the  judgments  of  the  diffatisfied.     Robert  ^^{f!*. 
Barclay  alfo  took  up    his    pen  upon  the  fame  (km, 
occafion,    and  handled  the  fubjecl:   more   copi- 
oufly,  in  a  piece  under  the  title  of  The  Anarchy  and  Robert 
of  the  Ranters  and  other  Libertines*  the  Hierarchy  Barclay  his 

fin  n  11  1     t     r>i  7         Anarchy  or 

of  the  Komamfis  and  other  pretended   Churches,  the  Ranters, 
equally  refufed  and  refuted.     In  which,  with  his 
ufual    clearnefs    and   ftrength    of  reafoning,    he 
vindicated  the  difcipline  eftablifhed  amongft  this 
people  againft  thole,  who  accufe  them  of  con- 
fufion  and  diforder  on  one  hand,  and  fuch  as 
calumniate  them  with  tyranny  and  impolition  on 
the  other  :  He  drew  upon  himfelf  much  reproach  which 
and  inve&ive  from  thefe  feparatifls,  who  ima-JfJmny  of 
gined  his  work  was  pointed  at  their  diffent,   and the  Par|T 
found  his  arguments  too  conclufive  to  anfwer.  * up  ' 
They    called    his   fincerity   in    his    profeiTion   in 
queftion,  infinuating   he  might  be   popifhly  af- 
fected, if  not  a  papift,  being  educated  in  France 
under  an  uncle  that  was  a  papift,  if  not  a  pried, 
and  maintained  church  authority  upon  the  fame 
principles,  which  the  Romaniils  have  done  :  But 
what  will  not  prejudice  mifreprefent  ?  lie  all  along 
maintains   it  on  different  principles,  and  much 
of  the  work  is    employed   in    fhewing    the  dif- 
ference. 

Of  thefe  leaders  of  feparation,  Story  was  the 
more  confiderable   among  their  partizans,  b  and 

more 

*  Preface  to  Barclay's  works. 
b  T.  Elwood. 


till; 
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CHAP,  more  active  in  propagating  the  diffent  in  othef 
xv.     parts  of  the  nation.     For  this  purpofe  he   tra- 
V^v^  veiled  in  fandry  parts,  but  it  was  in  Briftci  and 
1676.    fame  of  the  weftern  counties  that  he  gained  moft 
w.  r  ?ers  adherents  ;    ampngft  thefe,  William   Rogers,   a 
riiJcaufeof merchant  of  Briftol,  a  bold    and    active   man, 
theScpara-  entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  capacity 
and  abilities,  flood  forth  as   champion  of  their 
caufe :    He  firit   difcovered  himfelf  as    fuch   in 
advancing     fundry    objections    to    Robert    Bar- 
clay's book,    which  he  handed   about    in    ma- 
nufcript  about  the  year  1677;   upon  which,  at 
Robert  Barclay's  requeft,  he  met  him  in  Lon- 
don, in  order  that  by  a  cool  and  moderate  con- 
ference before  divers  friends  from  different  parts 
of  the  nation,  Robert  Barclay  might   have   an 
opportunity  of  explaining  the   paffages  objected 
to,  which  he  apprehended  William  Rogers  had 
mifunderftood,  in  order  that  by  fatisfying  and 
convincing  him  of  his  miftakes,  an  unedifying. 
controverfy  might  be  prevented.    In  confequence 
of  this    conference,    William   Rogers    wrote  a 
letter  to  his    friends,  in  which  is  the  following 
paflage :  "  The  meeting  was  this  day  had,  and 
"  in  it  a  chrlftlan  and  very  fair  debate,  to  the 
"  fatisfaction  of  both  of  us,  as  far  as  I  can  un- 
"  derftand  ;  and  the  matters  chiefly  objected  by 
"  me  were  fairly  and  brother  like,  and  in  much 
tc  love,  difcourfed ;  and  upon  the  whole  matter 
"  I    am  fatisfied,    that   Robert    Barclay  is  not 
"  principled  fo  as  I  and  others  have  taken   his 
"  book  to   import." 

Yet  notwithstanding  this  fair  concefiion,  ap- 
parent candour  often  wants  a  bottom  of  fincerity 
with  thofe  who  have  fuffcred  their  tempers  to  be 
imbittered  with  the  fpirit  of  party.    Some  months 

after 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS.  17 

after  this  the  faid  William  Rogers  and  his  ad-  chap. 
herents  wrote  fundry  other  papers  againft  Robert      xv. 
Barclay's   book   and   principles,  not  devoid   of  *— * v~-- ' 
uncharitable   reflections   upon   the   author,  and     J^7^« 
fpread  them  abroad  unknown  to  him,  while  he 
was  confined  in  prifon  at  Aberdeen.     This  un- 
generous treatment  occafioned  Robert  Barclay 
to  write  a  vindication  and  explanatory  poftfcript 
to  his  Anarchy  of  the  Ranters,  in  order  to  give 
fatisfaction  to  all  of  the  fociety,  but  thofe  who 
through  prejudice  feemed  refolved  not  to  be  fa- 
tisfied. 

In  the  year   1682  William   Rogers  appeared  w.  Roger. 
in  print  in  a  quarto  volume,  to  which  he  gave  £'^es  an 
the  pompous  title  of  The  Chrijiian  Quaker,  dijlin-  book  under 
gui/hed  from  the  Apoftate  and  Innovator,    under  thee  ££■/_ 
the  former    defcription    comprehending   himfelf tian  Q"a- 
and  his  own  party,  and  reprefenting  the  main     ' 
body  of  the  focisty  as  apoftates  and  innovators. 
This  book,  which  focn  funk  into  oblivion,  was 
more  remarkable  for  paffionate  intemperance  of 
language  than  foundnefs  of  reafoning,  abounding 
in  perfonal  invectives  againft  many  of  the  mofl 
eminent  members  of  this  fociety,  but  the  chief 
force   of  the  envy    of  him  and  his  party  was 
pointed  at  George  Fox,  as  being  the  inftrument 
of  eftablifhing  that  good  order  which  they  wanted 
to  have  confidered  as  a  grievance  e.     Both  their 
difcourfes  and  writings  manifefted  the  deep  pre- 
judice, they  had  imbibed  againft  this  irreproach- 
able character,  which  anfwered  not  their  defign 
of  leffening  him,  or  exalting  themfelves,  or  their 
caufe  in  the  eyes  of  the  fociety,  or  the  world ; 
but  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  manifefling 

Vol.  III.  B  his 

'  William  Pean's  preface. 
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chap,  his  ffeady  adherence  to  the  inward  principle  of 
xv.  truth,  and  the  firmnefs  of  his  mind  in  a  new  light, 
*■ — ^"-^  being  preferved  by  confciotis  innocence  in  a 
1682.  rectitude  and  dignity  of  conduct,  as  fuperior  to 
wrath  from  the  fhafts  of  envy,  as  to  fear  from 
the  oppreffion  of  power  ;  he  bore  all  their  weak- 
nefs  and  malice  with  invincible  patience,  forgave 
all  their  bitter  fpeeches,  praying  for  them,  that 
they  might  recover  a  found  mind,  not  returning 
reflection  for  reflection,  but  charitably  endea- 
vouring to  convince  them  of  the  danger  of  the 
error  into  which  they  were  fallen,  and  the  hurt 
they  had  fuftained  thereby  ;  and  by  verbal  admo- 
nitions and  various  epiftles  to  preferve  the  fociety 
at  large  from  being  entangled  in  the  like  fnare, 
laying  open  the  fubtilty  of  that  fpirit  by 
which  they  were  actuated,  in  entertaining  and 
fpreading  groundlefs  jealoufies  of  the  reli- 
gious care  of  friends  over  each  other  for  their 
good. 

The  aforementioned  performance  of  William 

Rogers   meeting  with   great  applaufe  from  his 

own  party,  encreafed  his  vanity  to  that  degree, 

that  he  came  up  to  the  yearly  meeting  at  London 

in  1682  ;  and  at  the  conclusion  thereof  he  gave 

William      notice  in  writing   to  this   effect,  viz.  "  that   if 

Rogers's     «  any  were    diffatisfied  with,  his  book,  he  was 

the 7eaftyto  "  tnere  ready  to  maintain  and  defend,  both  it  and 

meeting  ac- «  himfelf  againft  all  oppofers."     This  vaunting 

challenge  was  neither  dreaded  nor  flighted,  but 

an  anfwer  immediately  returned  him  in  writing, 

that  "  as  many  were  diffatisfied  with  his  book 

"  and  him,  he  fhould  not  fail  (God  willing)  to 

"  be  met  by  the  fixth  hour  next  morning  at  the 

"  meeting  place  at  Bevonfhire  houfe." 

The 
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The  meeting  was  held  accordingly  and  conti-  chap. 
nued  till  noon,  when  it  appeared  that e  notwith-      xv- 
{landing  his  vaunt  he  was  not  equal  to  the  talk  ^-^^^ 
he  had  undertaken;  for  although  he  was  attend-     l682, 
ed  by  many  of  his  party  to  abet  and  amft  him,  he 
was  fo  fairly  foiled,  and  his  errors  and  petulancy 
fo  fully  expofed,  that  he  quitted  both  the  meeting 
and  the  city  abruptly,  refufing  a  fecond  meetings 
which  was  offered  for  the  further  difcufiion  of  the 
fubje£i  of  difference,  leaving  this  frivolous  excufe 
for  his  precipitate  retreat,  that  he  had   before 
given  earned  for  his  paflage  in  the  ftage  coach 
home,  and  was  not  willing  to  lofe  it. 

This  book  of  his    did  not  pafs  unanfwered.  t.  Eiwood 
Thomas  Eiwood  publifhed  a  reply,  under  the  title  %££?*# 
of   An  Antidote  againji  the  Infeclion  of  William  head's  re- 
Rogers's  book,  mi/called  the  Chrijhan  Quaker,  an-  P1?- 
fwering  it  paragraphically.     To    which   it  doth 
not  appear  that   any  rejoinder  was  ever  given. 
George  Whitehead  alfo  publifhed  remarks  upon 
it,  in  a  piece,  entitled   The  Accufer  of  the  Bre- 
thren cajl  down. 

It  hath  been  remarked,  that  the  eftabliming  of Remark- 
difcipline,  and  inftituting  of  men's  and  women's 
meetings  for  the  fupporting  thereof,  was  the  origi- 
nal caufe  of  this  diffent  and  temporary  feparation. 
The  feparatifts  urging  againit  them,  that  every 
man  having  received  a  meafure  of  the  fpirit  of 
God,  ought  to  follow  that  as  his  leader,  without 
regarding  the  prefcriptions  of  men  j  that  thofe 
meetings  of  ditcipline  were  therefore  needlefs,  as 
being  employed  in  prefcribing  rules  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fociety,  and  requiring  their  obfer- 
vance  thereof,  drawing  an  invidious  parallel  be- 
B  2  tween 

e  T.  Eiwood. 
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p.  tween  them  and  the  Romifh  councils  and  their 
decrees ;  that  fuch  meetings  and  rules  were  an 
impofition  upon  confcience,  and  in  them  fome 
1682.  men  were  fet  up  to  ufurp  authority  in  the  church 
over  their  brethren  ;  that  nothing  ought  to  be 
given  forth  in  the  church  of  Chrift  but  by  way 
of  advice  or  recommendation  ;  and  that  every 
man  ought  to  be  left  at  his  liberty  to  act  accord- 
ing to  the  light  of  his  own  confcience  without 
cenfure,  or  being  accountable  to  any  man,  but 
only  to  God,  the  fole  proper  judge  of  con- 
fcience. 

Againft  women's  meetings  they  more  particu- 
larly objected,  as  ufurping  authority  in  the 
church,  contrary  to  the  apoflle  Paul's  prohibi- 
tion. 

In  fupport  of  the  difcipline  introduced  into 
the  fociety  it  was  advanced,  in  oppofition  to  fuch 
arguments  ;  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  one  and 
the  fame  in  all,  and  leads  all  who  are  faithful 
to  its  dictates  into  all  truth  and  righteoufnefs, 
into  unity  and  brotherly  kindnefs  ;  that  God, 
who,  according  to  the  apoftle's  testimony,  is  a 
God  of  order  and  not  of  confufion,  doth  not 
by  his  Spirit  lead  any  into  confufion  and  difor- 
der ;  but  that  they  who  walk  in  the  light,  as  he 
is  in  the  light,  have  fellowfhip  one  with  another ; 
that  therefore  the  only  rational  ground  of  dif- 
fent,  as  following  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  with- 
out regarding  the  prefcriptions  of  men,  muft  be, 
becaufe  thefe  prefcriptions  are  oppofite  to,  or  in- 
confident  with,  the  dictates  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
that  the  fcriptures  of  truth  are  allowed  to  be 
written  by  holy  men  of  old,  as  they  were  in- 
fpired  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  this  Spirit  is 
not  inconfiflent  with  itfelf  j  if  therefore  thefe  pre- 
fcriptions 
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fcriptions  of  men  are  confonant  to  and  confirmed  CHAP, 
by  the  fcriptures,  he  who  follows  the  leadings  of  xv. 
the  Spirit  can  have  no  reafon  to  reject  prefcrip-  v_-^y-x^ 
tions  dictated  by  the  fame  Spirit,  or  regulated  by  l682< 
that  rule  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged  by 
Chriftians  to  have  been  dictated  thereby,  that 
therefore  this  argument,  plaufible  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, proves  nothing,  'till  the  prescriptions  be 
firft  proved  inconmtent  with  the  fcriptures  of 
truth  or  right  reafon,which  they  apprehended,  had 
not  been  done  in  the  cafe  between  the  fociety 
and  the  d  if  contented  party.  That  the  parallel 
attempted  to  be  drawn  between  the  church  go- 
vernment adopted  by  friends,  and  that  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  was  ill  founded,  their  principles 
and  fpirit  in  the  adminiftration  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  ends  to  which  it  was  directed, 
being  quite  different  both  in  nature  and  object : 
In  nature,  as  not  being  coercive  or  penal  upon 
the  perfons  or  eftates  of  fuch  as  difient,  and  that 
not  only  for  want  of  power,  but  becaufe  fuch 
penalties  are  unauthorized  by  the  Goipel  and 
primitive  practice  of  the  church ;  in  object,  be- 
caufe the  former  regards  matters  of  faith  and 
wormip,  but  the  latter  only  orderly  conduct, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  fociety. 

Hence  the  plea  of  liberty  of  confcience,  which 
hath  been  reafonably  advanced  by  protectants 
againit  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as 
eftablifning  articles  of  faith,  infcitutions  of  wor- 
fhip,  and  ceremonious  obfervations,  for  which 
they  have  no  authority  from  fcripture,  or  the  pri- 
mitive practice  of  the  church,  is  groundlefsly  or 
abfurdly  advanced  in  oppofition  to  the  difcipline 
of  this  fociety  :  For  although  we  may  reafonably 
plead  a  fcruple  of  confcience  againfl  acknow- 
ledging 
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chap,  ledging  fuch  an  article  of  faith,  or  pradtifing 
k  J^  t  fuch  an  institution  of  worfhip  as  hath  not  Gcd  for 
the  object ;  yet  we  cannot  reafonabiy  plead  the 
like  fcruple  againft  fupporting  the  poor,  vifiting 
the  fick,  ending  differences,  reproving  the  li- 
centious, reclaiming  backfliders  ;  neither  againft 
punctuality  to  our  engagements  ;  doing  juftly  and 
living  temperately  ;  nor  againft  obtaining  the 
confent  of  parents  and  relations  concerned  in 
cafes  of  marriage  ;  or  to  give  them,  or  the  fociety 
iatisfaclion  as  to  clearnefs  from  all  others  ;  and 
to  wait  previous  to  marriage  for  due  enquiry  to 
be  made  thereinto.  That  in  fociety,  meetings  of 
discipline  are  fo  far  from  being  needlefs  ;  that 
they  are  both  neceffary  and  ufeful  for  attaining 
the  beft  ends  of  uniting  together  in  fociety.  All 
focieties,  for  inftance,  have  poor,  fick  and  aged 
members,  widows  and  orphans,  who  demand  the 
care  of  the  body  ;  this  care  cannot  be  taken  ef- 
fectually without  fome  method  ;  nor  that  method 
univerfally  fettled  but  by  the  deliberation  and 
concurrence  of  the  community  :  And  further, 
all  focieties  marry,  trade  and  converfe,  and  have 
one  time  or  other  fome  who  are  unjuft,  litigious, 
licentious,  and  others,  who  may  not  fall  under 
the  cenfure  of  thofe  without,  yet  violate  the  tef- 
timony  and  principles  upon  which  they  joined 
themfelves  in  fellowihip.  Has  then  the  fociety  no 
power  to  eftablifh  fuch  regulations  as  may  pre- 
vent diforder  and  fcandal  ?  And  is  not  the  body 
at  large  the  propereft  judge  to  deliberate  and  de- 
termine, what  is  the  fitted  method  to  be  pur- 
fued  in  fuch  cafes  ?  That  although  God  be 
the  only  proper  judge  of  conference,  and  man 
be  accountable  to  him  alone  for  the  inward  per- 
fuafion  and  frame  of  his  mind,  yet  for  his  vifi- 

ble 
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ble  conducl;  and  conversation,  which  are  cogni-  CHAP. 
zable  to  men,  he  is  accountable  not  only  to  civil  xv- 
but  alfo  to  religious  fociety,  while  he  continueth 
a  member  thereof,  becaufe  the  reputation  of  the 
fociety  is  virtually  interefted  therein,  and  may  be 
materially  injured  by  a  deviation  from  the  rec- 
titude 01  conduit  profelled  by  them,  as  a  con* 
fequence  of  their  principles  ;  and  that  to  pre- 
ferve  a  confiltency  of  conducl;  with  virtuous,  juft 
and  benevolent  principles,  a  chriftian  commu- 
nity or  church,  properly  fo  called.,  hath  a  power 
not  only  to  iljue  advice  and  recommendations, 
but  to  eltabliih  rules  of  difcipline  for  regulating 
this  external  conduct,  having  the  precedent  of 
the  chriftian  church  in  its  purefl  ftate ;  for  we 
are  clearly  informed  in  the  Acls  of  the  Apoftles, 
that  they  made  rules  for  the  conducl;  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  and  difperfed  them  to  the  be- 
lievers for  their  obfervation.  As  they  went  through 
the  cities  they  delivered  them  the  decrees  for  to 
keep,  which  were  ordained  of  the  Apoftles  and  El- 
ders which  were  at  ferufalem.  And  the  churches 
were  cjlablijhed  in  the  faith ,  and  increafed  in  num- 
bers daily.  A  els  xvi.  4,  5. 

And  as  to  their  objections  to  the  women's 
meetings  which  were  eitablifhed  in  fufrering  times 
for  the  purpofes  of  alTifting  in  the  care  of  the 
poor,  the  fick  and  the  imprifoned,  the  apoftle's 
prohibition  affects  them  not  ;  it  being  abiurd  to 
imagine  that  he  ever  meant  to  difcourage  religious 
women  from  cultivating  the  natural  tendernefs  of 
their  hearts,  and  following  the  impulfe  thereof, 
inclining  them  to  acls  of  charity,  in  extending 
a  tender  care/  towards  their  friends  in  prifon,  the 
p..or  or  the  afflicted  ;  and  although,  fince  that 
time,  a  motherly,  watchful  care  over  their  own 

fex* 
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chap,  fex,  to  preferve  them  in  an  orderly  converfation 
,*v'  hath  been  devolved  upon  them,  as  the  propereft 
,g  to  advife  and  counfel  in  many  cafes ;  yet  their 
meetings  have  no  afpect  of  ufurping  authority 
over  the  man,  as  they  have  neither  any  overfight 
of  the  men's  meeting,  nor  were  their  own  meet- 
ings and  fervices  eftablifhed  but  in  compliance 
with  the  defire  and  directions  of  the  men,  from 
the  confideration  of  the  ufefulnefs  thereof. 

In  fine,  the  independency  claimed  by  the  dis- 
contented party  is  incompatible  with  the  exig- 
ence of  fociety  ;  abfolute  independency  in  So- 
ciety being  a  contradiction  in  terms.  Walking 
by  the  fame  rule,  holding  the  fame  principles, 
and  purfuing  the  fame  end,  being  the  outward 
bond  of  communion  betwixt  the  members  of 
every  vifible  fociety.  Take  all  thefe  away,  and 
the  fociety  is  diflblved,  and  reverts  again  to  un- 
connected individuals. 

The  juftnefs  of  this  reafoning  was  proved  by 
the  event,  for  thefe  feparatifts,  like  the  ranters, 
feekers  and  other  independent  focieties,  found 
themfelves  too  loofely  compacted  to  adhere  long 
together ;  their  connexion  was  fo  flight  that  it 
was  foon  diffolved,  the  more  fincere  coming  in 
time  to  perceive  the  caufelefsnefs  of  their  fepara- 
tion,  re-united  themfelves  to  the  body  of  the  fo- 
ciety, and  the  reft  foon  fell  to  pieces  and  dwindled 
away. 
1684.  The  principal  part  of  the  public  hiftory  of 
Public  oc-   this  vear  confifts  of  profecutions,  many  of  them 

currenccf.  /    _.    ■.-    .  r  .  .  r  •*  ,  ... 

conducted  in  a  manner  in  nowiie  to  tne  credit 
of  the  promoters  or  conductors  thereof,  and  of 
penalties  and  punifliments  enormoully  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  charges  brought  againlt  the  de- 
fendants.     The   courts  of  juftice,    fo  termed, 

feem 
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feem  in  many  cafes  to  have  been  influenced  in  c  k  a  p. 
their  judgment  merely  by  the  vindictive  temper      xv' 
of  party  hatred  ;  and  the  juries,  influenced  by      6g 
them,    and   chofen   from    men   of   like  temper, 
feem  in  their  verdicts  to  have  paid  more  regard 
to  the  accommodating  of  the  wim  of  the  bench, 
than  the  uepohtions  of  the  evidence,  or  the  ob- 
ligation of  their  oaths  *.     In  thefe  circumdances 
of  affairs  the  diifenters,  who  were  ranked  in  the 
vanquifhed   party,  had  little   room  to   hope  for 
eafe.     The  Quakers  renewed  their  application  for 

relief 


*  Of  this  we  meet  with  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  in  the  trial  of  Thomas  Rofewcll,  diflenting  roi- 
niiler  of  Rotherhithe,  who  was  accufed  by  three  women  of* 
having  utiered  treafonable  expreffions  in  a  fermon.  They 
fwore  to  two  or  three  periods,  and  agreed  exaelly  in  their  de- 
poftions.  Yet  Rofewell,  in  his  defence,  proved  thefe  women 
to  be  of  abandoned  and  infamous  characters  ;  and  as  to  the 
fermon  of  which  he  was  accufed,  feveral  witneffies  who  heard 
it,  and  fome  who  wrote  it  in  fhort  hand,  depofed  that  he  had 
ufed  no  fuch  expremons,  as  were  fworn  again/}  him  :  The 
expreffions  were  io  grofs  that  no  man  in  his  fenfes  could  be 
fuppofed  to  ufe  them  before  a  mixed  audience  :  It  was  alfo 
urged  that  it  was  next  to  impoffible  that  three  women  could 
remember  fo  long  a  period  on  one  (ingle  hearing,  who  had  for- 
got the  text  of  his  fermon,  and  could  not  remember  one  fmgle 
paflage  but  the  words  they  had  depofed.  In  fhort,  he  defended 
himfelf  fo  ably,  that  the  Solicitor-General  made  no  reply. 
Yet  judge  Jeffries,  who  prefided  at  the  trial,  railing  in  his 
ufual  manner  again  ft  conventicles  and  non-conformifts,  that 
ail  preaching  at  conventicles  was  treafonable,  fo  inflamed  the 
party  prejudice  of  the  jury,  that  they  made  no  difficulty  to 
bring  him  in  guilty.  But  the  palpabie  injuftice  of  his  fentence 
being  almoft  uruverfally  condemned,  as  no  better  than  legal 
murder,  the  king,  abaihed  at  the  exorbitant  lengths  to  which 
the  pliant  judges  and  juries  now  carried  their  partial  refent- 
ments,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  by  granting 
him  a  pardon. 

•  Ncsls,    Hume. 
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c  h  a  p.  relief  from  their  grievous  fufterings,  but  with 
no  better  iuccefs  than  before  ;  the  informers  and 
perfecuting  magistrates  aiiuming  new  fpirit  from 
the  late  executions,  and  pretending   frefh  occa- 

continucd.  fion  from  tfoe  difcovery  of  the  late  plot,  conti- 
nued to  perfecute  them  by  all  the  variety  of  penal 
lav.  s. 

Ihe  inrormers  harraffed  them  with  infolence  *, 
perjury  and   rapine,  upon  the    conventicle  a<5t, 

'till 


xv 


1684. 

Sufferings 


Informers 

iiiiCiiuous. 


*  William  Bond,  of  Bridport  in  Dorfetfhire,  at  this  time 
an  active  informer,  was  a  bailiff,  and  kept  an  alehoufe  ;  this 
Bond,  and  one  Bryan,  a  lad  he  had  trained  to  his  hand,  would 
make  information  at  all  adventures.  He  came  to  a  filent 
meeting,  and  went  away  and  fwore  that  a  preacher  was  there. 
He  wo«ld  fomctimes  carry  prifoners  to  his  houfe,  and  keep 
them  there  a  month  together.  He  had  impudence  enough  to 
command  and  infult  the  conftables  and  other  officers,  and  even 
the  juftices.  Ke  leized  the  goods  of  John  Newberry  to  the 
value  of  30L  for  a  fine  of  5I.  He  in  conceit  with  William 
Darby,  conifable,  pulled  the  friends  out  of  the  meeting  houfe 
one  by  one,  and  carried  two  of  them  to  his  houfe,  where  he 
kept  them  prifoners.  Darby  at  another  time  turned  the  friends 
out,  and  nailed  up  the  doors  of  the  masting  houfe,  fending 
eight  of  them  to  Bond's  houfe,  where  they  were  put  in  a  nar- 
row f tinking  chamber  for  four  days,  men  and  women  together, 
and  not  fufFered  to  go  out  upon  any  neceiTary  occafion  :  A 
bed  being  fent  to  one  of  them,  Bond  and  his  wife  took  it 
away,   he  telling  them,  they  Jhould  have  no  law. 

William  Kenway,  of  Bridport,  being  fined  5I.  for  himfelf 
and  others  meeting  there,  Bond  and  Darby  broke  open  his 
coors,  kept  pofTeffion  of  his  houfe  two  days  and  two  nights, 
drank  up  his  beer,  and  burned  up  his  wood.  They  carried 
off  all  they  could  find  within  or  without  doors  to  the  value 
of  13I.  threatening  withal,  that  if  he  brought  any  more  goods 
into  tiie  houfe  they  would  take  them,  inibmuch  that  the  man 
with  h:s  family  were  constrained,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  to 
remove  his  habitation  out  of  the  town.  This  Bond  is  repre- 
fented  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  feared  conference,  infamous 
character  and  debauched  morals,  and  fupported  in  extrava- 
gant living  by  the  plunder  of  honelt  men's  jubilance. 

Neither 
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'till  they  left  fome  of  them  neither  a  bed,  nor  c  h  a  p« 
even  a  llooi  to  fit  upon,  fo  that  whole  families  v  j^  | 

who 


1684. 


Neither  age  nor  fex,  nor  infirmity,  moved  the  mercilefs  in- 
formers or  magistrates  to  companion  or  humanity.  Five  women 
were  taken  by  an  informer  and  conftable  from  a  meeting  at 
Ipfv  ich,  and  carried  before  the  baiiirf  of  the  town,  who 
commuted  them  to  prifon  ;  three  of  them  were  near  eighty 
years  of  age,  and  one  of  thefe  alio  blind,  fo  that  fhe  was  led 
between  two  men  to  the  bailiff's  houfe.  This  magistrate's  zeal 
exceeded  his  charity  or  his  judgment :  Could  he  apprehend 
any  danger  to  government  from  an  aifembly  of  a  few  infirm  old 


wpmen 


One  John  Smith,  and  one  Warner  in  Leicefterfhire,  made 
themfelves  remarkably  confpicuous  in  all  the  infamous  qualifi- 
cations of  informers  ;  they  would  fometimes  make  their  in- 
formations upon  mere  conjeclure,  whereby  two  of  this  fociety 
fuffered  fevere  diftrefs  for  a  fine  for  a  meeting  they  had  not 
been  at,  the  jufHce  being  as  forward  to  convicl  as  they  to  in- 
form. Smith,  meeting  another  on  the  highway,  pofitively  fwore 
before  the  fame  juitice  Lyfter  what  he  only  imagined,  and  ob- 
tained a  warrant  to  diftrain,  by  which  he  took  from  the  man 
four  cows  worth  14I.  One  Mary  Wood  being  fined  on  the 
information  of  thefe  men,  they  dripped  her  of  all  her  effects, 
leaving  her  nothing  to  lie  on  or  fcarce  to  fit  on.  But  amongfr. 
the  numbers  profecuttd  by  thefe  two  men,  and  plundered  by 
their  extravagant  diftraints,  the  cafe  of  Jqhn  Fox  was  pecu- 
liarly pitiable.  A  meeting  was  fometime  kept  at  his  houfe, 
upon  which  account  thefe  men  perfecuted  him  with  informa- 
tion after  information,  and  diftraint  upon  dhtraint  for  fines  of 
20I.  a  time  'till  they  ftript  him  almoft  entirely,  taking  away 
even  the  meat  in  the  houfe,  and  his  calks  of  beer,  ripping  up 
the  matting  from  the  floor,  and  digging  up  a  copper  furnace 
and  carrying  it  away,  at  the  fame  time  rudely  abufing  him, 
and  calling  him  ill  names,  becaufe  upon  viewing  the  warrant, 
reading  a  claufe  mentioning  more  than  five  perfons  befide  the 
family,  he  faid  it  was  not  true.  About  two  weeks  after  this, 
hearing  that  the  poor  man  (made  fuch  by  their  rapine)  had 
got  fome  bedding  and  other  neceffaries  into  his  houfe  for  his 
family  (fome  of  whom  for  want  of  beds  had  been  obliged  to 
lodge  elfewhere)  they  came  again  with  officers,  and  Smith,  in 
the  affumed  importance  of  his  office,  menaced  the  legal  of- 
ficers, 
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c  k  a  p.  who  had  fupported  themfelves  in  decency  were 

.^V'      reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  relying  upon  the  hu- 

i(5g       manity  of  their  neighbours  for  a  night's  lodging  ; 

and,  as  if  the   penalty    of  the   conventicle   act, 

unreafonably  fevere  as  it  was,  was  yet  inadequate 

to   the  rapacity   and  avarice  of  thefe  informers 

and 


ficers,  If  they  left  any  thing  in  the  houfe  to  the  value  of  a 
penny  he  would  make  it  ccjl  them  5/.  a  man  ;  upon  which  they 
fwept  awav  all  they  could  rind.  The  fufferer,  his  wife,  chil- 
dren and  fervants  woe  contained  to  lodge  at  other  houfes, 
having  neither  bod  nor  bed  cloaths  left,  by  which  thev  and 
their  children  contracted  great  colds,  it  being  in  the  depth  of 
winter.  The  goods  taken  at  this  time  were  valued  at  upwards 
of  81.  1  os  and  fold  to  Warner,  informer,  for  2I.  2s.  6d. 
At  laft  this  fociety  was  relieved  from  Smith's  perfecution  by 
an  order  of  king  James  to  the  juftices  of  Leicefterfhire  to 
give  no  fort  of  countenance  to  him  or  his  profecutions.  Bejfe 
pajftm. 

Kenry  Gates  in  SufTex  was  fined  4CI.  for  preaching,  for 
which  he  had  goods  fcized  to  the  value  of  160L  One  Cal- 
vert Briilow,  a  neighbour,  obferving  the  fpoil,  treated  with 
the  officers,  who  affigned  him  all  the  goods,  on  condition  of 
his  paying  40I.  He  took  away  as  much  as  he  thought  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  that  fum,  leaving  the  reft  with  Henry  Gates, 
the  owner:  he  then  offered  to  pay  the  40I.  to  the  juftices,  upon 
their  making  him  a  valid  fale  of  the  goods  :  this  they  rcfufed 
to  do,  and  directed  him  to  keep  the  money  'till  the  feilions. 
Upon  this  the  informers,  Henry  and  Matthew  Marrian,  con- 
ceived a  grudge  againft  Briflow  for  concerning  himfelf  in  this 
arTair,  and  hindering  them  from  the  ipoil  they  aimed  at. 
Wherefore  they  endeavoured  to  fuborn  one  Bennet  to  fwear 
treafon  againft  him.  Bennet,  though  a  very  bad  man,  was 
not  fo  hardened  in  wickednefs  as  to  undertake  fo  black  a  bufi- 
nefs,  but  difcovered  their  de^gn  to  Briflow,  and  alfo  made 
oath  of  their  attempt  before  a  magiftrate  :  Upon  which  the 
Martians  were  lent  to  jail.  There  one  of  them  confe/Ted  the 
whole  affair,  and  after waids  they  were  bailed  out  in  order  to 
anfwer  it  at  the  ailizes.  However  in  the  concluflon  Calvert 
Brifrow  was  obliged  to  pay  in  to  the  juftices  about  64I.  5s. 
and  to  repay  himfelf  out  of  Henry  Gates'^  goods,  as  aforefaid, 
fold  to  him. 
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and   perfecuting   magiilrates,    in  numerous   in-cHAP. 
(lances  they  reforted  to  the  more  ruinous  one  of  yjf^. 
23  Eliz.  for  20I.  *  a  month  for  abfence  from  the       ,g 
national  worfhip,  whereby   numbers  fuffered  re- 
peated and  exorbitant  feizures  of  their  effects, 
to  the  great  damage  or  ruin  of  their  outward  cir- 
cumflances.    They  continued  to  be  profecuted  in 
the  Exchequer  for  their  tithes  ;  in  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  courts  to  excommunication,  and  to  premunire 
for  not  fwearing.   The  trials  for  riots,  of  which  we 
have  given  fome  examples  in  former  years,  were 
ftill  in  ufe,  and  the  defendants  generally  brought 
in   guilty,  imprifoned  and   fined  by  the  partial 
judges  and  juries  of  this  corrupt  and  licentious 

age, 

*  From  feveral  perfons  in  Bucks  goods  were  feized  under 
this  act,  amounting  to  295L  in  value,  which  were  difpofed 
of  by  public  fale  for  90I.  2s.  6d.  lefs  than  one-third  of  the 
real  value.  From  one  friend,  exclufive  of  the  above,  were 
taken  three  geldings  worth  23I.  and  when  he  appealed  to  the 
quarter  feffions,  his  appeal  not  being  in  Latin,  was  rejected  and 
treble  cods  given  againft  him,  for  which  his  horfes  and  other 
goods  were  taken  to  the  value  of  40!. 

Several  friends  in  Chemire  were  diftrained  under  the  fame 
act  to  the  amount  of  14.6I.  1  is.  2d. 

In  Flertfordfhire  from  a  few  friends  were  taken  goods  to 
the  amount  of  190I.  and  upwards. 

In  Norfolk  John  and  William  Roe,  farmers,  having  been 
profecuted  on  the  ftatute  for  20I.  a  month  for  twelve  months 
abfence  from  the  national  worfhip,  the  fherifFs  officers  came  to 
their  hcufe  to  make  a  feizure  for  240I.  and  accordingly  feized 
all  their  cattle,  corn  and  houfehold  goods,  to  the  value  of  183!. 
4s.  The  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  affirmants  was  very 
rude  :  They  broke  open  the  doors,  drawers  and  cherts,  and 
threatened  the  lervants  with  fword  and  pjftol.  To  make  them- 
felves  merry  they  roafted  a  pig,  and  laid  fo  much  wood  on 
the  hearth  that  they  fet  the  chimney  on  fire,  which,  with 
their  revelling,  curfing  and  fwearing,  affrighted  W.  Roe's 
wife  to  the  endangering  of  her  life,  caufing  her  to  mifcarry  a 
fhort  time  after. 
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chap,  age,  and  the  prifons  to  be  crowded  with  frefli 
xv.     prifoners  of  this   ibciety,    in  addition  to    thofe 

{ — *  '  already  confined.  To  detain  the  reader  with  a 
1684.  detail  of  all  the  particular  inftances  of  oppreffion 
they  underwent  appearing  a  needlefs  repetition 
of  fimilar  cafes,  after  a  recital  of  fo  many  pre- 
ceding, I  mall  content  myfelf  with  a  few  notes, 
as  before,  in  confirmation  of  this  general  ac- 
count thereof. 

Account  of      This  year   died  William  Bennet  of   Wood- 

William        1      .j  •        -,     rr   11  r  i<     •  r 

Eennet,  bridge  in  SurlolK,  a  man  of  a  religious  turn  or 
mind  from  his  infancy.  This  religious  inclina- 
tion encreafmg  with  his  years,  incited  him  to 
feek  out  and  afibciate  with  the  ftriclelt  fort  of 
profeffors,  and  with  this  view  he  frequented  the 
meetings  of  the  independents  for  feme  time,  as 
appearing  to  him  the  neareH  to  purity  in  pro- 
feffion  ;  but  upon  his  mere  intimate  acquaint-' 
ance  with  them  he  became  diflatisfied  with  his 
choice.  When  hearing  the  public  teftimony  of 
fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  he  was  fo 
affecled  therewith  that  he  joined  their  fociety, 
and  continued  therein  a  Heady,  ferviceable  and 
honourable  member  till  his  death.  He  received 
a  gift  in  the  minirtry,  and  travelled  in  many 
parts  of  England  in  the  exercife  thereof,  to  the 
edification  of  his  friends,  and  convincement  of 
others  ;  adorning  his  profellion  and  dodlrine  by 
the  innocence  and  integrity  of  his  life,  in  fo 
eminent  a  manner  as  to  gain  univerfal  efteem,  and 
to  extort  even  from  the  adverfaries  of  his  profemon 
a  confefiion  of  his  perfonal  merit.   Yet  his  fufter- 

his frequent  jngS  -were  remarkable,  he  appears  to  have  fpent, 
at  lead  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  nearly  as 
much,  if  not  more  time  in  prifon,  than  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  liberty,  not  for  any  real  of- 
fence, 
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fence,  but  for  preferring  the  teftimony  of  a  good  chap. 
confcience.     At  Bliborough,  in    1661,  1  appre-     XV- 
hend  in  the  general  imprifonment  in  confequeuce      fifi 
of  the   rifing   of    the   fifth-monarchy-men.      In  At  Biibtl 
1662,   he,  with  feveral  men    and  women,    wasrough- 
taken  out  of  a  meeting  at  Yarmouth,  and  fent  Yarmouth. 
to  prifon,  where  they  were  confined  all  together 
in  a  noifome  unhealthy   dungeon,  without  con- 
venient food,  lodging,  or  other    necelfaries  ;  at 
the  fucceeding  feffions  the  women    were  fet   at 
liberty  ;  and  not  long  after  the  Recorder  releaf- 
ed  the  men  alfo,  no  caufe  of  their  imprifonment 
appearing,  nor  any  Itgal  procefs   againfl  them. 
The  bailiffs,  difpleafed  at  their  releafc,  prefently 
committed  them  again  by   a  new   mittimus,  of 
which  defiring  a  copy  they  received   a  pofitive  / 

refufal.  How  long  this  imprifonment  continued 
I  meet  with  no  account.  In  or  about  1664  heEdmondf- 
was  again  imprifoned  in  Norwich  caflle  with  fif- bury* 
teen  others,  who  were  taken  from  their  religious 
meetings,  and  committed  lor  refufing  to  fwear  : 
He  was  again  confined  in  the  jail  of  Edmundf- 
bury  in  1665,  and  fuffered  a  very  fevere,  dif- 
treiling  and  tedious  imprifonment  there  ;  being 
kept  (much  of  the  time)  among  felons,  for  the 
greateft  part  of  eight  years,  fo  clofely,  as  fcarce 
to  go  over  the  threfliold  for  live  years  together. 
At  laft  the  king's  declaration  in  1672  delivered 
him  from  the  hands  of  his  cruel  perfecutors. 
Laitly,  in  the  year  1683,  the  parochial  officers  of 
Woodbridge,  excited  thereto  by  Edward  Brume, 
pried  of  that  place,  came  to  the  meeting  there, 
when  a  church-warden  and  conftable  feized 
William  Bennet  with  violence  whilit  on  his 
knees  at  prayer,  and  haled  him  and  feveral  others 
before  Edward  Jenny,  juftlce,    who   committed 

them 
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chap,  them  to  Melton  jail,  where  William  Bennet  was 
vJ^l,  cloiely  confined  until  the  feflions,  when  he  was 
i68       indi&ed  for  being  at  a  riotous  aflembly  ;  he  ufed 
Melton.'    many  arguments  to  prove  the   religious    meet- 
ings  he  frequented  were  peaceable,  and  purely 
to  worfhip  God,  and  pleaded  Not   guilty  to    the 
indictment  :  Being  then  required  to  give  bail  for 
his  appearance  at  another  feflions,  and  for   his 
good  behaviour,  for  his  refufal  he  was   commit- 
Ou  his  trial,  ted,  and  brought  with  others  upon  his  trial  be- 
fore Chriftopher  Melton,  chairman  :  He  pleaded 
his  caufe  with  fo  much  force  of  reafon,  that  the 
jury  brought  in    their   verdict  Not    guilty.     At 
the  jury      which  the  chairman  being  difpleafed,  perfuaded 
bring  him   them   to    return  and    alter    their  verdict,  upon 
gniky,  are  which  they  brought  him  in  guilty   of  being  pre- 
[terfj,aded    fent  at  an  unlawful    aflembly :     The  chairman 
thfirvcr-    ordered  William   to   be  carried  to    Ipfwich  the 
dld;  fame    day  in    order  to   be   fined,    it    being    the 

toipfwkh  Sharped  time  of  that  winter,  fo  remarkable  for 
in  very  cold  extremity  of  cold  ;  in  going  thither  he  received 
vca .  er,  muc]1  wctj  jt  fnowing  hard  all  the  way  ;  and 
muchwet,  coming  thither  late,  and  many  other  prifoners 
takes  cold,  with  him,  for  want  of  a  bed  he  was  obliged  to 
never  got  fit  UP  a^  night  in  that  wet  cold  condition,  which 
free  trom.  fo  weakened  him,  who  was  naturally  of  a  ten- 
der conftitution,  that  he  never  got  the  better 
Fined zoi.  of  it.  At  the  feflions  there  he  was  fined  20I. 
d.  and  fent  back  to  prifon.  At  the  fucceeding  fef- 
fions  he  was  called  again,  when  no  mention  was 
made  of  the  fine  ;  but  the  court  pretending  they 
had  a  particular  order  from  the  king  to  deal 
with  him,  tendered  him  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  upon  his  refufal  took  211  additional  occa- 
fion  of  continuing  him  in  prifon.  Thefe  different 
modes  of  perfecting   this   innocent   man  fhew 

the 
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the  unrelenting  malice  of  the  ruling  party  at  this  chap. 
time,  and  the  determined  refolution   of  his   per-      xv. 
fecutors  to  prolong  his  imprifonment   to  the    ut-  ^ — •/— ■ -* 
moft.  By  his  clofe  and  continued  confinement  he     *684. . 
grew  weaker  and  weaker,  till  as  many  others  had 
done,  he  fell  a  facriflce  to  the  vindictive  temper 
of  partial  magiftrates,  and  the  forced   conftruc- 
tion  of  unequal  laws ;  for  the  hardfhip  of  his  un- 
merited imprifonment,  put  a  period  to  his  exift-]p;eskythe 
ence  in   the   body  the    23d  of  the  4th  month,  fufferedps 
1684. 

Equally  remarkable  were  the  repeated  and  fe-  Life  and 
vere  fufFeriners   of  Thomas   Stordy,  of   Moore-  Offerings 

01  'JTriomsis 

houfe  in  Cumberland,  who  alfo  laid  down  his  stordy. 
life  in  this  year  in  Cartifle  jail,  under  a  cruel 
perfecution  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con- 
fcience.  He  was  defcended  from  a  family  of  re- 
pute in  that  country,  and  born  to  the  inheri- 
tance of  a  handfome  eftate ;  and  had  his  reli- 
gious, fentiments  fallen  in  with  the  paflion  for 
conformity,  now  predominant,  he  might  have 
bid  fair  for  making  fome  figure  in  his  country, 
and  holding  a  rank  of  eminence  therein. 

But  about  the  term  of  middle  age  he  became 
ferioufly  thoughtful  about  his  better  part,  where- 
by he  was  circumfcribed  in  his  views  and  de- 
fires  after  the  vanities  and  carnal  gratifications, 
the  pomp  and  the  power  of  this  world,  and  in- 
cited to  the  purfuit  of  pure  religion,  as  the 
foundation  of  peace  here,  and  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter:  With  this  view  he  joined  in  fo- 
ciety  with  the  independents,  amongft  whom  he 
was  in  particular  eftimation  for  his  talent  in  ex- 
hortations, expofitions,  and  fuch  like  religious 
exercifes  in  ufe  amongft  them.  After  fome  time 
he  left  them,  and  joined  the  people  called  Quakers, 

Vol.  III.  C  which 
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chat,  which  in  the  circumftances  of  the  times  was  an 
xv.     indubitable  proof  of  the   fincerity  of  his  heart 

*> — sr-y  in  his  religious  refearches  ;  when  having  it  in 
1684.  his  power  to  live  in  eafe  and  affluence,  by  a  tem- 
porizing conduct,  what  but  a  confcientious 
perfuafion  of  a&ing  right  could  induce  him  to 
embrace  a  profemon  hated,  vilified,  perfecuted 
and  expofed  to  the  lofs  of  all  that  mankind 
reckons  valuable  ?  In  this  fociety  he  fpent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  near  unity  with  his 
friends,  and  truly  refpe&able  in  his  neighbour- 
hood as  a  man  of  a  circumfpect,  fober  and  tem- 
perate demeanour  amongft  them,  upright  in  his 
dealings,  obliging  in  his  difpofition,  hofpitable 
in  his  houfe,  and  liberally  charitable  to  the  poor 
around  him.  But  in  this  age,  at  once  bigotted 
and  licentious,  virtues  the  molt  confpicuous  were 
inefficient  to  fecure  the  pofieflbr  from  the  iron 
hand  of  perfecution,  from  priefts  and  prieft- 
ridden  magistrates,  who  would  fee  no  virtue  be- 
yond the  pale  of  conformity,  nor  hardly  vice 
within  it,  feeming  to  place  the  fum  of  religion 
therein.  Thomas  Stordy  was  firft  imprifoned  in 
the  general"  imprifonment  in  1660,  for  declining 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  detained  in 
prifort  nine  weeks.  We  have  already  feen  his 
illegal  imprifonment  at  Carlifle  in  1662,  and 
his  condemnation  in  a  premunire,  under  which 

Pnfoner      j^  was  detained  a  clofe  prifoner  ten  years   from 

Carlifle.  his  wife  and  family,  until  he  was  releafed  by  the 
king's  aforefaid  declaration  in  1672  :  His  real 
eftate  was  recovered  through  the  interceflion  of 
Charles  Howard  earl  of  Carlifle  ;  but  his  per- 
gonal eftate  entirely  loft  ;  and  as  if  his  imprifon- 
ment, and  the  lofs  of  his  fubftance  was  not  a 
fufficient  gratification  of  the  enmity  of  the  perfe- 

cutors, 
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cutors,  in  the  year  1670,  whilfl  lying  under  thisc  hap. 
confinement,    now   of  eight  years    duration,    a      xv* 
warrant  was  granted  againfl  his  goods  and  chat-  v-^v^-^ 
ties  for  a  fine  of  20I.   10s.  upon  the  conventicle     l684* 
aft,  for  a  meeting  at  Moorhoufe.     Thus  was  an 
honeft    refpectable  citizen    harrafled   by   profe- 
cution  upon  profecution,  and  penalty  upon  pe- 
nalty, by  the  variety  of  penal  laws  now  brought 
into  force ;  though  innocent  of  any  crime  againfl 
the  date :    firfl    arbitrarily   imprifoned   as  fedi- 
tious,  although  guiltlefs    of  any  feditious    prac- 
tice ;     again  flill    more    arbitrarily    imprifoned 
without  apparent  caufe  ;  and  to  detain  him  there, 
occafion  was  fought  againfl  him  to  deprive  him 
at  once  of  his  liberty  and  property,  by  a  fnare 
laid  for  the  purpofe,  becaufe  he  durfl  not  vio- 
late the  command  of  Chrift,  as  he  underftood 
it ;  fined  for  a  meeting  when  he  was  under   re- 
ftraint  feveral  miles  from  it,  and  lail  of  all  pro- 
fecuted  by  one  Launcelot  Simpfon  *,  a  proc\or, 

on 

*  The  character  of  this  Launcelot  Simpfon  maybe  ga- 
thered from  a  more  particular  account  we  have  of  his  treat- 
ment of  Richard  Banks.  This  man,  one  of  the  fame  fociety, 
being  a  farmer,  rented  fome  land,  which  Simpfon  purchafed : 
who,  not  content  with  the  rent  of  his  purchafe,  feemed  to 
adopt  a  plan  for  poffeffing  himfelf  of  the  belt,  part  of  the  te- 
nant's property,  and  impoverifhing  him  at  once.  He  profe- 
cuted  him  in  the  ecclefiaftical  court  to  excommunication,  and 
under  pretence  that  all  he  had  was  too  little  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  profecution,  he  came  one  day  in  the  owner's  ab- 
fence  with  an  affiftant,  and  nailed  up  his  granary  and  barn 
door,  turning  out  all  his  thrafhers :  He  came  again  in  the 
night  when  the  family  was  in  bed,  and  took  poffeOion  of  his 
ftable  and  cow-houfe  and  turned  out  his  cattle,  and  the  fnow 
lying  thick  on  the  ground,  fome   of  the  young    calves  pc- 

*  BefTe,  v.  :.  page  I  30. 

C  z  timed 
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c  h  a  p.  on  the  revived  obfolete  ftatute  of  23  Eliz.  for  20I. 
xv«      a  month  for  abfence  from  the   public  worfhip, 

^^^  caft:  into  prifon  and  detained  there  feveral  years, 
1684.  until  his  death,  which  happened  the  2 2d  of  De- 
cember, 1684.  As  he  fought  for  folid  peace  of 
mind  fhrough  many  tribulations,  he  was  fa- 
voured therewith  at  his  conclufion,  for  not  long 
before  his  deceafe,  being  vifited  by  fome  of  his 
friends,  he  encouraged  them  to  faithfulnefs  by 
this  testimony  to  the  advantage  thereof,  "  if 
"  you  continue  faithful  to  the  Lord  whilft  ye 
"  live  in  this  world,  he  will  reward  you,  as  he 


riilied  with  the  cold,  and  others  were  with  difficulty  recover- 
ed :  He  caufed  the  hedge  to  be  torn  away  from  the  hay 
ftack,  and  put  his  own  cattle  to  eat  it.  The  poor  man  had 
about  nine  fcore  .meep,  to  thefe  Simpfon  pretended  a  title 
and  by  thofe  means  deterred  others  from  purchafing  any  of 
them;  fo  that  after  contesting  his  claim,  and  the  death  of 
near  a  third  part,  the  owner  was  obliged  to  let  Simpfon 
take  them  at  his  own  price,  which  was  about  one  third  of 
the  value.  Richard  Banks,  perceiving  he  was  like  to  obtain 
neither  quiet  nor  property,  while  expofed  to  the  chicanery  and 
oppreifion  of  this  man,  took  another  farm  twenty  miles  dif- 
tant.  Even  thither  Simpfon  purfued  him,  and  fliortly  after 
had  him  arretted  on  a  writ  of  excommunication  ;  but  this 
upon  examination  proving  out  of  date,  his  purpofe  was  pre- 
vented at  that  time.  He  afterwards  caufed  both  the  faid 
R.ichard  and  his  wife  to  be  apprehended  together,  and  taken 
away  from  their  children  and  fervants,  by  fuch  rude  unfeel- 
ing perfons  as  are  generally  employed  in  fuch  offices,  who 
would  not  give  them  time  to  leave  the  neceflary  directions  be- 
hind them,  nor  fcarce  fpeak  to  their  workmen,  having  at 
that  time  ten  men  at  work.  On  their  way  to  prifon  they 
met  Simpfon,  of  whom  Richard  demanded  before  witnefTes, 
"  If  he  owed  him  any  thing  :"  But  the  other  could  not  make 
any  demand  appear,  only  reckoning  his  imprifonment  was  for 
contempt  of  the  law  :  Richard  then  defiring  the  forbearance 
of  only  two  days  to  put  his  affairs  in  fome  order,  Simpfon 
replied,  "  He  would  not  give  him  two  hours." 

"  now 
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"  now   revvardeth   me,  with  his  fweet  peace. "  chap. 
His  teftimony  againft  tithes  under  the  gofpel  dif-      xv« 
penfation  was  proved  to   be  truly   confcientious,  v-^v^>' 
for  after  he  was   convinced  of  the    impropriety     l684* 
of  the  demand,  he  not  only  rcfufed  to  pay  them, 
but  to  receive  them  ;  for  he  inherited   from  his 
predeceflbrs  an  impropriation  of  iol.  per  annum, 
which   he  releafed  to   the  owners   of  the  lands 
from  whence  they  accrued  (to  whom  he  thought 
they  belonged  of  right)  by   a   legal  inftrument 
quitting  claim  thereto,  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and 
affigns  for  ever. 

Thus  the  revived  perfecution  was  carried  on  to 
the  death  of  King  Charles  II.  without  relaxation, 
who  about  this  time  was  taken  off  in  a  fudden 
fit  of  convulfion  or  apoplexy,  leaving  little  lefs 
than  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the  people 
called  Quakers  in  prifon  on  various  profecutions. 
Having  now  finifhed  the  account  of  this  perfe- 
cting reign  in  England,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
tranfactions  of  the  fucceeding  reign  it  feems  a 
proper  period  to  take  another  review  of  the  ftate 
of  this  fociety  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and 
firft  in  Ireland. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XVI. 


IRELAND. 


Account  of  William  Morris. — Benjamin  Bangs  vi- 
Jits  Ireland. — At  Antrim  rudely  treated,  but  has 
afterwards  a  folid  Meeting. — His  Prediclion. — ■ 
He  meets  with  a  Company  of  Men,  whofe  Teacher 
is  fed. — Which  affords  him  Occafion  to  recom- 
mend them  a  Teacher  in  their  own  Hearts. — ■ 
William  Edmundfon  and  Robert  Jackfon  profe* 
cuted  for  Tithe.— William  Edmundfon1 's  Confe- 
rence with  the  Bijhop. — Procures  their  Liberty. 
—Diffenters  ordered  to  difcontinue  their  Meet- 
ings,—'Friends  continue  to  meet  as  ufuaL—* 
jfohn  Burnyeat  committed  to  Prifon. 

chap.  THIS  year  died  b  William  Morris,  of  Caftle- 
xvi.     Salem  in  the  county  of  Cork,  who   at  the  time 

^ — v — '  William  Edmundfon  was  put  in  the  flocks  at 
1680.    Belturbet  was  an  elder  of  repute  amongft  the 

w.CMorris.  baptifts,  and  a  man  in  authority,  being  a  cap- 
tain in  the  army,  a  juftice  of  peace,  and  com- 
mimoner  of  the  revenue  ;  and  upon  the  occafion 
remonftrated  againft  the  magiftracy  there,  in  fa- 
vour of  William  and  his  brethren,  telling  thefe 
perfecuting  independents,  the  time  would  come 
when  they  would  be  glad  to  Jhelter  under  their  [the 

b  Rutty, 

Quakers'] 
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Quakers']  wings:    Although  he  was   a   man  of  chap. 
great  abilities^   he  had   been   convinced    by    a      xvi. 
weak  inftrument,  and  it  being  now  known   that  ^v^ 
he  had  joined  this  people,  his  commimons  were    l682« 
taken  from  him.     But  being   a   perfon  of  con- 
fiderable  confequence,  both  from  his  ftation   in 
the  world,  and   his  abilities  as  a  man,  he  was 
a  ferviceable   member  of  this   fociety,  particu- 
larly in  applications  to  the  government   on  be- 
Jialf  of  his  fuffering  friends,  with  whom  he  alfo 
ihared  in  fuffering.     He  wrote  an  excellent  little 
tract,  intitled  Tithes  no  Gofpel  Ordinance." 

Benjamin  Bangs,    from   Chelhire,    landed  in  Eenjamin 
Dublin,   and  travelled  through   feveral  parts    of  Ba"ssjifit» 
this  nation,  exercifmg  his  miniftry  to  the  edifi- 
cation of  his  brethren,  and  their  number  was 
increafed  by  the  convincement   of  many,  who 
before  had  not  profeffed  with  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  travels  he  came   to  An-  At  Antrim 
trim,  the  inhabitants  of  which  town  were  mod: ly  j^"*^!* 
of  the  preibyterian  profeffion,  fundry  emigrants  treatment, 
from  Scotland  having  at  different  times  removed  ^deadi be- 
ep fettle  in  thefe  parts.  He  had  a  meeting  here  ingreprtir- 
in  the  evening,  which    was  greatly  crowded  by  \  folfd  as 
thefe  high  profeffors,  fome  of  whom  are  faid  to  meeting. 
have  come  with  a  defign  to  oppofe  him.     The 
meeting-houfe   being  too   fmall    to   contain  the 
number    reforting    thereto,   the  people   without 
grew  very  tumultuous  and  noify,  and  at  length 
while  Benjamin  was  preaching,  began  to  throw 
pieces  of    dirt   and  turf ;  upon    obferving  fuch 
rudenefs,  he  made  a  full  flop,  which  occafioned 
a  general   filence,    and  after  a   fliort   paufe  he 
made   this   remark,    "  I    underfland    this    is   a 
"  place  of  great  profeffion    of  religion.     I   am 
f  forry  to  fee  fo  much  irreligion  as   appears    a- 

"  mongfb 
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mongft  you  at  this   time,  through  your  rude 
behaviour.     It  is  not  long  fince  I  came  out  of 
my  native  country,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be 
1682.     «  iong  £rc  1  return  again,  and  then  what  fhall  I 
t;  fay  of  you  to   your   poor  fuffering    brethren 
"  in  England  ?"     This  remonftrance,  expreffed 
in  great  awfulnefs,    affected  the  more  confide- 
ratc  part   of  the  audience    with  a  fenfe  of  the 
fcandal,  which  fuch   abufive   behaviour  brought 
on  their  profeflion  of  religion,  and  therefore  ex- 
erting themfelves  to  quell  the   diforder,  and  put- 
ting a  flop  thereto,  the  meeting  afterwards  was 
held  in  great  folemnity,    whereby   many  prefent 
were  reached  to  the  heart,  and  a  young  man   of 
the  popifh  perfuanon  convinced,  as  were   many 
others  in  this  part  of  the  nation. 
Hispre-  Benjamin,  to   the  aforefaid  remonftrance,  was 

concerned  to  add  this  prediction,  the  time  draws 
nigh  that  ye  ivill  be  blown  away  like   chaff  before 
the  fummer  thr a/lung  floor,  and  the  place  of  your 
meetings  fhall  not  be  found;  which  before  he  left 
the  nation    he    found  to  be    brought    to   pafs  : 
After    attending     the    half-year's     meeting     in 
Dublin,  and  travelling  fouthward   to  Cork,  and 
from  thence   to  Tralee  in  the   county    of  Kerry, 
a  place  where  none  of  the  people  called  Quakers 
relided,    and   where    they    were  little    known ; 
amongll   thefe  itrangers,  to  whom,  from  a  parti- 
cular impulfe  on  his  mind,  he  paid  this  religious 
vint,  he  had  a  comfortable  meeting,  under  the 
fenfe  of  divine   afliflance  attending    him    in  his 
fervice,  and  affe&mg   the  minds    of  the  people 
with  religious  confederation,   with  folid    impref- 
fions  whereof  they  withdrew  from  the  meeting ; 
and  he  returned  again  to  the  North,  where  on  the 
way  from  Antrim   to  Grange  he  obferved  ten 

or 
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or  twelve  men  walking  along  in  a  very  folitary  CHAP, 
manner,  and  it  arofe  in  his  heart,  Thefe  are  Jheep      xvi. 
having  no  jhepherd :  When  he  came  up  to  them,  v«>rv^ 
he    entered  into   difcourfe  with  them,    and  en-    *682:_ 

r     ,  t     i_  •  Meets  with 

quiring  or  them,  it  they  were  going  to  a  meet- a company 
ing.     They  anfwered,  our  minijier  is  Jtlenced,  for  of  m?ni 
orders  are  come  down,  prohibiting  all  diffenters  him  their 
from  affembling,y&  now  we  have  no  teacher •,  which  ^^j15 
appeared  to  him  in  effect  to  verify  his  prediction, 
that  their  meeting  could  not  be  found.     For  the  ini- 
mical   difpoiition    entertained  at    this    time   by 
the  ruling  party  in  England   againft  diffenters, 
having  fpread  to  Ireland,  exerted  itfelf  in  fimilar 
meafures  of  perfecution  to   fupprefs   their  meet- 
ings, which  produced  the  effect  defigned  here  as 
well  as  there,  with  the   feveral    other  claffes    of 
diffenters:    The   people    generally,    except    the 
Quakers,    declined    their  public  meetings,   and 
their  teachers  abfconded,  to  efcape  perfecution. 

Benjamin  Bangs  from  the  previous  difcourfe,  which  ad- 
took  occafion  to  bring  them  off  from  a  depend-  ^n^Z7o 
ance  upon  hireling   teachers,  as  "  the    hireling  refer  them 
"  fleeth  becaufe  he  is  a  hireling  and   careth  not  teacher  in 
"  for  the  flock,"  (John  x.   u,   12,   13.)  and  to their own 
turn  them  to  the  teacher  that  cannot  be  removed 
into  a   corner,    "  the   inward    principle   of    the 
"  grace  of  God,    that  bringeth   falvation,    and 
"  hath  appeared  unto  all    men,    teaching    them 
"  what   to  deny,    and  how   to   live,    Titus,  ii. 
"    11.  12.  The  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit  given 
"  to  every  one  to  profit   withal,    1    Cor.  xii.  7." 
advifing  them  to  turn  their  minds  inward,  and 
mind   the  fecret  operations  of  it,  whereby  they 
would  find  b^  a  lively  experience,  that  it  checks 
for  bad  words    and    bad    actions ;  and   as   they 
minded  its  teachings,  they  would  find  it  would 

lead 
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CHAP,  lead  them  into  all  truth.     The  men  were   well 
xvi.    pleafed,  and  affected  with  his  difcourfe,  declaring 

*-— v-«^  at  parting,  they  had  never  heard  things  fo  opened 
1682.     t0  them  in  their  lives. 

Here  we  have  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
fpirit  of  univerfal  charity  and  benevolence,  of 
the  zeal  and  diligence,  which  actuated  thefe  an- 
cient laborious  minifters  among  the  people  called 
Quakers  of  this  age,  to  watch  every  opportunity 
to  anfwer  the  end  of  their  callings,  to  promote 
truth,  and  explain  to  mankind  the  way  of  life 
and  falvation,  without  fee  or  reward  from  man. 
Benjamin  Bangs  having  travelled  upwards  of  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  miles,  held  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  meetings,  exclufive  of  Dublin, 
and  fpent  near  twelve  months  in  laborious  and 
profitable  fervice  amongft  his  friends  and  others, 
returned  home. 

William  William    Edmundfon    and    Robert     Tackfon 

Edmuncifon  .        .         .  r  i*ii»/i* 

and  Robcn  having  been  prolecuted  in  the  bilhop  s   court  to 
jackfon      excommunication   for    non-payment    of   tithes, 

prolecuted  ,  l     J      .         ,  «r 

for  tithes,    were  taken   upon  a   writ,  committed  to  pnion, 
and    detained    prifoners    about    twenty   weeks, 
when  the  Earl  of  Ely  (their  landlord)  interefting 
himfelf  to  procure  their  liberty,  the   bilhop  or- 
dered them   to  appear  perfonally  in  his  court  at 
Kildare,  where  they  appeared  accordingly  before 
the  bifhop,  in  company  with  feveral  priefts,    the 
aforefaid  earl,  and  fundry  other  perfons  of  note. 
The  bifhop  defired  to  know   William    Edmund- 
wniiam     f°n's   reafons    why  he  did  not   pay   tithes ;  but 
r.dmundfon  William  was  not  forward  to  enter  upon  the  fub- 
c^ference  je&>   being  diffident  of  his  capacity   to    manage 
with  the     it,  fo  as   not    to  hurt  a  good   cauie    through   a 
1  lop'       weak  defence.     Notwithstanding,  as   the   bifhop 
was    urgent,    a  conference   commenced,   which 

hgid 
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held  for  three  hours,  wherein  William  was  ena-  chap. 
bled,    with   wifdom    and  underftanding,   as  he      XVI» 
thought,  fuperior  to  his  own,  and  a  ready  recol-  S — </-*' 
lection  of   arguments   from  fcripture,  to  prove    ?°83. 
tithes  abolijhed,  and   that  it  was   antichriftian  to 
pay  or  receive  them  in  the  go/pel  difpenfation,  to 
the   full  fatisfaftion  of   the   audience :   So  that 
their  fuffering  and  this  conference  thereupon  had 
a   good  effect,    and  fome  other   religious    fub- 
jecls  were  handled,  which  afforded  William  Ed- 
mundfon  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  princi- 
ples of  himfelf  and  friends,  in  relation  to  a  gof- 
pel  minirtry,  faith,  and  the  true  worfhip  of  God. 
The  bifhop,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
moderation,  foon  after  caufed  them  to  be  releaf-  which  pro- 
ed,  and  afterwards  both  himfelf  and  the  officers  ubcnj. eir 
of  his  court  behaved  with  kindnefs  towards  the 
members  of  the  fociety. 

About    the  middle    of   this  fummer  a   frefh     1683. 
order  was  iifued  by   government  to   the   feveral  D'p^f8 

r    o  r     1  •  rr  /     2.    '   ,:.  r     -  .         ordered  to 

iects  of  dilienters  in  Dublin,  to  forbear  meeting  difcontinuc 
publicly  in  their   worfhip   houfes    as    formerly  :  .r^eir  raecl* 
And  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin  fending  for  An- 
thony Sharp,  informed  him,  that  it  was  the  de- 
fire   of  government  that  his  friends  alfo  mould 
forbear   their   public   affemblies,  but  friends  re- 
turned anfwer,  that  they  believed  it  was   their  But  friend* 
indifpenfabl^  duty  to  meet   together   to    worfhip  ^pinuupe  to 
God,  from  whom   they  received  all  their  mer-  their  meet- 
cies,  and  not  to  neglect  this    reafonable  fervice'"5*' 
for  fear  of  human   penalties  ;  the    end   of  their 
affemblies  being  purely  for  divine   worfhip,  and 
for  no  other   purpofe.     In  confequence  of  thefe 
orders,  other  dilienters  generally  deferted    their 
meetings  ;  but  the  people  called  Quakers,  under 
perfuafion  of  duty,   affembled   together  as   for- 
merly 
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merly,  and  thereby  became  obnoxious  to  cen- 
furc  and  punifhment  from  the  fecular  power, 
^y  '  but  in  a  degree  very  fhort  of  the  fufferings  of 
,3'  their  brethren  in  England.  Upon  a  firit  day  the 
marfhal  and  feveral  of  the  mayor's  officers  came 
to  the  meeting  at  Wormwood -gate,  where  find- 
ing John  Burnyeat  preaching,  the  marmal  com- 
manded him  to  go  along  with  him,  which,  after 
fome  difcourfe,  he  did.  He  commanded  the 
meeting  to  difperfe,  but  the  members  kept  iheir 
places  quietly.  John  Burnyeat  being  taken  be- 
fore the  mayor,  was  afked,  why  they  aded  con- 
trary  to  the  orders  of  government?  To  which 
John  replied,  we  do  nothing  in  contempt  of  go- 
vernment. But,  faid  the  mayor,  why  do  you  not 
obey  then? 

John.  Becaufe  it  is  matter  of  confcience  to 
us,  and  that  which  we  believe  to  be  our  indif- 
penfable  duty,  to  meet  together  to  worfhip 
God. 

Mayor.  You  may  be  mined. 

John  Bum-       %hn.  If  we  be  milled  we  are  witling  to  be 

yeat  com-   informed. 

pifondt°  Then  it  being  urged  that  other  diflenters  had 
fubmitted  and  why  would  not  they  ?  To  which 
John  Burnyeat  returned  anfwer,  "  What  they  do 
"  will  be  no  plea  for  us  before  the  judgment  feat 
"  of  God."  After  fome  further  difcourfe,  the 
mayor  committed  him  to  prifon,  to  which,  foon 
after,  Anthony  Sharp  and  Alexander  Seaton  were 
committed.  After  a  month's  imprifonment,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  mayor  for  their  re- 
leafe,  who  refufed  ;  but  in  confequence  of  an 
application  to  the  Earl  of  Arran,  lord  deputy, 
it  was  obtained,  after  an  imprifonment  of  about 

two  months. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.         XVII. 
WEST       INDIES. 


The  Weft  Indian  IJJands  the  firft  Part  of  America 
'uifited  by  the  People  called  Quakers. — General 
Imprifonment  there. — Greatefl  Sufferings  for  re- 
fifing  to  hear  Arms. — Several  Friends  from 
Etigland  embark  for  Barbadoes. — George  Fox 
convenes  the  Mens  and  Women's  Meetings  at 
his  Lodgings  1  being  weak  at  his  Arrival. — Pays 
a  Vifit  to  the  Governor,  and  is  kindly  received, 
which  occafions  a  large  Meeting  at  Bridge- 
town.— Ralph  FreHuell,  a  fudge,  being  con- 
vinced, is  turned  out  of  his  Office. — Thomas 
Briggs  and  William  Edmundfon  proceed  to  An- 
tigua, thence  to  Nevis,  where  they  are  not 
fuffered  to  land. — George  Fox  continues  in  Bar- 
badoes, where  he  hath  good  Service. — The 
Priejls  endeavour  to  fir  up  Perfecution,  and 
to  render  Friends  fufpecled,  whereupon  they 
publijh  a  Gonfeffion  of  their  Faith. — Friends 
accufed  of  a  Defign  to  ftir  up  the  Negroes  to 
Rebellion. — Their  Vindication. — George  Fox  and 
ethers  pais  to  Jamaica. — Elizabeth  Hooton  dies 
there. — Her  Life. 

IT  hath  been    already  remarked    the  two  firft  c  h  a  p. 
of  thefe  people  who  went  to  New  England   ar-    xvn 
rived  there   in  a  fhip  from  Bavbadoes  in  1656.  *"    v^~/ 
Whence    it  appears    this   iiland   of   Barbadoes,        5 

and 


46  HISTORY     of     the 

chap,  and  the  adjacent  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Antigua, 
xvii.     were  tfoe  ^r^.  Qf  tjje  American  Plantations  which 
were    vifited    by    any    of    the    people    called 
The  weft-  Quakers    from  England,    whofe  labours  in  the 
?ndian  fi  a  wor"k-   °f   tne  miniftry   feem    to   have  been  at- 
lifitedby    tended  with  fuccefs,  to  the  convincement  of  fe- 
this  people,  Veral  of  the   inhabitants   of  the   validity  of  the 
doctrines  they   publifhed  ;   but  it  is  remarkable, 
that   in   every  quarter   of  the  world    wherever 
thefe    doftrines    fpread,    although    calculated  to 
promote  virtue,    peace,  and    due  fubordination 
in  religious    and  civil  fociety  ;  perfecution  ftili 
followed. 
1658.         In  the  ifland  of  Nevis,  Humphrey  Highwood^ 
the  firfl  inhabitant  who  entertained  the  people 
called  Quakers,    having  given  a  friendly  recep- 
tion to  three  of  them,  Peter  Head,  John  Roufe 
and  Mary  Fifher  ;  he  was  cited  to  appear  before 
the  governor,  and  charged  with   the  breach  of 
a  law  enjoining  notice  10  be   given  to  the  go- 
vernor  of  the  arrival  of  all  flrangers  within  a 
Humphry   limited  time,  which  the  faid  Humphrey,  through 
Hi|hwood  inadvertencv,  had   fulfered  to  elapfe,  for  which 

committed  -  7      .  „  .  r.7 

toprifon.    undeligned  omiilion  lie  was  committed  to  pn- 
fon. 

He  had  not  as  yet  embraced  the  principles  of 
the  faid  people,  but  after  fome  time  being  con- 
vinced thereof,  he  fuffered  imprifonment :  Firfl, 
for  declining  his  ufual  appearance  in  arms  and 
fervice  in  the  militia,  and  a  fecond  time  for  ap- 
pearing before  the  governor  with  his  hat  on, 
and  was  detained  in  prifon  till  the  next  court, 
at  which,  as  there  was  no  law  extant  making 
fuch  appearance  criminal,  he  was  fet  at  liberty  ; 
but  at  that  time  they  made  a  law,  That  wbofocver 
for  the  future  Jhould  come   into   any  court   with 

his 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS  47 

his  hat    on,  Jhould  pay    a  fine    of  five  hundred c  hap. 
■pounds  of  fugar,    or  fujfer    a    month's    hnprifon-    XVI1' 
ment.  j6  „ 

Upon  the  arrival   at  Barbadoes  of  the  king's     1C60. 
proclamation  in  confequence  of  the  infurreclion 
of  the  fifth  monarchy-men,  there  feems  to  have 
been  a  very  general  imprifonment   of  the  mem-  General  im- 
bers  of  this  fociety  in  that  ifland,  for  declining  pu  on 
the  oath   of  allegiance,  which    the    magiftrates 
here  were  zealous  to  inforce,  in  order  to  ingra- 
tiate themfelves  with  the  government. 

They  alfo  futfered  by  frequent  diftrefTes  for 
refufmg  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
priefts  by  law  eftablifhed,  and  toward  the 
charges  of  repairing  the  public  worfhip  houfes, 
which  were  enforced  by  penal  laws,  frequently 
executed  with  more  than  legal  feverity. 

But  they  were  expofed  to  the  fevered  of  fuf-  Greateft 
ferings  in   perfon  and  property  for  refufmg  to  {offerings 

,  °  r  ,         ^      u       r       -n         •  >m_     for  refufing 

bear  arms  or  work  at  the  fortifications,  i  he  t0  bear 
laws  of  the  country  requiring  the  perfonal  fer- arms- 
vice  of  the  inhabitants,  their  fervants  and 
horfes,  and  enacling  fevere  penalties  in  cafe  of 
default,  therefore  for  their  confcientious  tefti- 
mony  in  thefe  refpefb,  they  were  not  only  li- 
able to  fevere  fines  and  exorbitant  diflraints,  fre- 
quently to  double  the  value  of  the  eftimated 
fine,  but  to  frequent  imprifonments  and  corpo- 
ral punifhment,  at  the  arbitrary  pleafure  of  offi- 
cers and  military  commanders. 

Feeling  their  fufferings  heavy  and  multiplied, 
they  made  repeated  remonftrances  to  the  fuc- 
ceffive  governors  and  council  for  redrefs  of  their 
grievances  and  eafe  from  their  fufferings  ;  but. 
here,  as  in  England,  inftead  of  relief,  heavier 
penal  laws  were  often  the  refult. 

Soon 
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chap.       Soon  after    the    yearly   meeting  in   London 

*yj^.  in    1 67 1,    feveral   friends    took   {hipping    from 

,         England     in    order    to    vifit  the   Weft    Indies, 

Several '     and    other    parts    of   the  Britifh    dominions    in 

friends  from  America,     and    after   a   pafiage    of   near    two 

embark  for  months  arrived    fafely   in   Barbadoes.      In    this 

America,     voyage   they    were    clofely  purfued  by  a  Sallee 

man  of  war,  and  apparently  in  danger  of  being 

taken,    but  were  providentially   delivered  ;    for 

when  this  fhip  was  come  up  with  them,  it  being 

by  moon-light,    a    thick  cloud   intercepted   the 

view ;    the  moon  fet,  and   a  frefh  gale    arifing, 

carried  them  rapidly   on   their  courle,  and  they 

faw  them  no  more  \ 

The  friends  who  went  over  at  this  time  in 
company  were  George  Fox,  Thomas  Briggs, 
William  Edmundfon,  John  Roufe,  John  Stubbs, 
Solomon  Eccles,  James  Lancaster,  John  Cart- 
wright,  Robert  Widders,  George  Pattifon,  John 
Hull,  Elizabeth  Hooton  and  Elizabeth  Miers, 
and  John  Burnyeat  the  year  before.  George 
Fox,  through  indifpofirion,  was  fo  weak  at  his 
landing  that  he  was  not  of  ability  for  fome  time 
to  go  much  abroad,  but  his  fellow  labourers 
and  the  companions  of  his  voyage  entered  di- 
ligently upon  the  bufmefs,  which  had  induced 
them  to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  a  paflage 
to  thefe  remote  iflands,  viz.  to  promote  true 
religion  and  righteoufnefs  in  places  where  they 
were  too  little  conhdered  or  praclifed.  Here  their 
gofpel  labours  were  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were 
remarkably  awakened  from  their  fpiritual  le- 
thargy. 

a  George  Fox  and  William  Fdmundfon's  journals. 
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thargy.     The  meetings  crowded  by  people  of  all  c  H  A  P. 
degrees,     even    fome    of    the     principal    rank    XVIL 
amongff.  them,    and    many   were   convinced  of      fi 
the  truth  of  the  do&rines  they  publifhed. 

George  Fox's  concern  pointing  particularly 
to  the  promotion  of  that  difcipline  and  good 
order  amongft  his  friends  in  this  ifland,  which 
he  had    been  employed  in  eftabiifbing  in  other 

j        .  t  •-       ■  ui  ^  s.  1     .u  G.  Fox  con- 

parts,  and  not  being  able  yet  to  travel,  the  menvenesthc 

and  women  aflembled  in  their  refpective  meet-  men's  a,nd 
ings  for  the  affairs  of  the  fociety  at  his  lodging  Stings  ac 
at  Thomas  Rous's,  which  furnifhed  him  withhislods- 
the  opportunity  of  being  prefent,  where  he  e ' 
found  his  affiflance  and  directions  much  wanted, 
fundry  diforders  having  crept  in  for  want  of 
vigilance  and  care.  Befides  the  fubjects  of  dif- 
cipline ufual  in  other  places,  he  recommended 
to  their  efpecial  care  the  cafe  of  their  negro 
flaves,  advifing  to  inftrucl:  them  in  Chriflianity, 
and  endeavour  to  inft.il  into  them  the  fear  of 
their  creator,  as  well  thofe  they  might  purchafe 
as  thofe  who  were  born  in  their  families  ;  alfo 
that  they  fhould  caufe  their  overfeers  to  treat 
them  with  humanity  and  gentlenefs,  and  not 
to  follow  the  cuflom  too  prevalent  of  ufing 
them  with  cruelty  ;  and  that  after  certain  years 
of  fervitude  they  mould  fet  them  free.  This 
advice  being  well  accepted  and  obferved  by  the 
members  of  this  fociety,  caufed  a  general  alarm 
to  the  inhabitants  ;  gave  a  handle  to  their  ad- 
verfaries  to  mifreprefent  their  good  intentions, 
and  fome  time  after  occafioned  them  trouble 
and  damage. 

After   George  Fox   was  able  to    go  abroad,  g.  fo^ 
he,    in  company   with    his  hofl  Thomas  Rous,  j^f "  v^f 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  governor,  who  received  them  vernor, 
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chap,  with  remarkable    kindnefs  ;    and    a    few    days 

xvii.    after,  a  general  meeting  being  held  at  Bridge- 

' — * — J  town,  the  rumour  of  this  vifit  to  the  governor, 

l67J-    and  the  kind  reception  he  met  with,  drew  many 

which        0f  the  officers,    both    civil    and   military,    and 

large  mat-  others  not  of  the  loweft  ranks,  from  moft  parts 

ins at         of   the    ifland    to  the  meeting.     Lewis  Morris, 

towiT       who  had  been  a  colonel  and  a  member  of  the 

council,  having  been  before  convinced,  brought 

in  company  with  him  Ralph  Fretwell,  a  judge 

in   the  ifland.     The  meeting,    which  was  very 

large,  was  conducted  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion  of 

Ralph  Fret- the  general    part  of    the  audience,  and  Ralph 

weUbeirig  Fretwen    aforefaid,    through  the  powerful    and 

convinced,       _.  ,  .    . n       *      -      _  °  „*  , 

effectual  miniltry  of  George  rox,  was  tho- 
roughly convinced ;  and  not  difcouraged  by  the 
general  contempt  which  this  people  lay  under, 
openly  profefied  himfelf  of  the  fociety  of  the 
people  called  Quakers.  He  was  one  of  the 
chief  judges  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
this  iiland,  had  been  regularly  fworn  into  of- 
fice, and  executed  it  with  integrity  and  honour  -7 
but  after  this  his  profeflion,  his  adverfaries  in- 
outUo? hi  kke<\  uPon  n*s  bemg  fwo™  again,  on  purpofe 
pkee  of  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  his  religious 
judge.  fcrUplCj  and  procured  it  to  be  put  to  the  vote 
in  council.  Many  of  the  council  difapproved 
of  the  motion,  and  upon  putting  the  queflion, 
they  were  equally  divided,  but  the  governor 
having  the  carting  vote  gave  it  againfl  him, 
being  actuated  more  by  the  narrownefs  of  party 
fpirit,  prevalent  in  this  age,  than  a  regard  to 
juflice  or  the  public  good. 
Thoma*  After  this  meeting  Thomas  Briggs  and  Wil- 

wcrdand  nam  Edmundfon    took   leave  of   George  Fox, 
nuindfon     and  proceeded    to    the  iflands  of  Antigua  and 

proceed  to  Nevis. 

Antigua, 
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Nevis.     In  the  former  they  had  large  meetings,  chap. 
attended  by  many   of  the  principal  inhabitants,    xvn. 
as    well    as    numbers    of    other   ranks.     Many v — ^^^ 
were  convinced  by  their  miniftry,  and  amongft     l67i. 
the  reft  Colonel  Winthrop,  who   had  been  go- 
vernor, at  whofe  houfe  they  had  afterwards  feve- 
ral  large  and  fatisfa&ory  meetings. 

b  When  they  had  finimed  their  fervice  in  An- 
tigua they  fet  fail  for  Nevis,   where  foon  after  *«™e  t0 
they    came    to    anchor.     A  marfhal   was    fent  where  they 
aboard  by  the    governor,    a    man  of   a   perfe-  fered°t0fuf" 
cuting  fpirit,  with  orders,  that  none  jhould  come  land, 
ajkore  until  he  knew  whence  the  vejfel  came,  and 
who  were   in  it ;    in  confequence  whereof  they 
were  detained  on  board ;  and  the  governor  re- 
ceiving intelligence  who   the  paflengers    in  the 
veifel  were,  immediately  fent   an-  officer  and  a 
guard  of  foldiers,  with  ftrict  command  to  fuffer 
none  of  them  to  go  on  fhore,    nor  any  of  the 
iflanders  to  go  on  board  to  fee  or  converfe  with 
them,   upon  the    penalty    of  a  large   fine  ;    but 
the  officer  and  foldiers  being   of  a  better  tem- 
per,  carried   themfelves    kindly   to   them,   and 
furFered  feveral  of  their  friends  to  come  to  vifit 
them,   and  by   confent  of  the  owner  of  the  vef- 
fel,  Colonel  Winthrop,  they  held  a  meeting  on 
board,  to  their  mutual  edification. 

The  governor  fent  for  the  mafter  of  the 
fhip,  who  was  no  (Quaker,  and  obliged  him  to 
enter  into  a  bond  of  ioool.  flerling  to  carry 
them  back  to  Antigua  ;  but  in  the  mean  time, 
while  they  lay  there,  Colonel  Stapieton,  gover- 
nor of  Montferrat,  paid  them  a  vifit,  to  whom 
William  Edmundfon  Complained   of   the  inhof- 

fc  William  Edmundfon 's  journal.    Befle. 

D  2  pitable 
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c  h  a. r. pitable  treatment   cf    this  governor   of  Nevis: 
.*      '     "  That  it  was  very  hard  ufage,  that  they,  being 
6_       "  Englishmen,  and   coming  fo   far  as  they  had 
'  '    "  done   to   vifit  their    countrymen,    mould    be 
"  prohibited  from   coming  on  more,  to  refrefh 
"  themfelves  within   King  Charles's  dominions, 
"  after  fuch  a  long  voyage."     Colonel  Staple- 
ton  replied,  "  It  is  true  ;  but  we  hear  that  fince 
"  your  coming   into  the  Carribee  iflands  feven 
"  hundred  of  our   militia  are   turned  Quakers, 
"  and   Quakers  will   not  fight,    and    we    have 
u  need  of  men  to  fight,    being  furrounded  by 
"  enemies,  and    that   is  the  reafon  why  gover- 
"  nor  Wheeler  will   not  furler  you  to  come  on 
*£  more."     Accordingly,  by  the  governor's  or- 
ders, they  were  carried  back  to  Antigua,  where 
they     were    received    with    gladnefs    by    their 
friends,  met  with  no  moleftation  from   the  go- 
vernment,   their  meetings   were   reforted   to  by 
many    of   all  ranks,    and    their  teflimony  well 
received  by  them, 
o.  Fox  con-      d  George  Fox  continued  flill  exercifed  in  his 
tbuesin     miniilerial    gift    in    Barbadoes,    where    he    had 
and  hath S    many  large  and   fatisfactory  meetings,  both  for 
good  fer-    worfhip  and  difcipline,  free  from   any  interrup- 
tion from  the  government,  the  former  of  which 
many   of    other  focieties   attended.     At  one   of 
them  Colonel  Lyne,    a  fober  man,  was  fo  well 
fatisfied  with  George  Fox's  teftimony,    that  he 
expreffed  his  fatisfaclion  in  thefe  terms  :   "  Now 
"  I  can  gainfay  fuch  as  I  have  heard  fpeak   evil 
"  of  you,    who  fay   you   do    not  own    Chrift, 
"  nor  that   he   died  ;   whereas    1   perceive   you 


George  Fox's  journal. 
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*c  exalt  Chrift:  in   all  his  offices,  beyond  what  Ichap. 
"  have  ever  heard  before."  xvn 

But  as  his  labour  in  the  Gofpel  was  effectual     l6 
to  the  convincement  of  feveral  in  mod  parts  ofrhepriefts 
the  ifland,  the  priefts  and  their  partizans  being  j°^Jv°ur 
much  difturbed   and  alarmed,    had   recourfe   to  perfection, 
their  cuitomary  means  of  redrefs,  in  endeavours 
to   inftigate   the  magiftrates    to   fevericy  againfl 
him  and  his  fellow-labourers  ;   but  finding  them- 
felves  frultrated  in  thefe  endeavours,  they  next 
exerted   themfelves    to   render   them  odious    or 
fufpecled,  by  firenuoufly  difperfing  amongft  the 
people  the  vulgar  calumnies  of  the  time,  which 
had  been  repeatedly  objected  to  them,  and  as and  ren 
often    refuted   by    them,    "  That   they    denied  pe'aed, 
"  God,  Chrilljefus,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  &c." 
whereupon    they   thought  it    requilite    to   draw  whereupon 
up    and     publifh    a    confeflion    of    their    faith,  !jh%$£| 
wherein    they    afTert    their   belief   in    one  only  of  their 
wife,  omnipotent  and  eternal  God,   the   creator faith' 
of  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  pre- 
ferver    of  all   that  he  hath  made,  who  is   God 
over  all,  blefled  for  ever.     That  they  own  and 
believe  in   Jefus  Chriit,  his    only  begotten  fon, 
who    was    conceived   by  the  Holy   Ghoft,    and 
born  of   the   Virgin  Mary,    in  whom   we  have 
redemption   through    his   blood,    even    the   for- 
givenefs  of  fins.     That  he  was  crucified  for  us 
in  the   fiefh,  without  the  gates  of   Jerusalem  ; 
was  buried,    and    rofe   again  the   third   day  by 
the  power    of  his  father  for   our  juflification  : 
That    he    afcended    up    into   heaven,    and   now 
fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 

Concerning  the  holy  fcriptures,  they  believe 
they   were   given   forth  by   the  Holy  Spirit  of 

God, 
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chap.  God,  through  the  holy  men  of  God,  who 
y^™,  e  "  fpoke  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
l6  "  Ghoft  ;"  that  they  are  to  be  read  and  be- 
lieved, and  are  f  "  profitable  for  reproof,  for 
"  correction,  and  for  inftrudtion  in  righfeouf- 
"  nefs,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
"  thoroughly  furnifhed  unto  all  good  works. M 
George  Fox's  Journal,  folio,  page  435,  436, 
much  more  at  large. 

But  the  malignity  of  his  accufers  did  not 
flop  here,  the  univerfality  of  the  benevolence 
of  thefe  faithful  minifters,  and  difpofition  to  be 
ferviceable  in  the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  to 
every  clafs  of  mankind,  furnifhed  their  adver- 
faries  with  occalion  to  invent  another  calumny, 
which  applied  home  to  the  parlions  of  the  peo- 
Frimdsac-  pie,  as  affecting  them  in  a  tender  part,  their 
cufedofa    fecular  interefls  and  fafety  ;   perfecution  ilill  en- 

defign  to  .  J    I    f 

ftir  up  the  deavourmg  to  pervert  religious  anient  into  a 
rebellion10  cr*me  againft  the  Mate.  We  have  feen  the  care 
and  concern  that  George  Fox  had  upon  him 
refpe&ing  the  negro  flaves  in  the  families  of 
friends.  The  principle  of  univerfal  charity  in- 
cited him  and  his  fellow-labourers,  both  to  pro- 
mote a  religious  care  over  them  from  their 
mafters  of  the  fociety,  as  a  part  of  their  re- 
fpeclive  families,  and  alfo  to  hold  meetings 
among  them  in  different  plantations,  wherein 
they  exhorted  them  to  juftice,  fobriety,  tempe- 
rance, chaftity,  piety,  and  to  due  fubje&ion  to 
their  mafters  and  governors.  From  thefe  chari- 
table endeavours  to  inftil  religious  fentiments 
into  this  poor  neglected  and  oppreffed  part  of 
the  fpecies,  their  opponents  took  occafion  to  add 

c  II  Peter  i.  21.  f  II  Tim.  iii.  19. 

this 
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this  to  the  before  recited  calumnies,  "  That  they  chap. 
"  taught  the  Negroes  to  rebel."  xvn. 

In  their  vindication  againft  this  charge  they  ~^-v~> 
appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  all  Hearts,  that  this     1?V' 
was  an  abominable  untruth,  their  principles  and  whkh 
practice  being;   utterly  abhorrent  of  fuch  an  in-  chal;se  they 

r  rr.i  1      •         '1  1       rr  t      r  1     vindicate 

tention  :  I  hat  their  aaarelies  to  theie  poor  people  thsmfcivcs. 
had  been  directed  to  exhort  them  to  be  fober, 
to  fear  God,  to  love  their  mafters  and  miftreifes, 
to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  their  fervice  and 
bufmefs ;  that  they  cautioned  them  againft  a 
plurality  of  wives,  againft  theft,  drunkennefs, 
adultery,  fornication,  curfing,  fwearing,  lying, 
and  fuch  vices  as  people  of  their  ftation  are  too 
prone  to  ;  referring  them  to  fomething  within 
them,  that  tells  them,  they  mould  not  pra&ife 
thefe,  nor  other  evils.  That  if  notwithstanding 
they  fhould  commit  them,  they  informed  them, 
that  there  were  but  two  ways,  one  which  leads 
to  Heaven,  whither  the  righteous  go  into  incon- 
ceivable happinefs  ;  and  the  other  that  leads  to 
Hell,  whither  the  wicked  and  debauched,  whore- 
mongers, adulterers,  murderers  and  lyars,  go 
into  everlafting  milery.  They  wifli  it  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  it  is  no  tranfgremon  for  a  mafter 
of  a  family  to  mftruct  his  family  himfelf,  or  for 
others  to  do  it  for  him,  but  an  important  and 
incumbent  duty  upon  them  to  pray  with  and  for 
their  families,  to  advife,  inftruct  and  admonifh 
every  member  thereof  for  their  good ;  this  being 
a  command  of  the  Lord  ;  difobedience  thereunto 
will  provoke  his  difpleafure. 

This  apology,  weighty  in  itfelf,  it  is  prefumed 
had  fome  weight  with  thofe  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dreffed  ;  as  notwithstanding  thefe  invidious  mif- 
reprefentations  by  the  priefts  and  their  adherents, 

no 
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G.  Fox 
pafleth  to 
Jamaica. 


Account  of 
1  lizabeth 
1  looton. 


no  fevere  meafures  on  this  account  feem  to  have 
been  adopted  'till  fome  years  after.  George  Fox 
having  lpent  three  months  in  his  gofpel  labours 
in  this  ifland,  vifiting  and  confirming  his  friends, 
whofe  number  was  now  encreafed  by  the  con- 
vincement  of  others,  and  having  fettled  the 
meetings  to  his  fatisfaclion,  apprehending  him- 
felf  clear  of  his  fervice  there,  prepared  tor  his 
departure  ;  having  fir  ft  communicated  his  pro- 
fpetts  to  his  friends,  he  thought  it  expedient  ro 
acquaint  the  governor  and  divers  of  the  council 
with  his  intention,  that,  as  his  entrance  into  the 
ifland  had  been  open  and  publick,  his  departure 
might  be  fo  too. 

From  Barbadoes  he  paffed  over  to  Jamaica,  in 
company  with  Robert  Widders,  William  Ed- 
mundfon,  Solomon  Eccles  and  Elizabeth  Hooton, 
where  they  met  with  a  kind  reception,  being 
treated  with  civility  both  by  the  governor,  ma- 
gistrates, and  the  people  in  general.  Their 
meetings  here  were  large  and  very  quiet,  their 
minifterial  labour  conducive  to  the  convincement 
of  many,  and  amongft  them  fome  people  of  ac- 
count in  the  world. 

About  a  week  after  their  arrival,  Elizabeth 
Hooton,  being  far  advanced  in  years,  departed 
this  life. 

She  was  a  woman  religioufly  inclined  in  an 
early  ftage  of  life,  and  one  of  the  firfl  who 
joined  in  religious  fellowfhip  with  George  Fox, 
before  the  name  of  Quaker  was  applied  to  him 
and  his  friends.  In  his  early  journeys  to  feek 
out,  and  converfe  with,  fober  and  well-minded 
people,  before  he  appeared  as  a  publick  preacher, 
in  the  year  1 647  he  came  into  Nottinghamshire, 
where   he  met   with    a  number  of  fuch  as  he 

defired 
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defired  to  vifit,  and  had  fome  ferious  conferences  chap. 
with  them  upon  religious  fubje&s;  amongfl  them  xvn. 
was  Elizabeth  Hooton,  who  was  then  convinced  ^-^v^o 
by  his  doctrine,  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  light,  I^7I* 
which  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world ;  and  by  an  inward  attention  to  this 
monitor  in  her  own  bread  (by  Divine  aid)  fhe 
experienced  the  work  of  convention  and  fancti- 
flcation  begun  and  advanced  in  her  heart,  where- 
by fhe  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  fpiritual 
gifts.  In  the  year  1650  (he  received  a  gift  in 
the  miniftry,  being  reputed  to  be  the  firfl  mi- 
ni Her  of  her  fex  in  this  fociety  %  but  not  the 
firfh  in  the  Chriftian  church  :  For  befide  thofe 
in  the  primitive  age  of  chriitianity,  mentioned 
by  the  apoftie  Paul  as  his  fellow  helpers  and 
labourers  in  the  Lord,  according  to  William 
Sewel,  there  are  more  modern  accounts,  "  that 
"  among  other  perfuafions  in  London  there  were 
"  alfo  women  who  did  preach,  and  were  heard 
"  with  great  fatisfa&ion."  As  Elizabeth  Hooton 
was  one  of  the  earlieft  believers  in,  and  one  of 
the  earlieft  preachers  up  of,  the  light  of  Chrift 
in  man,  while  thofe  about  this  time  denominated 
Quakers  were  but  few,  and  not,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  an  embodied  lociety,  it  was  not  unufual 
for  their  preachers,  at  this  time,  to  attend  the 
publick  places  of  worfhip,  and  generally,  at  the 
clofe,  to  feek  an  opportunity  to  publifh  their 
doctrine  there,  not  having  yet  eftabliified  meet- 
ings of  their  own  in  many  places,  a  cuflom  not 
peculiar  to  them,  as  hath  been  already  fhewn ;  * 
yet  for  this  many  of"  them  met  with  much  abufe, 


*  \V.  Sewel. 

•  See  vol.  I.  p.  86. 
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c  h  a  P.  and  amongft  the  reft  Elizabeth  Hooton.  She 
xvii.    travelled  into  many  parts  of  the  nation   to  call 

^— ^*"— '  people  to  repentance,  and  to  take  heed  to  the 
l*lu  convidions  of  the  Divine  Light  and  Grace  of 
God  in  their  own  hearts,  for  which  (lie  was 
r  one  or  the  earliefl  fufferers  among  the  members 
of  this  rifing  fociety.  bAs  early  as  165 1  fhe 
was  imprifoned  in  Darby  upon  the  complaint 
of  a  pried,  to  whom  (he  had  fpoken  by  way  of 
reproof,  who  in  refentment  applied  to  a  juftice 
and  procured  her  imprilbnment.  In  the  next 
year,  1652,  me  was  again  imprifoned  at  York 
for  delivering  an  exhortation  to  the  congregation 
at  Rotheram,  at  the  clofe  of  their  publick  worfhip. 
In  1654  fhe  was  on  the  like  account  imprifoned 
five  months  in  Lincoln,  and  in  1665  twelve 
weeks  in  the  fame  place.  In  1660,  palling 
quietly  along  the  road,  fhe  was  met  by  one 
Jackfon,  pried:  of  Selfton  in  Nottingham/hire, 
who  abufed  her,  ftruck  her  repeatedly,  knocked 
her  down,  and  afterward  put  her  into  the  water  ; 
thus  mairifefting  his  malice  in  the  abufive  treat- 
ment of  an  inorTenfive  female,  in  a  manner  dif- 
graceful  to  his  character  as  a  teacher,  a  chrif- 
tian,  and  a  man.  The  barbarous  ufage  fhe  re- 
ceived in  New  England  hath  been  already  related. 
In  all  her  afflictions,  through  Divine  fupport,  me 
appears  to  have  been  preferved  in  patience,  and 
in  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit  ;  but  (lead fall:  and 
immoveable  in  the  truth  in  which  fhe  mofl 
furely  believed.  A. id  at  laft,  in  an  advanced 
age,  finiflied  her  life  in  peace  in  a  foreign 
land. 

*  Befle. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XVIII. 

William  Edmundfon  in/its  thcfe  Wands  a  fecond 
Time. — At  Bridgetown  a  Priefv  dijiurbt  the 
Meeting  and  challenges  William  Edmundfon  to  a 
Difpuie. — In  which  being  foiled  the  Priefl  com- 
plains to  the  Governor.  —  William  Edmundfon 
waits  upon  the  Governor?  and  by  his  Dfeourfe 
brings  him  to  moderation. — William  Edmundfon 
appears  before  the  Council?  where  the  Prieft 
failing  iv  proof  of  his  Charges  meets  with  merited 
Reproof. — William  Edmundfon  writes  an  Epiflle 
to  the  Governor?  &c.  againfi  the  prevailing 
Vices  of  the  If  and — And  their  Treatment  cf  the 
Negro  Slaves. — A  cl  pa  fed  to  prevent  the  People 
called  Quakers  from  bringing  Negroes  to  their 
Meetings,  and  againfi  their  Schoolmaflers  and 
Preachers. — Refections  on  this  Acl?  and  on  the 
Slave  Trade. 

IN  the  year  1675,  William  Edmundfon  afore- c  hap. 
faid  went  a  fecond   time  from  Ireland  to  Barba-    xvm- 
does,  under  a  renewed  religious  concern  to  vifit      , 
the  meetings  of  his  friends  in  that  ifland,  and  in  wiiiiam* 
other  parts  of  the  American  plantations,  where  ^™''<tf°n 
he  was  gladly  received  by  them,  and  had  many  inands  a  fe- 
favourable  opportunities  in  the    exercife  of  his cond  tnne- 
miniftry  amongft  others,  the  meetings   through 
molt  parts  of  the  iiland  being  very  large,  many 
were  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  the  hearts  of 
friends  enlarged  in  love  to  receive  his  teflimony 

and 
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chap  and  inftru&ions   both   in    doctrine    and    difci- 
xvin.    pHne. 

v — ^-- '      He  had  a  meeting    at  the   houfe   of  Tobias 
l675-   Fryer,  a  man  of  great  fubftance,  repute  and  au- 
thority, in  commiflion  of  the  peace,  whofe  wife 
was   one   of  the  fociety  of  Quakers,  fo  called ; 
the  meeting  was  crowded,  and  amongft  the  reft 
the  pricit  of  the  parifh,  whofe  name  was  Ramfey, 
attended  at   it.     After  meeting  many  of  the  au- 
ditors exprerled  their  fatisfadion,  only  the  pried 
feemed  diflurbed,  yet  made  no  publick  oppofition 
there  ;  but  afterwards  at  a  meeting  at  Bridgetown, 
to   which  he  came  attended  by    a    company  of 
rude  people  in  order  to  make  a  difturbance,  he 
At  Bridge-  reviled  friends   with    abufive    language,    calling 
p°ka  dif-    theni    hereticks\     blafphemers    and    traitors ',    and 
turbs  the     challenged  William  Edmundfon  to  a  publick  dif- 
Aaiienges   putatioji,  in   which   he  threatened  to  prove  the 
w-  Ed-      charge.     This  challenge  being  accepted,  the  ru- 

mundfon  to  i  r    ,  °    ,  ,  •  r  % 

a  publick  mour  thereof  arew  together  abundance  or  people 
difputc.  0f  all  ranks,  by  computation  3000  or  upwards  ; 
the  affembly  was  accommodated  under  fhades 
without  doors  :  But  the  pried,  inftead  of  making 
good  his  former  charges,  broke  out  in  railing 
accusations,  ibmetimes  againft  particular  friends, 
fometimes  againft  the  fociety  in  general,  advan- 
cing many  invidious  charges,  but  proving  none, 
whereby  he  difgufted  the  judicious  part  of  the 
auditory,  manifefted  his  own  folly,  and  furnifh- 
ed  William  Edmundfon  and  his  friends  (who 
kept  cool  in  their  minds)  with  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  their  principles  to  the  general  infor- 
mation and  fat  is  faction  of  the  large  number  of 
people  affembied  upon  the  occafion. 

Difappointed 
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Difappointed  of  his  aim,  but  perfevering  in c  hap. 
his   enmity,  this  prieft   next  applied  to  the  go-  xvm. 
vernor,  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins,  with  a  complaint  ■— -v*»-> 
againir.  William  Edmundfon,  that  he  was  a  Jeluir  „1<575- 
from  Ireland  under  the  appearance  of  a  Quaker,  beingFfoiied 
and  pretending  to  make  the  Negroes  Chriiiians,  5PPlics  to 
would  make  them  rebels ',  and  rife  and  cut  t heir  nor  ™th  a 
throats.     The  governor,  upon  this  falfe  informa-  orn!Jiin,t, 
tion,  was  determined  to  iifue  his  warrant  to  ap-  Edmund- " 
prehend  William  Edmundfon,  who,   coming   to fon- 
the  knowledge  thereof,  anticipated  the  execution 
by  a  voluntary  vifit  to  the  governor. 

The  governor,  when  he  found  who  his  vifitant  w.  Ed- 
was,  fell  into   a  paffion,  menaced  him  greatly,  m"ndf<>n 
that  he  would  take  a  courfe  with  him,  and   fent  governor, 
his  man  for  the  marfhal ;  but  before  the  marfhal  andrin  a 

,     .  r     .  .  ,       conference 

came  they  entered  into  a  converiation,  in  tne  moderates 
courfe  of  which  the  governor  acquainted  William  him* 
Edmundfon  with  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived, that  under  pretence  of  making  the  Ne- 
groes Chrlftians,  he  was  teaching  them  to  rebel 
and  cut  their  throats.  To  which  William 
replied,  that  it  was  a  good  work  to  bring  them 
to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
to  believe  in  him  that  died  for  them  and  for 
all  men,  which  would  keep  them  from  rebelling 
or  cutting  any  man's  throat ;  but  if  they  mould 
rebel  and  cut  their  throats,  as  was  faid,  it  would 
not  be  in  confequence  of  his  doctrine,  but  of 
their  treatment,  keeping  them  in  ignorance  and 
under  opprefupn,  giving  them  liberty  to  be  com- 
mon with  women,  like  brutes  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  ftarving  them  for  want  of  food  and 
raiment  convenient  for  them :  Thus  allowing 
them  liberty  in  that  which  God  reilrained,  and 
reftraining  them  in  that  which  God  allowed  and 

afforded 
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CHAP. 
XV11I. 

1675. 


W.  Ed- 
mundfon 
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afforded  to  men,  meat  and  clothes.  After  fome 
time  the  governor  grew  very  moderate. 

The  marfhal  coming,  defired  to  know  his 
pleafure.  The  governor  told  him  he  had  thought 
to  have  committed  William  Edmundfon  to  pri- 
fon,  but  his  mind  was  altered  ;  fo  ordering  him 
to  appear  before  the  council  next  day,  he  dif- 
miffed  him  for  that  time.  Next  day  he  appear- 
ed before  the  council,  and  his  accufer,  Ramfey, 
appeared  alfo,  and  renewed  his  accufations 
againfl  William  Edmundfon  and  his  friends,  of 
herefy,  blafphcmy  and  treafon,  alledging  that  he 
would  prove  his  charge  out  of  Edward  Bur- 
rough's  book.  The  book  was  brought,  the 
prielt  toiled  and  turned  it  over  and  over  again, 
but  could  find  nothing  there  to  anfwer  his  pur- 
pofe ;  whereupon  he  met  with  merited  rebuke 
from  the  governor,  and  general  difpleafure  from 
the  council,  for  advancing  fuch  grofs  charges 
againfl  a  body  of  people  without  foundation. 
The  prieft,  as  abject  as  he  was  envious,  fell 
on  his  knees  to  afk  their  forgivenefs,  and  from 
that  time  the  governor  behaved  with  kindnefs 
during  William's  flay  there. 

William  Edmundfon  fpent  five  months  in  his 
religious  labours  in  this  ifland,  in  which,  being 
a  man  of  fortitude,  by  confeious  integrity  raifed 
above  the  fear  of  man,  and  actuated  by  an  honefl 
zeal  for  promoting  the  caufe  of  pure  religion 
and  difcouraging  vice,  he  was  a  faithful  re- 
prover of  the  immoralities  and  vicious  practices 
abounding  among  the  inhabitants,  and  con- 
cluded his  labours  amongft  them  by  an  epiflle 
addreffed  to  the  governor,  council,  and  all 
others  in  authority  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
in  which,  after  a  recital  oi  the  various  \ices  and 

immoralities 
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immoralities   which    blemifned    the    ifland,    as  c  h  a  p. 
fwearing,    driuikennefs,    pride,    opprefiion    and    ^v,1{- 
uncleannefs;   and   pointing    out   from   fcripture       , 
that  general  depravity  frequently  draws  down  the 
fymptoms  of  Divine  difpleafure  in  inflicting  fignal 
calamities    upon  guilty  places   and   nations,    as 
upon  the  old  world,  Gen.  vi.  2,  for  taking  wives 
of  all  that  they  chafe ;  and  upon  Sodom  for  the 
pollution  and  unreitrained  lufl  of  its  inhabitants  : 
He  clofely  preifes  them  to  ufe  the  power  in  their 
hands  to  put  a  Mop  to  the  current  of  wickednefs 
and  uncleannefs  which   had   over-run  the  iiland 
and  cried  for  vengeance ;  in  particular,  the  pro- 
miscuous commerce  of  the  fexes  among  the  Ne-  and  their 
groes,   connived  at  or  rather   encouraged  fromJJ^rN*. 
motives  of  intereft,  appears  to  him  a  fm  of  com-  gro  Oaves. 
plicated   enormity,  mocking  to  every  fentiment 
of  challity  and  decency,  difgraceful  to  humanity, 
and  a  violation  of  every  law,  moral  and  divine. 

He  therefore  ftrenuoufly  urges  them  to  exert 
their  authority  for  reftraining  and  fupprefling 
this  licentioufnefs  and  ofFenflve  liberty  among 
their  negro  fiaves,  and  not  only  to  break  the  bonds 
of  iniquity,  but  to  remove  the  yoke  of  oppref- 
fion  from  off  their  necks  :  to  moderate  their  la- 
bour, treat  them  with  humanity,  and  allow 
them  a  comfortable  fufficiency  of  food  and  rai- 
ment. That  as  the  beneficent  creator  of  the 
world  hath  filled  the  earth  with  plenty,  and  pro- 
vided a  fufficiency  for  food  and  raiment  for  all 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  a  part  of  the  human 
race  to  be  deprived  of  neceflfaries,  which  they 
fully  earn  by  their  labour,  in  order  that  their 
fuperiors  may  more  freely  riot  in  all  the  fuper- 
fluities    of  luxury,    can  never  be  vindicated  or 
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chap,  anfwered  for  to  the  Lord,  to  whom  the  earth 
^^J   belongs,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof. 
1675.         He   concludes   his  faid  epiftle  in  thefe    plain 
and  honeil  terms  :    "  You  have  power,  if   you 
make   the   right    ufe   of   it,    to  rectify  thefe 
abufes,  if  the   inclination  of   your  hearts  be 
to  the  Lord  ;  or  othenvife  he  will  find  a  way 
to  purge  the  land  of  her  wickednefs  and  her 
filthy  abominations  ;  and  in  that  day  remem- 
ber you  are  warned  by  one,  that  wifhes  well 
to   the   iiland,    and   {lability   to  her  govern- 
ment.    . 

"  W.  EDMUNDSON." 
"21,  12™,  1675." 

Although  the  rulers  to  whom  this  epiftle  was 
addreifed,  convicted,  doubtlefs,  in  their  con- 
sciences that  the  ftate  of  their  ifland  gave  juffc 
occafion  for  the  clofe  and  poignant  reprehenfions 
contained  therein,  appear  not  to  have  exprelTed 
any  immediate  refentment  againft  the  author, 
w.  Eii-  who  foon  after  took  his  departure  for  New 
departsfor  England  unmolefted  ;  yet  in  a  fhort  time  after 
New  Eng-  that,  inftead  of  ufing  their  authority  to  fupprefs 
the  vices  remonftrated  againft,  liftening  more  to 
the  calumnies  and  fuggeitions  of  the  adverfaries, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  felf-interefl, 
prompting  them  to  encreafe  the  number  of  their 
flaves  even  by  wicked  means,  they  refolved  to 
keep  fuch  troublefome  monitors  at  a  diftance, 
to  prevent  the  preaching  up  of  doclrines  they 
difliked,  and  to  render  themfclves  fecure  in  the 
continued  practice  of  immoralities,  they  knew  to 
be  indefenfible  ;  for  thefe  purpofes,  about  two 
months   after   the  date  of   the   aforefaid  letter, 

they 
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they  parted  an  act  to  prevent  the  people  called  chap. 
Quakers  from  bringing  negroes  to  their   meet-    XVUI- 
ings,  &c.  , 

The   preamble  recites,  "  that  many  negroes  A<SJ  pJ|."d 
have  been  furfered  to  remain  in   the  meetings  to  prevent 
of  the  Quakers,  as  hearers  of  their  doctrine,  cauid  QuL 
and   taught  in   their  principles,  whereby  the  !^ers  from 
fafety  of  this  ifland  may  be  much  hazarded."  negroesto 
They  therefore  enact,  that  if  after   the  publica- their  mca* 
"'on  of  the  act  "  any  negro  or  negroes  (hall  be 
found  with  the  faid  Quakers   at  any  of   their 
faid  meetings,  and  as  hearers  of  their  preach- 
ing, fuch  negro  or  negroes  (hall  be  forfeited, 
one  half  to  the  party  who  (hall  feize  and  fue 
for  them,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  public 
ufe  of  the  ifland.     And  if  any  fuch  negro  or 
negroes  do  not  belong  to  any  of  the  perfons 
prefent  at  the  fame  meeting,  any  perfon  may 
bring  an   action,  grounded  upon  this  (tatute, 
againft  any  perfon  prefent,  at  the  election  of 
the  informer,  for  the  fum  of  iol.  flerling  for 
every  fuch  negro.     That  no  perfon  (hall  keep 
a  fchool,  unlefs  in  one  month  after  publication  Penalty  up- 
fuch  perfon  (hall  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  ^J^0^, 
and  fupremacy   before  fome  jultice  of  peace, 
or  obtain  a  fpecial  licenfe  from   the   governor 
for  the  time  being,  under  the  penalty  of  three 
months    imprifonment,    and    a    forfeiture    of 
three  thouiand  pounds  of  Mufcovado  fugar. 
That  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  that  is 
;  not  an   inhabitant  and  refident  in  this  ifland, 
;  and  hath  been  fo  for  twelve  months  together, 

(hall  hereafter  publicly  difcourie  or  preach  atAifoupon 
:  the  meetings  of  the  Quakers,  upon  the  penalty  preac  ers* 
:  of  fix  months  imprifonment,  and  (hall  forfeit 
;  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  Mufcovado  fugar,  to 
Vol.  III.  E  "  be 
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c  n  a  p.  «  be  recovered  and  divided  in  manner  afore- 

J^IL/  "  faid-" 
l6  By  this  act  feveral   of  the  faid  people  were 

great  fufferers ;  but  the  attempt  made  on  Ralph 
Fretwell  aforefaid,  and  Richard  Sutton,  exceeded 
all  reafonable  bounds,  the  former  being  in- 
formed againft  and  profecuted  by  one  Thomas 
Cobham  for  the  fum  of  8ool.  for  eighty  negroes, 
and  the  latter  for  thirty  negroes  being  preient  at 
a  meeting  ;  but  the  defendants  in  this  caufe  made 
their  defence  fo  well,  that  notwithstanding  the 
act,  the  jury  weighing  all  the  circumflances  of 
the  matter,  acquitted  them,  to  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  their  enemies. 
Thcpenr.ity  Three  years  afterward,  in  the  year  1673,  this 
inhabitants.  ^  was  extended  to  include  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland,  under  the  penalty  before  enacted,  for 
preaching  at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  whereby  all  preaching  in  the 
public  aflemblics  of  the  faid  people  was  prohi- 
bited under  the  fevere  penalties  of  fines  and  im- 
prifonment. 

Now  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for  unpre- 
judiced reafon  to  determine,  whether  thefe  mi- 
nilters  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  objects  of 
contempt  and  averfion  with  many  of  thofe,  who 
pride  themfelves  upon  their  refined  reafon,  and 
their  fuperiority  of  underftanding ;  or  the  legi- 
flature  of  this  ifland,  who  from  their  rank  in 
life  were  probably  in  eitimation  for  wifdom  and 
honour,  acted  molt  confidently  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  humani'v  and  moral  juftice. 

After  the  foregoing  naiTative  of  the  tendency 
of  the  labours  of  thefe  miniders  with  the  negro 
llaves  in  this  ifland,  the  preamble  of  this  act, 
infmuating  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  the  fefety 

of 
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of  the  ifland,  mud  appear  nothing  more  than  ac  h  a  p. 
mere  pretence.  The  priefls,  as  we  have  feen,  xvm- 
alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  miniftry  of  thefe 
friends,  fpread  jealoufies  of  them  upon  ground- 
lefs  fuggeftions,  and  after  their  cuftomary  man- 
ner in  that  age,  endeavoured  to  excite  the  fecu- 
lar  power  againft  them,  and  at  length  feem  to  have 
fucceeded.  This  act  therefore  appears  to  me  the 
refult  of  clerical  jealoufy,  joined  to  national  pre- 
judice, under  the  bias  of  an  irrational  and  un- 
juft  policy,  which  made  them  averfe  to  every 
meafure,  which  might  conduce  to  let  in  any  de- 
gree of  light  into  the  darkened  minds  of  their 
flaves,  abfurdly  imagining,  that  the  nearer  they 
were  kept  to  the  (late  of  brutes,  the  more  fafely 
they  might  treat  them  as  fuch. 

But  what  fhall  we  think  of  the  chriftianity  of 
thefe  iflanders,  who  yet  laid  claim  to  the  name 
of  chriitians  and  proteftants,  to  make  it  penal 
for  honed  men,  fmcerely  employed  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  religious  duties,  to  inftruct  thefe  poor 
heathens,  members  of  their  own  families  or 
others,  in  the  nature  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality, to  give  them  fome  notions  of  a  Su- 
preme Being,  and  exhort  them  to  live  in  his 
fear,  and  bring  them  into  the  belief  of  a  future 
flate  of  rewards  and  punifhments.  To  make 
fuch  laudable  endeavours  penal  by  a  public  act  of 
ftate  argues  a  general  depravity  of  fentiment, 
difgraceful  to  any  people,  and  as  irreconcileable 
to  found  policy,  as  to  the  nature  and  doctrines 
of  the  gofpel. 

The  dilcovery  of  America  engaged  feveral  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  fend  out  colonies  to  poflefs  and 
cultivate  many  of  the  parts  to  which  they  reflec- 
tively laid  claim,  not  only  to  the  continent,  but  to 
E  2  the 
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chap,  the  Weft  Indian  iflands.  This  ifland  of  Barba- 
■  "*  L  does  was  early  reforted  to  by  feveral  adventurers 
-  from  England  %  who  upon  their  landing  found 
it  a  defer t  wafle,  without  the  leaft  fign  of  hav- 
ing ever  been  inhabited  ;  and  being,  as  well  as 
the  other  colonies  and  iflands,  over-run  with 
wood,  confiding  of  trees  very  large,  hard  and 
ftubborn,  put  the  emigrants  to  great  labour  and 
difficulty  to  clear  as  much  ground  as  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  fubfiftence.  This  laborious 
clearing  and  cultivating  of  their  lands  being  re- 
quifite,  in  a  good  degree,  for  their  fupport,  and 
in  a  greater  degree  for  acquiring  property  and 
raifmg  eftates,  occafioned  a  great  call  from  the 
planters  for  affiftants  of  ability  to  labour,  and 
afterwards  gave  rife  to  a  very  iniquitous  traf- 
fic, a  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies,  wherein  the 
laws  of  nature  and  humanity,  much  more,  the 
more  facred  laws  of  religion  and  chriftianity, 
were  .moll  enormoufly  violated,  both  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans and  Americans. 

The  former  fent  their  mips  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa  to  take  away  fuch  of  the  natives  as 
they  could  purchafe,  captives  taken  in  war, 
whereby  they  fomented  wars  and  blood fhed 
amongft  the  natives,  or  frequently  fuch  as  they 
could  trepan,  take  by  furprize  or  ileal  *,  inhu- 
manly 

*  Guthrie. 
*  A  negro  redding  near  Philadelphia  from  his  firft  arrival 
appearing  thoughtful  and  dejecled,  frequently  dropping  tears 
when  fondling  his  mailer's  children,  it  incited  a  curiofity  in 
thofe  who  cbferved  him  to  know  the  caufe,  which,  when  he 
had  got  Engliih  enough  to  make  himfelf  underflood,  he  let 
them  know  in  the  following  moving  relation  : — That  he  had 
a  wife  and  childicn  in  his  own  country;  that  fomc  of  thefe 

being 
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manly  regardlefs  of    the   pain   they  fuffered  in  C  H  A  P. 
being  violently  torn  away    from  their  parents,  ^^\ 
their  wives,    their  families,    their   natural  con-      6 
neclions,    and  all  that  they   held   dear   in  life  ; 
who,  though  termed  favages,  yet  many  of  them 
appear  more  fufceptible  of  the  feelings   of  men 
than   their  more  lavage  captors,  who   mud  be 
dead  to   all  the  tender    feelings   of  the  human 
heart,    before   they    could    be   concerned   in    a 
traffic  fo  difgraceful  to  civilization,  and  render- 
ing the  name  of  chriitian  odious  to  infidels. 

-Qmd  non  mortalia  pectora  cogis 


Auri  facra   fames. — 

O  curfed  hunger  of  pernicious  gold, 

What  bands  of   faith  can  impious  lucre  hold. 

As  they  were  thus  purchafed  or  kidnapped, 
they  were  hurried  on  board  the  mips  in  waiting 
to  carry  off  their  human  cargo,  until  they  pro- 
cured their  complement.  On  fhipboard,  with- 
out regard  to  health  or  decency,  hundreds  being 
confined  together  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
the  hold,  were  liable  to  contract  diftempers, 
which  put  a  period  to  the  forrows  of  many  of 

them 

being  fick,  he  went  In  the  night-time  to  fetch  water  from  a 
fpring,  where  he  was  violently  feized  and  carried  off  by  per- 
fons,  who  were  lying  in  wait  to  furprize  and  feize  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  might  fall  in  their  way,  and  thence  was  tran- 
fported  to  America  ;  that  in  remembrance  of  his  family  and 
friends,  whom  he  never  expected  to  lee  any  more,  he  could 
not  help  giving  vent  to  the  anguifn  of  his  heart,  by  dropping 
a  tear  to  their  memory.  Now  can  any  man,  whofe  mind  is 
not  rendered  quite  obdurate  by  the  practice  of  opprefiion,  or 
lore  of  gain,  hear  this  relation  without  commilerating  fym- 
pathy  and  a  participation  of  his  forrow  ?  And  doubtlefs  the 
cafes  of  many  of  thefe  oppreffed  people  will  be  found  to  be 
attended  with  ciicuinilances  equally  cruel  and  aggravating. 
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chap  them  by  a  premature  death  ;  many  others  found 

K '    a  releafe  from  the  accumulated  fufferings  which 

1 67  c  awaited  the  Icfe  happy  furvivors,  by  the  feafon- 
ing  in  the  iflands,  as  it  is  termed. 

When  landed  they  were  expofed  naked  to 
fale b,  like  beads  of  burden,  and  being  fold  to 
the  higheft  bidder,  branded  with  an  hot  iron,  as 
the  property  of  the  purchafer,  a  property  which 
God  or  nature  never  gave  the  feller,  which 
therefore  he  had  no  right  to  transfer,  and  of 
confequence  could  convey  to  the  purchafer  no 
right  over  them,  but  what  himfelf  had;  that  is, 
none  at  all. 

But  arbitrary  cuftom  and  unequal  laws  gave 
a  power  over  them  to  the  purchafer,  who  gene- 
rally confidered  this  as  a  right  of  property,  and 
often  ufed  his  power  over  them,  or  his  overfeer 
for  him,  v/ith  unfeeling  barbarity,  keeping  them 
to  exceffive  labour  with  the  lam  ever  their  backs, 
which  was  exercifed  without  mercy,  allowing 
them  at  the  fame  tiiP-e  neither  proper  food  nor 
clothing ;  while  thefe  Have  owners,  many  of 
them,  fupported  the  ftate  and  luxury  of  princes 
by  the  labour  of  thofe  miferable  men ;  and  by 
them  their  children  being  waited  upon  with  the 
mofl  abjecl:  homage,  were  corrupted  in  their 
early  years  with  intolerable  pride  and  crueltv, 
and  inured  to  look  upon  their  flaves  as  beings 
of  a  different  fpecies,  and  by  thefe  means  pre- 
pared to  perpetuate  their  bondage  and  their  af- 
flictions. 

From  this  view  of  the  Have  trade,  of  the 
treatment  of  thofe  flaves,  and  the  ufe  thofe 
iflanders  found  them  of  to  fupport  themfelves  in 

eafe 
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cafe  and  grandeur,  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcoverc  hap. 
from  what  principle  the  aforefaid  aft  againfl  the  i~v\ 
Quakers  originated  ;  a  mean  and  felfifh  jealoufy,  , 
left  their  minds  being  in  any  degree  or  by 
any  means  enlightened,  might  attain  a  clearer 
knowledge  of  their  rights  as  men,  which  they 
were  very  denrous  to  prevent,  as  thinking  it 
more  conducive  to  their  interelted  views,  that 
they  fhould  continue  in  their  native  ignorance 
of  moral  and  religious  truth.  Tyranny  to  pa- 
gans and  favages  lofeth  much  of  that  abhor- 
rence, through  the  prejudice  of  cuftom,  which 
it  might  be  productive  of,  if  exercifed  upon  any 
under  the  chrifiian  name,  and  therefore  they 
chofe  rather,  they  mould  continue  pagans  to  be 
treated  as  brutes,  than  to  be  converted  to  chrif- 
tianity,  and  be  treated  like  men. 

I  efteem  it  no  inconfiderable  credit  to  thefe 
pious  and  worthy  men,  that,  from  a  lively  fym- 
pathy  with  their  grievous  furTerings,  they  ex- 
erted their  religious  labours  in  favour  of  this 
grofsly  abufed  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  at  a 
time  when  the  rights  of  human  nature  were  not 
fo  clearly  underftood  ;  when  habitual  tyranny 
and  general  ufage  had  given  a  kind  of  fanction 
to  the  commerce  in  Haves,  when  few  pleaded 
their  caufe,  but  molt,  in  palliation  of  their 
treatment,  looked  upon  and  reprefented  them  as 
beings  of  an  inferior  order. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XIX. 

NEW    JERSEY,    &c. 


The  Difcovery  of  the  Continent  of  North  America. — 
The    Dutch   and    Swedes    the  frfc   Settlers. — 
King  Charles  II.  difpoffeffes  the  Dutch,  and  gives 
the  Country  to  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  York, 
from  whom  it  is  named  New-Tor k. —  Some  of  the 
People   called   Quakers    migrate  to  America. — 
jfohn    Burnyeat    pavs    a    religious   Vifit    to    his 
Friends  on   that  Continent. — Thomas    Thurjlon^ 
a    Ranter,  gives    Friends    in    Alary  land   much 
Trouble. — 'John    Burnyeat* s   Care  and   Endea- 
vours to  manifejl  his   Unfoundnefs. — In  Virginia 
fever  al  drawn  afide  by  fchn  Per  rot's  Notions, 
forfake  meeting  together  for  Worjhip. — fohn  Bur- 
nyeat with  much  Solicitation  gets  a  Meeting  among 
them. — Which  proves  of  Service. 

chap.  1  KE  fuccefs  of  Columbus  and  Americus  Vef- 
puiius  in  difcovering  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  and 
the  continent  of  South  America,  diffufed  a  fpi- 
rit  of  adventure  in  fearch  of  further  difcoveries 
of  the  Weftern  Continent.  Sebaftian  Cabot,  an 
Englifhman  of  Venetain  extraction,  an  expert 
navigator,  was  the  next  adventurer,  who  under 
the  patronage  of  Henry  VII.  c  failed  in  quefl  of 

a  north- 


xix. 
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a  north-weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fell  chap. 
in  with  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  ^_J^IX' 
which  country  the  Englifh,  as  the  firft  dif- 
coverers,  laid  claim ;  but  they  made  no  at- 
tempts to  fettle  in  it,  'till  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
a  man  of  extraordinary  genius,  planted  a  colo- 
ny in  the  ibuthern  part,  which  he  called  Vir- 
ginia, in  honour  of  his  miflrefs  queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

But  the  firil  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  this  1606. 
country  proving  unfuccefsful,  damped  the  fpirit 
of  emigration  for  fome  time.  In  1606,  king 
James  I.  granted  a  new  patent  of  Virginia,  un- 
der which  denomination,  befide  the  country  now 
diitinguifhed  by  that  name,  the  Provinces  of 
New  England,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Penfyl- 
vania  and  Maryland,  were   included. 

In  the  interval  between  the  difcovery  of  the 
middle  part  of  this  continent,  and  .the  actual 
pofieffion  thereof  by  any  colony  from  England, 
Henry  Hudfon,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but  in 
the  fervice  or  employ  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company,  failing  alio  in  queft  of  a  northern 
paflage  to  China,  and  being  difappointed  in  the 
principal  purpofe  of  his  voyage ;  coailed  along 
the  northern  more  of  America  in  fearch  of  fome 
difcovery,  whereby  his  employers  might  in  fome 
meafure  be  indemnified  for  the  expenfes  of  his 
fruitlefs  attempt  to  find  out  the  paflage  defired : 
After  failing  up  the  river  to  which  he  gave  his 
own  name,  and  reconnoitring  the  coaft  and  its 
inhabitants,  he  returned  to  Amfterdam  from 
whence   he   failed. 

The  Dutch  nation,  in  confequence  of  this  tlif-  The  Dutch 
covery,  laid  claim  to  this  part  of  the  continent,  theldHe" 
and  the  court  of  England  maintained  their  claim  tiers. 

to 
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chap,  to  the  fame,  upon   the  plea  that  Cabot  firfl  dif- 

xix.      covered  it  for  them.     However,  the  Dutch  fent 

,,       a  colony   hither,  who  gave   to   the  country  the 

■)"    name   of  New   Eelgia.     The  fucceeding   diftur- 

bances    and     civil    wars    in   England,    between 

Charles    I.  and   his    parliament,  furnifhed   them 

time  to  fettle  without  moleltation,  and  to  build 

forts  for  their  defence,  and  a  town  on  the  iiland 

of  Mahattos,   to   which  they   gave   the  name  of 

New  Amilerdam.     Sometime  alter  them  another 

colony  emigrated  from  Sweden,  and  fettled  in  a 

part  of  this  country.     So  the  Dutch  and  Swedes 

appear  to  be  the  firit  Europeans  who  formed  fet- 

tlements  in  this  part  of  America,  and  remained 

Kinjr         there  unmolefted.  until  kino-  Charles  II.  in  166  c, 

C  Juries  .  . 

aifpoffcfleth  fending  out  a  fquadron  with  a  confiderable  body 

the  Dutch,  0f  ianj  forces,  difpoflefied   them,  and  gave  this 

riwcountry  country  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  from 

to  h:s  bro-  wriorn   D0th  the  town   of  New  Amfterdam  and 

the  province  of  Nova  Belgia  received  the  name 

of  New  York.  The  Duke  of  York  alfo,  in  1669, 

granted  a  part  of  this  territory  to  Lord  Berkeley 

and  Sir  George  Carteret,  ordering  it  to  be  called 

Nova  Csefaria  or  New  Jerfev. 

some  of  the      This  country  as  well  as  Virginia  being,   thus 

people  iai-   r      .     .  J  .  °    .  °  , 

ed  juicers  iett led,  manv  years  previous  to  the  grant  made 
a '"rka t0  to  Wimam  Penn,  fome  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers had  migrated  to  both  thefe  colonies,  fome- 
time  before  Penfylvania  was  inhabited  by  any 
Europeans'1.  Previous  to  the  year  1665,  when  it 
firft  fell  under  the  government  of  England,  fome 
of  this  people  had  removed  to  fettle  at  Middle- 
t  n  and  other  places  in  Fail  Jerfey.  And  in 
t     .  year  the  firfl  fhip  arrived,  which  brought 

any 
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any  of  them  to  the  weftem  divifion  ;  the  paffen- 
gers  were  landed  at  Salem,  where  many  of  them 
took  up  their  refidence.  In  the  year  1677  others  ?T~" 
followed,  and  fettled  at  Burlington  and  Glou- 
ceiter.  After  theie  a  fuccellion  of  new  fettlers 
increafed  the  number  of  this  people  confidera- 
bly  ;  fo  that  in  the  Jerfeys,  as  well  as  in  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland  and  New  England,  there  were 
many  fettlements  of  them  before  William  Penn 
obtained  his  grant  of  Penfylvania. 

In   the  year    1665  John   Burnyeat,    after  his  John  Burn- 
fervice  in  Barbadoes  was  finifiied,  took  Slipping  his  friend 
for  thefe  parts  of  America,  and  landed  in  Mary- on  theAmc- 
land  in  the  fecond  month,  and  fpent  the  fummer  uau. 
in  travelling,  in  the  exercife   of  his  gift  in  the 
minidry,  amongft  his  friends  and  others  in  this 
province.     The  meetings  were  large  and  much 
favoured  c ;  friends  were  greatly  comforted,  and 
feveral  others    convinced.     But    in    this    place, 
friends  met  with  great  trouble  from  one  Thomas 
Thurilon,  and  a  party  which  he  drew  for  a  while 
after  him.     This  man  feems  to  have  been  tainted 
with   a  fpirit    of  ranterifm,    although    preferring 
himfelf  of  this  fociety  ;  in  his  converfation  loofe 
and  diforderly,  his  conduct  fcandalized  his  pro- 
feflion  ;  in  his  difpofition  perverfe  and  felf-wilied, 
he  gave  great  diiturbance  to  their  meetings  by  rvrhurfton 
public    oppofition    and   bitter    contention  ;    and creates 
yet  difqualified  as  he  was,  he  wanted  to  be  thebk. 
leader  of  a  people,  and  fome  were  fo  weak  as  to 
be  betrayed  by  him  to  their   hurt.    John  Burn- 
yeat, from  a  zealous  concern  to  remove  occafion 
of  offence  through  his  evil  conduct,  to  refcue  the 
fimple  from  the  mare  of  his  deceptive  infinuati- 

ons, 

'  John  Burnyeat's  Journal. 
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chap,  ons,  and  to  reftore  peace  and  order  to  the  pub- 

^  lie   allemblies   of  his   friends,  took,  much  pains, 

l66       in  concert  with  faithful  friends   of  the  province, 

to  detect  the   man's   conduct,  by  fearching  out 

matters  of  fa£t,  and  to  convince  the  underftand- 

ings   of  his   followers  of  the   error  of  his   prill- 

j.  Bum-      ciples,  and  unfoundnefs.  of  his  heart  ;  and  through 

to  manii'eft  divine  affiftahce  they  were  fo  fuccefsfnl,  that  by 

the  man,     their  endeavours  molt  of  the  people  came  to  fee 

the  man,  to  forfake  him,  and  to  return  into  unity 

with  their  friends.     But  Thurflon  loft  himfelf  as 

to    religion,    and   declined   in  his  outward   cir- 

cumftances. 

John   Burnyeat   having  fpent  the  fummer  in 
fettling  his  friends  m  peace,  and  in  a  good  de- 
gree reftoring  order  amongft  them,  departed  from 
Maryland  to  Virginia,  and  found   fufficient  em- 
ployment  there   for   a   conquerable   part   of  the 
in  Virginia  fucceedin?  winter.     For  here,  as  well  as  in  Bar- 
drawn aCdebadoes,    he    found    many    of    the   profeflbrs   of 
hr  J-  per-  truth,  even  the  greater  part  of  them,  led  away 
tions,  for-   by  the   fanciful    opinions   of  John  Perrot,  who 
fake  their    carried  his  erroneous  and  extravagant  notion  of 

meetings.  ,  Till 

being  got  above  forms,  much  farther  than  he 
had  done  in  England  ;  for  here  civil  government 
and  religious  order  being  more  uufettled,  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  carrying  his  whimfies  to  a 
greater  extreme,  and  propagating  them  with  lefs 
reftraint  or  difcouragement,  leading  his  bewil- 
dered followers  into  undue  liberties,  inconfiltent 
with  the  ftrictnefs  of  their  profeilion,  or  of  good 
report  with  anv  religious  or  fober  people  ;  for 
they  had  almoft  entirely  foriaLen  their  meet- 
ing for  divine  worfnip,  fcarcciy  aifembling 
ther  once  a  year,  looking  upon  it  as  a  form  ; 
much  lefs,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  would  they  af- 

femblc 
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femble  with  any   other  people,    who   were  ftill  chap. 
more   in   the    form.     Of  confequence    the    rea-     XIX- 
fonable  and  profitable  duty  of  public  united  wor-  ^^     ' 
fhip  being  neglecled,    they  loft  ground  in  reli-    '     ^* 
gion,  and  the   effects   of  backfiiding   manifefiied 
their   lois,    for  they  had  laid    afide    the    form, 
appearance    and    plainnefs    of    their    profeffion 
in    drefs    and    language ;      and    were    become 
loofe   and   irreligious   in  their  conduct,  equally 
with  thofe  who  made  little  profemon  of  religion  j 
fhunning  the  crois  to  evade  fuffering  ;  and  pre- 
ferring outward  eafe  to   the  teftimony  of  a  con- 
fcience   void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man ; 
which   they  had    been    zealoufiy  concerned   to 
preferve  by  a  diligence  in  keeping  up  their  meet- 
ings, through  great  fufferings,  'till  this  man  came 
amongft  them,  and  beguiled  them  from  the  fim- 
plicity   of  truth  into   a  flefhly  liberty,  whereby 
the  offence  of  the  crofs   ceafed,  and  the  power 
of  godlinefs  (with  the  form)  was  loft.    So  that 
when   John  Burnyeat  came  thither  he  found  it 
difficult  to  get  a  meeting  amongft  them.     But  in 
him  we  have  a  frefh  inftance  of  the  lively   zeal, 
diligence   and    earneftnefs  of   engagement    with 
which  thefe  primitive  promulgators  of  religious 
truth   were  actuated    in   the   difcharge  of  duty. 
For  when  he  faw  their  reluctance  to  give  him  a  T  P 
public  meeting,  he    did  not  leave    them  under  with  mu<Ji 
their  delufion,  but  fought  private  opportunities  ?i?fme"t- 
of    treating    with    them,    to    convince   them  of  ingam°nsll; 
their   miftakes,    to    vindicate   the    principles   of  'em> 
the  fociety,  the   confiftency  of  their  teftimony, 
and  rectitude  of  practice  proceeding  therefrom, 
both  in  their  diligent  meeting  to   worfnip  God, 
walking  in  all  orderly  converfation,  fobriety  and 

temperance., 
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temperance, as  in  his  fight,  and  fulfilling  their  focial 
and  moral  duties  to  mankind.  By  patient  conti- 
nuance in  repeated  vifits  and  conferences  of  this 
kind  he  at  length  obtained  a  meeting  with  them, 
which,  being  favoured  with  the  overfhadowing 
of  divine  power,  feems  to  have  been  very  con- 
ducive to  open  the  underftandings  of  feveral  to 
fee  their  error  more  clearly,  and  to  the  revival 
of  more  regard  to  their  religious  duties  ;  and 
by  the  continuance  of  his  gofpel  labours,  and 
the  renewed  convictions  of  the  fpirit  of  truth  in 
their  own  hearts,  many  came  in  time  to  fee 
through  the  wiles  of  the  eneinv,  and  to  be  again 
ferviceable  members  of  religious  fociety. 

He  afterwards  travelled  a  while  longer  in 
thefe  provinces,  and  from  thence  into  New  Eng- 
land, Long  Ifland  and  Rhode  Iiland ;  and  about 
the  latter  end  of  ift  month,  1667,  took  (hip- 
ping for  Barbadoes,  where  he  fpent  fome  time, 
had  many  large  meetings  to  edification,  wherein 
feveral  were  convinced ;  and  when  his  fervice 
was  finifhed  there,  he  returned  to  England. 


CHAP. 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS.  79 


CHAP.       XX. 


John  Burnyeat  pays  a  fecond  Vlfit  to  America  in 
company  with  William  Simpfon,  who  dies  foon 
after  their  arrival. — Half-year' *s  Meeting  at 
Ovfler-bay. — D'flurbed  by  the  Oppofition  of 
fome  dif orderly  Perfons,  who  read  a  Manu- 
fcript  they  had  drazvn  up. — John  Burnyeat  op- 
pofes  their  Cavils,  and  vindicates  his  Friends.-^ 
John  Burnyeat  embarks  for  Maryland,  and 
thence  to  Virginia,  where  he  propofeth  the 
ejlablijhing  a  Men's  Meeting  of  Difcipline. — 
General  Meeting  at  Weft  River,  to  which  came 
George  Fox  and  others. — They  are  in  danger 
pafjing  through  the  Gulf  of  Florida. — George 
Fox  explains  the  Benefit  of  Meetings  of  Difcipline. 
— General  Meefng  at  Cliffs. 


OOON  after  the  yearly  meeting  in  London  in  c  n  A  P 
1670,  John  Burnyeat,  in  company  with  William     xx. 
Simpfon,    took  (hipping   a  fecond  time  for  the  ' — /--— ' 
American  plantations;    and  after   a    ^affage   of    1670. 
twelve  weeks  landed  at  Barbadocs,  where  Wil-  Johrn  Burn' 

'  ycat  pay  a 

liam  Cimpfon,    an  innocent  humble  man,   who  fecond  vifit 
like  the  reft  of  his   brethren  had  fuffered  much  J^! 
persecution,    was   foon    taken   off  by    a   fever.  >n  company 
which  was  a  near  trial  to  his  companion,  (they  simpfon,' 
having  walked   together  in  near  unity  and  bro- vvho  dics 
therly  affection)  to  be  left  alone  in  a  foreign  their  land- 
land,  under  the  difcouraging  profpeel:  of  many  j"s in  B;'r- 
difficulties   and    difagreeable  occurrences  to  en- 
counter, confidering  the  ftate  of  the  church  in 

that 
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ifland  ;   but  he  writes,  the  Lord  was  with 
and  by   his   power   and  good  fpirit  afiilted 
him  to   difcharge  his  duty  fully,  lb  that  he   left 
l6"°-    that  ifland  in  peace,  under  the  fenfe  thereof. 

From  Barbadoes  he  took  (hipping  for  New 
York,  where  he  arrived  in  about  four  weeks ; 
from  thence  he  travelled  through  Long  Ifland, 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  fundry  other  parts  of  New 
England,  and  in  his  return  came  to  Middletown 
in  Fad  Jerfey,  where  he  had  fome  meetings 
among  friends  fettled  there  ;  and  from  thence 
Half  year's  he  returned  to  Oyiler-bay  in  Long  Ifland,  to 
ojfter  Bjy, tne  half-year's  meeting,  which  began  about  the 
8th  day  of  the  8th  month.  It  appears  to  have 
been  held  to  general  edification  and  comfort, 
through  the  meetings  for  worfhip.  After 
them  the  meeting  for  difcipline,  which  was  ga- 
thered in  much  quietnefs  and  agreeable  har- 
*ftnrbedby£tiony,  was  diflurbed  by  fome  disorderly  pro- 
tion o?fom"e feffors,  who  had  imbibed  a  prejudice  againfl 
disorderly  difcipline,  and  enmity  againfl  thofe  friends  who 
were  zealous  for  the  eftablifhment  thereof,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preferving  good  order,  and 
keeping  the  reputation  of  the  fociety  unble- 
m.ifhed.  For  it  feems  the  fpirit  of  oppofition, 
which  had  given  friends  in  England  much  trou- 
ble, had  fpread  to  thefe  remote  regions  ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  plaufible  pretexts  with 
which  the  diiTent  was  covered  over,  it  appears 
to  me  to  have  originated  in  unliable  minds, 
from  a  defire  of  taking  liberties  not  allowed  by, 
but  inconfiilent  with,  the  profeffion  of  godli- 
nefs  in  fome,  and  of  evading  the  heavy  fufler- 
ings   to  which  the  fociety  was  at  this  time  ex- 

pofed  ; 

1  J.  Burnyeat's  journal. 
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pofed  ;    and  as  the  profecutions   at  home  had  CHAP, 
driven  many  of  other  focieties  of  diffenters  to     xx. 
feek  an  afylum  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  fo  y>-s\->*j 
it  is    not   improbable  but   fome   of  thofe  who    l67°- 
had  been  infected  with  John  Perrott's  notions, 
had  from  the  like  motive  removed  beyond  the 
reach  of    perfecution,    and   diffeminated    their 
principles  of  diflent  and  oppofition  to  good  or- 
der here.     They  directed   the   efforts   of   their 
envy  and  bitternefs  as  they  had  done  in  Eng- 
land,   principally  againft  George  Fox  and   his  They  toru 
epiftles  of  falutary  advice,    againft  which  they  [  mTnu-"8 
had  drawn  up  a  book  in  manufcript,  which  they  {j^P*  they 
demanded  to  have  read  in  the  meeting.     They  up  upon  the 
were  told   the  epiftles    and  papers  were  there,  mectins- 
and  they  might  make   their  objections,    which 
friends  would   endeavour   to  anfwer  ;    but  this 
propofal  not  fatisfying  them,   and  perfifting  in 
their  purpofe  of  reading  their  book,  the  meet- 
ing gave  way,    and  fat   in  filent   attention  till 
they    had    gone    through    it,    and    then  John  j.  Bum- 
Burnyeat     recapitulating     the     principal     |^Tts  Xf?^  °pp<^« 
thereof,  vindicated  George  Fox  and  his  friends  and  vindi- ' 
in  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  and  religious  £1^4* 
care  for  the  welfare  of  the  fociety  in  promoting 
men's  and  women's  meetings  for  difcipline,  by 
explaining  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof  to 
the  fociety  at  large,  and  to  the  individual  mem- 
bers    thereof ;    refuting    and    reproving    their 
flanders  and  falfehoods,  whereby  they  had  hurt 
the   minds   of  feveral    young    and    newly-con- 
vinced friends  ;    and   placing  facts  that  had  been 
mifreprefented   in   a  true  light,    he    gave  great 
fatisfaction  to  friends  in  general,    and  brought 
them  to   a  perception  of  the  miftaken  notions 
they  had  let  into  their  minds,  through  the  infi- 
Vol.  III.  F  nuations 


8l  HISTORY     or     the 

c  h  a  p.nuations  of  one  George  Dennis  and  two  others, 
xx      who    were    chiefiy    concerned    in    writing  the 
^^T^  book,    and     in    the     oppofition.      And     after 
this  feafoiiable  interpolation  for  the  information 
and  reconciliation  of  friends,  the  meeting  fettled 
down  in  harmony,  and  was  conducted  and  con- 
cluded  to   mutual  fatisfaction    and   edification. 
After   all  the  meetings  were  over,  friends  com- 
forted, the  oppofers  refuted,  the   fimple-hearted 
who  had  been  beguiled  by  them,  refcued  from 
their  fnares,    and    peace    and    order    reftored, 
John  Burnveat    proceeded    in    his    travels    by 
Fluihing    and   Gravefend    to  New  York,    from 
j.  Bum-     whence  he   embarked  for  Maryland,  being   ac- 
yeat' in      comD?nied  by  Daniel  Gould  from  Rhode  liland. 

company       wui^u«tu   ^j  ... 

with  Daniel  from    Maryland    they    proceeded  to   Virginia, 
wSorm"  where    John    had    the    confolation    to    obferve 
Maryland,  t^e  g00t}  effects  of  his  former  labour  and  fer- 
poc'cSto  vice  in  that  province,  finding  friends  in  gene- 
virginia,     raj   revived    into    a    good   degree    of   religious 
care  in  their  conduct  and  converfation,  a  lively 
zeal  for  keeping  up  their  meetings  for  worfhip, 
and  a  difpofition  to  receive  him  and  his  miniftry 
with    ready    attention,    whereby    his    meetings 
with  them  were  to  mutual  fatisfaclion  and  edi- 
fication. 

Finding  them  in  this  agreeable  difpofition,  in 
order   to    confirm    and    itrengthen    them  in    it, 
and  for  the  help  of  thofe  who  were  not  yet  re- 
covered from  the   effect  of  John  Ferret's  infec- 
where  he    tjon)  he  propofed  to   them  the  eftabliihing  of  a 
SSin"  men's  meeting   of  difcipiine,  to   promote  good 
amei/,   "  order  amongft  them,  that  might  be  inftrumental 
SiSpI!Sc°f  to   the  bringing   back  thole,  who  were  yet  let- 
tered,  to   the  unity  of  the  body,  to  exhort  the 
carelefs   and    lukewarm    profeilors   to  religious 

thou 'ht- 
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thoughtfulnefs,   and   to  exert  their  zealous  en-  CHAP. 
deavour^  to  preferve  the  reputation  of  the  fociety      xx- 
imblemilned. 

u  Then  recommending  them  to  God  and  the     !  ?1, 
word  of  his   Grace,    he    took    boat   again  for 
Maryland,    where   arriving  after  a  troublefome 
and    tedious    paflage,    alter    fome    time    fpent 
amongft  them,  he  appointed  a  general  meeting  General 
at  Welt  River  for   the  friends  in   the  province,  ™feeiin£at 

1  Weit  River 

that   he  might  fee  them  together  before  he  de-  to  which 
parted,    propofmg    to  take   his   leave   of   them,  ^™eo^£°* 
and   proceed  on  his  way  to  return  for  England. 
To   this    meeting   came   George   Fox,    William 
Hdmundlbn,    and    fundry  other   friends,   whom 
he  had  left  behind  in  the  Weil  Indies. 

Thefe  friends  failed  from  Jamaica  for  Mary-  g.Fox  and 
land,  and   after  a   tedious   and  difficult  palfag-e,  c,omPan7  j.n 

r         •     11  rr  1  i         i         r^     ir         r    if?       danger  pal- 

eipecially  in  pamng  througu  the  Gulf  or  rlo-fingthe 
rida,' meeting  with  contrary  winds  and  tempef- ^uiJ:  of 
tuous  weather,  they  were  in  great  danger ;  but 
being  mercifully  preferved,  and  the  weather 
growing  more  temperate,  in  fomething  more 
than  fix  weeks  they  reached  the  mouth  of  Po- 
tuxan  river  in  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  where 
another  great  florin  arifrng,  a  beat  near  them, 
with  feveral  paflcngers  on  board,  being  in  great 
diilrefs,  the  fhip,  which  they  were  in,  took  in 
the  paffengers  before  the  boat  was  loft.  Thefe 
iaithial  miniiters,  ever  diligent  in  propagating 
the  gofpcl  and  fpreading  the  truth,  not  dif- 
rouraged  by  perils  by  fea  or  perils  by  land, 
from  a  zealous  exertion  of  their  minifterial  la- 
bours on  all  occafions,  confiding  in  Divine  Pro- 
vidence for  protection  through  all  proving  fea- 

*  J.  Burnyeat's  journal. 

F  2  fons, 
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chap,  fons,    and  flrengthened  and   fupported   by  the 
xx.     confcioufnefs  of  integrity  in  discharge  of  duty, 
v^vx^  took  the  prefent  opportunity  to  hold  a  religious 
1^7l-    meeting  with   thefe   new   paflengers  to  mutual 
fatisfa&ion.     But  their  provifions  growing  fhort, 
through  the   tedioufnefs  of   their  paffage,   and 
their  having  thus  got  an  additional  number  to 
feed,  without  any  addition  of  food,  their  fcanty 
(lore   was    foon   confumed.      In  this   exigency 
George  Pattifon,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  took 
boat,  and  providentially  got  fafe  afhore  ;     and 
foon  after  fome  friends  refiding  in  that  part  of 
Maryland   came  aboard,  and  brought  the  reft 
fafe  to  land  alfo,  very  opportunely,  their  provi- 
fions  being  quite  fpent. 

Soon  after   their  landing  they  went  directly 
to  the  general  meeting  at  Weft  River,  appoint- 
ed by  John  Burnyeat,  which  afforded  them,  as- 
well  as  him,  a  feafonable  opportunity  of  feeing 
the    friends    of   the   Province    together.     The 
meeting   was  very   large,    and  held  four  days, 
being  attended  generally  by  friends,  and  num- 
bers of  other  focieties,  and  feveral  of  the  prin- 
cipal   rank   among    them.      After    the    public 
meetings   were  over,    the  men's   and   women's 
meetings    for    difcipline    fucceeded,    in    which 
<v  Fr>*  ex-  Gecrge  Fox,  with   admirable  ability   and  clear- 
phinsthe    nefSj  explained  the  ufefuinefs  and  benefit,   the 
meetings  of  end  and  the  manner  of  holding  thefe  meetings. 
difcipline.    j-fis   friends    here   received   his    directions    with 
becoming  condefcenfion  and  cordial  fatisfaction, 
and  the  meeting  being  ended,  friends  feparated, 
under  a  fenfe  of  divine  favour.     After  this  the 
meetSat  trave^ers    went    together    to     another   general 
Cliff*.        meeting  appointed  at  the  Cliffs,  which  was  alfo 
large,  and  the  people  attended  reverently  to  the 

doctrines 
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doctrines  delivered  there.  They  had  alfo  a  ge- 
neral meeting  for  difcipline,  at  which  the  feve- 
ral  particular  meetings  of  difcipline  were  efta- 
blifhed  ;  and  mod  of  thofe  who  had  apoftatized 
with  Thurfton,  and  remained  unreconciled,  re- 
turned into  unity  with  their  friends. 


CHAP.     XXI. 

European  Friends  part  company. — William  Ed- 
mundfon  goes  to  Virginia. — Thence  through  the 
Wildernefs  to  Carolina. — Returns  to  Virginia  to 
a  Men's  Meeting  appointed  there. — Friends 
here  agree  to  the  EJiablijhment  of  Difcipline. — 
William  Edmundfon  paffeih  on  to  New  Tork, 
and  hat  h  a  Meeting  there  at  an  Inn. 


o 


x\FTER  thefe  two  general  meetings  the  friends  c  h  a  Pt 
from  Europe  parted  company,   dividing   them-     XXI- 
felves    upon    their    refpe&ive    fervices.      James 
Lancafter  and  John  Cartwright  went  by  fea  to  European" 
New  England  ;    George   Fox,    John  Burnyeat,  friend,  par* 
Robert  Widders  and    George  Pattifon    toward company* 
Jerfey,  and  William   Edmundfon   for   Virginia.  w#  E(j. 
Here  William,    as    John    Burnyeat    had    done^1lindfo" 
before   him,     found    fundry    disorders    yet   un-g;.,;^ 
removed.      He    had   feveral    edifying   meetings 
amongft   them,  wherebv    having  brought  them 
to    a  better  temper,    and  cultivated    a  friendly 
difpofition  in  their  minds,  he  appointed  a  men's 
meeting,   for  the   fettling   of  an   orderly   difci- 
pline 
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p'ine  amongfl  them,  after  the  model  of  that 
eftabliihed  in  England  and  Ireland.  From 
hence  he  travelled  to  Carolina,  through  a  de- 
folate  uninhabited  wildernefs  ;  he  and  his  guides 
through  the  paired  two  nights  in  the  woods,  in  the  latter 
Wikkrneis     f  wn;c'n    he  could   not-   \{e  down,  it  rained  fo 

to  Carolina.     .  ;      j. 

violently,  the  ground  wet,  and  hnnfelr  wet  to 
the  fkin,  fo  that  he  patTed  the  night  parrly  un- 
der a  tree  for  (heifer,  and  partly  walking  be- 
tween the  trees  ;  added  to  this  uncommodious 
circumftance,  his  guide  was  uncertain  about 
the  way,  but  William,  having  the  day  before 
advanced  farther  in  the  woods  than  his  guides, 
who  were  tired  and  faint,  had  discovered  a 
path,  to  which  he  leading  the  way,  it  took  them 
to  Henry  Philips*?*  houfe  by  Albemarle  river, 
the  place  of  their  designation. 

b  His  hoft  and  hofteis,  who  had  been  convinced 
in  New  England,  and  removed  their  refidence 
hither,  received  him  and  his  company  with  re- 
markable gladnefs,  not  having  feen  the  face  of 
a  friend  for  many  years.  It  was  nrft-day 
morning,  but  William  being  weary  and  faint 
with  fading  and  travelling,  found  it  rcquifite 
to  take  fome  reii,  he  therefore  appointed  a 
meeting  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  to  which 
many  people  came,  but,  as  is  too  much  the 
cafe  in  thefe  defert  countries,  they  feemed  to 
have  little  fenfe  of  religion  amongft  them,  for 
they  fat  down  in  the  meeting  fmoaking  tobac- 
co ;  notv/ithftanding  which,  William's  testi- 
mony, in  the  authority  of  the  gofpel,  had  that 
reach   upon  them,   that  they  were  arfe&ed  with 

*  Wiiiiam  Edmundfon,  p.  59. 

great 
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great  ferioufnefs,  defired  him  to  flay  with  them,  CHAP, 
and  favour  them  with  more  meetings.  xxi. 

At  this  meeting,  one  Terns,  a  juftice  of  peace,  ^-^-w^ 
and  his  wife,  being  convinced,  defired  to  have  the     I^72« 
next   meeting   at  their   houfe,    which   was   ac- 
cordingly held,  and  being  favoured  with  divine 
regard,  was  conducive  to  the  convincement  and 
edification  of  feveral  of  the  auditory. 

Having    appointed  a   men's    meeting  in  Vir- Returns  to 
ginia,    he   was  under  a   necelTity   of  returning  J1^;™* to 
thither  from  this  fecond  meeting  in    Carolina,  meeting ap- 
After  a  journey   of  great  pain,    through   fick-S^"" 
nefs  contracted  by  hardfhips  in  the  wildernefs, 
he  reached  the   men's  meeting,   where   friends  Friends 
readily   confented  to  the  eftablifliment  of  dtfci-;JJtteSL 
pline,   and  defired  to  have  another  meeting  of  biifhmentof 
the   fame   kind    appointed   before    he   left    the  ^"P11"* 
country,    to   which   agreeing,  and  in  the  inter- 
mediate time  vifiting  fundry  places  and  meet- 
ings to  fatisfaction,  he  attended  the  faid  men's 
meeting  ;   crevious  to  which  a  meeting  for  wor- 
fhip  being    held,    ir   was    attended   by   feveral 
perfons    of  condition,    as  Juflice  Taverner  and 
his  wife,    who  was   one   of  the  fociety,  Major- 
general  Rennet,  Colonel  Teve  and  others.    This 
meeting  proved  to   general  edification,  the  doc- 
trines of  the   gofpel  being  delivered  with  pow- 
erful energy,  and  the   hearts  of  the  people   af- 
fected   with    religious    thoughtfuinefs.      When 
this    meeting  was  ended,    the    members  of  the 
fociety   withdrew   into   a  large  upper   room   to 
the  men's  meeting,   to  confer  upon    and  fettle 
the  affairs   of    the   church.     Juftice  Taverner's 
wife,   who  was  of   the  fociety,  informing  Wil- 
liam that  the  major-general  and  Colonel  Teve, 
and   others   below,  were  defirous  to  foeak  with 

him. 
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chap,  him,  he  went  down ;   they  told  him  they  only 
xxi.     wanted  to  take  leave  of  him,    and  acknowledge 
*— -v-^  the  truth   of  his   doctrine  ;    whereupon  apolo- 
1672.    gizing  for  friends  withdrawing,  he   told  them 
the  reafon  was,  to  lay  down  a  method  for  pro- 
viding  for    their   poor    widows    and  fatherlefs 
children ;    to  take  care    that    no   diforders   were 
committed  in    the  fociety,    and  that  all  lived  or- 
derly, according  to  what  they  profejfed.     That  in 
England  and  in  other  places  friends  had  fuch 
meetings  appointed  for  the  like  purpofes.     This 
account  gained  the  major-general's  approbation, 
he  faying  he  was  glad  there  was  fuch  care  and 
order  amongfl:  friends,  and  wifhed  it  had  been  fo 
amongfl:  others. 
W  ndfo'n         Having  thus  been  inftrumental  to  fettle  good 
goeth  to     order  in  fome  meafure  amongfl  the  members  of 
^edwh^r^'the   fociety   in   Virginia,   he  returned   through 
meeting  at  Maryland  to  New  York.     He  was  very  defirous 
his  mn.      G£  a  reiigious   meeting  with  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town,    where   no   meeting   of  friends  had 
ever  been    held  ;    and   the  owner   of   the   inn 
where  he  lodged  being  willing  to  accommodate 
him  with   a  large  room,    the  meeting  was  ac- 
cordingly held,    largely  attended,  and  amongfl 
others    by    fome   of  the  chief  officers,    magif- 
trates   and    principal   inhabitants.      They   were 
very  folid  and  attentive  to  the    doctrine  he  de- 
livered,   and   affected  thereby,  which    appeared 
in    their   affectionate   demeanour   to   him   after 
the    meeting  was   over.     From  thence  he  went 
to  Long  Ifland  and  Shelter  Ifland,  where  he  met 
with  George  Fox  and  his  companions  on  their 
way  from  New  England  to  Virginia. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XXII. 

George  Fox,  &c.  go  to  the  Eq/iern  Shore. — Theme 
by  Land  through  the  Wildernefs  to  New  England, 
— Lodged  in  the  Houfe  of  an  Indian  King. — 
Half  Year's  Meeting  in  Long  JJland. — Opposition 
being  expecled  from  a  diffatisfed  Party  a  Day  is 
fet  apart  for  hearing  them. — Tearly  Meeting  in 
Rhode  Ifland  held  for  fix  Days.  —  Difcipline 
ejiabiijhed. — J.  Burnyeat  and  others  go  to  New 

England. — Meeting  difturbed  at  Sciiuate. 

Thatcher,  Priefi  at  Bo/ion,  endeavours  toflir  up 
Perfecution. — fames  Lancafler  and  John  Stubbs 
imprifoned  at  Bojlon  and  banijhed. — Bellingham, 
Governor  of  Ma/fachufets,  dies.  Meet  with 
little  Succefs  among  fome  who  are  drawn  afide  by 
f.  Perrot. — Difyute  with  Roger  Williams. — 
William  Edmundfon  embarks  for  Ireland. 

./AFTER,  their  feparating  in  Maryland  to  their  c  hap. 
respective  fervices,    the    laft-mentioned  friends,    xxn. 
viz.  George  Fox  and  his  companions,  went  by  **> — \r-^ 
boat  to  the  Eaftern  fiiore,  and  had  a  large  meet-    1672. 
ing  there,  to  which,  befides  many  peribns  of  quality  jj  tF0°^f  ^ 
of  the  country,  came   one  of   the  Indian  kings,  Eaftem 
and  fome  other  Indians  coming  thither,  George 
Fox  had  two  meetings  with  them  in  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day  ;  they  feemed  very   attentive  to 
his  doctrine,  and  owned  it  to  be  truth.     Then 
he  defired  that    what  he  had  fpoken  to  them, 
that  they  would  fpeak  to  their  people,  and  make 
them  acquainted  that  God  by  his  witnefs  in  their 

hearts 
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chap,  hearts  was  willing  to  make  himfelf  known  in 
xxii.   their  wildernefs  country,  and  fet  up  his  glorious 
* — *"■*■  enfign  of  righteoufnefs  amongft  them. 
_  Ir7,1'  ,      From  hence  they  took  their  journey  by  land 

Go  by  land  r  -,  _,        .         . J        ..   .  ■>  .     *        ' 

through  the  ror   JNew  England,  wmcn  at   that  time  was   an 
to'Sr*"*  undertaking  of  great  peril  and  difficulty,  moft  of 
England,     the   intermediate  country  being  a  dreary  unin- 
habited wildernefs,  interfered  by  large  and  deep 
rivers,  fome  of  which  they  headed,  others  they 
parTed  in  canoes,  fwimming  their  horfes  bv  the 
fides  ;  fometimes  they  were  under  a  difficulty  to 
procure  Indian  guides,  and  the  Dutchman  whom 
they  had  hired  was  not  willing  to  undertake  the 
guidance  without   an  Indian;   they  lodged  fome 
nights   in  the  woods,  fome  in   the  Indian  wig- 
wams.    In  fome  whole  day's  journeys  they  faw 
no  human  creature  befides  their  own  company, 
not  an  houfe  or  dwelling-place  in  the  way.     One 
Lodged  :n  night  reaching  an  Indian  town,  they  lodged   at 
th/  ','  c    the  king's  houfe  or  wigwam-  who   entertained 

oranlodufi  y  «  %  . 

king.  them  with  affectionate  kindnefs,  and  his  atten- 
dants were  affiduoufly  refpectful  to  them ;  they 
fared  and  lodged  as  well  as  himfelf,  but  pro- 
visions were  fcantily  afforded  them,  not  for  want 
of  hofpitality,  but  bccaufe  he  had  been  unfuccefs- 
ful  in  the  chace  and  caught  little  or  nothing  that 
clay.  They  lay  on  mats  on  the  ground,  with 
blocks  of  wood  or  fuch  like  for  their  pillows. 
In  nine  days  they  reached  Middletown  in  Eafl 
Jerfey,  where  was  a  plantation  of  Englifh,  and 
amongit.  them  fome  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 
After  a  fhon  (lay  at  the  houfe  of  Richard  Ilartf- 
horn,  a  man  of  an  hofpitable,  benevolent  and 
honourable  character,  who  had  lately  removed 
from  London,  they  were  by  him  carried  over  in 

his 
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his  boat  to  Long  Ifland,  whither  they  were  haf-  chap. 
tening  to  the  half  year's  meeting  to  be  held  at     xxu. 
Oyfter  Bay  for  that  iiland  and   the  province  of  v— ^w-/ 
New  York.     The  faid  half  year's  meeting  began.,  l672-, 
the  fourth  day  after  their  arrival,  and  tailed  four  meeting ;» 
days.     The    two   nrft    days   were    employed   in  Lonslllinf'- 
holding  pubiick  meetings  for  wormip  ;  the  third 
day  was  allotted  for  holding  the  men's   and   wo- 
men's meetings  for  the  needful  care  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church. 

As  oppofition  was  expected  from  thefe  preju-  oppout;©* 
diced  and  contentious  fpirits,  who  had  difturbed')Ci"se?- 
the  lad  half  year's  meeting  there,    George  Fox  g.  Dennis 
did  not  think  it  proper  that  the  fervice  of  the a!ld  his  i 
men  s  and  women  s  meetings  mould  be  inter-  ;3  fet  apart 
rupted  by  their  cavils  ;  but  let  them  know,  that  [^eari"£ 
if  they  had  any  objection  to   make  to   the   disci- 
pline of  the    ibciety,  a  meeting  mould  be  ap-  * 
pointed  for   the   purpofe ;  the    fourth   day  was 
therefore  fet  apart  for  this  bufmefs,  open   to  as 
many  of  the  opponents  as  chofe  to  attend  it,  and 
to  friends  likewife;  but  thole  of  the  prejudiced 
party,  who  had  been  fo  free  in  their  reflections 
upon    George   Fox   when    remote    from    them, 
began  now  to  fawn  upon  him,  and  caft  the  blame 
upon  others,  particularly  George  Dennis  endea- 
voured to  exculpate  himfelfj  but  John  Burn- 
yeat,  who  had   been  witnefs  to  his  conduct  at 
the    laft   half   year's    meeting    as    well    as    this, 
proved  evidently  that  he  was  the  principal  aclor 
and  infligator  in  the  oppofition  to  the  good  order 
of   the  fociety,  and   in  reading    their   book    of 
reflections  thereupon,  and  upon  George  Fox  as 
-the  founder  thereof,  whereby    his   deceitfulneis 
being  made  manifeft,  he  and  his  party  were  con- 
founded and  foiled  to  that  degree,  that  their  at- 
tempt* 
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chap,  tempts  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  fociety  were 

xxii.    entirely  fruftrated. 
v-x~v~v-;      After  fome  little  time  fpent  in  Long  Ifland 

1672.  jn  faQ  work  of  the  miniftry,  thefe  European 
meeting  in  friends  took  Shipping  for  Rhode  Ifland  to  attend 
f^odf:  ,,  the  yearly  meeting  to  be  held  there  for  the  pro- 

Ifland  held       .       J  J  ' p  r 

for  fix  days,  vince  or  New  England,  where  they  met  with 
John  Stubbs,  juft  arrived  from  Barbadoes,  and 
James  Lancafter  and  John  Cartwright  from  New 
England,  with  a  number  of  friends  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  province.  This  yearly  meet- 
ing was  continued  by  adjournments  for  fix  days 
fucceffively  ;  the  firft  four  were  employed  in 
publick  meetings  of  worfhip,  to  which  the  go- 
vernor and  feveral  juftices  giving  daily  atten- 
dance, their  countenance,  drew  abundance 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland, 
-  amongft  whom  thefe  friends  found  an  open  re- 
ception for  their  miniftry :  For  this  large  audi- 
tory behaved  in  a  manner  remarkably  folid, 
becoming  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion,  hearing 
the  doctrines  of  truth  with  diligent  attention, 
and  regarding  the  promulgators  thereof  with 
cordial  affection  during  thefe  four  days  ;  the  fifth 
riifcipiine  was  appointed  for  holding  the  men's  meeting, 
efcabhihed.  ancj  t^e  fl^jj  for  tjle  women's  meeting,  which 

were  both  large,  folemn,  inftructive,  and  bene- 
ficially conducive  to  the  end  of  the  appointment. 
Many  important  remarks  being  made  upon  the 
ufe  and  intent  of  meetings  of  difcipline  in  gene- 
ral, the  feveral  particular  men's  and  women's 
meetings,  to  be  held  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
province  conftituting  this  yearly  meeting,  were 
agreed  upon  and  fixed,  to  take  care  of  the  poor 
and  other  general  concerns  of  the  church,  that 
the  members  of  the  church  might  not  blemifh 

the 
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the  truth  they  profefTed  by  a  life  and  converfa-  chap. 
tion  inconfiftent  with  the  principles  thereof,  but     xxn. 
by  the  purity  of  their  manners  and  integrity  of  v— *v--> 
their  lives,  might  be   of  a  good  favour  among    l672« 
their  neighbours,  blamenefs  and  harmlefs,  with- 
out rebuke. 

During  their  flay  on  the  ifland,  a  marriage 
was  folemnized  between  two  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  who  had  for- 
merly been  governor  thereof.  Some  jufHces 
and  many  others,  as  well  as  friends,  attended, 
who  all  confeifed  they  never  faw  fuch  folemnity 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  fo  folemn  a  marriage,  and 
fuch  decency  of  order. 

George  Fox  and  Robert  Widders  flayed  yet  j.  Bum- 
lonjrer  in  the  ifiand ;  but   John  Burnyeat,    fohn  J"*1  a,,d 

o  *  others  tro  to 

Cartwright    and    George   Pattifon  went   to    the  New-Eng- 
eaftern  parts  of  New  England,  in  company  with land* 
the  friends  from  thence.     Their  firfl   meetings 
were  at  Marfhfield,  Sandwich  and  Scituate,  to 
advantage  and  confolation.     As  John  Burnyeat 
was  in  the  exercife   of  his  minidry  at  Scituate,  Meeting 
fome  of  the  elders  of  the   independent  church  s 
came   to    the    meeting,  which   was    held   in  an 
orchard,  and  was  very  large,  and  made  oppoii- 
tion  to  him  ;  but  the  people  being  much  dif- 
pleafed   at  the  interruption,  defired   them  to  be 
ftiil  'till   they  had  done,  upon  which  they  went 
away  to  their  own  wormip,  and  after  it  was  over 
returned  to  hold  a  difputation  with  thefe  friends, 
in  which  directing  their  endeavours  to  make  the 
Quakers  appear  in  the  eves  of  the  auditory  as  a 
people  under  delufion  and  error,  John  Burnyeat 
propofed  to  them,   that    fir.ee   they    reprefented 
him  and  his   friends  as  hcreiicks  and  their  own 
church  as  a  true  church,  that  they  mould  try 

both 


disturbed  at 
cituate, 
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chap  both  by  the  criterion  laid  down  by  Chriit  him- 
xxn.    felf,  that  is,  by  fruits ;  and  although  they  were 

'^■v---'  averfe  to  clofe  in  with  the  propofal,  he  proceed- 
l672«  ed  to  recount  the  fruits  of  their  church,  viz. 
fining  and  uiftraining  for  not  attending  their 
worhhip,  imprifonings,  cruel  whippings,  cutting 
off  ears,  burning  in  the  hand,  banithing 
and  putting  to  death,  only  upon  account  of  re- 
ligion ;  if  they  could  prove  t.hefe  to  be  the  fruits 
of  a  true  Chriftian  church,  they  were  to  be 
owned  as  fuch  ;  but  if  not,  they  were  to  be 
denied :  Thefe  elders  could  not  reliih  this  kind 
of  argument,  having  fome  of  them,  as  he  was 
informed,  been  themfelves  active  in  persecution, 
and  therefore  put  an  end  to  i\m  diicourfe  upon  a 
difagreeable  lubjecl  by  withdrawing. 

The  violence  of  perfecution  was  by  this  time 
abated  in  this  province,  (the  perfgeuting  magi- 
Urates  being  moflly  dead)  yet  not  wholly  abo- 
lifhed  ;  fome  of  their  preachers  and  others  of  the 
old  {tamp  {till  remaining,  ufed  their  endeavours 
to  keep  the  fpirit  thereof  alive.  The  next  day 
thefe  friends  went  to  Boiton,  where  many  people 
came  into  the  meeting,  and  while  John  Bumyeat 
was  fpeaking  to  them,  the  marfhal  and  a  conlbi- 
ble  came  in.  The  marfiial  bidding  the  conftablc, 
who  was  a  moderate  man,  to  execute  his  office, 
he  replied,  Si?  be  did,  be  was  to  fee  the  king's 
peace  kept.  He  flood  a  while  to  hear,  went 
away,  and  told  the  deputy  governor  he  had  been 
at  the  meeting,  and  heard  nothing  like  blafphemy, 
but  folid  and  important  truths,  or  to  that  effect. 
.The  people  ftayed  and  furnifhed  him  with  a  fair 
opportunity  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  their  edifi- 
cation, and  to  vindicate  the  fociety  from  the 
calumnies  of  the  prieits  and  others.  The  peo- 
ple 
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pie  departed  greatly  fatisfied,  and  applauded  the  c  u  a  p. 
doclrine  they  had  heard,  which  when  Thatcher,    Xxil. 
one  of  the  Bofton  preachers,  underftood,  actuated  ' — *"**-' 
by    the   old  fpirit   of  perfecution    flill   alive    inTh    f*" 
him,  the    fucceeding    nrft-day,    in   his    fermon,  pricft  of  * 
he  excited   the    magiflrates    prefent  againft  the  BoU°"> rn- 

o  r  n  >  dea-vdsura  to 

Quakers,  who  immediately  lent  to  take  friends  exaxc  the 
from  their  meeting,    and  committed  feveral   of  ^aa!^ratcs 
them  to  prifon.     Alfo  James  Lancafter  and  John  Quaker*. 
Stubbs,    who    came    afcer    thefe    the    following 
week,  were  imprifoned  and  banifhed  out  of  the 
colony  by  R.   Bellingham,  governor,  who  had 
been   deputy   under    J.   Endicott,    and    a   party 
with    him,*  in    all    the  inhuman  feverity    of  his 
government ;  but  his   power  of  punifhing    was 
near  its  termination,  for  foon  after  this  he  went 
diffracted,  and  in  that  (late  departed  this  life  the 
7th  of  December  in  this  year. 

Thefe  friends  from  Europe  continued  their 
travels  andreiigious  labours  for  forne  time  longer 
on  this  continent,  edifying  their  friends  by  their 
miniftry,  fettling  meetings  of  difcipline  for  pre- 
ferving  and  promoting  a  circumfpecl:  converfa- 
tion,  Chriftian  chanty  and  tendernefs,  brotherly 
affection  and  cordial  unity  amongfr.  them, 
whofe  numbers  were  now  increafed  by  convince- 
ment.  To  avoid  the  tedioufnefs  of  repeating 
fimilar  circumftances  I  forbear  tracing  their  re- 
fpeclive  movements  in  their  further  fervices,  re- 
ftricting  myfelf  to  the  more  notable  pajfages  to 
be  met  with  in  their  progrefs. 


c  Bcfle,  vol.  2,  p.  259. 

John 
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chap.     John  Burnyeat  and  his  companions  continued 
xxii.    their  journev  to  Salem,  and  here  met  with  lbme 
*— v*—'  more  of  thofe  who  had  been  perverted  by  John 
1672.    Perrot's  notions  in  keeping  on  their  hats  at  the 
wwho  time   of  pub'.ick  prayer,    amongft   whom  John 
had  been     Burnyeat  and  his  friends  exerciied  much  labour 
away  with  in  Chriftian  patience  and  folicitude  to  convince 
Perrot'snothem  of  their  error;    they   appointed  a  fecond 
meeting  with   them,    in  order    to   prevail   with 
them  to  eftabiifh  meetings  of  discipline,  the  fer- 
amongft      vice  of  which  being  clearly  explained  to  them, 
whom  they  thev  could  not  help  affenting  to  the  expediency 
toJnSu'ce  thereof,  and  yet  when  prefled  to  come  into  the 
5Sr^"d.  practice  of  holding  thefe  meetings  regularly,  they 
wiiLP  "  m  difcovered  a  manifeft  reluctance.     John  Burnyeat 
obferving    their   disinclination  to    comply  with 
the  advice  of  their  friends,  reprefented  to  them, 
with  forrow,  that  while  they  continued   in  the 
fpirit  they  were  in,  they  could  not   a&  in  the 
church  in  the  unity  of  the  body,  to  the  honour 
of  the  holy  head,  or  the  edification  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  'till  they  faw  their  error  and  con- 
demned it.     So  faying  he  left  them.     However 
this  remonftrance  had  that  effect,  that,  in  feveral, 
their    confeiences  were   fo  awakened,  as  to  let 
them  fee  their  miftake,  condemn  it,  and  return 
into  unity  with  the  body*. 

From  hence  they  journeyed  on  to  Providence 
and  Rhode  lfland ;  at  the  former  place  they  met 
with  a  company  of  Ranters,  who  went  generally 
under   the   name   of  Gortonians,  *  but  called 

them- 

k   J.  Burnyeat,. p.  53. 
*   This  name   was   riven  them  f-om  their  leader,  Samuel 
Gorton,   who  is  reprefented  by  Neale,  in   his  Hilto^y  of  New 
£'  -land,  as  a  moft  impudent  enthufiaft,  who  had   no 

u 
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themfelves  Generalifts.     Thefe  people  gave  them  chap. 
fome  trouble,  and  a  greater  degree  of  difguft  by    xxn. 
their  wicked  and  immoral  principles,  maintain-  v-^*v>w> 
ing    that    no   creaturely    actions    could    be    fin,     l672, 
neither   fornication  nor   drunkennefs,   nor  fuch 
like    immoralities ;    only    fpiritual    uncleannefs ; 
the  outward    action   was    but  creaturely ;  thus, 
like  the  Ranters  in  England,  making  an  unin- 
telligible difcrimination  between  the  aclion,  and 
the  temper  of  the  mind  it  was  done  in. 

At  Rhode-Illand  they  met  with  George  Fox 
and  his  companions  going  weftward,  in  whofe 
company  George  Pattifon  joined.  They  alfo 
here  received  a  challenge  from  Roger  Williams 
of  Providence  with-  fourteen  proportions,  which 
he  engaged  to  maintain  againfl  any  of  the 
Quakers  from  Old  England,  propofing  a  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  firft  feven  in  Rhode-Iflaiid.  The 
challenge  was  accepted,  the  meetings  held  for 
three  days,  and  terminated  in  a  clear  conviction 
of  the  envy  and  prejudice  of  the  old  man,  whofe 
propofitions  (as  he  called  them)  were  a  collection 
of  general  charges  and  accufations,  which  he 
could  not  make  good,  but  which  were  plainly 

notions  of  religion,  having  difowned  the  principles  of  tlie 
Puritans,  and  embraced  no  other  that  he  knew  of  j  that  he 
was  not  only  unprincipled  in  religion,  but  of  turbulent  beha- 
viour in  every  ftate  where  he  refided  He  was  banifhed  from 
Bofton  and  Plymouth,  and  went  to  Rhode  Ifland ;  that  he 
behaved  with  fuch  infolence  the^e,  that  he  was  whipped  and 
banifhed  from  that  ifland,  and  then  went  over  to  Roger 
Williams  at  Providence,  where  entering  the  lands  of  fome 
Indians,  he  had  like  to  have  involved  the  Englim  in  an  Indian 
war,  for  which  he  was  condemned,  with  fix  of  his  disciples, 
by  the  Maflachufet's  government  to  the  work-houfe  for  fix 
months,  and  afterwards  to  depart  the  country.      Neale. 

Vol.  III.  G  difproved 
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chap,  difproved  to  the   fatisfaaion    of    the   auditory, 
xxu.    whereby  at  length  he  was  filenced. 
v — sr~->      The  friends,  whom  William  Edmundfon  had 
l672-    joined,  had  afterwards  a  religious  meeting  with 
the  people,  who,  at  the  conclufion  thereof,  de- 
parted well  fatisfied  and  kindly   affe&ioned  to 
them.      Soon    after    William    Edmundfon    pro- 
ceeded to  Bofton,  from  whence  he  embarked  for 
Ireland  and  returned  home. 


CHAP.      XXIII. 

John  Burnyeat  and  John  Stubbs  continue  their 
Travels. — Rigidnefs  prevalent  in  the  Government 
of  Maffachufets.—At  Greenwich  a  Prieji  raife: 
an  Expectation  of  a  Difpute,  but  procures  a 
Warrant  to  apprehend  them. — The  Magi/Irate 
being  moderate  advifes  them  to  a  Conference.— 
Remarkable  Incident. — George  Fox,  Robert  Wid- 
ders,  &c.  travel  through  the  Woods  to  Mary- 
land.—General  Meeting  there.— They  go  to 
Virginia  by  Water. — Thence  through  the  Wilder- 
nefs  to  Carolina.— Where  they  vifit  the  Indians 
as  well  as  the  Colon i/h. — Return  to  Europe. 
CHAP. 

v^vO  A.FTER  William  Edmundfon  had  taken  his 

1672.    paffa&e   to   Ireland,    John   Burnyeat   and   John 

J-Burn;T  Stubbs    continued  their   journey   through  New 

EShJL  England.     When  they  came  into  the  government 

t:nue  their  OI 

journey. 
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of  Maffachufets  they  found  the  root  of  bitter- c  hap. 
nefs   frill  fruitful  in  that  quarter.     When  they    xxiii* 
appointed  meetings,  the  officers  would  come  and  *"-*"" v-^ 
prohibit  them,    and  fo  terrify  the  people   with R.l?J2A 
menaces  of  bringing  them  under  the  penalties  of  prevalent  in 
their  ecelefiaftical  laws,  that  few   or  none  durft  ^eg°veraj 
come  near  them  ;  when  they  remonftrated  to  the  Maffaehw 
officers  and  elders  they  would  not   flay  to  hearfets* 
them,    but   would    only    exclaim    againft    their 
religion  and  them  as  hereticks,  although  at  the 
fame  time   confeffing  they  knew  not  what  their 
principles  were,  fpeaking  evil  of  the  things  they 
underitood  not,  and  tacitly  manifefting  that  they 
had  proceeded  in  perfecuting  this  fociety,  even 
to   banifhment  and   death,  without   ever  giving 
them  a  fair  opportunity  of  being  heard,  or  well 
knowing  for   what    reafon   they    inflicted   thefe 
feverities  upon  them.     At  other  times  the  elders 
would  come  to  difpute  with  them,  on   purpofe 
by  their  prefence,   to   awe   the   younger   people 
from  coming  to  hear  their  doctrine,  which  ex- 
cited the  defire  of  the  young  people  fo  far,  that 
fince  they  could  get  no  publick  opportunity  of 
hearing  them,  feveral  of  thefe  reforted  to  their 
chamber  at  the  inn,  to  whom  thefe  friends  ex- 
plained  their   principles,  proving   them   by   the 
fcriptures,  whereby  thefe  young  people  were  well 
fatisfied  and  edified  ;  but  when   the  elders  and 
dry  formal  profeflbrs  difcovered  this  private  op- 
portunity, and  underflood  they   were  much  af- 
fected thereby,  they  fent  a  conflable  to  command 
all   to  depart,    which  they  declining,    the    inn- 
keeper, who  was   an  elder,  took  away  the  can- 
dle,   upon   which   they   went   away   much  dif- 
pleafed. 

G  2'  When 
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chap.  When  they  came  to  Greenwich  they  met 
xxiii.  with  fome  friends  and  appointed  a  meeting  there. 
^sv^J  The  prieft  of  this  town  had  frequently  made  the 
l67z-  fuppofed  errors  of  this  fociety  the  topick  of  his 
wich  the""  invectives  in  the  pulpit,  and  boafted  how  he 
prieft  who  -ttouid  dilpute  with  the  Quakers  if  any  mould 
expend-  come  thither,  which  occaiioned  a  great  con- 
onsofadif-courie  to  the  meeting,  in  expectation  of  the 
prieft's  making  good  his  vaunt ;  but  he  thought 


cures  a 


r'rehend   ^dl  to  cut   difputation   fhort,  by  mounting  his 
thcfe  horfe  early  in  the  morning  and  riding  to  Stam- 

fnends.  for£j9  about  two  miles,  to  complain  to  a  magi- 
ftrate, who  fent  a  conftable  with  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  the  faid  two  friends ;  they  coming 
at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  took  them,  and 
carried  them  before  the  magiftrate  ;  many  of 
the  people  followed,  and  friends  alfo,  to  fee  the 
remit.  They  were  called  into  an  inner  room 
to  the  magiftrate,  he  being  indifpofed,  two 
priefls,  the  conftable,  and  one  other  prefent. 
The  magi-  This  magiftrate,  a  very  moderate  man,  afked 
m«E^g  them  feveral  queftions,  to  which  they  returned 
adv,ies  to  a  fuitable  anfwers  ;  they  had  much  difcourfe,  with 
conference  ^^  he  appeared  well  fatisfied ;  but  upon  one 
of  the  priefts'  putting  a  queftion,  John  Burnyeat 
remarked,  that  if  they  were  difpofed  to  difcourfe 
on  religious  fubjects,  a  more  publick  place  would 
be  belt  adapted  to  that  purpofe,  as  the  people 
were  without  and  defirous  to  hear ;  which  pro- 
pofal  the  magiftrate  feconded,  faying,  "  Mr. 
"  Jones  and  Mr.  Bifhop,  I  defire  you  to  go  into 
"  the  publick  meeting-houfe,  and  difcourfe  with 
"  thefe  men  before  the  people,  for  they  are 
"  fober  rational  men.'1  Upon  which  the  friends 
retired,  and  went  to  the  meeting-houfe,  whither 
the  priefts  followed,  not   without  fymptoms   of 

being 
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being  mortified  at  the  difappointment  of  their  de-  chap. 
fire  through  the  moderate  difpofition  of  the  magi-    xxiii. 
ftrate.     They  fpent  feveral  hours  in  conference  v — v-"--' 
upon  the  wages  and  call  of  Gofpel  minifters,  elec-     l672« 
tion  and  reprobation,  alfo  of  free  grace  ;  wherein 
the  priefls,    in    contradiction    to  plain  fcripture 
teftimony,  alledged  that  the  Grace  of  God  had 
not  appeared   to  all   men.     The   difcourfe  John 
Burnyeat  writes  was    drawn  up   in   manufcript, 
but  was  too  copious  to  be  inferted  in  his  journal. 
The    next   day    they    had    another    meeting    at 
Greenwich,  to  which  the  prieft  came  and  entered 
into  frefh  debate,  but  failed  of  his  principal  aim, 
for  the  magiftrate  would  not  imprifon  them,  but 
fuftered  them  to  proceed  on  their  travels  without 
further  moleftation. 

In  the  mean  time  George  Fox,  Robert 
Widders,  &c.  paffed  to  Providence  and  Narra- 
ganfet,  and  thence  to  Long  Ifland,  Shelter 
Ifland,  and  thence  to  Shrewsbury  in  Eafl  Jer- 
fey.  Here  they  met  with  an  incident  which  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  recite,  for  the  fake  of 
the  fervice  it  may  be  of  in  the  like  cafe d.  They 
had  in  their  company  one  John  Jay,  a  planter 
in  Barbadoes,  who  intended  to  accompany  them 
through  the  woods  to  Maryland,  and  mount- 
ing an  horfe  to  try  him,  being  ill  broken,  it  Rfrmr]c,_ 
immediately  ran  away,  and  threw  him  on  his h]?  ma- 
head,  and  they  believed  his  neck  was  broken. 
Thofe  who  were  near  him  took  him  up  as  dead, 
and  carried  him  and  laid  him  on  a  tree. 
George  Fox  got  up  to  him  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  feeling  him,  concluded  he  was  dead.  As 
he  flood  commiserating  him  and  his  family,  he 

i  George  Fox,  446. 

took 
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took  hold  of  his  hair,  and  found  that  his  head 
turned  any  way.  He  then  took  his  head  in 
both  hands,  and  putting  one  under  his  chin,  and 
l672-  the  other  behind  his  head,  he  raifed  it  two  or 
three  times  with  all  his  ftrength,  and  brought  it 
into  its  place,  whereby  his  neck  recovered  its 
ufual  ftiffnefs.  He  began  firft  to  rattle  in  the 
throat,  and  then  to  breathe,  to  the  amazement 
of  all  prefent.  Being  taken  into  the  houfe, 
getting  fome  warm  drink,  and  being  put  into 
a  warm  bed,  he  recovered  fo  well  (though  he 
had  no  recollection  of  what  had  befallen  him  J 
that  he  continued  his  journey  with  them  next 
day  to  Middletown,  and  feveral  hundred  miles 
afterwards. 
They  travel  From  hence  they  took  their  journey  to  Mary- 
toMaryhnd  jan(^  through  the  woods,    having    hired  Indian 

through  the  &        .       .  »  & 

woods.  guides.  In  this  journey  they  met  with  equal 
difficulties  with  thofe  they  had  before  expe- 
rienced, in  the  like  wildernefs  journey  from  Vir- 
ginia to  New  England.  They  lodged  fome- 
times  in  the  woods,  fometimes  in  the  Indian 
wigwams.  They  had  many  large  rivers  to 
crofs,  fome  of  which  they  eroded  near  the  head, 
others  in  canoes,  fwimming  their  horfcs  by  the 
fides  thereof.  Through  numerous  difficulties 
they  reached  Newcaftle  in  five  days,  where 
George  Fox  was  hofpitably  entertained  by  the 
governor,  and  had  a  meeting  at  his  houfc  the 
next  day,  pretty  large,  moft  of  the  town  at- 
tending it,  as  there  had  never  been  any  meet- 
ing of  that  kind  in  this  town  or  its  vicinity 
before.  It  was  refrefhing  to  the  travellers,  and 
fatisfactory  to  the  people,  who  in  tendernefs 
confeffed  to  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  publifhed 
amongft  them. 

From 
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From  hence,  by  very  hard  travelling  through  chap. 
the  like   inconvenient  ways,  they  got  to  Robert    xxm. 
Harwood's    at    Myles  River    in    Maryland    in v— v—' 
three    days   more.     In    this   province    they   had     l672- 
feveral    meetings    to    profit,    both    amongft   the 
inhabitants,  attended  by  many  of  the  firft  rank, 
and  alfo  amongft  the  Indians,  to  whom  George 
Fox  fpoke  by  an   interpreter.     They  were  feri- 
oufly   attentive  to   his  doctrine,  and  difcovered 
a  very  affectionate  refpecl:  to  himfelf. 

Soon  after  the  general  meeting  for  friends  of  General 
the  province  came  on,  which  lafted  five  days  ;  meetins- 
the  three  firft  for  public  worfhip,  which  meet- 
ings were  very  large,  comfortably  edifying  to 
friends,  generally  acceptable  to  the  people,  and 
conducive  to  the  convincement  of  many  ;  the 
remaining  two  days  were  applied  to  holding 
the  men's  and  women's  meetings.  When  the 
meetings  were  over,  they  took  their  leave  of 
friends  in  thefe  parts,  leaving  them  well  efta- 
bliihed  in  the  truth. 

They  continued  their  religious  labours  fome 
time  longer  in  Maryland,  palling  from  place  to 
place  by  water  in  open  boats,  whereby  they 
were  much  expofed  to  wet  and  cold,  and  fre- 
quent ftorms  ;  but  their  zeal  and  diligence  in 
the  difcharge  of  duty,  and  filling  up  their  days 
work  in  honeft  endeavours  to  bring  mankind 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  that  they  might 
be  faved,  through  confidence  in  divine  protec- 
tion furmounted  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
of  the  way. 

When  they  had  finifhed  their  fervice  in 
Maryland  they  went  to  Virginia  by  water,  and 
from   thence  by   land   to  Carolina,    through  a 

wildernefs 
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chap.  wiidernefs  abounding  with  bogs  and  fwamps, 
XXIH*  whereby  they  were  frequently  wet  to  the  knees, 
and  at  night  were  obliged  to  lodge  by  a  fire 
in  the  woods.  They  had  meetings  in  mofl 
habitable  places,  as  they  paffed  along,  in  all 
which  they  expreffed  their  fatisfaction  in  the 
peace  they  felt  as  the  reward  of  their  la- 
bours and  travels,  and  in  obferving  the  benefi- 
cial effects  thereof  on  the  auditory,  by  bringing 
them  to  religious  thoughtfulnefs  in  thefe  defo- 
late  countries,  where  few  or  none  of  this  fo- 
ciety  had  travelled  before,  and  where  they  had 
little   advantage   of  religious  fellowfhip. 

Nor  did  they  confine  their  labours  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Englifh  government  ;  the  prin- 
ciple of  univerfal  love,  which  they  profeffed  and 
cultivated,    incited  them  to   travel    and    labour 

Theyvifit  among  the  Indians  in  the  back  parts  of  Cavo- 
n  wns.  j.^  ^  ^^  ^^  done  in  other  provinces,  en- 
deavouring, by  the  help  of  interpreters,  to  fuit 
their  doctrine  to  the  comprehensions  of  thefe 
people,  by  whom  alfo  their  chriftian  labours 
were  well  received,  and  they  would  own,  they 
understood  what  was  fpoken,  and  that  it  was 
very  good. 
1673.         From  Carolina  they   returned  back   through 

♦urn^omcr  Virginia  to  Maryland,  and  after  fpending  fome 
time  in  that  province,  till  the  general  provincial 
meeting,  which  held  four  days,  they  took  their 
leave  of  friends  in  thofe  parts,  and  embarked 
at  Potuxant  for  Briftol,  as  John  Burnyeat  had 
done  fome  time  before  for  Galway  in  Ireland, 
on  their  way  home. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXIV. 

In  the  Time  of  the  Indian  War  in  New  England — 
William  Edmund/on  under  impulfe  of  Duty  tra- 
vels a  dangerous  "Journey  to  the  Eajiward. — 
Had  Meetings  where  none  of  this  People  had 
been  holden  before,  at  which  feveral  were  con- 
vinced. — He  vifits  a  religious  People  at  Reading, 
at  the  Houfe  of  one  Gould — Where  William  Ed- 
mundforis  Preaching  had  a  good  Effecl. — -After 
the  Indian  War  an  epidemical  Sicknefs  enfues, 
which  proves  very  mortal. — William  Edmundfon 
feized  with  it,  but  recovers. — He  embarketh  for 
New  York. — At  New  London  endeavours  to  get 
a  Meeting,  but  is  prevented. — William  Edmund- 
fon and  James  Fletcher  pay  a  Vifit  to  a  Meeting 
of  Bapiifts. — William  Edmundfon  quefiions  them 
concerning  the  Sabbath,  as  introduclory  to  the 
Exercife  of  his  Mini/lry  amongst  them. — Some 
Profeffbrs  of  this  Age  fond  of  the  Old  Tefia- 
ment. — Meeting  near  New  London  broken  up  by 
Officers  and  armed  Men. 

IT  hath  already    been   obferved  that  William  chap. 
Edmundfon    after    vifiting  Barbadoes    a   fecond  xxiv. 
time  in  1675,  failed  from  thence   for  New  Eng-  ^-v— -* 
land  and  landed  in  Rhode  Ifland.     This  was    in     J675- 
the  height    of  the  New  England    war  with   the 
Indians  under  the   command  of  Philip    king  of 'n^  time 
the  Wampanoags,  which  made    travelling  very  aVn  "wa"~m 
dangerous.    He  flaid  fome  meetings  with  friends  New  Ens- 
in  Rhode  Ifland,  which  was  not  molcfted  by  the  an  ' 

Indians, 
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chap.  Indians,  for  the  governor  being   one  of  the  fo- 
xxvi.  ciety  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  the   inhabi- 
v->^Nr>s^  tants  had  taken  no  part  in  the  war  :   But   on  the 
,675-     Continent  the  Indians  carried  on  the   war   with 
confiderable  fuccefs ;  after  their  favage  manner 
burning    fevcral    towns   and    houfes,    and   daily- 
murdering   fome    or    other    of  the    inhabitants, 
fuch  as  they    could   furprize  or  overpower.     It 
was  an  ufual  cuflom  with  them  to  conceal  them- 
felves  behind  the  trees  or  among  the   bufhes   in 
the  woods,  and  moot  down  the  pailengers  before 
they  were  aware,  and  numbers   were   murdered 
in  that  manner, 
iam  William  Edmundfon  thought    it   his   duty  to 

•n£>n  travel  Eaftward  to  Pifcataway,  to  vifit  his  friends 
jmife  of    ^  in   their  diftrefs,  on  account   of  the  war :  This 
a  dangerous  was  by  ail  efteemed  a  very  perilous  undertaking, 
i'£rpCV°  yct  ulli^er   perluafion  of  duty,  and    cruft  in  di- 
vxrd.        vine  protection,  he  had  the  courage    to    under- 
take the  journey  ;  one    friend    ventured    to  go 
with  him  as  a  guide  through  the  woods  to  Sand- 
wich, where,  through  gracious  mercy,  thsy  ar- 
rived in  farety.     Friends  were  greatly  rejoiced  at 
his  brotherly  vifit    in   this    difcouraging   feafon, 
and  he  alio  was  favoured   with  the  .confolation 
of  inward    peace   in    the   difcharge    of  duty,  in 
faith,  through  difficulty  and  danger;  he  had  two 
meetings  with  them,  to  their  mutual  refreshment 
and  comfort. 

From  thence  he  travelled  to  Seffenafe,  Bofton 
Prtfton.  ancj  Salem,  and  fo  to  Pifcataway  river  and 
Great  liland,  viliting  his  friends,  and  appoint- 
ing meetings  with  them,  as  he  paffed  along,  to 
mutual  fatisfaction.  Fie  proceeded  by  boat  to 
Nicholas  Shapley's,  a  friend  of  note  in  the  coun- 
try, and   from    thence   over    the  river  to   vifit 

his 
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his    friends    on  that    fide,  had  a  meeting   with  chap. 
them  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  was  very   xxiv. 
large  and  edifying,  many    came   far  to  it,  and  ^ — v-*-' 
expreffed  their  thankfulnefs  for  that  comfortable     l675- 
opportunity.   Then  he  returned  to  Nicholas  Shap-  Nicholas 
ley's  and  flaid  iome  days,  where  he  had  a  fatisfac-    ap  ey  s" 
tory  public  meeting,  and  alfo  one  for  difcipline. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  ceffation  of  arms  on 
that  river  ;  and  one  evening  while  William  Ed- 
mundfon  refted  at  Nicholas  Shapley's,  fourteen 
able  Indians  came  into  his  houfe  ;  their  heads 
being  trimmed  and  faces  painted  for  war  gave 
them  a  fierce  and  terrible  appearance.  As  fome 
of  them  could  fpeak  broken  Englifh,  William 
Edmundfon  endeavoured  to  enter  into  familiar 
converfation  with  them,  but  from  the  morofe- 
nefs  of  their  carriage,  and  the  fiercenefs  of  their 
countenances,  he  conceived  they  were  meditat- 
ing hoftile  meafures ;  however  they  went  off  in  the 
night  without  offering  any  injury.  In  the  morning 
his  hoft  acquainted  him  that  he  had  intelligence 
that  the  Indians  were  defigning  to  make  a  new 
incurfion,  which  proved  true,  for  fcon  after 
accounts  came  of  their  having  murdered  feventy 
white  people,  but  William  did  not  hear  of  any 
friend  being  of  the  number. 

Wiiiiam  Edmundfon   returned  to  Salem,  andSa]em_ 
thence  to  iMarblehead,  and  had  feveral  meetings  Marble- 
in    thofe    parts,   both    amongfl    friends,  and    in  Merino* 
places  where  none   had  been  held  before  ;  many  ™h"e  none 
people  reforted  to  them,  and  feveral   were   con-  held  before. 
vinced  :  For  by  reafon  of  the  wars  which  fpread  Seve,;al  , 

n  J  r      ■>      r  1  1  convinced. 

into  moit  quarters  or  thole  colonies,  the  peo- 
ple's minds  were  greatly  humbled  by  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 

pofed, 
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chap  pofed,  not   only  of  Iofirig    their   fubftance,  but 
xxiv.    their  lives  alio. 

^ — ^— *-'       Thus  travelling    in  many   places,  as  with  his 
„  *^75'    life   in  his  hand,    and   hearing    of   a  religious 

v  nits  a  re-  .  ^ 

ligiouspto-  body  of  people  at  Readings  he  felt   a  draft  of 
at  Reading  duty  to  pay   him    a    yifit,  and  in  company  with 

at  the  houfe  '  r    J  .  i  •   ,  ' 

of  one  rive  or  lix  mends  more  went  thither,  to  an 
Gould.  antient  man's  houfe,  whofe  name  was  Gould, 
and  his  houfe  a  garrifon;  for  at  that  time  molt 
people,  except  thofe  called  Quakers,  were  in 
garrifon,  for  fear  of  the  incurfions  of  the  In- 
dians. When  they  came  to  the  houfe,  the  gates 
were  locked,  but  upon  their  calling  they  were 
prefently  opened,  and  when  they  entered  they 
found  feveral  affembled  for  the  exercife  of  reli- 
gious worfhip,  to  which  their  coming  in  feeming 
to  give  fome  interruption,  William  Edmundfon 
informed  them,  that  they  came  not  to  difturb 
them,  for  he  loved  religion,  and  was  feeking  re- 
ligious people  ;  upon  which  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe  defired  him  to  fit  down,  and  took  the  next 
feat  for  himfelf. 
w.Ed-  As    William    fat  amongfl    them,  he    felt   his 

nmndfon's   heart  warmed  towards  them    in  the    love  of  the 
SeirmeK  gpfpel,  and  told  them  he  had  fomething  in  his 
in^hatV%  heart  to   declare    amongll    them,  if  they    would 
goo   e -CL  •  g- ve  kjm  }eave  .  Yhe  mailer  of  the  houfe  bade 
him   fpeak  :  His  heart  being  filled  with  the  word 
of  life,    he  fpoke   in   the  demonftration    of  the 
fpirit  and  of  power,  to  the   awakening  of   their 
confciences,   and  reaching  the    witneis    of  God 
in    them,    to  own  the  truth    of  his    teflimony  : 
And  after  he  had  fmifned  his  teflimony,  he  con- 
cluded the  meeting  in  prayer. 

At  the  conclufion  the  old  man,  the  mailer  of 
the  houfe,  was  fo  affected,  that  he  rofe  up,   took 

William 
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William  in  his  arms,  owned  what  he  had  fpoken  chap. 
to  be  found  doclrine,  and  thanked  God  that  he   xxiv, 
could.underitand  it ;  adding,  that  he  had  heard,  "— ~ v— J 
that  the  people  called  Quakers  denied  the  fcripturcs^     l675* 
and  denied  Chrijl  that  died  for  the??i,  which   he 
underftood  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  difference  be- 
tween their  miniiters  and  the  faid    people  ;  but 
that   this  day  had  convinced   him   of  the   falfity 
of  the  charge,    as    he   had   witneffed    that   they 
owned  both  Chrift  and  the  fcriptures.    Although 
the   depredation    of   war    had    made    provifions 
fcarce  in    thefe   parts,  he  would  not    part  with 
them,  until  they  had  dined  with  him.     Then  the 
friends  leaving  thefe   people  imprefled  with  reli- 
gious defires  for  themfelves  and  affectionate  re- 
gard to  their  vifitors,  the  old  man  embraced  Wil- 
liam again,  fignifying,  he  doubted  his  ever  fee- 
ing him  any  more. 

He  had  feveral  meetings  at  Bofton  and  parts  Boiton. 
adjacent,  where  he  met  with  confiderable  exer- 
cife  and  trouble,  by  means  of  fome  perfons,  who, 
profefling  themfelves  of  the  people  called  Quakers j 
did  not  live  up  to  the  principles  of  their  pro- 
fefuon,  which  did  much  hurt,  as  admmiflrmg- 
occafion  of  offence  to  thofe  who  fought  it,  and 
counteracting  the  religious  labours  of  fuch  wor- 
thy miniiters,  as  in  apprehenfion  of  duty,  were 
concerned  to  leave  every  domeftic  comfort,  and 
travel  to  remote  lands,  through  many  hardfhips 
and  perils,  to  propagate  righteoufnefs,  and  fpread 
the  knowledge  of  truth,  which  good  work,  he 
regretted,  was  obftrucled  by  fuch  unfaithful  pro- 
feffors. 

Being  at  length  clear  of  thofe  parts    he  paf-AtRhoJe 

•  Iflaml  the 

fed    over    to  Rhode-ifland   in  a   bark   belonging  inhabitants 
to  Edward  Wharton  of  Salem.     Here  he  ibund>'5er  to 

friends 
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chap,  friends  attended  with  difficulties  by  reafon  of  the 
xxiv.    wars,  which  raged  in  many  places  in  that  quar- 
v— -v-*-'  ter,  out  of  the  ifland  :  The  Indians  plunderingy 
l675-     burning   and  killing  as  they  went  along;  which 
made  the    inhabitants  of   the   ifland,  who  were 
not  of  the  fociety,  eager  to  arm ;  but  the  gover- 
nor   Walter    Clark,    being    a  member   thereof, 
could  not  in  confcience  iifue  commilhons  to  kill 
and  deftroy.     Under  their  prefent  trouble  friends 
were  ftrengthened   and  encouraged  by  'William 
Edmundfon's    company,    he    flayed    fome    time 
amongfl  -them,  and  had  many  edifying  and  com- 
fortable meetings  with  them  both  for  worfhip  and 
difcipline. 
hidiaVwar       During  his  flay  at  Rhode-ifland,    the  heat  of 
abated,  an  the  Indian  war  abated,  King  Philip  being  killed, 
ficknefsen.  aQd  his  party  fubdued  ;  but  almoft  immediately 
fucs,  which  after,  this  ifland  was   vifited   by    an    epidemical 
mortal VCry  diitemper,  which  proved  fo  mortal,  that  few  fa- 
milies therein  elcaped  the   lofs   of  fome   of  their 
number  in  two  or  three  days  ficknefs.     William 
Edmundfon  was  diligently  employed  at  this  time 
in  vifiting  the  families  of  his  friends,  (of  whom 
many  died)    although  the  fmell  of  the  ficknefs 
was  loathfome,  and  but  few   elcaped    the   infec- 
tion ;  he  expected  himfelf  to  take  it,  frequently 
feeling  himfelf  as   loaded   therewith  ;  and    after 
fome  time  he  was   actually    feized    with  it,  and 
w  Ed-      obliged  to  take  to  his  bed  at  Walter  Newberry's 
fcteed  with  at  Newport ;  but,   through   the  favour  of  divine 
it  at  New-   providence,  he  was  brought  fafely  through,  and 
recovers,     reftored    to  health,    fo  that   in    about  ten    days 
time  he  was  able  to  appear  at  public   meetings, 
and   although    he    was  weak,    not   only  by   his 
ficknefs,  but  the  trouble  he  met  with,  by  difor- 
derly  walkers,  who  took  undue  liberties  in  their 

converfation 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  in 

converfation  here,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  chap. 
yet  he  felt  divine  fupport   bearing  him  up  over    xxiv. 

From  hence  he  took  (hipping  for  New  York,     l67v 
having  James  Fletcher  for  his  companion  ;  but  by  toVFew* 
contrary  winds  was  driven  back  to  New  London,  York- 
and  being  detained  fome  days,  they  endeavoured  At  New 
to  get  a  meeting  there  ;  but  the  inhabitants   be-  deUouwtQ 
ing    rigid    independents    or    prefbyterians,    and  set  a"ieet- 
filled  with  prejudice,  would  not  futfer  one  to  be  prevented. 
held  amongft  them. 

About    five   miles    from  hence  dwelt  a  com-  w.  F.d- 
pany  of  baptifts,   called  feventh  day  baptifts,  be-™dnJfon 
caufe  they  kept  the  feventh  day  of  the  week  for  Fletcher  w- 
their  fabbath  ;  and  bearing   the   character   of  a^a^ 
fober    confeientious   people,    William    Edmund-  baptifts. 
fon  felt  his  mind  drawn  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  and 
accordingly  went    thither,    accompanied  by  his 
companion  James  Fletcher,  and   a   friendly  old 
Englifhman    who    refided    near    New   London. 
On  the   feventh    day   of  the    week,  when   they 
came  thither,  they  found  them  afiembled    in   fi- 
lence  ;  when  they  went  in,  thefe  people  feenied. 
to  be  difturbed  ;   William  gently  informed  them, 
that  he    and  his  companions   had  not  come   to 
diflurb    their    meeting,    but    hearing   that    their 
fentiments  in  religion  were  different   from   thofe 
of  the  generality  of  the  people  in  that   country, 
they  were  come  to  vifit  them,  and    if  they   had 
a  religion  that  was  good,  to   mare   with    them. 
The  mafter  of  the  houfe   then   invited   them  to 
fit  down;  they  fat  fome   time    in    filence,  when 
William  feeling  a  divine  authority  to  fpeak,and 
that   thefe    people   had   honed    defires    in  their 
hearts  after    the  knowledge  of  God,    he  began 
his  ferviceby  way  of  question,  "  Why  they  kept 

"  that 


112  H    I    S    T    O    R    Y       OF       THE 

CHAP."  that  day  as  a   fabbath?"  to    which  they  an- 
xxiv.   fwered,  "  becaufe  it  was  ftrictly  commanded  in 
\s~v^  "  the  old  teflament.    He  next  queried,  "  if  we 
1675.     "  were  obliged  to  keep  all  the  law   of  Moles  ?" 
mundfon     They   replied,   "  No ;  but  the  keeping   of  the 
queftions     "  fabbath  feemed  to  be  required  more  than   the 
cemingthe  "  reft  of  the    law."     From    this   introduction, 
'rod* ft'  m"  ^r^aarn  took  occafion  to  inform   them,  that  to 
tohisdeda- keep  the  fabbath  after   the  Jewifh  law  under  the 
truth"  ot     chriftian  difpenfation  was  not  neceflary,  as  Chrifl 
himfelf  did  many  things  which  the  jews  efteem- 
ed   a   breach   of  the  fabbath ;    that    Chriil  had 
ended    the  law  of  the    old   covenant,    and  now 
was  himfelf  the  reft  of  his  people  ;   and  that   all 
mud   know    reft,  quietnefs    and  peace    in    him. 
Thefe  people  fitting  in  ftilnefs  and  quietude  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  a  favourable  opportunity  to  con- 
tinue  his   declaration,  in  the    authority    of  the 
gofpel,    opening    to    them    the  way    of  life  and 
falvation,  and  when  he  had  done,  concluded  in 
fervent  prayer  ;    and  then   took   leave  of  them 
under  the  mutual  impreffions  of  good  will  and 
affection. 
Some  pro-        There  feems  to  have  been   amongft   many  of 
thistimc     tne  profeffors  of  this  age  too  fond  an  attachment 
to»  fond  of  to  the  Old  Teftament  and  the   ceremonial  law, 
Tcftamcnt.  not  on^V  m  the  preachers,  who  are   faid   to   be 
fond  of  taking  texts  and  examples  from  thence, 
but  alfo  in  many  well  difpofed  people,  like  thofe 
abovementioned,    who    have  been   thereby  pre- 
vented from  making  advances    in  real   religion, 
fo    far    as  they    might   probably    have    done,  if 
they  had  more  generally  confidered  the   ceremo- 
nial parts  of  the  law  only  as  types  and   fhadows 
of   good    things  to  come  ;    and    the    prophecies, 
chiefly  to  point  forward  to  the  benefits  of  the 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  difpenfation   of   the   gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  c  h  a  p. 
and  inftead  of  refting  in  the  fhadow  and  type,  had    xxiv. 
preifed  forward  after  the  poiTeffion   of  the  fub-  *— v-**' 
fiance  typified  thereby,  and  the  good  things  pro-     l67S* 
phefied  of.    I  do  not  mean  hereby  to  leffen  in  the 
leaft  degree  a  due  regard  to  the  Old  Teftament, 
as  being  written  by  holy  men    of  old ;  as   they 
were  infpired  by   the  Holy    Ghoft :   As  fuch   I 
value  and   efteem  it ;  but  the  doctrines    of  the 
gofpel  delivered  in  the  New  Teftament  more  im- 
mediately concern  us  under  the  gofpel  difpenfa- 
tion, and  confirm,  and  are  confirmed  by,  many 
parts  of  the  old ;  and  both  together  are'  an  ex- 
cellent treafure  of  divine  wifdom  and   religious 
inftruftion. 

The  next  day,  being  firft  day,  they  appointed  Meeting 
a  meeting  near  New  London  at  the  houfe  of  the  ncar  Ncw 

111  •     1     i  •         i      •       i    n  London, 

perfon,  who  had  accompanied  them  in  their  laft 
vifit,  to  which  feveral  of  the  baptifts   and  other 
fober  people   came  ;  the  meeting  was  very  folid- 
ly  gathered,  and  like  to  be  a  favoured  and  pro- 
fitable opportunity ;  but  the  old  prejudiced  and 
perfecuting  fpirit,  ftili  prevailing  amongft  the  bi-  broken  up 
gotted  felf-righteous  profeffors  in  this  quarter,  an/armed 
interrupted  their  folemnity  ;  for  a  conftable  and  men. 
other  officers  came  with  a  body  of  armed  men, 
and  broke  up   the  meeting,  haling   and    greatly 
abufing  the  friends,  which   much  offended  the 
fober  people  prefent. 


Vol.  III.  H  CHAP, 
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William  Edmund/on  conftrained  to  go  to  New  Hert- 
ford,  in  refignation  to  divine  Difpofal. — Goes  to 
one  of  their  Meeting-houfes,  where  he  is  heard 
with  Attention. — Goes  to  the  other  Meeting- 
houfe  in  the  Afternoon,  whence  he  is  taken  Pri- 
foner. — Being  taken  to  an  Inn,  he  difcourfes 
with  feveral  Profeffbrs. — John  Rogers,  a  Bap- 
tiji  Teacher,  entering  into  Argument  with  him  is 
confuted. — William  Edmundfon  difcharged. — At 
Long  I/land  they  meet  with  Ranters,  who  dif- 
turb  their  Meetings. — Edward  Tarff,  a  Ra?i- 
ter,  oppofeth  William  Edmundfon. 

CHAP.  SOON  after  William  Edmundfon  firft  went 
xxv*     aboard  the  fhip,  in  order  to   pafs   over  to  New 

v-"v-fcy  York,  he  felt  a  weighty  concern  on  his  mind  to 
1  g°  to  New  Hertford,  in   Connecticut    colony, 

which  lay  about  fifty  miles  up  the  country, 
through  a  great  wildernefs,  and  very  dangerous 
to  travel :  The  Indians,  yet  in  arms,  haunting 
thofe  parts,  and  killing  many  of  the  Englifh  ; 
fo  that  it  feemed  very  difcouraging  for  him,  a 
ftranger  in  the  country,  to  encounter  a  journey 
attended  with  fo  much  danger.  He  therefore 
kept  his  concern  thus  far  to  himfelf,  in  hopes 
that  he  might  be  excufed  in  this  time  of  jeopardy. 
That  evening  he  went  on  board  again,  and  the 
veflel  fet  fail,  the  wind  being  pretty   fair  ;  but 

foon 
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foon  turned  right  againft  them  and  blew  a  {form,  chap. 
which  obliged  them  to  put  into  harbour,  where  ,**, 
they  lay  fome  days.     William  Edmundfon  being     i6 
frill  unable  to  get   from  under  his   concern  to-  w.  Ed- 
wards  Hertford,    apprehended  himfelf,    by   his  mu"Jfon 

>        rr  #      #  : »         7.  conftramed 

backwardneis  to  obey  the  pointings  or  duty,  to  to  go  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  crofles  and  detention  of  the  fo™  J^" 
velTel ;  and  therefore  acquainting  the  company  fignation  to 
with  his  concern,  he  took  his  leave  of  them,  JJJ}6  dlf" 
fignifying  he  mud  go  in  fubmilhon  to  the  di-  J.  Fletcher 
vine  will,  whether  he  mould  live  or  die.  nkshm^ 

Then  preparing  himfelf  for  his  journey,  and 
his  companion  refolving  not  to  defert  him,   they 
went  afhore,  purchafed  horfes,  and  next  morn- 
ing fet  out  without  a  guide,  and  travelled   hard 
through  the  wildernefs,  for  the  greateif.  part  of 
the  day,  and  reached  an  inn  about   four   miles 
from  the  town  :  Here  he  left  his  companion  and 
the  horfes,  and  walked  early  next  morning  (be- 
ing the  firft  day  of  the  week)  to  the  town ;   he 
went  in  the  morning  to  one  meeting-houfe,  and  Goes  to  one 
when  the  prieft  had   finifhed,  he  fpoke   to   the^etbg- 
people  what  was  on  his  mind  ;  they  were  mode-  houfcs, 
rate  and  quiet,  heard  with  attention  ;  and  when  peaches! 
he  had  done  they  parted.     In  the  afternoon  heand,isheard 

1  1    J     x  .  1       ■  r        r  t  withatten- 

went  to  the  other  meeting-home,  tor  there  were  tion. 
two  large  ones  in  the  town  ;  when  he  came 
thither,  the  prieft  and  people  were  gathered,  hav- 
ing a  guard  of  foldiers,  for  fear  of  the  Indians 
coming  upon  them,  while  they  were  at  their 
worfhip.  William  went  in,  and  declared  the  in  the  after- 
way  of  falvation  amongft  them  ;  but  after  fome  no"!"'  8°" 

.     J  1  •     n  r  •     n  rr  other 

time,  at  the  mftance  of  the   prieft,  the  officers  meeting- 
haled  him  out  rudely,  and  hurt  his  arm,  fo  that  it  JXf„'cc  he 
bled,  and  took  him  to  the  guard,  upon  a  hill,      is  taken 

prifoner. 

H  2  It 
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chap.  It  was  a  very  piercing  cold  day ;  the  officer 
xxv.     who  had  him   in   charge,    complaining   thereof, 

v — v-*-;  afked  him  "  how  he  could  bear  the  cold  ?"  for 
l675-  that  he  was  very  cold.  William  replied,  "  that 
"  it  was  the  entertainment,  which  their  great 
"  profeflbrs  in  New  England  afforded  to  a  ftran- 
"  ger,  and  yet  they  profeffed  the  fcriptures  to 
"  be  their  rule,  which  command  to  entertain 
"  llrangers  :"  The  officer  feemed  to  be  troubled, 
and    endeavoured    to    excufe    the     magiitrates. 

Being  take.  ^cn  foe  took  him  to  an  mn    and   immediately 

to  all  mn  '  ,        * 

w.  Ed-       the  room  was  filled  with  profeflbrs,  with  whom 
hismuSi    ne  naa"  much  difcourfe :  As  one   company  went 
difcourfe     away  another  came.     "William  being  well   quali- 
Sfott™"    hed  to  difcourfe  or  difpute  with  them,  and  well 
verfed    in    the    fcriptures,    was    furnifhed  with 
matter  to  inform  the  enquirers,  and  filence  the 
dilputers.     When  the   company   in  general  had 
given  up,  a  preacher   among   the  baptifts    took 
up  the  argument,  imputing  it  to  the  people  call- 
ed Quakers,  as  a  great  error   to  maintain,  that 
every  man  had  a  meafure  of  the  fpirit  of  Chriit  ; 
he  wanted  to  know  if  William  held  the   fame 
ibaptii"'   error.     William  told  him,  it  was  no  error,  for 
preacher,  ;s  the  fcriptures  teflified  it   in  many  parts.     The 
confuted.     baptift  denied   that  the   world    had    received  a 
meafure  of  the  fpirit ;  but  that  believers  had  re- 
ceived it.     And  as  William  brought  one    fcrip- 
ture  after  another  in  confirmation  of  the  univer- 
fality  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  fpirit,  he  ftill 
reftritted  it  to  every  one  of  the  believers,  alledg- 
ing  that   was  the  ground   of  their  error,  in  ap- 
plying that  to  every  wan,  which  properly  belonged 
to  believers.     William  then  recollected  the  pro- 
mife  of   our    Saviour,    "  That  he  would    fend 
"  the  comforter,  the  fpirit  of  truth,  that  mould 

"  convince 
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"  convince  the  world  of  fin,  and  fhould  guide  c  h  a  r. 
"  his  difciples  into  all    truth."     On    which  he    xxw 
argued  thus  ;  therefore  thou  mud  grant  that   all  ^^ 
have  received  it ;  or  elfe   prove  from    fcripture     l67S- 
that    there    is    a  felect   number    of   believers, 
and   befides   them    a    world  of    believers   that 
have   the    fpirit ;    and    alfo    another    world  of 
unbelievers  that  have  no  meafure  of  the  fpirit  to 
convince  them  of  fin.     This  put  him  to  a  non- 
plus, and  many  fober  perfons,    who  flayed   to 
fee  the  iffue,  gave  it  againfl  him,  faying,  "  In- 
"  deed,  Mr.  Rogers,  the  man  is  in   the  right, 
"  for  you  mult  bring  the  proof,  which  he  hath 
"  demanded,  or  grant  his  argument."  Then  the 
people  departed  well  fatisfied. 

As  they  lodged  that  night  at  the  fame  inn, 
William  took  the  opportunity  of  a  friendly  con- 
ference with  this  man ;  and  finding  by  his  dif- 
courfe,  that  he  alfo  had  fuffered  fome  perfec- 
tion from  the  rigid  prefbyterians  or  indepen- 
dents of  that  quarter,  he  remonflrated  to  him, 
how  ungenerous  it  was  in  him  to  join  with 
them  in  oppofing  him,  who  was  a  ftranger  and 
fingle,  engaged  againfl  a  multitude  \  to  which  he 
made  no  reply  directly ;  but  gave  him  an  ac- 
count of  himfelf,  whereby  it  appears,  this  John 
Rogers  had  been  a  member  of  one  of  the  inde- 
pendent congregations,  but  was  now  a  pallor  of 
thofe  feventh-day  people,  to  whom  William  had 
lately  paid  a  religious  vifit.  w.  Ed- 

In  the  morning  William  Edmundfon  fent  to  JJSSSd 
the  officer  who  had  him  in  charge  the  day  be- 
fore, to  know  whether  he  had  any  further  bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  who  fent  him  back  word  that 
he  might  go  when  and  whither  he  pleafed ; 
upon  which  he  returned  to  the  place,  where  he 
had  left  his  horfe  and   his   companion.     In  the 

mean 
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CHAP,  mean  time  his  companion,  uneafy  at  his  flay, 
xxv.     had  gone  to  Hertford  by  a  different  way  to  look 

v- — v— -^  for  him,  whereby  they  miffed  of  one  another. 
1^75-  At  Hertford  James  Fletcher  hearing  of  his  re- 
turn followed  him,  and  upon  their  meeting  told 
him  he  had  fet  all  the  town  talking  of  reli- 
gion. 

Longifhnd.  From  hence  they  went  to  Long  Ifland,  where 
they  were  gladly  received  by  friends  ;  but  were 
much  diflurbed   by  a   fet    of  ranters,  who   had 

withyran-Ct  arifen   in  thefe    parts,  and  made  it  a  practice  to 

tcrs,  who    come   into  friends  meetings,  finging  and    danc- 

difturb  their .         .  r  .    ,  &   >  6      & 

meetings,    mg  in  a  irantick  manner,  lo  the  great  annoyance 
of  their    religious    affemblies.     Notwithftanding 
which  they   had  feveral    large    and  comfortable 
meetings ;     many    of  thefe    ranters,     prefent   in 
fome  of  them,  appeared  to  be  chained  down  by 
the  divine  power  covering  thefe  awful   folemni- 
ties,    and    attending    the    teflimonies     delivered 
therein;  whereby  fome  of  them  were  brought  to 
a  fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  under  the  perception 
thereof  to  condemn  themfelves  for  their  licen- 
tious and  indecent  conduct. 
Eaft  jerfey.      Proceeding  to  Eaft  Jerfey,  they  had   meetings 
at  Shrewfbury,  and  at  Richard  Hartfhorn's,  full 
and  large  and  edifying.     In  this   laft   they  were 
E.  Tarfr,  a  diflurbed  again  with  thofe  deluded   people,   par- 
Sfcth  w"  ticularly  by  one  Edward  Tarff,  who  came  into 
Edmund-    the  meeting  with  his   face  blackened,  faying,    it 
was  his  judication  and  fanctification  ;  he   fung 
and  danced  after  their  wild  manner,  and  coming  up 
to  William    Edmundfon,    called    him   old  rotten 
■pricjl.     William  told  him  he  was  mad,  and  that 
made  him    fret,  and  looking   at   him  in  the   au- 
thority with  which  he  was  verted,  dared  him   to 
look  him  in  the  face  for  half  an  hour,  where- 
with 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  up 

with  being  fmitten  and  daunted  he  went  away.  chap. 
"William  flood  up,  in  the  power  of  the   gofpel,     xxv. 
and  appealed  to  the  meeting,  whether  this  was  * — v — ' 
not  the  fame  power  of  God,  in  which  he  came     l675« 
among  them  at  firft,  unto  which  they  were   di- 
rected,   and   whereby   they   were  convinced  of 
truth.     Shewing  them   that  the  ranters,  by  de- 
parting from  this  divine  power,  were  deceived 
by  a  transformed  fpirit,  and  given  up  to  ftrong 
delufions.     It  proved  an  edifying  meeting  ;  the 
people  were  affected  with  tendernefs,  and  friends 
ftrengthened  and  edified  together. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XXVI. 


An  Indian  Guide  lofetb  his  way  in  the  Woods,  and 
guided  them  wrong. — Richard  Hartjhorn  ad- 
vifeth  their  turning  back  to  Rariton,  and  they 
difcovcr  the  Path  to  Delaware. — At  Delaware 
Town  under  difficulty  to  get  Entertainment. — 
William  Edmund/on  lofeth  the  life  of  his  Limbs 
by  the  Cold  in  Virginia  and  the  Bay  of  Chefa- 
peak. — An  Indian  War  and  a  Civil  War  in  Vir- 
ginia at  the  fame  Time. — William  Edmundfon 
hath  Carolina  in  profpecl. — His  Friends  diffuadc 
him  from  the  fourney,  as  being  very  dange- 
rous.— But  being  confirmed  in  the  Apprehenfwn 
of  Duty  calling  him,  he  undertakes  the  four- 
ney. — Arrives  there  in  fafcty. — And  returns  to 
Virginia  in  like  Manner. — And  from  thence 
embarks  for  England. 

c  h  a  v.  -t1  ROM   Eaft  Jerfey   William  Edmundfon    and 
xxvi.    his  companion  took   their  journey  through  the 
v^-v-%^  wildernefs  towards    Maryland,   with    an    Indian 
1676.    for  their  guide,  who  loft  his  way  and   left   them 
enlde  lofctli  m  tne  w0°ds,  where  they  were  obliged   to  take 
hiiway  in    up  their  lodging  that  night.     And  next  morning 
tewuojs.  |3eing^  entirely  at  a  Iofs  to  find   their   way  in   the 
wildernefs,   to  which  they  were  ftrangers,  Rich- 
ard  Ilartfhorn,  who    with  Eliakim  Wardel  had 
accompanied  them  thus  far,  propofed  their  turn- 
ing back  to  Rariton  river,  which   they  had  left 

about 
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about  ten  miles  behind  them,  to  find  out  a  land-  CHAP, 
ing  place  from  New  York,  from  which  a  fmall   xxvi. 
path  led  to  Delaware  Falls.     This  plan  fucceed-  ^^"v^J 
ed  ;  by  travelling  all  that  day,  and  taking  up  a-     j676. 
nother  night's  lodging  in  the  woods,  they  reach-  Falls, 
ed  the  falls  pretty  timely  next  morning,  where 
providentially   they  found  an  Indian    man  and 
woman  with  a  canoe,  whom  they  hired  to   fet 
them  over  the  river.     They   patted   over,    after 
the  cuftomary  manner  of  that  time,  by  fwimming 
their  horfes  by  the  fide  of  the  canoe,  and  got 
fafely   to  fhore.      They   proceeded  to  Uplands 
(fince    called    Chefter)  and   to    Delaware  town, 
which  at  that  time  was  under  New  York  govern- 
ment ;  for  Penfylvania  was   a  name  as  yet   un- 
known.    At  Delaware  town  they  were  under  dif-  A^Deiawarc 

_       ,  .  n      i        -r*         1    town  under 

nculty  to  get  entertainment  amonglt  the  Dutch  difficulty  to 
and  Swedes,  who  inhabited  it,  until  William  se.1  tntcr- 
Edmundfon  applied  to  the  deputy  governor,  in- 
forming him  that  they  were  travellers,  and  had 
money  to  pay  for  what  they  called  for,  but  could 
not  get  lodgings  for  their  money.  The  gover- 
nor received  them  with  much  courteoufnefs, 
went  with  them  to  an  ordinary,  and  ordered  the 
landlord  to  provide  them  lodging,  which  was 
both  mean  and  dear ;  but  the  governor  was  fo 
kind  as  to  defire  them  to  fend  to  him  for  any 
thing  they  wanted. 

William  Edmundfon  continued  his  travels  and 
minifterial  labours  (as  in  his  former  vifit)  to  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia  and  Carolina,  appointing  meet- 
ings in  all  convenient  places,  and  attending  the 
meetings  of  his  friends,  wherever  they  were 
fettled,  which  were  often  very  fatisfaclory  and 
profitable,   both  the   public   meetings  for  wor- 

fhip, 
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chap,  fliip,  and  thofe  for  managing   the  difcipline  of 
xxvi.    the  church. 

v—^ — J      While   in  Virginia,  and   palling  the   bay  of 
,  *6?6\    Chefapeak,  the  weather  was  io  cold  and  ftormy, 

In  Virginia     ,  ■         r'  r    r  •  ,1      •  •         ; 

and  the  bay  that,  for  want  or  nre  or  covering   (being   in  an 

"L^thT    °Pen  Doat)  ne  m  a  great  meafure  loft  the  ufe  of 

cold  vea-    his  limbs  for  a  feafon  ;  fo   that  when  he    came 

w rEd-as  ai^lore  he  could  neither  ftand  nor  walk  without 

mundion  to  the  fupport  of  two   men    on  each   fide ;  and  in 

the  ufe  of    ^ke  nianner  was  he  taken  again  to  the  boat. 

his  limbs.         It  was  alfo  a  time  of  trouble  and  danger   in 

this  province,  they  being  at  once  engaged  in  a 

An  Indian   war  with  the  Indians,  and  in  a  civil  war  amongft 

aifoVdvii   themfelves.     A  young  man,    named  Bacon,  a- 

%var  in  vir-  vailing  liimfelf  of  fome  difcontents  among  the 

*im  people,  on  account   of  reftraints   on  trade,  by 

his    popular  declamations,     gained    that    afcen- 

dency  amongft  them,  that    they   chofe  him   for 

for  their  general  againft  Sir  William  Berkley, 

governor  of  the  province. 

In  this  conteft  the  country  was  generally  in- 
volved, except  thofe  of  the  fociety  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  who  in  conformity  to  their  prin- 
ciples took  no  a&ive  part  in  the  quarrel.  And 
William  Edmundfon's  prefence  at  fuch  a  feafon 
amongft  them,  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  ftrength- 
en  them  in  a  fteady  adherence  to  their  pacific 
principles.  He  travelled  for  a  confiderable  time 
from  place  to  place,  until  fome  frigates  came  from 
England  with  troops  to  quell  the  difturbances, 
which  with  the  death  of  their  leader,  terminat- 
ed the  civil  commotions  ;  but  the  Indians  conti- 
nued their  incurfions  fome  time  longer, 
w.  Fd-  When  he  apprehended  his  fervice  finimed  in 

hath  Caio:  Virginia  he    had   Carolina    in    profpecl:     before 
lioainvkv.^j  return  to  his  native  land  j  but  this  profpecl: 

was 
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was  attended  with  great  difcouragement,  the  In-  c  h  a  p. 
dians  being  (till  out  in  arms,   and  committing    XXVI- 
frequent  murders,  and  particularly  frequenting      6  , 
that  wildernefs,  through  which  his  road  to  Caro- 
lina lay,  where  very  few  durlt  travel  unarmed. 
His  friends    ufed   their  endeavours    to    difluade  His  friend* 
him   from  undertaking  fo  hazardous  a  journey, him  from 
where   (by   their   accounts)  feveral   people   had  g°ing  <*»- 
been  murdered.     He  was  naturally  a  man  not  a journey5 
eafily  intimidated,  yet  having    a  tendernefs   for ful1  of  <&a- 
the  reputation  of  truth   more  than  his  own  life,ger' 
he   began  to  confider,  that  if  he  mould  fall  by 
the  hands   of  the  favages,  it  might  furnifh  occa- 
fion  to  fuch  as  fought  occafion,  to  depreciate  the 
principle    of  truth  which  he  profeffed,  and   his 
friends  alfo,  as  being   under  the  guidance  of  a 
principle  of  action   delufive  in   its  nature,  and 
leading    them    prefumptuoufly    into   error    and 
danger,  to   the  lofs  of  their  lives  :  For  this  rea- 
fon  he   endeavoured  to   protract  his  fetting  out, 
in  hopes  the  concern  might  be  taken  from  him. 
In    the   mean   time  he  appointed  a   meeting  on 
the  north  fide   of  James  River,  to   which  many 
friends    came  a    great  way,  and  amongfl  others 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  widow  Houtland,  at  whofe 
houfe  William  had  lodged,  with  whom  he  took 
a  walk  the  evening  before  the  meeting,  to  give 
him  fome  friendly  advice  :   They  parted  to  their 
respective   lodgings   in   ufual  health,  and  a  mef- 
fenger  came  before  morning  to  tell  William,  the 
young  man  was  dead. 

This   news  was   an    affecting  furprize   to  hisw-  Ed- 
friends,    but  particularly  to   William   Edmund-  TZSZd 
fon,  who  with  it  feemed  to  hear  a  language  in '"  his  ap- 
his   foul,    which  he    took  to  be  a  divine  warn-  o7d2y  to 
ing,  expreiTing  itfelf  to  this  purport  :    All   lives viflt  Ldr°- 

are 
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chap,  are  in  my  hand,  and  if  thou  go  not   to  Caro- 
y**^\  tina,    thy  life  is    as  this  young  man's  j   but  if 
,  fi     thou  go,    I  will  give  thee  thy  life  for  a  prey. 
Thus    powerfully    imprefled    with    the    inward 
fenfe  of  duty   calling  him  to   the  performance 
of  the  journey,  the  next  day  he  began  to  pre- 
pare for  it,  but  none  durft  venture  to  accom- 
pany him,    except  one  ancient  friend.     In  his 
company     he    traverfed     the    wildernefs,     and 
through   the  merciful  protection   of  that  divine 
thereto      hand  in  which  he  trufled,  in  two  days  reached 
fefe'r*       Carolina  in  fafety  ;  here   he  had  feveral  confo- 
latory  meetings.     The  people  at  this  time  being 
widely  fcattered  in  this  colony,  having  little  or 
no  benefit  of  miniftry  amongfl  them,  received 
William  with  gladnefs  and  afFeftion  ;    and  feve- 
ral were   convinced    by  his    labours.      Friends 
being  fettled  in  the  difcipline  and  good  order  of 
their   profeffion,    he  left   them    edified    by  his 
religious  fervice   amongfl    them,    and  departed 
under  the  comfortable  fenfe  of  their  profperity 
in  the   beft   things,    and   of   peace  in  his  own 
bofom,  refulting  from  his  purfuing  the  line  of 
duty    without    being    deterred    by    impending 
danger,  trufling   his  life   to  the   hands  of  him 
who  gave  it,  and  who  he   knew  had  power  to 
preferve  it.     In  the  like  religious  confidence  in 
fn  like  man- divine   prefervation    he  returned  fafe   to    Virgi- 
ner  hack  to  n[z    an^  f'rom  thence  to  England,  with  the  view 

Virginia,  r  ,.  ,  r    .  °  , 

■nd  thence  or   attending    the    eniuing    yearly    meeting    at 
*nbark* for London,  which  he  reached  in  due  time. 

rrom  theie  accounts  it  appears  that  1  unary 
members  of  this  fociety  had  removed  to  or 
been  convinced  in  feveral  of  the  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  alfo  in  New  England,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Long  Ifland     and     New  York,    and    that    the 

number 
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number  in  thefe   parts  were  fufficiently   nume*  chap. 
rous     to    conftitute    a    regular   yearly    or  half  xxvi. 
yearly  meeting  in    Rhode  Ifland,    for    the  faid  v-— -v-~/ 
ifland  and  the  province  of  New  England  ;  and     I<577* 
in  Long  Ifland  for  New  York ;    alfo  in  Mary- 
land,   Virginia    and   Carolina  we    find    fundry 
meetings  were  fettled  ;   and  in  the   two  former 
men's  and  women's   meetings   were   eftablifhed 
for  preferving  good  order  in  the  fociety. 


CHAP.     xxvir. 

Settlement  in  Weft  Jerfey. — Friends  hold  their 
Meetings  at  jirji  in  a  Tent. — Afterwards  at 
the  Houfe  of  John  Wool/ion. — They  ejlabliffj  a 
Monthly  Meeting  at  Burlington. — Commence  a 
Correfpondence  with  the  yearly  Meeting  of 
London. — Several  Friends  from  Dublin  and  its 
Neighbourhood  remove  thither. — George  Fox 
writes  an  Epiflle  of  Advice  to  the  new  Set- 
tlers.— Tearly  Meeting  ejlablijhed  at  Bur- 
lington. 

-DEFORE  and  about  this  time  feveral  friends  chap. 
had  arrived  in  Weft  Jerfey,  and  the  Indians  XXVII» 
were  very  kind  and  hofpitable,  both  by  fup- y*-" ~^r^J. 
plying  them  with  provifions  on  moderate  terms,  SJ^' 
and  otherwife  aflifting  them,  fo  that  they  were  friends  fet- 
not  very  long  there  till  they  found  their  new  J[j£ w** 
fettlement  tolerably  eafy. 

One 
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chap.  One  of  their  firft  cares  was  to  accommodate 
xxvu.  themfelves  with  a  place  for  religious  worfhip. 
v-/'v^-/  At  firft  they  built  a  tent  at  Burlington,  where 
Th^h8fd  t^ley  a^emD^e£i  regularly  at  ftated  times,  until 
their  meet-  John  Woolfton  had  got  his  houfe  (the  firft 
ings  at  firft  £rame(j  noufe   in   Burlington)  completed;   then 

in  a  tent.  o  .  *  ' 

they  met  there,  both  for  worfhip  and  difcipline, 
for  near  three   years,  when  they  removed  their 
meeting  to  Thomas  Gardiner's,  where  it  conti- 
nued to   be  held  during  his  life  and  that  of  his 
widow,    till    a  meeting-houfe    was    built  there. 
Soon    after   they  eftablifhed  a   regular   monthly 
meeting  for  bufinefs,  after   the  manner  of  the 
country   from   whence  they    had  removed,    the 
firft  care  of  which  was   to  make   provifion  for 
their  poor  ;   the  next,  to  difcourage  all  friends 
from  being   concerned    in  felling  fpirituous   li- 
Theycom-  quors  to  the  Indians.     In  the  year    1680  friends 
mence  a     of   the    faid    monthly    meeting   of  Burlington 
dencewith  commenced  a  correfpondence    with    the  yearly 
the  yearly    meeting  of  London.     The  purport  of  their  firft 
London.0    epiftle    was    to    requeft    friends    of  the   yearly 
meeting  to  recommend  it  to  the  feveral  counties 
and  meetings,  out   of  which  any  of  their  mem- 
bers  might   incline  to  remove  to  thefe  parts,  to 
take   care    to  fupply    them    with  certificates  of 
their    orderly    converfation,    right    of  member- 
fhip,  and  clearnefs  from  marriage  engagements, 
if  fingle   and    marriageable,    that    friends    here 
might   not  be  at  a  lofs  in  what  light  to  receive 
them,    coming  ftrangers  amongft  them  ;   which 
requeft   being    agreeable    to  the   difcipline  efta- 
blifhed in  like  cafes,  procured  a  minute  of  faid 
meeting,    recommending   to   friends    a  compli- 
ance therewith. 

A  confi- 
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A  confiderable  number  of  friends  of  Dublin  chap. 
and   its  vicinity   being  inclined  in  1681   to  re-   x*vn- 
move  from  thence   into  the  province  of  Weft      6 
Jerfey,  wherein  feveral  of  them  had  before  pur-  Severai  * 
chafed    an   intereft,  fent    to  London   and  ehar- ^ndsfrom 
tered  a  veffel,  whereof  Thomas  Lurting*,  noted  its  neigh- 
for  his  deliverance   from  the  Turks,  was  maf-  bo^r0c°t^ 

ter,  Weft  Jer- 
ky- 

*  This  man  being  brought  up  to  the  fea,  was  convinced 
of  the  principles  of  the  people  called  Quakers  by  means  of 
one  of  the  faid  people,  who  was  likewife  a  mariner  on 
board  a  man  of  war.  After  which  he  was  repeatedly  preffed 
into  fhips  of  war,  and  in  danger  of  fuifering  for  refuting 
to  fight,  but  he  kept  fteady  to  his  principles.  Afterwards 
being  mate  to  George  Pattifon,  a  friend,  as  they  were  paf- 
iing  through  the  Mediterranean,  in  their  return  from  Venice, 
they  were  chafed  and  taken  by  an  Algerine  Pirate,  and 
thirteen  Turks  put  on  board  to  take  the  fliip  and  prifoners 
to  Algiers ;  but  by  the  management  of  this  Thomas  Lurting 
the  ibip  was  re-taken,  without  violating  his  peaceable  prin- 
ciples, in  the  following  manner  :  The  weather  growing 
ftormy,  feparated  them  from  the  man  of  war,  and  a  night 
©r  two  after,  it  raining  hard,  he  perfuaded  all  the  Turks, 
one  after  another,  to  go  down  into  the  cabins  and  fleep  ; 
and  while  they  were  all  afleep,  he  got  poffeflion  of  their 
arms,  which  when  he  had  done,  he  told  the  failors,  "  Now 
"  we  have  the  Turks  at  our  command,  no  man  iftall  hurt 
*'  any  of  them,  for  if  you  do  T  will  be  againft  you."  Then 
they  put  before  the  wind  for  Majorca,  and  next  morning 
the^  were  near  it,  which  when  the  Algerines  underftood, 
they  were  in  great  affli&ion  and  terror,  and  begged  that 
they  might  not  be  fold  to  the  Spaniards,  which  it  was  pro- 
mifed  they  fliould  not,  and  the  promife  was  made  good  -, 
for  it  being  reported  on  fhore,  by  an  Engli/ri  Captain  who 
wanted  to  have  two  or  three  of  them  in  his  poffeffion,  that 
there  were  feveral  Turks  prifoners  aboard  their  Veffel,  the 
Spaniards,  they  heard,  threatened  to  take  them  away  ;  to 
prevent  which,  calling  the  Turks  to  their  affiftahce,  they 
quickly  got  out  to  fea.  Afterwards  they  failed  to  the  coait 
of  jarbary,  where  the  mate  undertook  to  put  them  afliore 
in  their  own  country  ;  and   after   fome  time  of  confideration 

how 
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chap,  ter,  who  accordingly  failed  to  Dublin  to  take 
xxvii.  them  in,  but  being  taken  fick  there,  he  could 
*— v-—'  not  proceed  :  His  mate  therefore  taking  his 
1 68 1.  place,  in  about  eight  weeks  after  their  departure 
from  Dublin  landed  them  at  Elfingburgh  near 
Salem,  where  fome  of  them  fettled  amongft 
their  former  acquaintance,  who  had  removed 
before  them,  and  whofe  induftry  had  provided 
an  ample  fupply  of  provifions  for  their  accom- 
modation. There  was  then  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  friends  at  Salem,  and  a  meeting-houfe 
built ;  and  feveral  of  the  houfes  in  that  town 
being  unoccupied,  by  means  of  the  owners 
having  removed  further  into  the  country,  thofe 
who  had  families  were  readily  accommodated 
with  habitations  for  the  prefent.  After  fome 
time  feveral  of  them  took  up  their  land,  and 
fixed  at  a  place  called  Newton  Creek,  where 
they  raifed  temporary  habitations  adjacent  to 
each  other,  for  fear  of  the  Indians,  of  whom 
their  fears  and  jealoufies  fubfided,  as  they  be- 
came better  acquainted  with  them  :  Then  find- 
ing it  inconvenient  to  be  feated  fo  near  together, 
they  divided  their  lands,  and  removed  to  their 
refpeclive  plantations  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
land  had  been  purchafed  by  the  CommhTioners 
of  the  Indians,  they  gave  them  a  compenfation 

to 

Iiow  it  might  be  done  in  fafety,  he  took  them,  with  the  help 
of  fome  of  the  men,  in  the  boat,  fo  near  the  more  that 
they  might  wade  to  it,  which  at  his  defire  they  readily  did ; 
and  becaufe  they  faid  they  were  four  miles  from  any  town, 
he  gave  them  fome  bread  and  other  neceflaries.  Then  put- 
ting the  boat  clofer  in,  they  threw  them  their  arms  on  more, 
and  put  off"  to  return  to  their  mip.  Thus  manifefting  in 
deeds  their  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  our  Saviour — Love 
your  enemies,  and  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you. 
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to  remove   off.     The  Indians  were  very  friendly  chap. 
and  ferviceable    to    them    in    feveral    refpects,  -xxvn. 
often  fupplying  them  with  venifon  and  corn,  till ' — **"--' 
they  could   reap  the  fruits  of  their  own  labours,    -l65>i. 
which,  with  the  fupply  they  received  from  Salem, 
prevented    them   from   fullering  much   hardfhip 
in    their    new   fettlement.     In  the   fpring  they 
fettled  a  meeting    at  the  hoiife  of  Mark  Newby, 
and  in  two  years  afterwards  they  built  a  meet- 
ing-houfe  at  Newtown.     Sundry  friends  having 
fettled,  feme  by  the   river's   fide,  fome  beyond 
Cooper's  Creek,  and  fome  at  Woodberry  Creek, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Burlington  friends  they 
eftablifned  a  monthly    meering  for  difcipline;  to 
preferve  their  members  orderly  in  converfation, 
and  for  the  other  good  purpofes  of  fuch   meet- 
ings ;   and    fome    time    after,    they   and    friends 
at  Salem   encreafing    in  number,    compofed   to- 
gether one  quarterly  meeting. 

In    the    latter  end  of   this  year  George  Fox G  Fos 

.  n,  r    r  ,  i,    .  ,°  writes  an 

wrote  an   epiltle  or  ialutary  aavice   to  the  newepi(tie  of 
fettlcrs,  and    thofe  who   were  propofing;  to   re-  a5tvicc  to 

,  .  l        .  .  .    the  new 

move  to  tne  plantations  in  America  ;  in  parti-  fettlers. 
culair,  to  cultivate  a  o-ood  underftanding  with 
the  Indians,  and  by  all  means  in  their  power  to 
bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  true  religion, 
to  invite  them '  to  their  meetings,  and  hoid 
meetings  among!!  them,  that  truth  and  righte- 
oufnefs  might  fpread  ;  and  that  friends,  by  an 
upright,  peaceable  and  honefi:  converfation, 
might  be  a  light  to  the  nations  around  them, 
wherever  their  lots  might  be  cait. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  friends  iri  Burling- 
ton was  (till  held  at  the  honfe  of  John  Wool- 
ilon,  and  confilled  of  friends  refiding  about  the 

Vol.  III.  I  Falls 
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chap.  Falls  of  Delaware,    and  thofe  of  the  meetings 
xxvii.  of  Rankokas    and   Schackamaxon,    who    were 
** — v — '  now  grown  numerous.     In  confideration  where- 
168 1.    0f  friends    at   the  faid   monthly   meeting,    held 
the   2d  of  the  3d  month  this  year,  concluding 
that   a  yearly   meeting  might  be  of  general  fer- 
Ycariy       vice,     unanimoufly    agreed    to    eftablifh   one  in 
Sbuffi«  Burlington,  the  firft  of  which  was  to  begin  the 
Burlington.  28th  of  6th   month   following,    which   accord- 
ingly   met  at  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Gardiner. 
On    the   31ft  they    proceeded  to  bufinefs,  and 
particularly  to  regulate  the  holding  of  the  diffe- 
rent meetings  of  worfhip  and  difcipline,  by  ap- 
pointing the  times  and  places  when  and  where 
each    particular    meeting    through    the  country 
fhould  be  held  ;  among   which  a  general  meet- 
ing for  worfhip  was  agreed  to  be  held  yearly  at 
Salem,  on  the  firfl  day  of  the  2d  month. 

Having  now  traced  the  fettlement  of  friends 
in  the  various  inhabited  parts  of  this  continent 
from  fuch  authentic  records  as  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  confulting,  the  time  calls  our 
attention  to  the  planting  of  a  new  colony, 
wherein  this  fociety  have  become  more  nume- 
rous, and  more  confpicuous  than  in  any  other,  or 
perhaps  in  all  the  reft  together. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXVIII. 

PENSYLVANIA. 

Penfylvania  granted  by  the  Crozun  to  William 
Penn. — Of  ivhicb  he  is  made  Governor  and 
abfolute  Proprietor. — William  Penn  publifncs  a 
Defer  ipt  ion  of  the  Country,  and  encouraging 
Terms  of  Settlement. — He  takes  Shipping  for  his 
Province.  — And  at  his  Arrival  is  received  with 
foy  and  Affeclion. — His  Treaty  with  the  In- 
dians.— Kindncfs  of  the  Indians  to  the  new  Set- 
tlers.— Liberty  of  Confcience  the  leading  Article 
of  the  Conjiitution. — Firfl  general  Ajfembly* 

Ol R  William  Penn,  who  had  been  long  em-  c  h  a  p. 
ployed  in  the  ftation    of  admiral,    both    under  xxvm. 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  King  Charles   the  Second,  ' — "    J 
at  his  death  had  a  confiderable  debt  due   to   him  p  ^f1, 
from  the  crown,  either  for  arrears  or  for  advances  via  granted 
made  to  government  in  the  fundry  expeditions  in  pc^lUi**I> 
which  he  was  engaged.     The  King  in  lieu  of 
pecuniary  fatisfa&ion,  by  letters  patent,  bearing 
date  the  4th  of  the  month  called  March,  1 680-1, 
granted  to  William  Penn,  fon    of  the  admiral, 
and  his   heirs,  that  province   lying  on  the  weft 
of  the  river  Delaware,  North  America,  formerly 
poffefled  by  the  Dutch,  being  a  part  of  that  trad  ?f  whjch  he 
denominated  by  them  The  New  Netherlands;  but  vemor  and" 
now  the  name  was  changed  by  the  King  to  that  abfol"tc 
of    Penfylvania,    in   honour    of  William  Penn, 
whom  and  his  heirs  he  made  governors  and   ab- 
folute  proprietors  thereof.      This    peculiar    fa- 
I  2  vour 
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chap,  vour  of  the  king  is   fuppofed  to  be  principally 

xxviii.  owing   to  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  York, 

** — v~"-y  with  whom,  as  high  admiral  of  England,  admiral 

1681.    penn   had   been  a   peculiar  favourite,  who  con- 

fidering  his  fon  expofed  to  the  danger  of  fuffer- 

ing  for  his  religious  principles,  had  demonftrated 

his   paternal    afFe&ion   by   foliciting    the   duke's 

protection  of  him,  which  he   promifed,  and  in 

general  afforded. 

w.  Pcnn        William  Penn  foon  after  published  an  account 

«cointCof " of    Penfylvania,    with   the    king's  patent,    and 

thecountry.  other    papers    relating    thereto,    defcribing    the 

couraeing    country  and    its   produce,  and   offering  an  eafy 

offers  to  fet-purchafe  of  lands,  and  encouraging  terms  of  fet- 
tle there  ..."'" 

dement  to  fuch  as  might  incline  to  remove  thi- 
ther. Many  fingle  perfons  and  fome  families 
from  England  and  Wales  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, efpecially  from  North  Wales  an  hardy 
race  of  men  went  over,  well  adapted  to 
encounter  the  difficulties  of  cultivating  a  new 
colony,  having  been  inured  to  hard  labour  for 
a  fcanty  fubliftence  from  the  barren  mountains 
of  their  native  country.  With  lingular  appli- 
cation and  induflry  they  furmounted  the  incon- 
veniences generally  attendant  upon  fettling  in 
a  wildernefs,  foon  cleared  their  purchafed  lands, 
and  improved  their  refpe&ive  plantations  to  ad- 
vantage. And  to  fecure  the  friendfhip  of  the 
natives  to  the  new  colony  (who  in  fome  other 
provinces  having  been  injurioufly  treated  had 
revenged  themfelves  to  the  lofs  of  many  lives) 
the  governor  gave  order  to  ufe  them  with  the 
utmoft  candour  and  humanity,  appointed  com- 
miffioners  to  treat  with  them  about  land,  and 
to  confirm  a  league  of  peace,  by  whom  he  alfo 
addreffed  the  following  letter : 

"  London, 
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"  London,  the  18th  of  the  8th  month,  1681.  c  H  A  p- 

XXVIII. 

"  My  Friends,  1681. 

"  There  is  a  Great  God  and  Power,  that 
"  hath  made  the  world  and  all  things  therein, 
"  to  whom  you  and  I  and  all  people  owe  their 
"  being  and  well-being ;  and  to  whom  you  and 
"  I  mud  one  day  give  an  account  for  all  that 
"we  do  in  the  world :  this  Great  God  hath 
"  written,  his  Law  in  our  hearts,  by  which  we 
"  are  taught  and  commanded  to  love  and  help, 
"  and  do  good  to  one  another,  and  not  to  do 
"  harm  and  mifchief  unto  one  another :  now 
"  this  Great  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  me 
"  concerned  in  your  part  of  the  world,  and  the 
"  king  of  the  country  where  I  live  hath  given 
"  me  a  great  province  therein  ;  but  I  defire  to 
"  enjoy  it  with  your  love  and  confent,  that  we 
"  may  always  live  together  as  neighbours  and 
"  friends ;  elfe  what  would  the  Great  God  do 
"  to  us  ?  who  hath  made  us  not  to  devour  and 
"  deftroy  one  another,  but  to  live  foberly  and 
"  kindly  together  in  the  world.  Now  I  would 
"  have  you  well  obferve,  that  I  am  very  fenfible 
"  of  the  unkindnefs  and  injuftice  that  hath 
"  been  too  much  exercifed  towards  you  by  the 
"  people  of  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  who  have 
"  fought  themfelves,  and  to  make  great  aclvan- 
"  tages  by  you,  rather  than  to  be  examples  of 
"  juftice  and  goodnefs  unto  you,  which  I  hear 
"  hath  been  matter  of  trouble  unto  you,  and 
"  caufed  great  grudgings  and  animofities,  fome- 
"  times  to  the  fhedding  of  blood,  which  hath 

"  made 
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CHAP.  "  made  the  Great  God  angry.  But  I  am  not 
xxvm.  «  fuch  a  man,  as  is  well  known  in  my  own 
\^ry~*u  «  country :  I  have  great  love  and  regard  to- 
1681.  «  Wards  you j  and  I  defire  to  win  and  gain  your 
"  love  and  friendfhip  by  a  kind,  jufl,  and  peace- 
"  able  life,  and  the  people  I  fend  are  of  the 
"  fame  mind,  and  fhall  in  all  things  behave 
6i  themfelves  accordingly ;  and  if  in  any  thing 
"  any  (hall  offend  you,  or  your  people,  you  fhall 
"  have  a  full  and  fpeedy  fatisfa&ion  for  the 
"  fame,  by  an  equal  number  of  juft  men  on 
"  both  fides,  that  by  no  means  you  may  have  jufl 
"  occafioir  of  being  offended  againfl  them.  I 
"  fhall  fhortly  come  to  you  myfelf,  at  what  time 
"  we  may  more  largely  and  freely  confer  and 
"  difcourfe  of  thefe  matters ;  in  the  mean  time 
"  I  have  fent  my  commimoners  to  treat  with 
"  you  about  land,  and  a  firm  league  of  peace  : 
"  let  me  defire  you  to  be  kind  to  them  and  the 
"  people,  and  receive  thefe  prefents  and  tokens 
"  which  I  have  fent  you,  as  a  teftimony  of  my 
"  good-will  to  you,  and  my  refolution  to  live 
"  juflly,  peaceably,  and  friendly  with  you. 

"  I  am  your  loving  friend, 

"  W.  Penn." 

w  Penn  *n  ^ie  mmmer  °f  J682,  William  Penn  him- 
takes  ftiip-  felf  took  fliipping  for  this  province,  in  order  to 
Prince his  take  poffeffion  and  cflablifh  the  conftitution  and 
government  thereof,  being  accompanied  by 
many  of  his  friends,  who,  from  the  profpeci 
of  enjoying  their  civil  and  religious  liberties, 
without   the  moleftation  they   were  expofed   to 

in 
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in  England,  were  induced  to  remove  themfelves,  CHAP, 
to  fettle  under  the  government  of  a  man  with  xxviii. 
whofe  humanity,  liberality  of  fent-iment,  and  re-  ^~v^o 
ligious  regard  to  juftice  and  equity  they  were     l682- 
well  acquainted  a. 

In  about  two  months  they  finifhed  their 
voyage,  during  which  William  Penn  manifefted 
a  fatherly  concern  for  his  people's  welfare  and 
accommodation  in  every  refpecl:,  edifying  them 
by  his  good  converfation,  holding  religious 
meetings  with  them  regularly  during  their  paf- 
fage,  and  therein  labouring  to  eftablifh  them  in 
virtue  and  righteoufnefs,  as  the  fure  foundation 
of  fuccefs  and  profperity  in  their  undertakings 
in  this  life,  as  well  as  felicity  in  that  which  is 
to  come :  And  the  fmall  pox  breaking  out 
amongfl  them,  his  tender  care  was  further 
evidenced  by  his  compaflionate  attention  to  the 
fick,  in  contributing  every  neceflary  relief  and 
affiftance  in  his  power.  Out  of  the  company 
about  thirty  died. 

When  they   had  entered   the  Delaware,  and  He  k  re_ 
were  failing    up    that  river,  the  inhabitants,  as ceivef1  with 
well   Dutch  and  Swedes   as   Englifh,  met  and  tions°of  joy- 
congratulated  William  Penn  on  his  arrival,  and and  afrcc- 
received  him  with  demonftrations  of  much  joy 
and   affeclion.     He    landed    at    Newcaftle,    and 
next  day  fummoned   the  people  to    the    court- 
houfe  and  made  a  fpeech,  declaring  the  purpofe 
of  his  coming  and  the  ends  of  his   government, 
alluring  them  of  the  free  enjoyment  of  liberty 
of  confcience  and  civil  freedom,  recommending 
them    to   live    in   fobriety  and  peace  one    with 
another ;    previous    whereto    poffefiion    of    the 

a  R,  Townfcnd's  narrative. 

country, 
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chap,  country  was  legally   given  him.     But  William 

xxvm.  Penn's  religious  principles  leading  to  the  practice 

^"v~-"y    of  the  molt  icrupulous  morality  in  point  of  juftice 

and  equity,  did  not  permit  him  to  look  upon  the 

king's  patent,  or  the  legal  pofleflion  according  to 

the  laws  of  England,  fufficient  to  eiiablifh  his  right 

to  this  country,  without  purchafmg   it  from  the 

natives,  to  whom  by  right  of  pofleflion  it   pro- 

Hu treaty   per;v  belonged  b:   He  entered  into  and  confirmed 

with  the       t        .  p 

Indians.  a  treaty  with  them  for  this  purpofe,  whereby 
they,  for  a  valuable  consideration  in  purchafe, 
freely  ceded  to  him  and  his  heirs  the  lands  in 
queftion,  which  gave  a  fecurity  to  the  planters 
in  this  colony,  beyond  that  which  thofe  of  the 
other  provinces  had  obtained  by  much  blood- 
fhed.  And  the  teftimony  of  a  late  author c  con- 
cerning this  treaty  is  very  honourable  to  both  the 
contracting  parties,  that  "  it  is  the  only  treaty 
"  between  thofe  people  and  the  Chriftians  that 
"  was  not  ratified  by  an  oath,  and  was  never 
"  infringed." 
fs  0f  This  friendly  and  pacific  manner  of  treating 
*eindiaus  j^e  Indians  begat  in  them  an  extraordinary 
fettiers.6  atlcction  and  regard  to  him  and  his  people, 
fucli,  that  they  maintained  a  perfect  amity  with 
the  Engliih  of  Penfylvania,  and  revered  the  me- 
mcrv,  of  William  Penn  long  after  his  deceafe, 
and  full  continue  to  hold  it  in  ereat  eiteem. 

O 

This  amicable  difpofition  of  the  natives d  was 
of  very  great  fervice  to  the  new  planters,  who 
;;t  their  arrival  found  the  country  a  mere  wil- 
dernefs,    chiefly  inhabited   by    Indians,    with   a 


b  W.  Penn's  life,  .     c  Voltaire. 
d  R.  Townfend. 
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few  Swedes  thinly  fcattered,  who  received  and  chap. 
treated  them  with  particular  kindnefs  and  hofpi-  xxviii. 
tality,  fo  that   notwithstanding    the    number    of ' — /-*-' 
thefe  new  colonifls  was  ccnfiderable,  they  were     ^S-2- 
by  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  furnifhed  with  the 
necelfary    fupply    of   provifions,    partly    by    the 
Swedes  and  Indians,  who  brought  them  abun- 
dance of  venifon  and  corn   at  very  reafonable 
rates,  and  partly  by  importation  from  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  which  were  fettled  before. 

William  Penn  having  thus  conciliated  the  af- 
fections of  the  Indians  to  his  colony,  his  pater- 
nal care  and  humanity  was  next  applied  to  lay 
a  lading  foundation  for  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  his  people  among  themfelves,  by  eftablifhing 
a  constitution  of  government  and  a  body  of 
laws,  calculated  to  fecure  their  religious  and 
civil  liberties,  and  the  free  and  full  enjoyment 
of  their  property  on  the  firmed  bafis  :  Ever  an 
advocate  for  a  full  toleration  of  religion,  he 
eftabliihed  it  in  the  firft  place  on  the  broadeit 
bottom,  the  leading  article  of  the  new  confti- 
ution  being  this  : 

"  That    all  perfons    living    in   this   province,  Fundamen- 

till  article  01 

6  who   confefs    and   acknowledge   the   one  Al-  the  confti- 

{  mighty  and  Eternal  God  to  be   the  Creator,  f,^0";/1" 

6  Upholder  and  Ruler   of  the  world,  and  that  confcunce. 

8  hold  themfelves   obliged  in  confcience  to  live 

c  peaceably  and  juftly  in  civil  fociety,  mall  in 

6  no  wife  be   molefted  or  prejudiced  for   their 

c  religious  perfuafion  or  practice   in  matters  of 

4  faith   and    worfhip ;  nor    (hall   they  be  com- 

6  pelled  at  any  time  to   frequent   or  maintain 

6  any    religious    worfhip,    place,    or    miniitry 

*  whatfoever." 

In 
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chap.  In  the  tenth  month  following  a  general  afTem- 
xxvm  bly  of  the  freeholders  was  held  at  Chefter,  by 
K~~^T~'  which  Newcaftle  was  annexed  to  Penfylvania  ; 
Fin!  geifc-  the  foreigners  there  inhabiting  were  naturalized  ; 
rai  aifem-  antj  William  Penn  having  agreed,  in  concert  \\  :th 
bly"  the    adventurers,    previous    to    their    departure 

from  England,  upon  the  frame  of  government, 
and  the  laws  to  be  eftabliflied  in  the  province, 
(drawn  up  by  himfelf)  the  fame,  with  fome 
amendments  and  alterations,  were  now  con- 
iwm;,v  firmed,  ratified  and  palled  into  afts  of  affembly, 
of  the  ai'-  as  the  eftablilhed  laws  of  the  colony.  1  he  pro- 
fcmUy"  ceedings  of  this  affembly  were  conducted  with 
mutual  affection  and  remarkable  unanimity  ;  nor 
is  it  wonderful  that  they  mould,  as  no  occafion 
of  jealoufy  could  pombly  arife  between  a  go- 
vernor, whofe  extraordinary  difmtereftednefs 
centered  his  views  chiefly  in  the  eafe  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  people,  and  an  affembly  who 
placed  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  approved 
veracity  and  equity  of  their  ruler.  William 
Penn's  own  account,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee in  London  of  traders  to  this  province  in 
the  fall  of  the  fucceeding  year,  gives  an  amiable 
picture  of  the  harmony  fubfifting  between  him 
and  the  affembly,  and' in  the  affembly  among 
themielves,  viz.'  *  "  Two  general  affemblies 
"  have  been  held,  and  with  fuch  concord  and 

*  The  following  is  Abbe  Raynal's  reflection  upon  the  (tare 
•f  Penfylvania  at  this  time  :  "  Here  it  is  that  the  mind  refts 
*<  with  pleafure  upon  modern  hiftory,  find  ieels  fome  kind 
"  of  comperfation  for  the  difguft,  horror  or  melancholy 
•<  which  the  whole  of  it,  but  particularly  the  European  let- 
"  fleinents  ra  America,  1  fj 

difpatch 
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•*  difpatch,  that  they  fat  but  three  weeks,  and  CHAP. 

*'  at  lead  feventy   laws  were  pafled  without  one   XXVIU- 

"  diffent  in  any  material  thing.     eI  cannot  for-    l6S2 

"  get  their  fmgular  refpecl:  to   me  in   this   in- 

u  fancy  of  the  ftate,  who  at  their  own  private 

"  expenfe  fo  early  confidered  mine  for  the  pub- 

"  lie,    as     to    prefent   me  with    an   impoft   on 

"  certain  goods   imported  and   exported,  which 

"  after  my   acknowledgment  of  their  affection 

"  I  did  as  freely  remit  to  the  province  and  the 

"  traders  to  it." 

The   conftitution   and    laws  being  fixed  and  cwutut;- 
eftablifhed  by  the   unanimous  fuffrages   of  the  °"r™fjt°; 
people's  reprefentatives  in  an  unbiafled  aflembly  ; 
in  order  to  preferve  the  future  affemblies  equally 
free  and  uncorrupt ;  it  was  ordained  that  elec- 
tions mould  be  annual,  and  the  votes  given  by 
ballot ;  that  the  voices  of  the  electors  might  be 
given  of  free   choice,  without  the  poffibility  of 
being  detected,  in  order  to  remove  every  oppor- 
tunity of  undue  influence.  f  William  Penn's  next 
care  was  to  eftablifh  magistrates  and  tribunals 
in    every   *   county   with    proper    officers,    &c.  Courts  f 
where   the   courts   were  held  every   two  months  law. 
for  the  executing  of  the  laws,  the  administration 
of  juflice,   and  prefervation   of  property.     But 
in  order  to   prevent   the   expenfe   and  vexation 
of  lawfuits  as  much  as   poffible,  which  in  other 
Mates,  through   the   management  of  the  practi- 
tioners, are  generally  a  gulf  that  fwallows  up  the 

c  Penn's  works,  fo.  p.  612. 

f  Raynal,  William  Penn,  Guthrie. 

*  The  planted  part  of  the  province  at  this  time  was  di- 
vided into  fix  counties,  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Cheftcr,  Newcaftle, 
Kent  and  Suffex. 

property 


Mo  HISTORY     of     the 

chap  property  they  fhould  defend,  and  are  a  grWnnrft 

xxvni.  initcad  of  protection ;    he  ordained    that    three 

v-"~v — '  arbitrators  fhould  be  appointed  by  every  county 

1682.    court;   t0  near  and  end  differences  between  their 

Arbitrators         .    ,  .  .  ....  .    ,  . 

tobeap-     neighbours  in  an  amicable,  impartial  and  unex- 
pected by  penfive  way.     And   judging  it   more  eligible  to 

every  coun-  •  j        o      o  o^ 

ty  court,  prevent  crimes  than  to  punifh  them,  his  laws 
were  directed  to  put  a  flop  to  them  in  their  very 
iburces,  poverty  and  idlenefs  :  It  was  enacted, 
that  every  child  of  twelve  years  old  mould  be 
obliged  to  learn  fome  trade  or  profeffion,  what- 
ever his  condition  might  be.  No  clafs  of  his 
people  efcaped  the  attention  of  his  fpirit  of 
iiniverfal  benevolence,  which  incited  him  to 
patronize  and  aflift:  them  all,  and  efpecially  thofe 
who  flood  moil  in  need  of  afli fiance.     He  in- 

„   .    ,      ilituted  a  particular   and  diftinct  court  in  each 

Orphans  11     1         1  1         , 

court.  county,  called  the  orphan  s  court,  to  meet 
twice  a  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  infpecting  and 
regulating  the  affairs  of  orphans  and  widows, 
and  affording  them  its  patronage  and  protec- 
tion. 

Such  inftitutions,  evidently  calculated  for  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  mankind,  quickly 
drew  numbers  of  frefli  adventurers  from  different 
parts  to>  participate  in  the  advantages  of  this 
juft  and  equal  government,  fo  that  its  progrefs 
in  cultivation  and  population  was  rapid,  almoft 
md  example.  "  Penfylvania,"  fays  Ray- 
n  d,  "  without  either  wars,  or  conquefts,  or 
"  flrnggles,  or  any  of  thofe  revolutions  which 
"  attract  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  foon  became 
"  an  object  fit  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
*w  whole  univerfe.  Its  neighbours,  notwith- 
"  Handing  their  favage  flate,  were  foftened  by 
"  the  fweetnefs  of  its  manners  j  and  diftant  na- 

"  tions, 
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*'  tions,  notwithflanding  their  corruption,  paid  chap. 
"  homage  to  its  virtues."  xxvm. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  I  have  digreffed  v->^^^ 
too  far,  and  am  making  a  tranfition  to  a  politi-  ^Szj 
cal  hiitory  by  dwelling  too  long  on  this  fubjecl:: 
The  humane  mind  mult  delight  to  dwell  with 
fatisfaction  on  a  fubjecl:  which  is  both  honourable 
and  beneficial  to  humanity ;  nor  is  it  foreign  to 
my  purpofe  to  delineate  examples  of  virtue  in 
public  or  private  life ;  in  the  latter  it  promotes 
the  happinefs  of  the  individual,  but  in  the  for- 
mer that  of  the  community  at  large ;  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  the  ftate  of  mankind,  even  of 
the  profeffors  of  chriftianity,  is  fuch,  that  hiftory 
in  general  prefents  us  with  too  few  fuch  worthy 
public-fpirited  characters. 

William  Penn's  legifiation  is  generally  ad-  . 
mired,  while  the  religion  which  he  profelled  is 
too  generally  treated  with  contempt ;  and  yet  it 
appears  to  me,  that  this  defpifed  religion  chiefly 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  the  excellent 
legiflator.  His  natural  and  acquired  abilities 
were  very  confiderable,  his  underflanding  clear 
and  his  judgment  found  ;  yet  in  thefe  qualifica- 
tions, it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  many  politicians 
have  equalled  or  furpaued  him ;  but  having 
been  induced,  in  purfuit  of  truth,  and  peace  of 
mind,  to  difregard  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
and  attach  himfelf  to  a  body  of  people  defpifed 
and  ridiculed  by  it,  becaufe  he  thought  he  found 
the  effence  of  pure  religion  in  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice maintained  amonglt  them,  he  gradually  ex- 
perienced his  heart  regulated,  and  all  the  irre- 
gularity of  the  paiiions  and  affections,  which 
produce  diforder  and  difcord,   fubdued  by  the 

power 
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chap,  power  of  this  inward  principle,  which  convinceth 
xxviii.  cf  evil  ;  and  being  illuminated  thereby  to  keep 
v— "^ — '  in  view  an  higher  object  than  the  praife  of  men 
1682.  or  worldly  fplendor,  I  believe  his  principal  aim 
was  in  all  his  actions  and  proceedings  to  ftand 
approved  of  his  Maker,  and  to  act  in  all  refpects 
as  in  his  fight.  In  this  refined  ftate  of  mind, 
avarice,  ambition,  arrogance  and  wrath,  (thofe 
corrupt  fources  of  human  action)  have  no  in- 
fluence or  dominion  over  the  man  ;  but  con- 
fidering  himfelf  as  the  minifter  of  God  for 
good,  his  integrity,  juftice  and  benevolence  are 
only  bounded  by  the  extent  of  his  power  to  do 
good  ;  and  the  fuperior  advantages  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  government  of  William  Penn  feem 
to  refult  from  this,  that  whilft  moll:  others  eftablifh 
a  religion  conformable  to  human  prudence  or  to 
the  maxims  of  their  policy,  he  made  religion  the 
rule  and  bafis  of  his  political  regulations. 

Furthermore,  from  the  analogy  between  feveral 
of  the  inftitutions  of  his  government  and  thofe 
of  the  difcipline  of  his  friends,  it  appears  that 
his  religious  profeflion  influenced  him  in  his 
legiflative  capacity ;  their  firit  concern  being  to 
take  care  of  the  poor,  of  widows  and  orphans, 
to  difcourage  vice  and  immorality,  to  prohibit 
lawfuits  amongft  themfelves,  and  to  difcoun- 
tenance  their  members  in  going  to  law  unne- 
cefTarily  with  others,  to  promote  peace  and  pre- 
vent differences  as  far  as  in  their  power  ;  and 
if  any  arife  amongft  them  relating  to  matters 
of  property,  they  are  not  to  go  to  law,  but 
refer  the  differences  to  arbitrators  indifferently 
chofen  or  appointed  from  amongft  them- 
felves. 


The 
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The  purity  of  his  religion   is  further   mani-  chap. 
fefted  herein,  that  in  the  greater!  honour  of  his  xxviii. 
public   ftation   he   retained    the   meeknefs    and  v— v— ~» 
humility  of  the  private  Chriftian,  and   that  he     l682- 
looked    upon   his    acquifition   of    this    province 
chiefly  as   a  gift  of  Divine  Providence   placing 
him  in  a  capacity  to  promote  the  prefent  and 
future   happinefs  of  many    people,  and  that  he 
directed  his  power   to   thefe   beneficial  purpofes 
more  than  to  the  advancement  of  himfelf  or  his 
family  in  wealth  or  grandeur,  as     is    apparent 
from  the  following  lines  addreifed  by  him  about 
this  time  to  a  perfon  who  had  made  fome  invi- 
dious and  unmerited  reflections  upon  him : 


"  My  Old  Friend, 

"  I    could   fpeak   largely    of    God's 


"  dealings  with  me  in  getting  this  thing  :  what 
"  an  inward  exercife  of  faith  and  patience  it 
"  coft  me  in  paffing.  The  travail  was  mine, 
"  as  well  as  the  debt  and  coft,  through  the 
"  envy  of  many,  both  profeffors,  falfe  friends, 
"  and  profane  :  My  God  hath  given  it  me  in 
"  the  face  of  the  world,  and  it  is  to  hold  it  in 
"  true  judgment,  as  a  reward  of  my  fuiTerings  ; 
"  and  that  is  feen  here,  whatever  fome  defpiiers 
"  may  fay  or  think  :  the  place  God  hath  given 
"  me,  and  I  never  felt  judgment  for  the  power 
"  I  kept,  but  trouble  for  what  I  parted  with. 
"  It  is  more  than  a  worldly  title  or  patent  that 
"  hath  clothed  me  in  this  place. — Keep  thy 
"  place :  I  am  in  mine,  and  have  ferved  the 
"  God  of  the  whole  earth  fmcc  I  have  been  in 

"  it  : 
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chap.  "  It :  nor  am  I  fitting  clown  in  a  greatnefs  that 

xxviii.  "  I  have  denied. — I  am  day  and  night  fpending 

*■ — * — '  "  my   life,  my   time,  my   money,  and    am  not 

16S2.     "  fix-pence  enriched   by  this  grcatnefs  :  cofls  in 

"  getting,    fettling,    tranfportation,    and    main- 

"  tenance,  now  in  a  public  manner  at  my  own 

"  charge  duly  confidered  ;   to  fay  nothing  of  my 

"  hazard,  and  the  diitance  I  am  at  from  a  con- 

"  fiderable  eflate,  and,  which  is  more,  my  dear 

"  wife  and  poor  children. 

"  Well ! — the  Lord  is  a  God  of  righteous 
cc  judgment.  Had  I  fought  greatnefs  I  had 
"  ftayed  at  home,  where  the  difference  between 
<c  what  I  am  here,  and  was  offered  and  could 
"  have  been  there,  in  power  and  wealth,  is  as 
"  wide  as  the  places  are  :  No,  I  came  for  the 
c:  Lord's  fake,  and  therefore  have  I  flood  to 
"  this  day,  well  and  diligent  and  fuccefsful, 
"  blefTed  be  his  power. — Nor  mall  I  trouble  my- 
li  felf  to  tell  thee  what  I  am  to  the  people  of 
"  this  place,  in  travails,  watchings,  fpendings, 
"  and  mv  fervants  every  way,  freely,  (not  like 
"  a  feirifh  man)  I  have  many  witneifes.  To 
"  conclude,  it  is  now  in  friends  hands  ;  through 
"  my  travail,  faith  and  patience  it  came.*  If 
"  friends  here  keep  to  God,  and  in  the  juflice, 
"  mercy,  equity  and  fear  of  the  Lord,  their  enc- 
"  mies  will  be  their  footftool ;  if  not,  their  heirs 
"  and  my  heirs  too  will  lofe  all,  and  defolation 
"  will  follow  ;  but  blelTed  be  the  Lord  we  are 
"  we'll,  and  live  in  the  dear  love  of  God,  and 
*'  the   fellowfhip  of  his   tender  heavenly  fpirit  ; 


*   This    remarkable    prediction    harli    been   fully  veri- 
fied. 

"  and 
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iC  and    our  faith  is,  for  ourfelves  and  one  ano-  chap. 
"  ther,    that    the  Lord  will  be  with  us  a  king  xxyi.i. 
"  and  a  counfellor  for  ever. 


1602. 


"  Thy  ancient,  though  grieved  friend, 

"  William  Penn. 
Chcfter,  5th  of  the 
"   i2thn'°,  1682." 


CHAP.         XXIX. 

A  temporary  Meeting-houfe  e  reeled. — Philadelphia 
laid  out  and  begun  to  be  built. — Men's  and 
Women's  Meet 'nigs  ejiablijhed.  — Their  care  for 
the  Poor. —  George  Fox's  Epijile  to  Friends  of 
Penfylvania. — John  Burnyeafs  Epijile  to  the 
fame. — Account  and  Characler  of  John  Thomas, 
Francis  Whhcweil,  Thomas  Langhorn  and  Wil- 
liam Gibjln. — William  Perm  returns  to  England. 

1  HE  firft  fettlers  of  this  province  were  parti-  chap. 
cularly  careful  to  keep  up  their  meetings  in  the    xxix. 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  till  they  got  a  tempo-  ^s~v^J 
rary   meeting-houfe  erected  of  boards,  near  the     1682. 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  where  their  capital  city  ry  meeting! 
was    defigned  to    be  built ;    and   as  they  were houfc  ered- 
nearly   united    in    brotherly    affe&ion    to  each  boards, 
other,  their  meetings  were  held  and  conducted 
to  their  mutual  confolation  and  edification.     In 
Vol.  III.  K  their 
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c  h  a  p.  their   intervals   they  were  afTiltant  to  each  other 
xxix.    in  building  fmall  houfes  for   their  prefent  refi- 
* — v""— '  dence,  molHy  by  the  fide  of  the  Delaware,  till 
1682.     their  ability   and   leifure   might  enable  them   to 
build   more  comfortable   and  fubitantial  habita- 
tions. 
Philadel-         This  was  the  beginning  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
phia  laid     delphia,  a  city,  which   for   convenience  of  fitu- 

out  and  be-        .  ••  J  ,  •       i  1  •  -rv    1 

gun  to  be    ation,  (between   the   navigable  rivers  Delaware 
built.         ancj   Schuylkill)  uniformity    of  defign,   and  the 
regularity   of  its  plan,  remains  a  lading  monu- 
ment of  the   abilities   of  the  founder,    and   his 
unremitted  attention  to  the  convenience,  fatis- 
fa&ion   and    intereft  of   the  colony.     The  very 
name  feems   to  have  been  adopted  from  the  ge- 
nerous view  of  reminding  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fatisfa&ion  and  advantage  of  cultivating  amity, 
and    a     mutual     good    underflanding    between 
themfelves,   which  they  continued  long  to  che- 
rifh,  to  a  degree  fufficient  to  obtain  the  honour- 
able teftimony  of  fundry  authors  in  their  com- 
mendation. 
Men's  and       Some    little    time    after    their    eftablifhing   a 
women's     meeting    of    worfhip,    William  Penn    and    his 
cibbiiiSed   friends>  from  experience  of  the  fervice  and  be- 
nefit thereof  in  thofe  parts  from  which  they  had 
removed,  determined   to  fet  about  the  eilablifh- 
ment   of    men's    and  women's    meetings,    after 
the    model    of     thofe    in    England.      The   hrft 
monthly  meeting  of  this  kind  fixed  in  and  about 
Philadelphia  (to  which   the  meeting  at  Schacka- 
maxon  was  now  joined,  and  Pinepoint  to  New- 
ton) was  held   there  the  9th    day   of   the    11th 
month  this    year.     They   agreed   that  the    firft 

a  S.  Smith. 

third 


PEOPLE    called    (QUAKERS.  147 

third  day  in  every  month  mould  be  the  day  for  chap. 
holding  the  monthly  meeting  in  future  for  the    xxix. 
city  and  county,  and  that  every  third  meeting  s — v**-* 
fhould  be  the  quarterly  meeting  for  the  fame.  l68z' 

They  proceeded  next  to  the  confideration  of 
a  fuitable  place  to  build  a   meeting-houfe,  and 
the  plan  upon    which  it   fhould  be   built ;    the 
expenfe  whereof   it   was    agreed  mould   be  de- 
frayed by  friends  of  the  city  :    And  whereas  it  Their  care 
was  not  improbable  but  fome   individuals  might  ofthei)oor 
be  reduced  to  want  through   nckneis,    the  lots  their  exi- 
of  their   parents    or   relations,  or  the   expenfes  gencies- 
attendant  on  fo  diftant  a  removal  and  new  fet- 
tlement.     Their  next  care  was    to   provide  for 
the  prefent  fupply  of  the  exigencies  of  fuch,  if 
fuch   mould   be  found,    at   the   expenfe  of  the 
monthly  meeting. 

This  year  George  Fox,  whofe  care  was  anxi- 
oufly   exercifed  over  his  friends   for   their  good 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world  where  they   had 
fixed  their  refidence,  wrote  an  epiflle  to  friends  o.  Fox 
in    this    province    and   the    adjacent    provinces,  YpiMe  u! 
advifing  them  to  liberality,  juftice,  and  open  ho-friendso£ 
nefty  in  all  affairs  of  commerce  which  they  might  v^" }  v< 
be   engaged  in.     Not  to  let  avarice  tempt  them 
to  take  advantage  of  the  circumflances   of  the 
times,  or  the  neceffity  of  thofe  with  whom  they 
dealt,    by    enhancing  their  gain  in    exorbitant 
profits  when  provifions  were  fcarce,  but  rather 
ferve   their  neighbours  by   felling  on  moderate 
terms.     On  the   other   hand,    when   the  prices 
were  too  low  to  give  a  profit  equal   to  the  necef- 
fary   occafions   of    the    proprietors,    that    they 
mould    purchafe   at   an   advanced  rate,    letting 
K  2  their 

b  S.  Smith. 
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chap  their   moderation    appear,    and    joining    charity 
xxix.  Vv-ith  juftice  ;    and   having  an    eye   more   to  the 
v-^vx~/  public  good   than  private  intereft,  might  be  the 
XO82.    means   to   procure  themfelves  the  divine  blefling 
upon  their   endeavours,    and    be   of  a  good  re- 
port among  their  neighbours.     'I  hat  as  juftice 
and  open  fair  dealing  procured  them  reputation, 
and  caufed    them  an    encreafe    of  trade,    when 
riches  thereby    encreafed,    to  beware   of  fetting 
their  hearts  upon  them,  left  they  mould  lofe   the 
image  of  God,  wherein   the   dominion  over  the 
creatures  is  retained.     He  cautions  them  againft 
extending    i:i   trade   beyond    their    capitals   and 
abilities  to  manage,  with  reputation  and  juftice 
to  all  men.     To  eircumfcribe  themfeives  within 
fuch  limits,  as  that  they  might  be  punelual  to  all 
their  engagements,  and  pay  every  one   his  due 
in  due  time,     lie  further  cautions   them  not  to 
let   out    their    defires    after  extenfive  poffeffions 
eatnefs  in  jhe  world,  left  thev  fhould  be 
':  in  the  incumbrances  thereof;   like  the 
:  who  had  gotten  much,  and  his  barns  being 
too    little,    would   build    bigger,    and   then    his 
rt  (hould  be  at  reft,  but  did  not   live  to  fee 
the  end  of  his  hope,  and    was  foon  deprived  of 
all  his  polfefiions. 

And  as  friends  were,  feveral  of  them,  ad- 
vanced, and  like  to  be  advanced  into  places  of 
truft  in  government,  and  into  the  office  of  ma- 
giftrates,  he  exhorts  them  earneitly  to  the  prac- 
tice of  juftice,  ri  fnefs,  fidelity  and  mercy 
in  the  difcharge  of  their  truft,  quoting  abun- 
.  :e  of  exhortations  from  feripture,  descriptive 
of  the  various  duties  of  magiftrates,  and  recom- 
mending them  to  their  perufal  and  obferva- 
tion. 

At 
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At   the  fame  time  John  Burnyeat  wrote   alio  chap. 
to  thefe  provinces,  by  defire  of  the  yearly  meet-    XxIX- 
ing   of  London,  giving   them  a  fatisfactory   ac-      ,,, 
count  of  the  ftate  of  laid  meeting,  and  of  their  j0hn  Burn- 
receiving  epiftles  from  friends  in  feveral  foreign  yeat'8  ePif- 
parts,     detiring   them    alio,    on    behalf    of    the 
meeting,    to    write  to    the  faid   meeting  an  ac- 
count of  their  ftate,   the   profperity   of  religion 
amongft   them,    and    the    circumflances    of   the 
affairs   of  the  fociety   in   their  feveral  provinces, 
from  their  refpective  yearly  or  half-year's  meet- 
ings, the  latter  end   of  the  year,    to    be   tranf- 
mitted  to  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting  in  London, 
which   defire   was  complied  with,    and    an   an- 
nual correfpondence  between  thefe  colonies  and 
the  yearly  meeting  hath  been  continued  thence- 
forward, and  is  continued  flill. 

In  this  year  died  John  Thomas  of  Gwynedd  in  Account 
Penfylvania,    who     had     removed    thither    with  *enr  0cf  |^' 
feveral  others   of  his    countrymen,  from  Larth- '*  hom«s- 
guin  in   Merionethfhire,  whofe  character  Hugh 
Roberts,  his   friend,  acquaintance  and  country- 
man,   hath   drawn,    to    the   following  purport  : 
He  was   a   man   diftinguifned  above    the    gene- 
rality of  his    neighbours    in   his  native  country 
for   the   folidity  of  his  underitanding  and  excel- 
lency  of  his    natural  parts.     In   the   year   1672 
he  was   convinced  of  the  principles  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  and  this  being  a  time  of  hot 
jxrfecution,  proved   the  fincerity  of  his  motives 
for  joining  them    in    fociety  ;    for   immediately 
upon   his  full  convincement  he  had  his  mare  of 
the  fufferittgs  to  which  the  people,  whofe  profef- 
fion   he    had  adopted   were  ex-pofed.     The  two 
firft  meetings  he  was  at  he  was  informed 
and  fined,  and   for  thefe  two  fines,  which  could 

nut 
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c  h  a  p.  not  legally  exceed  15s.  the  informers  took  from 
xxix.  him  two  oxen  and  an  horfc,  and  returned  no- 
v-^W''  thing  back.  But  he  feemed  to  feel  lefs  for  his 
1682.  own  fufferings  than  for  thofe  of  his  poor  friends, 
infomuch  that  he  hazarded  the  lofs  of  his  own 
eftate  to  fave  them  and  theirs  ;  for  the  princi- 
pal informer,  a  iubtle  man,  and  intent  upon  his 
prey,  perceiving  a  reluctance  in  the  high  and 
petty  conftables  to  execute  the  warrants  to  the 
injury  or  ruin  of  their  peaceable  neighbours, 
had  formed  a  project  to  get  himfelf  appointed 
high  conftable,  in  order  to  make  his  gains  lure, 
and  expedite  the  impoverishing  or  ruining  of 
friends  in  their  eftates  ;  and  moll  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  this  age  being  too  propenfe  to  give 
encouragement  to  the  vileft  characters,  and  hi- 
ved them  with  power  to  do  mifchief  to  diflen- 
ters,  which  virtuous  perfons  would  not,  gave 
this  man  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  application. 
John  Thomas,  hearing  of  his  defign,  and  fore- 
feeing  the  great  lofs  and  diftrefs  likely  to  accrue 
to  friends  thereby,  applied  himfelf  to  one  of 
the  more  moderate  juftices,  and  requefled  he 
might  be  accepted  for  that  office,  wiiich  was 
granted.  The  informer  upon  this  continued  his 
informations  againft  friends,  and  procured  war- 
rant after  warrant  for  diftrainis,  which  he 
brought  to  the  high  conftable  to  execute,  but 
he  being  principled  againft  it,  told  the  informer 
he  was  refponfible,  and  kept  the  warrants  by 
him  till  they  had  got  nine,  expecting  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  prolecuted  by  the  informer,  to 
his  great  lofs  or  ruin  in  his  outward  circum- 
ftances  ;  but  Divine  Providence,  who  directs 
the  actions  of  men  to  his  own  wife  purpofes, 
rcfcued  him  from  the  impending  fuffering,  for 

now 
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now  the  king's  declaration  for  liberty  of  con-CHAP. 
fcicnce  put  a  flop  to  the  power  and  office  of  .*?!?", 
thofe  informers.  1682. 

Being  faithful,  after  fome  time  he  received  a 
gift  in  the  miniitry,  in  the  exercife  whereof  he 
became  very  fcrviceable  amongft  his  friends  in 
his  native  country,  by  whom  he  was  greatly 
refpecled  and  beloved  during  his  refidence 
amongft  them.  At  what  time  he  removed  to 
America  doth  not  appear,  but  it  is  moll  pro- 
bable in  the  emigration  of  Iaft  year,  and  that 
he  did  not  long  furvive  his  removal.  His  fick- 
nefs  was  tedious,  but  the  weaknefs  of  his  body 
did  not  diminiih  the  ftrength  of  his  love  to 
pure  religion,  or  to  the  profperity  of  his  friends 
and  family  therein,  to  whom  he  imparted  many 
lively  exhortations,  during  his  indi'pofition,  to 
religious  care  of  their  conduct,  in  fidelity  to 
God  and  man.  A  little  before  his  departure  he 
faid  to  fome  friends  prefent,  "  Friends,  wait 
"  upon  the  Lord,  for  he  is  near  ;"  and  then 
exprefTed  his  refignation  in  this  ejaculation : 
"  BlefTed  be  thy  name,  Lord  God  everlafting, 
"  thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  done  in 
"  heaven."  In  this  refigned  temper  he  calmly 
took  his  leave  of  his  friends  prefent,  giving  his 
hand  to  them  one  by  one,  and  in  an  heavenly 
frame  of  mind  departed  this  life  the  3d  day  of 
the  3d  month,   1683. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  Francis  1684. 
Whitewell  departed  this  life,  who  befides  his  ?™ncis  „ 
iervices  in  the  government,  being  one  of  tne 
proprietor's  council,  was  alfo  very  ferviceable  in 
a  religious  capacity,  being  an  approved  minifter 
amongft  his  brethren,  and  a  ufeful  member  of 
fociety  in  other  refpects.     William  Darvel  was 

chofen 
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c  H  a  p  chofen  to  fupply  his  place  as  counfcllor  for  Kent 
xx:x.  County. 
*• — v — '       Bucks  County  began  now  to  encreafe  in  fet- 
16J4.    tlements,  and  to   extend  back  into  the  country, 
le  earlier    fettlers   having    generally   chofen  to 
fix    their   refidence   along  the  fide  of  the  Dela- 
ware,   both    for  the    convenience    of  the  ri\ 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  friends  in  Weft  Jer- 
fey.     They    were    already    fettled    about   as    far 
back  as   Middletown,  at  which  place  a  monthly 
meeting    had  been  lately  eftablifhed.     The  i  . 
of  that    kind    there    was   held    at    the  houfe  of 
Nicholas  Wain,  the   iff  day  of  the  11th  month 
lad  year  ;   and  fevetal  friends  fi  •  con- 

tinuing to  remove  te  this  province,  and  fettle  in 
thefe  parts,    this    neighbourhood   foon   became 
Account     wen    improved.     Among 't     the     reft    Thomas 
ter  of  Tho- Langhorn    from    Weftmoreland,     with    fe\ 
masLaag-  0ther  friends   from   that  county,  landing  in 
colony,  retired  up  hither    to  fettle,  an 
a   valuable   acquisition    to   this  part  of  th< 
vince,  being  men  inured   to  induftry,  and    ae- 
cuftomed   to    agriculture  :    And  fome    of  them 
being  men  experienced  in  the  work  of  reli 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  were  well 
lifted   for  ferviceabli  ious  Joci- 

ety,    efpecially  Thomas  Lahghorh,   a  man 
in  the   efteem  of  his   fri  1  lis  native  c 

try,     for     his    religious    labours     and    fervices 
among! t  them,  to   which   they  bore  ample 
monv  in  the  certificate  they  gave  him  upon  his 
removal    to    America,    from    which  it    appears, 
that   the  motive  to  his  ..-nee  was 

of  a   more  refined  nature  than  a  defire  to   move 
in    a    confpicuous    J  f  life,  or   to  acquire 

property,  "  for,"  they   lav,  "  God   hath  made 

«  him 
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"  him  an  instrument  in  his  hand,  for  the  help  c  11  a  p. 
"  and  comfort  of  many,  and  for  the  fervice  of  xxtx. 
"  truth  in  the  church  of  Chrift.  An  elder  that  ' — * — J 
"  hath  ruled  well,  and  is  worthy  of  honour,  l684* 
"  who  in  his  own  country  hath  a  large  mare, 
"  that  he  need  not  covet  the  enlargement 
"  thereof  elfe  where  ;  and  for  outward  poflef- 
"  fions,  God  hath  given  that  plenty,  and  do- 
"  minion  over  them  in  the  divine  life  wherein 
"  the  bleiTiftg  is  obtained,  to  true  content,  fo 
"  that  the  glory  or  riches  of  this  world  he 
"hath  no  occafion  to  covet  after."  It  was  a 
religious  concern  of  mind,  and  an  inward  pef- 
fuafion  of  its  being  now  his  proper  place  to 
fettle  in,  that  induced  him  to  remove  with  his 
family  hither,  as  the  place  affigned  for  his  fu- 
ture mihifterial  labour,  to  promote  .  \  the 
new  fettlers  (befides  a  fpirit  of  induflry  in  cul- 
tivating their  plantations)  an  inward  exercife  in 
the  cultivation  of  religious  difpofitions,  by  the 
help  of  that  meafure  of  grace  of  which  they 
were  reflectively  partakers,  which  produceth  a 
lire  and  converfation  adorned  with  the  uniform 
practice  of  piety  and  moral  virtue,  lie  did  not 
iurvive  his  arrival  very  long.  Having  purchafed 
a  plantation,  and  made  fertile  improvement  on 
it,  in  a  lew  years  alter  he  was  removed  from 
works  to  rewards,  yet  lived  long  enough 
amoiigft  them  to  make  his  lofs  fenfibly  felt, 
being  here  alfo  greatly  beloved  and  efteemed  by 
his  friends  and  neighbours. 

O 

And  now   William  Penn  having   fperit  about  w  Venn 
two  years  in  his   province  of  Penfylvania,  and  ^,'J'^j0 
having   fettled   this   infant   colony   in   a  thriving 
profperous  condition,  returned  to  England  fome 
months    before   the  death    of  King  diaries   the 

fecond, 
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chap,  fecond,  the  period  at  which  I  dropped  the  hif- 
xxix.  tory  of  this  people  in  Lngland,  and  which  I 
v^^/^-/  now  refume. 

L*fe  fwn  1684,  William  Gibfon  of  London,  an  eminent 
iiam  GiL-  minifter,  and  member  of  this  fociety,  fmifhed  an 
foiu  ufeful  and  profitable  life  in  the  courfe  of   this 

year,  in  whofe  converfion  there  was  fomething 
peculiarly  remarkable.  He  was  born  at  Caton 
in  Lancashire  about  the  year  1629,  and  during 
the  civil  wars  inlifted  as  a  foldier.  Being  in 
garrifon  at  Carlifie,  and  hearing  that  a  Quaker 
preacher  had  appointed  a  meeting  in  that  city, 
he,  in  concert  with  three  of  his  comrades,  made 
an  agreement  to  go  to  the  meeting,  with  a  de- 
lign  to  ir.fult  and  abufe  the  preacher  ;  but  Wil- 
liam Gibfon  coming  thither  before  his  confe- 
derates, and  the  friend,  who  was  Thomas 
Holmes,  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry,  it 
was  attended  with  fuch  demonftration  of  power, 
as  aimed  immediately  wrought  an  effectual 
change  in  William's  difpofition,  for  he  was  fo 
affected  therewith,  that  initead  of  executing  his 
intended  purpofe,  he  ftepped  up  near  to  the 
friend  to  protect  him  from  infuit  or  abufe,  if 
offered  by  any  other.  From  that  time  he  fre- 
quented the  meetings  of  this  fociety,  and  foon 
after  quitted  his  military  engagements,  and  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  the  occupation  of  a  fhoe- 
maker  ;  waiting  upon  God  in  filence,  under  the 
refining  operation  of  his  laving  grace  for  about 
the  fpace  of  three  years  :  He  afterwards  re- 
ceived a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  to  preach  to 
others.  In  the  year  1662  he  married,  and  fet- 
tled in  the  precincts  of  Sankey  meeting,  near 
Warrington.  He  was  a  very  ferviceable  man  in 
that  country  while  refident  there,  his  doctrine 

being 
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being   effectual  to  the  convincement  of   fome,  CHAP, 
and  to  the  confirmation  of  many  others   in  the  xxix. 
truth,  which  he  recommended   in  the  authority  v^rvvj 
of  the  gofpel ;    fo   that  when  he  removed  from    l6  +• 
thence  he  left  a  good  report  and  impreihons  of 
affectionate  refpect  to  his  memory. 

It  fell  to  his  lot  with  his  brethren  to  fufFer 
perfecution  for  his  testimony,  in  divers  impri- 
fonments,  in  perfonal  abufes,  and  in  lofs  of  iub- 
ftance  by  various  diftraints.  In  the  year  1660, 
at  a  meeting  at  Hinton  in  Herefordfhire,  many 
rude  people  and  foldiers  rufhing  in,  pulled  out 
thofe  that  were  met,  and  meeting  William  Gib- 
fon  in  the  ftreet,  jufl  come  to  town  on  horfe- 
back,  thronged  about  him.  Pie  told  them  that 
he  came  in  love  to  their  fouls,  and  as  he  rode 
along  exhorted  them  to  repentance,  when  a 
rude  fellow  beat  him  and  his  horfe  unmercifully, 
after  which  they  dragged  him  about  in  the  dirt, 
and  kept  him  with  the  reft  under  a  guard  all 
night,  and  next  clay  fent  two  men  to  conduct 
them  to  Juftice  Elagny,  charging  them  with 
holding  an  unlawful  affembly,  and  breaking  the 
king's  peace  :  But  the  juftice  being  of  a  diffe- 
rent difpofition  from  the  generality  of  thofe  of 
that  age,  judicious,  reafonable  and  difpamonate, 
remarked,  That  it  was  not  probable  they  could  be 
dangerous  perfons  or  peace  breakers,  who,  being 
twenty-three  in  number,  were  brought  to  him 
with  only  two  men  to  guard  them,  and  fo  civilly 
difmifled  them. 

In  the  4th  month,  1661,  being  on  the 
road  near  Stanton  in  Shropfhire,  he  was 
taken  by  a  party  of  foldiers,  and  with  twenty- 

c  BefTe. 

three 
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chap,  three  of  his   friends,  whom  they   had  taken  at 

xxix.  feveral  pi        .  t,  whence  in  a  fhort 

^'^  kihie   they   v  orted  eight   miles  to  the  af- 

^84.    fizes,    and    there    difcharged,    all    but  William 

Gibfon,  whom  the  judi  itted,  and  he 

remained  in  .    a  confiderable  time,  a. 

he  was  treated  with  great  cruelly  by  the  keeper, 

who  would   not  permit  his  food  to  be  taken  to 

him,  but    he   was   obliged    to  draw  it   up  by   a 

rope.     The  keeper  alio  threw  him  down  a  pair 

of  ftone    flairs,    whereby    his  bodv  was   greatly 

bruifed,  and    beat,  him  to   that  degree   that  he 

iyas  fick  near  fix  months. 

Afterwards  he  travelled  fouthwar.d  on  a  reli- 
gious vifit   to   his  friends  and  others  in  the  work 
of  the    miniftry,    and    was   again  imprifoned  at 
wl  ere  he  was  long  confined. 
r   he  was  ]  he  went    to  London  and 

iving  his  wife  and  family  to 
city,  where   his  fervice  was  uo'us,  in 

eirvent  zeal  agaihiT  hypocri  and 

-.   but  in    a  firain  of   :  k  ericou- 

ii:   to    the   virtuous  and 

the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  a 
found  underfta  i 

His   circumfpe£r.   converfation  v.  eal  to  his 

miniftry,    and   the  example  he  fet,  a  confirma- 
tion to  the  doctrine  which  he  taught. 

lie  employed  a  part  of  his  time  in  his  impri- 
sonments  in  *  •   Ins  Friend 

ir  edification  in  righteoufnefs,  when  he  could 
not  edi  miniftry,  as  well  as  oc- 

mally  at  limes  ;   and  was   . 

te  controverlics,    particularly  on  tl 
I  ithes,  in  a  1  led  in 

[timony  aj  h  he  fre- 

quently 
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quently  fuffered  the  lofs  of  property.     He  wrote  C  hap. 
feveral  other  treatifes  ferviceable  at  the  time.  xxix. 

In  the  fore-part  of  the  year  1684,  notwith-  ^"w^ 
{landing  he  was  in  a  declining  (late  of  health,  l6:H- 
feeling  an  affeclionate  draft  and  engagement  of 
mind  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  his  native  coun- 
try, Laneafhire,  he  travelled  thither,  and  having 
performed  this  fervice,  he  was,  in  his  return, 
feized  with  an  ague  and  fever  at  Coventry,  yet 
he  reached  his  own  habitation  in  London,  and 
his  indifpofition  continued  upon  him  about 
three  months,  and  terminated  his  life  in  this 
world.  On  his  lick  bed  he  exhorted  friends 
who  came  to  fee  him  to  "  faithfulnefs  and  con- 
"  fidence  in  the  Lord,  and  to  the  love  of  the 
"  brethren  ;"  and  tefHfied  againft  "  that  fpirit 
"  which  leads  out  of  the  unity  into  a  felfilh  fe- 
"  paration."  He  left  two  fons  and  a  daughter, 
for  whofe  well-doing  he  difcovered  an  anxious 
concern,  by  the  frequent  admonitions  and  im- 
portant councils  he  inculcated  upon  them  in  the 
time  of  his  ficknefs,  like  Abraham,  command- 
ing his  children  -and  houfehold  after  him  to 
keep  the  way  of  the  Lord.  He  died  the  20th 
of  the  9th  month,  1684,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  by  many 
hundreds  of  friends  and  others,  from  their 
refpeel  to  his  memory,  to  the  burial  ground  be- 
longing to  the  fociety  in  Bunhill  Fields. 
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BOOK       V. 

From  the  Death  of  King  Charles  II.  to   the 
Revolution. 


CHAP.         I. 


The  Duke  of  York  afcends  the  Throne. — Fictitious 
Addrefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers. — Remark 
thereupon. — Firft  Application  of  the  People  called 
Quakers  to  Kingfames. — Their  fufferingCafe. — 
Friends  of  London  draw  up  a  more  copious  State 
of  their  Cafe  to  lay  before  Parliament. — The 
Duke  of  Monmouth  lands  in  the  Wefl. — De- 
feated^ taken  and  executed. — Rigorous  Severity 
againfl  his  Adherents. — The  King  addreffeth  the 
Parliament  in  a  ?nagi/lerial  Strain. — Which  ex- 
cepts againfl  his  difpenfing  Power. — Friends  of 
London  renew  their  Solicitations  in  favour  of 
thofe  in  Prifon. — King's  Order  for  their  Re- 
leafe,  • 

c  H  A  P. 

Notwithstanding  the  oppofition  which,     J- 

during  the  late  reign,    had  been  made   to  the 
fuccemon  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  dread- The  duke' 

ful ot  York  ai:- 

cends  the 
throne. 


tii-  peo 
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c       *  p  ful    appreheniions    c  I    by   many  Protef- 

*■       tants  of   that   event,    yet  immediately  after  the 

v— ■">/—-'  deceafe   <  brother   he  was  proclaimed  king, 

1     o-   without   the   Leaft   tumult  or  fhadow  of  oppoli- 

tion.     On  the  firfl  day  of  his  reign  he  affembled 

a  council   at  Whitehall,  in  his  fpeech  to  which 

he  difclaimed  arbitrary  p  rinciples,   promifed  his 

i         dioii  to  the   Church  of  England  and    the 

hberti      of  the   people.     His  fpeech  was  printed 

read   with   applaufe.     He  received  con 
tulatory  addrefies  from  moft  parts  of  the  1 
dom,  •        •     f         n,  as  ufual,  couched  in  fer- 
terms  ion  :    Amongft    the  reft  a 

•  us    fictitious  addrefs,  remarked  for  its  brevity,  un- 
coutl  and    blunt    familiarity    of    exprefiion, 

led  Qua- hath  been  by  Ez  :hard,  and  after  him  by  Hume 
Urs-  and  others,  publifhe,d   to    the  world  for  the  ad- 

1  .  fs  of  the  people  called  Quakers  to  King 
1 .'.  les  upon  his  acceflion,  conceived  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  :  "  We  are  come  to  teltify  our 
"  farrow  for    tft  h    of    our    good    fr 

"  Charles,  and  our  joy  for  thy  being  made  our 
"  governor.  We  are  told  thou  art  not  of  the 
t:  pe  n    of    the    church    of    England    no 

':  more  than  we,  wherefore  we  hope  thou  wilt 
"  grant  us  the  fame  liberty  thou  allOweft  thy- 
"  1  If.  Which  doing  we  wifh  thee  all  manner 
«  ol  inefs." 

Remark  It  i    i         ed  that  the  members  of  this  focicty 

thereupon.   ,.  lation   and   i>ifincerity  in    the  lift  of 

vices    not  allowable  to  them   to  pracWe  ;    that 
re  not  in  the  cuftom  of  paying  compli- 
men  ro  any   man.;   but  that  when 

fympathetic    regard    to    the    fufferings    of 
their  friends,  0  treffing   feelings  of  their 

own,    impelled    them   to    apply   for   relief,    on 

which 
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which  occafions  chiefly  they  addrefled  their  fu-  c  H  A  p. 
periors,    their   adurefles,    though    exprefled    in       *• 
their  plain  manner,  were   comprized  in  refpecr.- v — *""*-', 
ful  terms;    void   of  flattery,  but  not  indecent  j  ** 

unceremonious,  but  not  uncivil. 

Immediately  on  King  James's  acceflion  I  find 
no  account  of  their  being  in  the  number  of 
the  congratulatory  addreffers.  The  firft  addrefs 
they  prefented,  as  far  as  appears,  was  in  a  very 
different  ftyle,  on  the  like  occafion  with  thofe 
which  had  influenced  them  to  addrefs  the  fuc- 
ceflive  rulers  from  their  firft  rife.  King  Charles 
at  his  death  left  near  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
of  them  in  prifon,  on  various  fevere  profecu- 
tions  ;  and  notwithstanding  we  have  feen  peti- 
tion upon  petition  prefented  to  him  for  relief, 
few  of  them  were  attended  with  beneficial  ef- 
fect ;  fo  that  a  people,  paying  a  drier,  regard  to 
fpeaking  truth  from  the  heart,  could  hardly 
term  him  their  good  friend.  But  the  grievous 
fufferings  they  had  long  endured  with  patience, 
and  were  (till  fubje&ed  to,  induced  them,  parti- 
cularly on  every  change  of  government,  to 
apply  to  the  new  rulers,  in  hopes  at  laft  to  ex- 
cite them  to  commiferate  their  cafe,  and  to  yield 
them  redrefs. 

Accordingly,  about  a  month  after  this  king's 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  George  Whitehead, 
Gilbert  Latey  and  Alexander  Parker  waited 
Upoii  him  with  the  following  addrefs,  and  cafe  of 
their  friends  : 
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"  To  King  James  the  Second. 

"  The  humble  application  of  the  people  called 
Quakers. 

Firft  appii-  "  Whereas  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  (by 
thepeopie  whom  kings  reign)  to  take  hence  the  late 
called  Qua-  king  Charles  the  fecond,  and  to  preferve  thee 
james"  V"L' peaceably  to  fucceed,  we,  thy  fubjects,  heartily 
defire  that  the  giver  of  all  good  and  perfect 
gifts  may  pleafe  to  endue  thee  with  wifdom  and 
mercy,  in  the  ufe  of  thy  great  power,  to  his 
glory,  the  king's  honour  and  the  kingdom's 
good.  And  it  being  our  fincere  refolution,  ac- 
cording to  our  peaceable  principles  and  conver- 
fation,  (by  the  ailiitance  of  Almighty  GodJ  to 
live  peaceably  and  honeflly,  as  becomes  true 
and  faithful  fubjects,  under  the  king's  govern- 
ment, and  a  confeientious  people  that  truly  fear 
and  ferve  God,  we  do  humbly  hope  that  the 
king's  tendernefs  will  appear,  and  extend  with 
his  power  to  exprefs  the  fame,  recommending 
to  his  princely  clemency  the  cafe  of  our  prefent 
fuffering  friends  hereunto  annexed." 

"  To  the  King. 

"  The  diftreffed  cafe  and  requefl:  of  the  fuffering 
people  commonly  called  Quakers,  humbly 
prefeiited. 

"  Shewing, 

Their  fur-        «  That  according   to   accounts  lately   given, 

icrmg  cale.      .  r  .  «?       ,      P     ,       r  ,  .  i         »        1 

above  fourteen  hundred  or  the  laid  people,  both 

men 
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men  and  women,  are  continued  prifoners  in  c  h  a  p- 
England  and  Wales,  only  for  tender  confcience  L 
toward  Almighty  God  that  made  them.  Many  6g 
under  fentence  of  premunire,  and  many  near 
it,  not  for  refufing  the  duty  or  fubflance  of 
allegiance  itfelf,  but  only  becaufe  they  dare  not 
/wear.  Others  under  fines  on  the  act  of  ba- 
nifhment.  Many  on  writs  of  excommunication. 
Befides  fome  hundreds  have  died  prifoners, 
many  by  means  of  this  long  imprifonment  fince 
the  year  1680,  (as  'tis  judged)  thereby  making 
widows  and  fatherlefs,  and  leaving  poor  inno- 
cent families  defolate,  in  diftrefs  and  forrow. 
Thefe  two  hard  winters,  their  confinement  tend- 
ing alfo  to  the  deftru&ion  of  many  in  cold 
holes  and  jails,  their  healths  being  greatly  im- 
paired thereby.  Befides  the  violence  and  woe- 
ful fpoil  made  by  mercilefs  informers  on  the 
conventicle  act,  upon  many  convicted,  unfum- 
moned  and  unheard  in  their  own  defence,  both 
in  city  and  country  ;  as  alfo  on  S$ui  tarn  writs 
and  other  procefles  for  2cl.  a  month,  and  two- 
thirds  of  eftates  feized  for  the  king  ;  all  tend- 
ing to  the  ruin  of  trade,  hufbandry  and  induf- 
trious  families.  To  fome  not  a  bed  left,  to 
others  no  cattle  to  till  their  ground  or  give  them 
milk,  nor  corn  for  bread  or  feed,  nor  tools  to 
work  withal  ;  and  all  thefe  and  other  feverities 
done  under  pretence  of  ferving  the  king  and  the 
church,  thereby  to  force  us  to  violate  our  con- 
fciences,  and  confequently  to  deftroy  our  fouls, 
which  we  are  very  tender  of,  as  we  are  of  our 
peace  with  God  and  our  own  confciences, 
though  accounted  as  fheep  for  the  fiaughter. 
And  notwithflanding  all  thefe  long  fuftained 
extremities,  we  the  faid  people  do  folemnly 
L  2  profefs 
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chap  profefs  and  declare,  in  the  fight  of  the  heart- 
^^r^.  fearcher,  that  we  have  nothing  but  good  will 
l6p,  and  true  affection  to  the  king,  praying  for  his 
fafety  and  the  kingdom's  peace.  We  have 
never  been  found  in  any  feditious  or  treafonable 
defigns,  as  being  wholly  contrary  to  our  chrif- 
tian  principles  and  holy  profeflion. 

"  And  knowing  that  where  the  word  of  a  kinz 
is,  there  is  power,  we  in  chriftian  humility,  and 
for  Chrifl's  fake,  intreat  that  the  king  will 
pleafe  to  find  out  fome  expedient  for  our  relief 
in  thefe  cafes,  from  prifons,  fpoil  and  ruin. 

"  And  we  fhall,  as  in  chriftian  duty  bound, 
pray  God  for  the  king's  welfare  in  this  world, 
and  his  eternal  happinefs  in  that  which  is  to 
come. 

"  London,  the  2d  of  the 
1  ft  month  called  March, 
1684  5." 


Friends  of       Soon  after  the  friends  of  London  drew  up  a 

London 


more  c 

011s 

their 


draw  up  a  more    copious   ftate  of  their  cafe  and  Sufferings, 
£cpPr",  addreffed  to  the  kinsr   and  both  houfes  of  par- 

uatc  01  ^  . 

r  cafe,  iiament,  wherein  they  recapitulate  their  grievous 
fufierings  in  perfon  and  eftate  by  no  lefs  than 
ten  penal  laws*,  which  for  a  long  feries  of  years 

had 

*  The   ftritutes    whereby    this   people    fuffered   imprifon- 
nient  and  fpoil  were  the  following,  viz. 

The  ift  £Tz.  ch.  2,  for  twelve  pence  a  Sunday    (fo  called) 
The  5th  Kliz.  ch.  23,  de  excommunicato  capiendo. 
The  2  }d  F.'iz.  ch.  1,    for  20I.   n   month. 
The  29th  Eliz.  ch.  6,  for  continuation. 

The 
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had  been   rigoroufly   put  in  force  againft  them  c  h  a  p, 
by  adverfe  magiftrates,  frequently   picking  out  ^_^_, 
of  them,  to   gratify  a  caufelefs  enmity,  that  law     lf$7 
to  profecute  them  by,  which  they  apprehended  G.w-hife- 
the  raoft    oppreflive,    clearly  demonflrating   thehea<L 
iniquity  and  multiplied  hardfhips   to  whicli  they 
were  expofed,  (which  need  not  be  recited,  being 
fuch  as   have  already  been  repeatedly  recited   in 
this  work)  and  praying  relief. 

How  far  the  parliament  might  be  impreiTed 
by  this  affecting  ftate  of  the  fufferings  of  this 
oppreffed  people,  with  fentiments  of  compamon 
and  equity,  they  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
difcovering,  nor,  I  imagine,  had  even  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fociety  an  opportunity  of  prefenting 
it  to  them ;  for  foon  after  their  meeting  their 
proceedings  were  interrupted  by  the  news  of 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  arrival  on  the  weftern  Duke  of 
coaft  with  three  mips  from  Holland  :  The  par-  ^™ou*c 
liament,  upon  this  intelligence,  paffed  a  vote  weft, 
that  they  would  adhere  to  the  king  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  paffed  a  bill  of  attainder 
againft  the  duke,  granted  the  king  400,0001. 
for  fuppreiling  the  rebellion,  and  then  the  par- 
liament adjourned. 

This  adjournment  was  in  the  fourth  month, 
(June)  and  the  parliament  did  not  meet  again 
till  November.      The   fummer    was     fpent    in 

quelling 

The  35th  Eliz.  ch.  1,  for  abjuring  the  realm  on  pain  of 
death. 

The   3d  James  I.    ch.  4.  Premunire. 

The  13th  and  14th  King  Charles  II.  againft  Quakers. 
Tranfportation. 

The  17th  Charles  II.   ch.  2,    againft  non-con  form  ids. 

The  2zd  Charles  II.  ch.  1,  againft  feditious  conventicles. 

The  27th  Henry  VIII.  ch.  20,  for  the  recovery  of  tithes. 


1685. 

Severities 
agi  Lafl  the 
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c  h  .  P  quelling  the  rebellion,  and  taking  vengeance 
1  rather  than  executing  juftice  upon  the  unhappy 
infurgents,  and  with  them  upon  many  who  had 
been  guilty  of  no  trcafon,  and  more  who  could 
not  be  legally  convicted  of  any.  The  Duke  of 
infurgents.  Argyle  landed  in  Scotland,  and  endeavoured  to 
raiie  a  rebellion  there  fomething  fooner  than  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth's  landing  in  the  weft.  Both 
of  them  were  defeated,  taken  and  foon  exe- 
cuted ;  and  great  numbers  of  the  followers  of 
the  latter  were  executed  without  the  form  of  a 
trial,  by  the  Earl  of  Feverfham,  and  with  fa- 
vage  wantonnefs  by  Colonel  Kirk.  Many  others 
were  tried,  but  very  unfairly,  by  the  forms  of 
law,  before  a  judge,  who  wantoned  in  cruelty, 
and  triumphed  in  the  mifery  of  the  unhappy 
victims  who  fell  under  his  hands  ;  and  the  king, 
by  advancing  Jeffries  immediately  after  to  the 
office  of  chancellor,  participated  in  his  infamy, 
and  loft  the  affection  of  his  fubjects  to  a  great 
degree,  particularly  of  thofe  in  the  weftern 
counties. 

Upon  the  fecond  meeting  of  the    parliament, 
the  king,    ejated  with  the   defeat  of  the  infur- 
gents,   apprehended    his    power  fo  firmly    efta- 
blilhed    as   to    bear    down   all   oppofmon,    and 
T1\e^nj>    feemed  determined   to  brook  none.     His  fpeech 
the  parli?.-  and   demands  were  delivered  in  a   (train  which 
mem  in  a    fhewed  them  that  he  was  determined  to  be  maf- 

iiiagidtTial  it        J  j      1         r  1  •  J 

ftrain.  ter.  He  demanded  a  lupply  to  maintain  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  forces.  He  informed  them 
he  had  employed  feveral  catholick  officers,  and 
that  he  had,  in  their  favour,  difpenfed  with  the 
law  requiring  the  tell:  to  be  taken,  and  fignified 
his  refolution  neither  to  expofc  them  to  difgrace, 

nor 
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Kor  himfelf  to   the  want  of  their  afTiftance,  incHAP. 
cafe  of  another  rebellion.  '• 

The  commons,  having  been  elecled  under  the  ^'T^^ 
influence  of  the   court,  were  awed  into  compli- 
ance   with    his    demand    in    part,    and    voted 
700,000!.    toward    the     augmentation    of     the 
army  ;    but  both   lords  and  commons  excepting  Both  lords 
againil   the  king's  difpenfing  power,  as  they  had  "^J^- 
formerly  to  his  brother's,  he  was  fo  piqued  that  againft  his 
an  immediate  prorogation  followed,  whereby,  I  '^(Dg 
apprehend,  the  people  called  Quakers  were  pre-' 
vented  of   their  intention  of   laying    their  cafe 
before  the  parliament  ;    at   lead  the  parliament 
had   no   time  to  attend  thereto.     But  being  ear- 
neftly  defirous   to  obtain  the  liberty  of  their  im- 
prifoned   friends,    the    friends    of   London    re- Friend  of 
newed  their   lblicitations   to  the  kin?  for  their London  re- 
liberation,    and   at   length   obtained  the  follow-  folk-nation 
ing  warrant    to    Sir   Robert  Sawyer,    attorney-  IhetTmpH- 
general  :  foned 

friends. 
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"  Whereas  we  are  given  to  underftand  that Thc K;ng'« 
"  feveral    of    our    fubjecls,    commonly     called  their  re-  " 
"  Quakers,  in  the  fchedules  hereunto  annexed, lcafe- 
"  are  either  convicted,  or  upon  procefs,  in  order 
"  to    their    conviction    of  premunire,    for    not 
f*  fwearing,    or    indicted   or    prefented    for   not 
"  coming  to  church,  or  convicted  for  the  fame, 
"  and  feveral  of  them  have  been  returned  into 
"  our  Exchequer,    and    in   charge   for   twenty 
f6  pounds  per  menfem,  according  to  the   ftatutes 
H  in  that  cafe  provided,  and   fome  of  them  lie 
"  in  prifon  upon  writs  de  excommunkatio  capien- 

"  do, 


168  HISTORY     of     the 

chap."  do,  and  other  procefies,  for  the  caufes  afore- 
!•       i'  faid ;    and    we    being    willing    that    our    faid 
* — v — *  "  fubje&s,  and    other    our    fubjects   commonly 
1685.    u  crj}ej  Quakers,  who  aie   or  have  been  pro- 
"  fecuted,    indicted,    convicted,   or    imprifoned 
"  for  any  of  the  caufes  aforefaid,  mould  receive 
"  the  full  benefit  of  our  general  pardon,  which 
"  we  have  been  pleafed  to  grant  to  our  loving 
66  fubje&s  by   our  royal  proclamation,  with  all 
"  poffible  cafe  to   them,  our  will   and  pleafure 
is,  and  we  do  hereby  authorize,  will  and  re- 
quire   you    to    caufe    fuch    of    our    fubjects, 
commonly  called  Quakers,  who  are  in  prifon 
for  any  of  the  caufes  aforefaid,  to  be  forth- 
with difcharged  out  of  prifon,  and  forthwith 
to    (lop  and   difcharge,   or    caufe   to    be   dif- 
charged, by   giving  your  conient  on  our   be- 
half, all  fines,  forfeitures,  or  funis  of  money, 
charged  upon  any  of  our  fubjects   commonly 
called  Quakers,  for   not   coming   to    church, 
or  fet  upon  them  upon  any  procefs  for   the 
fame  ;  as  alio  all  proceffes,  indictments,  pre- 
fentments  and  convictions,  for  any  of  the  faid 
caufes,  by  entering  noli  profequi,  or  otherwile, 
as    you    ihall   judge    neceffarv    for   rendering 
that  our  pardon  moft  effectual  and  beneficial 
for  our  faid  fubjects  ;  and  for  your  fo  doing 
this  mall  be  your  warrant. 

"  Given   at   our   Court  at   Whitehall 
"  the  15th  Day  of  March,   1685-6, 
"  in  the  fecond  year  of  our  reign. 
"  By  his  Majcfly's  Command, 

"  SUNDERLAND,  P. 
To  our  trujly  and  well  bclcrccd 
"  our  jlttcr/hv-\;o:cruL" 

Sir 
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Sir  Robert  being  at  this  time  at  his  country  chap. 
houfe  in  Hampshire,  about  forty  miles  from  v-iJ_, 
London,  and  friends  of  that  city  being  earned  i6g 
to  expedite  the  releafe  of  their  fellow-profeffors, 
requeued  George  Whitehead  and  John  Edge, 
accompanied  by  Rowland  Vaughan,  attorney, 
to  undertake  a  journey  thither,  which  they  did 
accordingly,  and  were  received  and  entertained 
by  the  attorney-general  with  great  civility,  'till 
liberates  could  be  made  out  by  the  attorney, 
under  the  attorney-general's  directions  for  the 
prifoners  in  the  city,  which  took  up  a  good  part 
of  the  day  ;  by  means  whereof,  after  their  re- 
turn, their  friends  in  the  fundry  prifons  in  the 
city  obtained  their  liberty  within  the  defcription 
of  the  warrant. 

Soon  after  the  attorney-general  returned  to 
London,  and  then  the  faid  friends  of  the  city 
exerted  themfelves  to  procure  the  like  liberates 
with  all  poihble  expedition,  whereby  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  nation,  under  the  circum- 
Itances  comprized  in  the  king's  warrant,  was 
obtained. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      II. 

The  Complaint  of  Friends  againji  the  Informers.— 
They  move  for  Commijfioners  to  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  Truth  of  their  Allegations  ^ — Which 
is  granted. — The  Informers  endeavour  to  get 
George  Whitehead  and  others  imprifoned. — The 
Commijfioners  draw  up  their  Report. — To  which 
George  Whitehead  objecls, — And  gets  it  amend- 
'  ed. — I? formers  difcouraged, 

CHAP,AFTER  the  people  called  Quakers  were  re- 
k^v^j  leafed  from   imprifonment,  they  were    (till    ex- 
1686.    pofed  to  the  ravages   of  the  unprincipled  infor- 
Friends*      mers.     The  king  having  condefcended  to  admit 
anTpcdiion  them  fundry  times  to  his  prefence,  and  to  attend 
againft  in-   patiently  to  the  relation  of  their  grievances  ;  and 
having  complied  with  their   petition   to   releafe 
their  imprifoned  friends,  they  were  encouraged 
to  prefent  the  following  complaint  and  petition 
againft  the  informers  and  their  iniquitous  prac- 
tices. 

"  To  King  J  A  M  E  S  the  Second. 

"  The  Complaint  2nd  Petition  of  his  peaceable 
"  and  furfering  Subjects  called  Quakers  in  and 
"  about  the  City  of  London, 

"  Humbly  prefenting, 

"  That  only  for  religious  concerns,   a  great 
"  number  of  them  continue   fore  oppreffed  in 

"  their 
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*  their  ellates  on  numerous  convictions  made  chap. 
againfl  them  in  their  abfence,  often  on  falfe  "• 
depofitions  fvvorn  by  concealed  informers, 
divers  of  them  confident  women,  who  fwear 
for  a  part  of  the  fines  and  feizures  to  main- 
tain themfelves  and  hufbands,  fome  of  them 
being  prifoners  for  debt  through  their  own 
extravagancies :  And  by  warrants  frequently 
ifTued  out  by  Thomas  Jenner,  recorder  of 
London,  to  break  open  and  enter  houfes,  to 
feize  for  the  king,  (as  is  pretended)  which  is 
done  with  rigour  and  great  fpoil,  and  without 
compaffion  to  widows,  fatherlefs,  or  poor  fa- 
milies who  are  fuflained  by  their  daily  in- 
duflry,  not  leaving  them  a  bed  to  lie  on,  &c. 
The  fines  only  upon  his  warrants  amounting 
to  many  hundred  pounds,  befides  what  has 
been  furTered  by  others.  And  that  when 
appeal  is  made  from  the  faid  recorder,  as  the 
perfon  convi&ing,  (as  the  law  direcls)  he 
being  judge  alfo  upon  the  trial,  altering  the 
record,  and  urging  juries  to  find  againfl  the 
appellant,  divers  appeals  have  proved  inef- 
fectual, and  to  their  great  damage,  confider- 
ing  their  charges  and  treble  cods,  &c.  And 
that  alfo  upon  old  convictions  under  kim_ 
Charles  the  fecond,  then  remaining  unexe- 
cuted, he  now  by  new  warrants  entities  the 
now  king  James  the  fecond  to  thefe  grie- 
vances ;  befides  the  great  numbers  imprifoned 
and  crowded  in  jail  by  him  and  others  for 
the  fame  caufe,  to  the  greatly  impairing  their 
healths  and  lofs  of  fome  lives  ;  witnefs  Newgate 
at  this  prefent. 

"  Wherefore 
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"  Wherefore  the  faid  fubjecls  humbly  intreat 
the    King,    in   his    princely    companion    anjl 
~^^  "  wifdom,  to   put  a   fpeedy   flop    to  thefe    de- 
firu&ive  proceedings. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  reft  of  the 
"  faid  fufferers, 

"  William  Crouch,         "  Samuel  Bolton, 

"  James  Goodwin,  "  Timothy  Emerfon, 

"  Thomas  Lacy,  "  John  Skelton." 


Th7rr'"„,        This  petition  was  followed  up  by  a  requefr.  to 
miffionerj    the  king  to  appoint   commiiuoners   to   examine 

m?ited  T  *nto  tne  trutn  °^  tne  allegations,  by  giving  the 
examine  the  petitioners  an  opportunity  of  proving  them  to 
their H]le^-tne  ^formers  faces.  Their  requeft  was  granted, 
tions,  and  a  commifhon  was  ifTued  to  Richard  Graham 
which  is  and  Philip  Burton,  Efqrs.  who  fent  their  fum- 
grantc  .  mons  to  the  informers,  fufferers  and  witneffes  to 
appear  before  them  at  Cliuord's  Inn  the  4th  of 
June,  (fo  called)   1686. 

On  the  day  appointed  the  complainants  and 
their  witnefTes  appeared,  and  the  informers  alfo. 
As  the  people  called  Quakers  had  felecled  fifty- 
four  cafe? ;  and  the  friends,  whofe  cafes  had 
been  fo  felecred,  being  fummoned  to  appear  with 
their  witnefTes;  when  they  came  to  Clifford's 
Inn,  the  informers  being  without  door,  at  feeing 
fo  numerous  a  company  appearing  againft  them, 
expreffed  their  malice  in  this  ribaldry,  fuitable 
to  their  vulgar  manners  :  Here  come  all  the  Dc-vih 
in  Hell ;  and  obferving  George  Whitehead,  who 
had  been  inflrumental  to  bring  them  to  this  dis- 
graceful inveftigation,  they  cried  out,  And  there 
coma  the  old  Devil  of  all. 

The 
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The  firft  charge  advanced  againft  the  infor-c  h  a  i\ 
mers  was  that  they  had  /worn  falfcly  in  fad,  ^__j 
which  was  clearly  proved  to  their  mame  and  i6g6> 
confufion  in  no  left  than  thirty-four  cafes  ;  in  di- 
vers of  which  they  had  given  their  information 
on  oath  againft.  friends  for  being  at  meetings 
which  they  were  not  at ;  for  holding  meetings 
at  certain  places  where  there  were  none  ;  fwear- 
ing  upon  truft  from  one  another's  information 
on  mere  prefumption.  Several  women  infor- 
mers took  as  much  latitude  in  fwearing  as  the 
men,  and  were  equally  unreflrained  by  confci- 
ence,  law,  or  matter  of  fact  as  they.  Their  fre- 
quent perjuries  being  eftablifhed  by  fubftantial 
evidence,  to  the  full  fatisfact.ion  of  the  commif- 
fioners  and  others,  friends  next  proceeded  to 
lay  before  them  fundry  cafes,  wherein  the  doors 
of  houfes  and  fhops  were  broken  open  with  vio- 
lence by  conftables  and  informers,  to  make  dif- 
traints  fevere  and  exorbitant,  by  which  houfe- 
hold  and  mop  goods  were  carried  away  by  cart- 
loads. So  many  flagrant  inftances  of  perjury, 
devaflation  and  fpoil  plainly  appeared  upon  proof, 
that  the  commifuoners  grew  weary  of  hearing 
them,  and  adjourned  the  further  proceeding  for 
ten  days,  when  they  had  got  through  fcarce 
one  fourth  of  the  cafes  prepared  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them. 

At  the  fecond  meeting  of  the  commiflioners, 
the  informers  fee'd  a  lawyer  to  plead  for  them 
and  manage  their  caufe ;  but  the  inftances  of 
their  perjury  and  oppreffion,  tranfgrefling  the 
bounds  and  feverity  of  the  conventicle  acl:,  fe- 
vere as  it  was,  were  fo  numerous,  and  fo  well 
fupported  by  evidence,  that  he  was  quickly  fi- 
lenced.     At  this  fecond  meeting,  although  they 

had 
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chap,  had  not  examined  half  the    cafes    prepared  for 
,"'       their  cognizance,  the  commiilioners  thought  the 
6g,     allegation  of  the  petition  fully  proved,   and  that 
they  had  fufficient  grounds  to  make  their  report 
to  the  king. 
The  infor-       It  feems  proper  to  remark  here  the  contri'v- 
mers  at-      ance  of  the  informers,  to   prevent  fome   of  the 
procure  the  mod  active  promoters  of  this  enquiry  from   ap- 
eotofG    Pearmo  a£amft  them  at  the  fecond  meeting    of 
whitehead  the  commiffioncrs.     Having  procured  a  warrant 
and  others.  againfl.  George  Whitehead,  John  Daw,  William 
Ingram  and   John  Vaughton,    bearing   date   the 
1 2th  of  June   1686,  they  were  apprehended  the 
1 3th,   (being  the  day  before    that  appointed  for 
the  fecond  meeting  aforefaid)  and  taken  to  the 
Lord  Mayor's,  where    they    were   kept   feveral 
hours  waiting  for  his  coming  from  his   worfliip, 
and  afterwards  detained  feveral  more,  until   the 
informers  mould  come  in  to  give  evidence  againfl 
them,  but  none  appearing,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night  the  mayor  required  them  to  be  bound  by 
recognizance  to  appear   at  the    next  femons   for 
the  peace,  and  in  the  mean  time   to    be  of  good 
behaviour.     With  this  requifition  they  were  not 
willing    to    comply,   as    implying  mifbehaviour, 
which   was    not   proved   againfl:   any    of    them. 
Upon  their  refufal,    the    mayor  called    them   a 
company  of  coxcombs  ;  and  ordered  a  mittimus 
to   be  drawn  to  fend   them    to  prifon ;  but    on 
further  confideration  and  confultation,  took  their 
words  to  appear  at  next  femons,  and  difmiifed 
them  for  that   time,  whereby    they   were    at   li- 
berty to  attend  the  commimoners  at  their  fecond 
meeting.     And. when  they  appeared   at  the    fef- 
fions,  no  evidence  appearing  againfl:  them,  they 
were  difcharged  by  proclamation. 

The 
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The  commiffioners  having  drawn  up  their  re-  c  h  a  p. 
port,  George  Whitehead  got  a  view  of  it,  and  ^. 
objected  to  it,  as   very   deficient  and  improper,     j6g6 
being  rather  a  propofal  for  limiting  profecutions  The  com- 
to  the  lefs  ruinous  penal  laws,  than  a  plain  flate  «llf'loncrs 

*  ,  f  draw  up  a 

of  matter  of  fact,  according  to  the  evidence  be-  report, 
fore  them,  of  the  various   perjuries,  and  illegal 
and  injurious  acts  of  the  informers,  one   of  the 
commiffioners   informed   him,    that  they   found 
themfelves  engaged  in  a  critical  bufinefs,  having i?J?hY* G,- 

%  o       r  '     '  P  Whitehead 

received  a  meliage  from  a  great  perion   or   per-  objedb, 
fons  in  the  church,  foliciting  them  to  do  or  re- 
port   nothing  that  might  invalidate    the    power 
of  the  informers,  as  they  were  of  great  fervice     , 

•  ^  and  cets  it 

to  the  church.  George  Whitehead  notwithftand-  amended. 
ing  pleaded  for  juftice  to  be  done,  in  regard  to 
matters  of  fact,  in  their  report  to  the  king,  and 
prevailed  upon  them  to  amend  it,  and  frame  it 
more  to  the  purpofe. 

The  king,  in  cabinet  the  nth  of  5th  month 
1686,  referred  the  report  and  cafe  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  to  cor- 
rect the  irregular  proceedings  of  fome  juflices 
and  the  informers.     Befides   which  he   fignified ,  r 

ir  T_rii»  -n  Informers 

his  *  plealure  to  the  lubordinate  magistrates  and  difcouraged. 

jaftices, 


*  The  following  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Sunderland  to  the 
Earl  of  Huntington,  I  fuppofe,  muft  have  been  written  upon 
this  occafion. 

"  My  Lord,  «  Whitehall,  Dec.  7,  1686. 

"  The  king  being  informed  that  one  John  Smith,  a  common 
informer,  doth  very  vexatioufly  profecute  the  Quakers  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  and  in  the  town  and  county  of  Notting- 
ham ;  and  his  majefty  being  pleafed  to  extend  his  favour  to 

thole 


176  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     of     tits 

c  ii  a  p.  juftices,  that  they  mould  put  a  flap  to  the  de- 
»~—  ,  predations  of  thefe  men.  Inftead  therefore  of 
i536  being  encouraged  and  protected  in  their  oppref- 
five  perfections,  they  were  now  difcountenanc- 
ed  by  the  juilices,  and  by  the  quarter  feffions  of 
London  and  Middlefex.  And  when  it  was  now 
difcovered  that  the  protection  and  favour  of  the 
court  was  withdrawn  from  thefe  vile  perfons, 
feveral  of  them  being  pro-edited  by  other  diffen- 
ters,  fuch  a  fcene  of  iniquity  and  injullice  was 
laid  open,  as  caufed  feveral  of  them  to  rly  the 
country  ;  and  the  reft,  when  their  trade  was 
gone,  were  moftly  reduced  to  beggary  *  ;  a  blaft 
remarkably  attencfclg  their  difhoneft  gains,  and 
infamy  blafting  their  reputation. 

Thefe  informers  had  gradually  rifen  to  that 
height  of  iniblence  and  audacity,  as  well  as  ra- 
pine, by  the  joint  encouragement   of  the   court 

ehofe  of  that  ne-innfion,  his  majefty  would  have  your  grace 
drreft  the  j  .'".'•.  -  of  peace  to  give  bo  fort  of  countenance  to 
the  fai'l  John  Smith,  and  his  profecution  againftthe  Quakers. 

"  Your  grace's  moft  faithful  ar.d  humble  fcrvant, 

"  SUNDERLAND.     P." 

"  To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Huntington, 
one  of  his  majefty's  molt  honourable 
j  rivy  council,  chief  recorder  of  Leicefter, 
cuftos  rotuiorum  of  the  county  of  Lei* 
CefteT* 

*  George  Whitehead  informs  u*,  that  fome  time  after 
the  trade  cf  informing  v.-a-  put  a  ftop  to,  George  Milton, 
who  had  been  a  verj  b  informer  to  feveral  friends  in 

Londoi  ,  .,!  d  to  himfelf  amongft  the  reft,  came  to  his  houfe, 
and  complained,  that  he  could  get  a  place  of  fervice  wicn  a 
g»-eat  perfon  ;  but  he  wanted  clothes,  or  money  to  buy 
fome  ;  and  that  he  gave  him  fome  money,  thus  rendering 
good  for  evil. 

and 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS.  177 

and  church  (fo  called)  i.  e.  the  high  church    ec-  c  H  a  p. 
clefiafticks,  as  hath  been  already  remarked  ;  but  ^J^j 
now  when  their  fecular  fupport  was  taken  away,     i6g6> 
the  ecclefiafticks,  loth  as  they  were  to  lofe  their 
fervice,  were  not  able   to    fupport  them   fingly, 
with  the  weight  of  the  court    againit  them ;  fo 
they  were   obliged,    though  reluctantly  to  give 
them  up. 


CHAP.         III. 

Another  Grievance  to  which  this  Society  was  ex~ 
pofed,  fuffering  as  Popiflj  Recufants. — Gives 
occafion  to  a  frejh  Application  to  the  King  for 
a  Noli  Profequi,  which  is  granted. — William 
Penn  fuppofed  a  ferviceable  AJJiflant  in  pro- 
curing the  King's  Favour. — His  Intimacy  at 
Court  fubjecls  him  to  much  Cenfure  and  Suf- 
picion. — George  Fox  writes  an  Epijile  to  Friends 
on  account  of  regaining  their  Liberty. — Account 
of  David  Barclay. — And  Anne  Whitehead. 

1  HERE  (till  remained  another  grievance,  and  chap. 
a  very  fevere   and    iniquitous    one,  unredreffed,  ' 

which  hath  been  repeatedly  noticed,  /.  e.  the  fuf-       ,„, 
ferings  of  friends,   as  popifh   recufants,  particu-  Another 
larly  the  act  of  -23  Eliz.  for  2cl.  a  month,  for  sriejan'e 
abfence  from  their  pariiTi .  churches  (fo   called)  ;  thispcople 
and    that  for    two-thirds  of   their    eftates,  were  *?sfeSpof' 
ftill  carried  into  execution,  whereby  many  friends  m%  as  po- 
Vol.    III.  M  were  fa,u,recu" 
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were  greatly  impoveri/hed  in  their  fubftance 
and  eflates ;  being  charged  or  cftreated  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  writs  annually  ifiued  out  from 
thence  againfl  them,  to  the  feveral  fherirTs,  to 
make  feizure  of  their  goods  and  eilates  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  confutations  ;  by  virtue  whereof,  rude, 
unprincipled  bailiffs-,  when  they  made  their  fei- 
zures  would  remain  in  the  houfes  eating  and 
drinking  until  all  the  goods  were  removed. 
Thefe  penal  laws  were  as  unjuftly  applied  to  the 
people  called  Quakers,  as  they  were  fevere  in 
the  extreme,  being  made  againlt  popifli  recufants, 
which  they  were  not. 

They  therefore  made  their  third  application  to 


They  apply 

for  a  Hoii     the  king  for  a  Noli  profcqui,  or  (lay   of  procefs 

jirofequi, 

who  grants 
it. 


W.  Perm 
fuppolcd  a 
ferviceahle 
afliflant  in 
procuring 
the  king's 
favour, 


in  the  Exchequer,  which  he  was  pleafed  to  grant ; 
and  gave  direction  to  the  lord  treafurer  and  at- 
torney-general, that  no  writs  mould  be  ifliied 
out  of  the  Exchequer  againil  friends  on  thefe 
accounts.  The  lord  treafurer  accordingly  fent 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  pipe  to  forbear 
making  out  any  procefs  againil  any  of  the  per- 
fons  in  the  annexed  lift:  (being  a  lift:  of  friends 
under  perfecutionj  and  if  any  procefs  were  made 
out,  to  fuperfede  the  fame.  They  met  with  fome 
difficulty  from  the  clerks  in  the  office,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fees  demanded,  which  appeared  to 
them  exorbitant ;  but  at  length  bringing  them 
to  more  reafonable  terms,  they  got  the  bufinefs 
effected,  whereby  the  great  damage  or  ruin  of 
fome  hundreds  of  friends  was  prevented,  and 
many  thoufand  pounds  laved  in  their  eflates. 

Although  I  do  not  find  William  Penn's  name 
amongiT.  the  applicants  to  the  king,  in  thefe 
exertions  for  the  relief  of  his  friends  from  the 
grievous  fufferings  to  which  they  were  expofed, 

I  prefumc 
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I  prefume  he  might  be  very  inftrumental  in  cul-  chap. 
tivating  a  friendly  difpofition  towards  the  fociety  |JV 
of  which  he  was  a  member.    For  he  having  had     l6g6 
an  intimacy  with  the  King,  when  Duke  of  York, 
for  whom,  excepting  their  difference   in  matters 
of  religion,  the  duke  had   always    difcovered  a 
perfonal  refpect  and   efteem,  was  induced  by  the 
repeated  proteftations  he  had  heard  him  make,  to 
believe  he  was  really  principled  for    granting  li- 
berty of  confcience,   and  accordingly   embraced 
the  prefent  opportunity  of  foliciting  for  the  relief 
of  his  innocent  and  fuffering  friends  ;  and  that 
he  might  be  the  nearer  on  all  occafions  for  ferv- 
ing  them  and  others,  took   lodgings  this  year 
near  Kenfington. 

And  here  his  acquaintance  and  frequency  at  w.  Penn's 
court,  where   it  was  generally  thought  thofe  o^JJUJTX?* 
the  king's  religion  were  mod  favourably  receiv-je&shim 
ed,  fubjected  him  to  the  undeferved   cenfure   of  c°Xre  and 
fuch  as  leafl  knew  him,  as  being  a  papift  or  je-  fufpicion. 
fuit,  or  at  lead  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with 
the  jefuits  at  Rome ;  and  this  miftaken  notion 
was  not  entertained  by  the  common  people  only, 
but  began  to  get  admiiTion   into    the   minds    of 
fome  perfons  of  better  judgment ;  and  amongfl 
others    his  acquaintance    John   Tillotfon   (after- 
ward  Archbifhop   of  Canterbury)  having   let  in 
a  fufpicion  of  this  nature,  dropped  fome  expref- 
fions,  which  were  improved  to  his  difadvantage. 
William  Penn  wrote  a  letter  to  him  on  the  fub- 
jec~t,  which  introduced  a  correfpondence,   termi- 
nating in  Tillotfon's  full  conviction  that  his  fuf- 
picion was  groundlefs*. 

*  William  Penn's  life,  page  93. 

M  2  The 
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p.  The  condefcenfion  and  ready  compliance  of 
the  king  with  thefe  fucceffive  applications  for  re- 
lief, and  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  thereby,  how- 
ever they  may  be  viewed  by  others,  were  by  this 
body  of  people  attributed  neither  to  political 
projects,  nor  the  king's  companion  merely,  but 
to  proceed  from  an  hand  higher  than  the  king's, 
which  turns  the  actions,  confultations  and  de- 
figns  of  men  to  his  own  wife  and  gracious  pur- 
pofes,  who  having  in  unfearchable  wifdom  permit- 
ted their  faith  and  patience  to  be  tried,  was  now, 
in  his  own  time,  pleafed  to  work  their  deliver- 
ance :  They  were  therefore  thankful  to  the  fu- 
preme  being  as  the  original  caufe,  and  to  the 
king  as  the  mediate  adminiftrator  of  the  fa- 
vour. 

It  was  a  great  confolation  to  the  members  of 
this  fociety,  at  their  enfuing  annual  meeting  in 
London,  to  have  the  company  of  many  valuable 
friends,  whofe  faces  had  not  been  feen  there  for 
many  years,  having  been  immured  in  prifon, 
fome  of  them  twelve  or  fifteen  years  and  up- 
wards, for  no  crime,  but  endeavouring   to  keep 


a  good  confcience  towards  God.  George  Fox, 
who  refided  now  moftly  in  and  about  London, 
being  on  every  occafion  watchful  over  his  friends 


their 

bertjr 


G.  Fox 

writes  an 
epiftle  of 
caution  to 

o'ecafiono"  for  good,  wrote  an  epiftle  of  caution  to  them, 
regaining  i0  beware  of  careleflnefs  and  lukewarmnefs,  creep- 
ing in  through  the  liberty  with  which  they  were 
riow  favoured,  fignifying  "  that  the  Lord  by  his 
"  power  had  influenced  the  king's  heart  to  open 
"  the  prifon  doors,  whereby  about  one  thoufand 
"  five  hundred  are  fet  at  liberty ;  and  to  give 
"  a  check  to  the  informers,  fo  that  in  many 
"  places  meetings  are  pretty  quiet.  My  defires 
"  are  that  both  liberty  and  fufferings  may  all  be 

"  fandified 
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"  fanctificd  to  his  people  ;  and  friends  may  prize  chap. 
"  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  in  all  things,  and  to  ^   _", 
M  him  be  thankful,  who  iiilleth  the  raging  waves     l6g6< 
"  of  the  feas,  allayeth  the  florms   and  tempefts, 
"  and  maketh  a  calm." 

In  this  year  David  Barclay  departed  this  life  Account  of 
at  his  houie  at  Ury  in  Scotland,  and  by  his  ex-  ci^vl 
preiTions  on  his  death  bed  clearly  manifefted  the 
great  bleffing  and  benefit  of  having  through  life 
an  eye  to  this  awful  clofing  fcene  ;  in  confidera- 
tion  whereof  he  was  endued  with  fortitude  to 
deny  himfelf  of  the  vanity,  the  fplendour  and 
honour  of  this  world,  to  a  confiderable  (hare  of 
which  his  rank  in  life  might  have  entitled  him, 
in  fearch  of  true  piety  and  peace  of  mind,  a- 
mongft  a  people  defpifed,  and  every  where  fpoken 
againft.  In  the  latter  end  of  September  this 
year,  being  the  feventy-nxth  year  of  his  age,  he 
was  taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and  was  alfo  afflicted 
with  the  gravel,  which  continued  upon  him  for 
two  weeks  ;  during  which  time  he  difcovered  a 
quiet  and  contented  mind,  in  no  wife  diflurbed 
with  the  profpect  of  the  future  ;  for  which  he 
had  been  mindful  to  prepare  through  the  courfe 
of  his  life.  He  was  preferved  in  refignation  and 
patience  under  great  pain,  being  fupported  under 
the  feeling  of  a  lively  hope  of  mortly  attaining 
admiflion  into  the  manfions  of  felicity,  unallay- 
ed  with  forrow  or  pain.  Two  days  before  his 
death  he  faid  to  his  fon  Robert,  I  pall  go  to  the 
Lord,  and  be  gathered  to  many  of  my  brethren, 
who  are  gone  before  me.  The  next  morning  early, 
his  faid  fon  watching  by  him,  and  exprefling  his 
defire,  that  he  who  loved  him  might  be  near  him 
to  his  end,  he  anfwered,  the  Lord  is  nigh  me. 
And,  as  comforted  in  the  profpect   of  his  fon's 

fucceeding 
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chap  fucceeding  him,  in  a  life  of  piety,  virtue  and  re- 
^__^,  ligious  conversation,  he  faid,  the  perfecl  difco- 
1686.  very  °f  ^e  day  fpring  from  on  high,  how  great  a 
blejjing  hath  it  been  to  me  and  my  family  !  The 
apothecary  who  attended  him,  vifiting  him  in 
the  courfe  of  his  employment,  he  took  him 
by  the  hand  and  faid,  thou  wilt  bear  me  witnefs, 
that  in  all  this  exercife  I  have  not  been  curious  to 
pamper  the  fiejh.  To  which  the  apothecary  re- 
plied, Sir,  I  can  bear  witnefs,  that  you  have  al- 
ways minded  the  better  and  more  fubftantial  part ; 
and  I  rejoice  to  fee  the  blcffed  end  the  Lord  is  bring- 
ing you  to.  In  the  afternoon  feveral  of  his  friends 
came  to  fee  him ;  he  faid,  they  came  in  a  fea- 
fonable  time,  and  after  fome  words  were  fpoken, 
and  Patrick  Levingftone  had  prayed,  the  fick 
man  lift  up  his  hands  and  faid,  Amen,  Amen 
for  ever  !  Adding,  how  precious  is  the  love  of 
God  among  his  children,  and  their  love  one  to  ano- 
ther !  thereby  jhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are 
ChrijYs  difciples,  if  ye  love  one  another.  My  love 
is  with  you,  and  I  leave  it  among  you.  Several 
of  his  friend?  ftanding  round  his  bed,  perceiv- 
ing fome  of  them  fhedding  tears,  he  faid,  "  dear 
"  friends,  all  mind  the  inward  man,  heed  not 
"  the  outward.  There  is  one  that  doth  reward, 
"  the  Lord  of  Hods  is  his  name."  His  laft  ex- 
preffions  were  uttered  in  prayer.  "  Praifes  to 
"  the  Lord.  Let  now  thy  fervant  depart  in 
"  peace.  Into  thy  hands,  O  Father,  I  commit 
"  my  foul,  fpirit  and  body.  Thy  will  O  Lord, 
"  be  done,  in  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven." 
And  foon  after  he  breathed  his  laft. 

And  notwithstanding  he  had  defired,  that  he 
might  be  interred  without  much  parade,  and 
that  not  many  fhould  be  invited  to  his  funeral, 

his 
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his  remains  were  attended  to  the  grave  by  a  nu-  chap. 
merous    train,    particularly  of  the  higher  rank,       'V 
•who,   from  the  regard  they  bore  to  his  memory,      ,_, 
came  uninvited,  to  pay  this  laft  office  of  refpect 
thereto. 

This  year  alfo  Anne  Whitehead,  wife  of  Account  of 
George  Whitehead,  mentioned  in  this  work  ^™itehead. 
oftener  than  once,  by  the  name  of  Anne  Dow- 
ner, departed  this  life  ;  a  woman  religioufly  in- 
clined from  her  early  youth,  who  followed  the 
mofi  approved  preachers,  and  ufed  the  bed 
means,  as  far  as  ihe  could  difcover  them,  to  in- 
fure  her  prefent  and  future  peace  and  happinefs3 ; 
and  when  the  miniiters,  bearing  the  reproachful 
name  of  Quakers,  came  to  the  city  of  London, 
where  fhe  dwelt,  me  was  one  of  the  firfl  who 
received  their  miniftry,  and  was  diftinguifhed 
there  by  that  name  of  reproach.  Being  con- 
vinced of  the  inward  principle  of  the  grace  of 
God,  flie  yielded  obedience  to  the  convictions 
thereof;  and  by  laying  afide  not  only  manifeif. 
evils,  but  every  thing,  which,  by  the  light  fhe 
was  favoured  with,  was  difcovered  to  be  an  idol 
of  her  affections,  or  an  obftacle  to  her  progrefs 
in  religion  j  through  many  trials  and  fufferings 
fhe  experienced  a  growth  therein,  and  in  due 
time  was  called  and  qualified  to  preach  to  others 
from  her  own  experience  of  the  work  of  fanc- 
tification.  Being  fent  for  to  attend  George  Fox 
and  his  fellow-prifoners  at  Launceflon  in  1656, 
as  before  remarked,  fhe  travelled  thither  on  foot, 
two  hundred  miles,  and  in  that  journey  was  in- 
flrumental  to  convince  many  of  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine  fhe  publifhed,  fome  of  whom  were  of 
account  in  the  world.  And  in  her  return  fhe 
confirmed    and    eflablifhed    feveral   who   were 

newly 
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c  h  a  p.  newly  convinced;  and  in  the  year  1658,  me 
'U.  travelled  in  the  fouthern  counties,  and  the  ifle 
l6gr  of  Wight.  She  was  married  firft  to  Benjamin 
Greenwell,  a  grocer  in  Bifhop's-gate-ftreet,  and 
afterwards  to  George  Whitehead.  She  was  a 
woman  remarkably  confpicuous  in  her  day  for 
her  fingular  piety,  benevolence  and  charity,  a- 
dorned  with  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above, 
pure,  peaceable,  gentle  and  eafy  to  be  entreat- 
ed, full  of  mercy  and  full  of  good  fruits  ;  fpend- 
ing  much  of  her  time  in  vifiting  the  poor,  the  im- 
prifoned,  the  fick,  the  fatherlefs  and  the  wi- 
dows, in  their  afflictions,  and  taking  care  that 
nothing  might  be  lacking  for  their  relief.  In 
tender  fympathy  with  the  afflicted,  willingnefs 
to  diftribute,  readinefs  to  communicate,  and  zea- 
lous exertions  to  do  good  to  others,  fhe  had 
few  equals  ;  fo  that  it  might  be  faid  of  her, 
though  many  daughters  have  done  virtuouJJy,  (he 
(in  lb  me  refpecls)  exceeded  them  all.  She  was 
juftly  efteemed  an  ornament  to  her  profefllon, 
for  which  fhe  undauntedly  fuffered,  when  it  fell 
to  her  lot.  She  held  her  integrity  to  the  laft. 
When  fhe  was  vifited  with  her  laft  ficknefs,  fhe 
was  removed  out  of  London,  about  fix  miles, 
and  her  diforder  encreafing  upon  her,  fhe  per- 
ceived it  was  like  to  prove  mortal ;  but  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  her  approaching  end  occafioncd 
no  terror  or  perturbation  in  her  well-prepared 
mind,  having  filled  up  her  place  in  the  creation, 
fhe  feemed  in  a  good  meafure  prepared  to  receive 
the  fentence  of,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
fervant — enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord  ;"  under 
the  animating  profpect  whereof,  fhe  fignified  her 
refignation  and  lively  hope  in  fundry  favory  and 
affecting  exprefTions  to  her   friends,  who  came 

to 
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to  vifit  her  on  her  death  bed.  To  her  ancient 
friend  Mary  Stout,  who  alking,  if  fhe  knew  her, 
fhe  replied,  "  Yes,  very  well,  'tis  Mary  Stout.  7T7" 
I  have  my  memory  very  well,  and  my  un- 
derstanding is  clear,  though  I  am  very  weak ; 
but  I  am  given  up  to  the  will  of  the  Lord, 
whether  to  live  or  to  die ;  for  I  have  been 
faithful  to  him  in  what  I  knew,  both  in  life 
and  death."  Perceiving  fome  in  trouble  con- 
cerning her,  fhe  faid,  "  There  is  no  caufe  for 
you  to  be  troubled  or  concerned,  for  I  am 
well  and  in  peace."  To  another  vifitor,  "  If 
I  never  fee  thy  face  more,  it  is  well  with  me— 
God  knoweth  my  integrity,  and  how  I  have 
been,  and  walked  before  him."  At  another 
time,  nearer  her  diflblution,  "  I  have  done  with 
all  things  in  this  life,  and  have  nothing  that 
troubles  me ;  but  am  in  true  peace  and  eafe 
every  way."  She  thus  departed  in  peace  the 
27th  of  the  5th  month  1686,  about  fixty-three 
years  of  age,  leaving  impreffions  of  affectionate 
regard  to  her  memory  in  the  hearts  of  many,  to 
whom  fhe  had  been  helpful  by  her  minifierial, 
or  by  her  charitable  fervices. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       IV. 
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Informers  and  their  Abettors  in  danger,  through 
an  Enquiry  into  their  Application  of  the  Fines 
they  had  recovered. — Revocation  of  the  Edit!  of 
Nantz. — Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience. 
— For  which  the  Diffenters  prefent  Addreffts  of 
Thanks  to  the  King. — Addrefs  of  the  People 
called  Quakers  of  the  City  of  London. — Second 
Addrefs  from  the  yearly  Meeting  on  behalf  of 
the  Body  at  large. — Both  the  King  and  the  Dif- 
fenters defire  the  Repeal  of  the  Penal  Laws,  but 
with  different  Views. — Application  to  the  Prince 
cf  Orange  in  favour  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Penal 
Laws  and  Tcjl. — He  is  willing  the  former 
fjjould  be  repealed,  but  not  the  latter. — Second 
Declaration  for  Liberty  of  Confcience. — Ordered 
to  be  diflribufed  by  the  Bifoops,  to  be  read  in  all 
Churches  and  Chapels. — Seven  of  them  floew  the 
Reafons  why  they  cannot  comply. — For  which 
they  are  imprifoned  in  the  Tower. — Robert  Bar- 
clay hath  a  Conference  with  the  Bijhops  in  the 
Tower. — Perfecutionfubfules. — The  People  called 
Quakers  petition  the  King  for  relief  in  refpeft  to 
their  Sufferings  for  Tithes. 

CHAP.  ■■■  HE  people  called  Quakers  and  other  diflen- 
iv.      ters  being  thus  providentially  reicued  from  the 

v^v-^  tvranny  of  periecuting  juflices,  high-churchmen 
1687.    and  informers,  theie  periecutors  were  now  made 

to 
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to   feel  a   little  of  the  uneafinefs   they  had,  in  c  h  a  p. 
the  wantonnefs  of  power  *,  abundantly  occafioned      iv. 
to   others    without    pity    and    without    mercy.  v— " v-»-/ 
The   king,    probably    from  the  aforefaid  difco-     l687- 
very  of  the  practices  of  the  informers  and  their  and^theTr 
confederates,  appointed  commimoners  to  enquire  abettors 
what  money   had  been  raifed,    or   what  goods  imofanger 
had  been  feized  by  diftrefs  on  diffenters  on  pro-  by.an  en~ 
fecutions  for  recufancy,  and  not  brought  to  ac-  their  appli- , 
count  in    the    Exchequer,  and  what  money  or*a^"e°f 
goods  had  been   received  for  any  matters  relat-  they  had 
ing  to  religion  fince  September   1677,    in   any recovered- 
of    the  counties    for   which   they  were   named. 
They  were  to  return  the  names   of  all  perfons, 
who  had  feized  goods  or  received  money.     This 
flruck  a  terror  into  the  whole  tribe  of  informers, 
the  juftices   and    others    connected  with    them, 
who    were  ill  provided    to   make    up   their   ac- 
counts,   being   generally    poor   or    extravagant, 
they   are   faid  to   have  moftly  fliared  the  booty 
amongft    themfelves,    without   either   giving   to 
the  king  or  to  the  poor  the  (hare    appointed   by 
law ;  fo  that  if  profecuted  they  were  threatened 
with  ruin  from  this  enquiry b ;  but   it  doth   not 
appear  the  proteftant  dilfenters  were  forward  to 
appear  againit  them,  it  being  reported  that  affii- 
rances    were   given   by    leading    perfons,    both 
clergy  and  laity,  that  if  they  would  not  appear 
no  fuch  methods  mould  be  purfued  in  future. 

The  dread  and   averfion  which  the  people  of 
England  entertained  of  the  Romifn   religion  re- 
ceived additional  ftrength  and  influence   by  an 
occurrence  which  happened  this    year.       Louis  Revocation 
the    Fourteenth  revoked   the   edict   of   Nantz, of  the  edilft 

7  of  Nantz. 
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c  H  a  p.  which  had  been  publifhed  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
lv*      for  the  fecuiity  of  the  protectants,    and  which 
^ZC^   had    been   declared    irrevocable.      They     were 
7'    immediately  diitrefied  by  all  the  rigours  of  per- 
fection,   whereby    multitudes    of    them    were 
driven   to   feek    in   foreign   nations    an  afylum 
from  the  feverities  inflicted  upon  them  at  home. 
Near    fifty  thoufand    took   refuge   in   England, 
and  brought  fuch  difmal  accounts   of  the  cruel 
treatment  they   had  undergone,  as  produced  in 
all  the  protectants  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  the 
fanguinary,  cruel  and  perfidious  fpirit  of  popery. 
The  king's  friendly  reception  and   protection  of 
the  fugitives,  and  his  affecting  highly  to  blame 
the  king  of  France,  were  ineffectual  to  cure  his 
fubjects   of  their  jealoufy  of  him,  or  their    anti- 
pathy to  his  religion. 
The  king's       The    forepart   of    the    fucceeding   year   king 
declaration  james  publifhed  a  declaration  for  liberty  of  con- 

for  liberty  of  J  .  r  '    .  J 

coofcience.  lcience  to  all  his  iubjeets,  ordering  that  hence- 
forth the  execution  of  all  penal  laws  concerning 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  for  not  coming  to  church, 
for  not  receiving  the  facraments,  or  for  any 
other  non-conformity  with  the  eftablifhed  reli- 
gion, or  for  performing  religious  worfhip  in  any 
other  way,  mould  be  fufpended. 

Although  this  liberty  was  only  granted  by 
the  king  himfelf,  and  the  parliament  when  af- 
fembled  might  call  his  power  in  queftion,  as 
they  had  done  his  brother's  in  the  like  cafe, 
yet  the  diifenters  of  every  clafs,  wearied  out 
with  the  length  and  feverity  of  their  fufferings 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  church  (fo  called) 
being  lefs  attentive,  perhaps,  at  this  time  to 
any  unifier  view  which  might  give  rife  to  it, 
or  to   the  legality  of  it,    than  rejoicing  at  the 

{late 
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flate  of    eafe    they  found    themfelves    in,    pre-  chap. 
fented   addrefTes  of  thanks  to   the  king  for  his      iv. 
faid  gracious  declaration  ;  and  the  people  called  ' — s->~J 
Quakers    of    the  city  of    London ;    feeing   that     1687. 
thofe  of  other  perfuafions  had  gone  up  to  court  {j^jfljj 
with   fuch  addreffes,  that   they  might  not  feem  ters  prefent 
lefs  fenfible  of  the  relief  which  they,  who   had  thanks" ( 
fuftered  more  feverely  than  any  others,  received, 
thought  it  expedient  alfo  to  wait  upon  the  king 
with  the  following  addrefs  : 

"  To  King  James  II.  over  England,  &c. 

"  The  humble  and  thankful  addrefs  of  feveral 
"  of  the  king's  fubjects,  commonly  called 
"  Quakers,  in  and  about  the  city  of  London, 
"  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  thofe  of  their 
"  communion. 

"  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

Addrefs  of 

"  Though  we  are  not  the  firft  in  this  way,  %^°^_ 
yet  we  hope  we  are  not  the  leafl  fenfible   ofkers  in  the 
the  great  favours,  we  are  come  to  prefent  the  &X0 
king  our  humble,    open   and    hearty  thanks 
for,    lince  no   people  have    received    greater 
benefits,  as  well  by  opening  our  prifon-doors, 
as  by  his  late  excellent   and  chriftian  decla- 
ration for  liberty  of  confcience,  none  having 
more  feverely  fuffered,  nor  flood  more  gene- 
rally  expofed  to  the   malice  of  ill  men  upon 
the  account  of  religion  ;  and  though    we  en- 
tertain this  act  of  mercy  with  all  the  acknow- 
ledgments of  a  perfecuted  and  grateful    peo- 
ple, yet  we  muff,  needs  fay  it  doth  the  lefs  fur- 
prize  us,  fince   it   is   what  fome  of  us  have 

"  known 
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chap."  known  to  have  been  the  declared  principle  of 
Iv«      "  the   king,    as  well    long  before    as   fince  he 

v-"~v — '  "  came  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 
1687.  "  And  as  we  rejoice  to  fee  the  day  that  a 
"  king  of  England  fhould,  from  his  royal  feat, 
"  fo  univerfally  aflert  this  glorious  principle, 
"  that  confcience  ought  not  to  be  conftrained, 
"  nor  people  forced  for  matters  of  mere  reli- 
"  gion  (the  want  of  which  happy  conduct  in 
**  government  has  been  the  defolation  of  coun- 
"  tries  and  reproach  of  religion)  fo  we  do, 
c<  with  humble  and  fincere  hearts,  render  to 
"  God  firfl,  and  the  king  next,  our  fenfible 
"  acknowledgments  ;  and  becaufe  they  cannot 
"  be  better  exprefied  than  in  a  godly,  peace- 
"  able  and  dutiful  life,  it  (hall  be  our  endea- 
"  vour  (with  God's  help)  always  to  approve 
"  ourfelves  the  king's  faithful  and  loving  fub- 
"  jects  ;  and  we  hope  that  after  this  gracious 
"  ftep  the  king  hath  made  towards  the  union  of 
"  his  people  and  fecurity  of  their  common  in- 
"  tereit  has  had  a  due  confideration,  there  will 
"  be  no  room  left  for  thofe  fears  and  jealoufies 
"  that  might  render  the  king's  reign  uneafy,  or 
"  any  of  them  unhappy. 

"  That  which  remains,  great  prince,  for  us 
"  to  do,  is  to  befeech  Almighty  God  (by  whom 
"  kings  reign  and  princes  decree  jufiice)  to 
"  infpire  thee  more  and  more  with  his  excel- 
"  lent  wifdom  and  understanding,  to  purfue 
"  this  chriltian  defign  of  eafe  to  all  religious 
"  diffenters  with  the  moft  agreeable  and  lailing 
"  methods  ;  and  we  pray  God  to  blefs  the 
"  king,  his  royal  family  and  people  with  grace 
"  and   peace,  and  that  after  a  long  and  prof- 

"  perous 
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w  perous  reign  here,   he  may  receive  a  better  chap. 
u  crown  amongft  the  blefled.  v— ^L> 

"  Which  is  the  prayer  of,  &c."  l68<7< 

This  addrefs  met  with  a  favourable  reception; 
but  being  prefented  by  friends  of  London  only, 
at  the  enfuing  yearly  meeting  held  in  that  city, 
conftimted  of  reprefentatives  from  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  nation,  a  fecond  addrefs  was  drawn 
up  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  community 
at  large,  deputing  amongft  others  William  Penn 
to  deliver  it,  who  introduced  the  delivery  with 
the  following  fpeech  : 

"  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 

"  It  was  the   faying  of  our   blefled  Lord  to  Scron(j  id„ 
*'  the  captious  Jews  in  the  cafe  of  tribute,  rcn- drefs  from 
"  der  to  Cafar  the  things  that  are  Cafar's,  and  to  meeting  of 
"  God  the  things  that  are  God's.     As  this    dif-  £°hn<J^'f  °" 
"  unction  ought  to  be  obferved  by   all  men  in  the  body  at 
"  the  conduct,  of  their  lives,  fo   the  king  haslarse- 
"  given  us   an  illuflrious  example    in   his  own 
**  perfon  that  excites  us  to  it :  for  while  he  was 
"  a  fubject.,  he  gave  Csefar  his  tribute,  and  now 
"  he  is  a  Csfar,  he  gives  God  his  due,  viz.  the 
"  fovereignty  over  confciences.     It  were   a    great 
"  fliame,  then,  for   any  Englifhman  (that  pro- 
<c  feffes  chriilianity)   not   to  give  God    his  due. 
t;  By  this  grace  he  has  relieved  his  diftreffed  fub- 
"  jefts  from   their    cruel   fufFerings,  and    raifed 
"  to  himfelf  a  new  and  lading  empire,  by   add- 
"  ing  their  affections  to  their  duty  :  and  we  pray 
"  God  to  continue  the  king  in  this  noble  refolu- 
"  tion  ;  for  he  .is  now  upon  a  principle  that  has 
"  good-nature,  chriilianity,  and  the  good  of  civil 

"  fociety 
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chap"  fociety   on    its  fide  ;    a  fecurity  to  him   be- 
^^v-      "  yond  the  little  arts  of  government. 

,  "  I  would  not  that  any  mould  think  that  we 

"  came  hither  with  defign  to  fill  the  Gazette  with 
"  our  thanks  ;  but  as  our  fufferings  would  have 
"  moved  (tones  to  compafhon,  fo  we  mould  be 
"  harder,  if  we  were  not  moved  to  gratitude. 

"  Now  fince  the  king's  mercy  and  goodnefs 
"  have  reached  to  us  throughout  the  kingdom 
c;  of  England,  and  principality  of  Wales,  our 
"  general  afiembly  from  all  thole  parts,  met  at 
"  London  about  our  church  affairs,  has  appoint- 
"  ed  us  to  wait  upon  the  king  with  our  humble 
u  thanks,  and  me  to  deliver  them  ;  which  I  do 
"  by  this  address,  with  all  the  affection  and  re- 
"  fpecl:  of  a  dutiful  fubjecV' 

The    A    D    D     R    E     S     S. 

"  To  King  JAMES  the  Second,  over  England, 
&c." 

"  The  humble  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
"  his  peaceable  fubjects  called  Quakers,  in 
"  this  kingdom. 

"  From  their  ufual  yearly  meeting  in  London, 
"  the  19th  day  of  the  3d  month,  vulgarly 
"  called  May,   1687. 

"  We  cannot  but  blefs  and  praife  the  name 
"  of  Almighty  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of 
"  princes  in  his  hand,  that  he  hath  inclined  the 
"  king  to  hear  the  cries  of  his  fuffering  fubjects 
"  for  conscience  fake  :  And  we  rejoice,  that  in- 

"  itead 
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"  (lead  of  troubling  him  with  complaints  of  our  c  H  £  p. 
"  fufferings,  he  hath  given  us  fo  eminent  an  oc-  ^^v_!w, 
"  cafion  to  prefent  him  with  our  thanks:  And  ^87. 
"  fmce  it  hath  pleafed  the  king,  out  of  his  great 
"  compaliion,  thus  to  'commiferate  our  afflicted 
"  condition,  which  hath  fo  panicularly  appear- 
"  ed  by  his  gracious  proclamation,  and  warrants 
"  laft  year,  whereby  twelve  hundred  prifoners 
"  were  releafed  from  their  fevere  imprifonments, 
"  and  many  others  from  fpoil  and  ruin  in  their 
"  eftates  and  properties ;  and  his  princely  fpeech 
"  in  council,  and  chrillian  declaration  for  liberty 
"  of  confcience,  in  which  he  doth  not  only  ex- 
"  prefs  his  averfion  to  all  force  upon  confcience, 
"  and  grant  all  his  diffenting  fubjecls  an  ample 
"  liberty  to  worfhip  God,  in  the  way  they  are 
"  perfuaded  is  moft  agreeable  to  his  will,  but 
"  gives  them  his  kingly  word  the  fame  fhall 
"  continue  during  his  reign  ;  we  do  (as  our 
"  friends  of  this  city  have  already  done)  render 
"  the  king  our  humble,  chriftian,  and  thank- 
"  ful  acknowledgements,  not  only  in  behalf  of 
"  ourfelves,  but  with  refpecl  to  our  friends 
"  throughout  England  and  Wales  :  And  pray 
"  God,  with  all  our  hearts,  to  blefs  and  pre- 
"  ferve  thee,  O  king,  and  thofe  under  thee,  in 
"  fo  good  a  work :  And  as  we  can  affure  the 
"  king  it  is  well  accepted  in  the  feveral  coun- 
"  ties  from  whence  we  came,  fo  we  hope  the 
"  good  effeds  thereof,  for  the  peace,  trade,  and 
"  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  will  produce  fuch 
"  a  concurrence  -from  the  parliament,  as  may 
"  fecure  it  to  our  pofterity  in  after-times  :  And 
"  while  we  live,  it  fhall  be  our  endeavour 
"  (through  God's  grace)  to  demean  ourfelves, 
Vol.III.  N  "  as, 
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c  hap."  as,  in   conference  to   God,  and  duty    to  the 
^J..  "  king,  we  are  obliged, 


1687. 


"  His  peaceable,  loving  and  faithful  fubiects." 

The     K     I     N     G  '  s     Anfvver. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  addrefs  :  Some 
"  of  you  know  (I  am  lure  you  do,  Mr.  Penn) 
"  that  it  was  always  my  principle,  that  confei- 
"  ence  ought  not  to  be  forced ;  and  that  all 
"  men  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  their  con- 
"  fcience  :  And  what  I  have  promifed  in  my  de- 
"  claration,  I  will  continue  to  perform  as  long 
"  as  I  live  :  and  I  hope,  before  I  die,  to  fettle  it 
"  fo,  that  after-ages  {hall  have  no  reafon  to  alter 
<•  it." 

Some  have  objected  againft  our  friends  and 
other  diifenters,  for  addrelfing  king  James,  upon 
the  aforefaid  declaration  of  indulgence,  as  though 
they  had  thereby  countenanced  the  king's  dif- 
peiifing  with  the  laws  in  general  :  Let  fuch  ob- 
serve their  imputation,  as  to  the  people  called 
Quakers,  fufficiently  guarded  againit  in  that  part 
of  their  addrefs,  where  they  fay,  "  We  hope 
"  the  good  effects  thereof,  for  the  peace,  trade 
"  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  may  produce 
"  fuch  a  concurrence  from  the  parliament,  as 
"  will  fecure  it  to  our  pofterity." 

Many  of  this  people,  being  themfelves  men  of 
finccrity  and  fimplicity  of  heart,  might  appre- 
hend the  king  to  be  in  earned  in  his  profellions 
in  favour  of  liberty  of  confeience. 

Yet 
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Yet  from  their  experience  in  the  former  reign,  chap. 
of  the  precarious  duration   of  fuch  indulgence,  VJV" 
without  the  fanction  of  an  ad:   of  the  whole  le-      68 
giflature,  they   looked  upon  the  liberty  granted 
them  uncertain  and  infecure,  until   it  mould  be 
ratified  by   the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  whofe 
concurrence  they  efleemed  requifite  to  give   (la- 
bility and  permanency  to  the  privileges  they  now 
enjoyed  ;  accordingly  they  properly  exprefs  their 
gratitude  to  the  king  for  what  he  had  done  in 
their   favour,  and   modeftly   hinted  their    fenti- 
ments  of  what  they  apprehended  yet  wanting  to 
be  done  to  complete  the  favour. 

But  although  the  diffenters,  as  well  as  the  king,  Although 

were   defirous  that   the   repeal  of  the  penal  laws  tCrS  defircd 

might  receive  a  parliamentary  fanclion,  yet   the  a  rePeal  of 

ends  they  had  refpedively  in  view  were  fuch  as Uwvm 

to  prevent   a  cordial  coalition.      James's  defign  ™cl1  as  thc 
1  1  lii  k'»g>  yet 

became  every  day  more  and  more  clearly  appa-  their  views 

rent,  to  center  entirely  in  the  promoting  and  aP.*£*r  dif_ 
eftabli filing  of  popery  in  the  nation,  to  which  ferent. 
the  diffenters  were  no  lefs  averfe  than  the  efta- 
blifhed  church  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  eafe 
and  even  favours  which  they  enjoyed,  under  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  the  king  towards  them, 
yet  they  began  clearly  to  perceive  all  thefe  flat- 
tering meafures  were  ultimately  defigned  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Romanifts ;  and  therefore  they  placed 
but  little  confidence  in  the  king's  favours,  and 
cautioufly  abftained  from  lending  their  affiflance 
to  meafures,  the  defign  of  which  they  did  not 
inwardly  approve. 

Notwithftanding  the  king  had  prohibited    the 
proteflant  preachers  to  meddle  with  controverted 
points,    feveral    of  them    continued   their   exer- 
tions in  the  proteflant  caufe  ;  the  king,  provoked 
N  2  at 
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c  h  a  p;  at  tins  oppofition,    broke   all  meafures  with   the 
^__^  church,    fo  called;  he  erected  a  new  ecclefialli- 
l6g       cal  commiffion,  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  man- 
dates.    He  fent  an  ambafiador  to   Rome,  to  ac- 
knowledge his  fpiritual  obedience   to   the  Pope, 
and  reconcile  his   kingdoms  to   him.     A  popifh 
nuncio   was  fent  to  London,  who  made  his  pub- 
lic entry  at  Windfor,  with  all  the   ufual    forma- 
lities.    He  attempted   to   force   papilts  into  the 
Univerfities,  and   fucceeded  at  Oxford.     By  all 
thefe  arbitrary  acts  he  fhocked  the  fentiments  of 
his  fubjects,  confirmed   their    abhorrence   of  his 
meafures,  and  precipitated  his  own  downfat. 
Application      A3  the  difienters  in  general  were  well  affected 
prince  of     t0    tne    Prince   of  Orange,    and  the   nation  re- 
f;i-    garded  the  princefs  as  heir  apparent  to  the  crown, 
the  repeal    the    king   next    directed,   that   their   fentiments 
nal  might   be   procured  upon  the  fubject,   in  hopes 
aci«,  '       that  if  the  prince  mould  declare  in  their  favour, 
it  might  have  a  beneficial  influence  on   the  deli- 
berations of  a  parliament.  The  prince,  naturally 
of  a  referved  temper,  was  not  forward  to  inter- 
meddle in  the  matter  ;  but  at  lafi,  leil  his  filence 
might  be   imagined   an    acquiefcence,    the  pcn- 
fionary  Fagel  was  authorized  to  convey  the  fenti- 
ments of  himfelf  and  the  princefs,  through    the 
hands  of  Stuart,  who  had  correfponded  with  him 
on  the  fubject,  which  were  afterwards  publish- 
ed to   the  nation,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that 
who  is  win-  they  were  willing  to  affent  to  the  repeal    of  the 
IS  repeal  p«ial  laws,  as  far  as.  they   laid    any  reftraint  on 
ofthi  penal  the  free  liberty  of  the   confcientious  exercife  of 
noTofthe   religious  worfhip,  which  they  were  willing  mould 
tcrt-  be  enjoyed  in  the  fulled  extent  ;  but  as  for  the 

tell,  and  thofe  laws  which  debarred  the  papiils 
from  fitting  in  parliament,  or  getting  into  places 

of 
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of  truft  and  profit   in  government,  they   could  chap. 
by   no  means  agree  to  the   repeal    of  thefe,    as  ^^J^ 
they  were  not  like  the  others,  laws    of  punifh-     l6§n> 
ment  or  perfecution,  but  merely  a   neceflary   fe- 
curity  of  the  proteftant  religion.    When  this  was 
published  it  gave  the  proteftants  frefh  fpirits  and 
encouragement  ;    but  very   much    difgufted  the 
king. 

When  thefe  attempts   failed,  the  king,  deter-     1 638. 
minately  bent  on   carrying  his  point,  and  mor- 
tifying the  church  of  England,  from  whom  the 
weight    of  oppofition  arofe,  on  the   27th  of  the 
2d  month  April  168  8,*  published  a  fecond  decla-  second  de- 
ration for  liberty  of  confcience,  fuller   than  the  f„a/i™ty 
former,  exciting  his  fubjecls  to  accede  to  it,  andofconfci- 
to  chufe  fuch  members  of  parliament  as  might encc' 
do  their  parts  to  finifh  what   he  had  begun,  fig- 
nifying  his  refolution  to  convene  a  parliament  to 
meet  in  November  next ;  with  an  order  of  coun-^^11^ 
cil    annexed    for    reading    his     declaration    in  diftribute 
all    churches   and     chapels,    and     directions    to^efaI"e. t0 
the    bifhops    to    diftribute    the    fame     through  all chm-ches 
their  diocefcs  to   be  read   accordingly  ;  but   the  *nd  chaPds- 
bifhops,  unwilling  to  be  the  initruments  of  un- 
dermining their  own  interefts,  and  thofe  of  their 
church,  mofuy  declined  covnpliance  with  this  hu- 
miliating and   difagreeable  mandate.     Seven  of 
them  being  in  London,  and  confulting  together  Seven  bi- 
what  expedients  to   ufe  on  this  critical  occafion,  citneoQin- 
came  to  a  refolution,  to  prefent   an  humble  re-i)lianct' 
prefentation  to  the  king,  of  the  reafons  why  they 
defired  to  be  excufed  from  complying  with    this 
order  of   council,  alledging  that  thefaverfenefs 
they   found   in   themfelves   againft  it  proceeded 
neither    from    want    of  duty   and  obedience  to 
their    fovereign,    nor  of  due  tendernefs  to  dif- 

fenters ; 
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fenters  ;  but  becaufe  it  was  founded  upon  fuch 
a  difpenfing  power  as  had  been  repeatedly  de- 
clared by  the  Parliament  to  be  illegal. 
16S8.  Although  they  waited  perfonally  upon  the 
king  with  their  petition,  without  communicating 
the  contents  to  any  peribn  whatfoever,  and  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  king's  own  hand,  he  refented 
who  are      it   to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  committed 

committed  .r  i  r    t  i  ti   • 

rrifonersto  prisoners  to  the  tower  or  London.  Inis  extra- 
thc  tower,  ordinary  proceeding  occaiioned  a  great  alarm 
among  the  people.  The  petition,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  publifhed  by  authority,  with  fatirical 
remarks,  fetting  forth,  that  though  the  bifhops 
had  without  tendernefs  or  mercy  exercifed  many 
inhuman  cruelties  upon  the  diffenters,  they  pro- 
mife  now  to  come  to  a  temper e,  but  it  is  only 
fuch  an  one  as  they  themfelves  mould  fettle  in 
convocation  ;  and  though  they  had  all  along 
vigoroufly  endeavoured  to  advance  the  regal 
power  above  all  law,  when  it  was  (trained  to 
the  oppreffion  of  diffenters,  yet  now  (as  in 
1672)  they  want  to  limit  it  by  law,  when  ex- 
erted for  their  eafe,  that  the  laws  for  perfec- 
tion may  retain  the  wonted  fcrcef. 

And  notwithstanding  the  public   temper  was 
warm    in   favour    of   the    bifhops,    vet  the   late 
feverities  of  fome  of  their  order  again  ft  the  dif- 
fenters,   particularly    the    Quakers    (i^o    called) 
r.  Barclay,  occafioning  fome  reflections  which  came  to  their 
inaconfe-  ears     they    alledtred,    That   the  Quakers   belied 

rence  with  *  o        ^  ^^ 

the  impri-  them,  and  reported  that  they  (the  bljhops)  had 
fonedbi-     i)£en  tjje    caure    Qr  tjje  ^eai}}  0f  fomgm       Robert 

•hops,  1  •  r        1   •  •  1  •  -  i_ 

proves  that  Larclay  hearing  or  this,  paid  a  vilit  to  the 
Seir order  bifhops  in  the  tower,  and  in  a  conference  with 
had  kept  them 

friends  in 

prifon  'till 

theirdeath.  e  N^j^  f  Scwel. 
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them  upon    the  fubjecl:,    gave  them    undeniable  CH  A  P. 
proofs  of  fome  perfons,  who  by  order  of  bifhops      iv. 
had  been  detained  in  prifon  until  death,  though  v^v\j 
they  had  been  apprized  of  their  danger  by  phy-    5b88- 
ficians   who    were  no    Quakers.      This    was    lo 
manifeflly  evidenced  that  the  bifhops   were  not 
able  to  contradict   it ;  yet   Robert   Barclay  told 
them,  that    fince,    through    change   of   circum- 
ftances,    they  themfelves    were    now    under   op- 
preffion,  it  was  by  no  means   the  intention   of 
the  people  called  Quakers  to  publifh   fuch  inci- 
dents, or  to  give  the  king    or   their   adverfaries 
any    advantage    agaiuft    them     thereby.       And 
they    were   accordingly   very  careful   to   refrain, 
from   every    meafure    in    word   and    deed    that 
might   in  any  refpect.  aggravate  the  cafe  of  the 
prifoners,  as  efleeming  it  no  time  to   revive  old 
animofities,  when  the  common  enemy  was  feek- 
ing  an  advantage. 

In   the  prefent   ftate  of  the  nation,  both  the  Perfecution 
king  and  the  members  of  the  eftablilhed  church fubildes' 
endeavouring  to  gain  the  diflenters  to  their  fide, 
perfecution    fublided,   and  they   enjoyed  liberty 
of    confcicnce   without    moleflation.       In    thefe  The  Qua- 
circumftances  the  people  called  Quakers  thought  kf s  f°  9IU 

.  .  i      •  i  ~  •  o        ed  petition 

it  convenient  at  their  yearly  meeting  m  London  the  king  to 
this  fummer  to  draw  up  another  addrefs  to   the  ;c;isveth.em 

*       .  irom  iiu- 

king,   upon   a  fubjecl  which  fiill  rendered   them  fetings  for 
expofed   to  trouble  and  confiderable  detriment.  £hth8e'  ^ 
This  addrefs  they  prefented  to  him,  which  was  of  oath*, 
as  followeth : 


To 
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c  ii  a  r- 

iv.      «•  To  King  James  the  Second,  over  England,  &c. 

1688.  a  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  people  called 
"  Quakers,  from  their  yearly  meeting  in 
"  London,  the  6th  day  of  the  month  called 
"  June,   i6S3  : 

"  We,  the  king's  loving  and  peaceable  fub- 
Cm  jects,  from  divers  parts  of  his  dominions, 
"  being  met  together  in  this  city,  afttr  our 
u  ufuai  manner,  to  infpect  the  affairs  of  our 
"  chriitian  fociety  throughout  the  world,  think 
'"  it  our  duty  humbly  to  reprefent  to  him  the 
"  bleffed  effects  the  liberty  he  has  gracioufiy 
"  granted  his  people  to  worfhip  God  according 
"  to  their  confeiences,  hath  had,  both  on  our 
"  perfons  and  eftates  ;  for  whereas  formerly  we 
"  have  ever  had  long  and  forrowful  lifts 
"  brought  to  us  from  all  parts  almoft  of  his 
"  territories,  of  priibners,  and  the  fpoils  of 
"  goods,  by  violent  and  ill  men,  upon  account 
"  of  confeience,  we  bless  God  and  thank 
"  the  king  the  jails  are  every  where  clear, 
"  except  in  ca^es  of  tithes  and  the  repairs  of 
"  parilh  churches,  and  fome  few  about  oaths  ; 
"  and  we  do  in  all  humility  lay  it  before  the 
»  "  king    to   confider    the   hardfhips    our    friends 

"  are  yet  under  for  confcicnce-fnke  in  thofc 
"  refpech,  being  in  ;he  one  chiefly  expofed  to 
t:  the  prcfent  anger  of  the  ofFerided  clergv, 
"  who  have  therefore  lately  imprifoned  fome  of 
"  them  'till  death  ;  and  in  the  other,  they  are 
"  rendered  verv  unprofitable  to  the  public  and 
"  themfelves,  for  both  in  reference  to  freedoms 

"  in 
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in  corporations,  probates  of  wills  and  tefla-  chap. 
ments,  and  adminiftrations,  anfvvers  in  Chan-      iv. 
eery  and  Exchequer,  trials  of  their  juft  titles  ^~v>u 
and   debts,  proceeding   in  their  trade  at  the     l688« 
cuftom-houfe,  ferving  the  office  of  conflable, 
&c.  they  are  difabled,  and  great  advantages 
taken  againft  them,  unlefs  the  king's   favour 
do    interpofe  ;    and  as   we  humbly   hope  he 
may  relieve  us,  fo  we  confidently  allure  our- 
felves  he  will  eafe  us  what  he  can. 
"  Now  fmce  it  has  pleafed  thee,  O  king,  to 
renew  to  all  thy  fubjects,  by  thy  laft   decla- 
ration, thy  gracious  alTurances   to  purfue  the 
eftablilftment  of  this  chriftian  liberty  and  pro- 
perty upon  an  unalterable  foundation,  and  in 
order  to  it  to  hold  a  parliament  in  November 
next  at  fartheft, 

"  We  think  ourfelves  deeply  engaged  to 
renew  our  aiTurances  of  fidelity  and  affection, 
and  with  God's  help  intend  to  do  our  parts 
for  the  perfecting  fo  bleffed  and  glorious  a 
work,  that  fo  it  may  be  out  of  the  power  of 
any  one  party  to  hurt  another  upon  the  ac- 
count of  confidence.  And  as  we  firmly  believe 
that  God  will  never  defert  this  juft  and  righ- 
teous caufe  of  liberty,  nor  the  king  in  main- 
taining of  it,  fo  we  hope  by  God's  grace  to 
let  the  world  fee  we  can  honeftly  and  heartily 
appear  for  liberty  of  confeience,  and  be  in- 
violably true  to  our  own  religion,  whatever 
the  folly  or  malice  of  fome  men  on  that  ac- 
count may  fuggeft  to  the  contrary." 

This  addrefs  being  prefented  to  the  king  was 
well  received  ;  but  before  the  time  propofed  for 
holding  a  parliament  arrived  he  found  it    out 

of 
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chap,  of  his  power  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  if  he 
iv.      were  fo   inclined,    or   fupport    himfelf    on    his 
** — v~w>  throne.     The  legal  confirmation  of  their  prefent 
i6t>3.    liberty,  and  their  effeclual  deliverance  from  the 
hardfhips    and   inconveniences,  which    they  ex- 
perienced from  their  confeientious  fcruple  againfl 
taking  oaths,  were  referved  for  the  reign  of  his 
fuccefibr. 


C     II     A    P.        V. 

The  Bifoops  in  the  Toiver  tried  and  acquitted. — 
57?^  Queen  reported  to  be  delivered. — Prince  of 
Orange  invades  England. — King  'James  jlies  to 
France. — The  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange 
declared  King  and  Queen  of  England. — William 
Pctui  falls  under  the  groundlefs  Sufpicion  of 
being   a    Papijl    or    Jcfuit. —  William    Popple's 

Letter  to   him    thereupon.  —  His   Anfiver. 

William    Penn  fummoncd  before  the    Lords    of 
Council. 

•CHAP.  1  HE  bifhops,  who  had  been  imprifoncd  in  the 

v.       tower,  were  brought  to  their  trial  at  the  king's 

v^v-v-'  bench  bar,  for  publishing  a  fedkicus  libel,  and 

1688.    acquitted.     The   rejoicings   of  the  people  upon 

in  the  tower  this   occafion  were  fo  loud  and  fo  general,  that 

triedandac- they  reached  the  camp  on  Hounflow-hcath,  where 

,ulttc  '      the  foldiers  joined  in  the  general  joy  (although 

the 
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the  king  was  there)  conveying  to  him  a  difguft-  chat. 
ing  token  of  the  little  place  he  had  in  the  affec-      v. 
tions  of  his  people,  which  indeed  he  had  taken  v — *~^J 
little  pains  to  cultivate.  1O8B, 

It  was  now  clearly  perceived,  that  the  king 
aimed  at  more  than  a  toleration  of  his  religion, 
and  that  his  defign  was  to  give  it  the  predomi- 
nancy over  every  ether,  which  gave  a  very  dif- 
couraging  profpeft  to  his  proteftant  fubjects,  as 
they  feared  the  lofs  of  both  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious rights  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  thereof: 
Their  hopes  were  chiefly  centered  in  the  king's 
advanced  age,  and  the  luccelTion  of  the  princefs 
of  Orange,  the  prefumptive  heirefs,  to  the  crown, 
who  had  been  educated  in  the  protectant  reli- 
gion. But  thefe  hopes  were  greatly  damped  by  The  queen 
a  report  of  the  queen's  pregnancy,  and  after-  rcp?r[.ed  tf' 
ward  of  her  being  delivered  of  a  fon,  which  0f  a  ion. 
being  a  circumftance  peculiarly  favourable  to  the 
views  and  defigns  of  the  Romanics,  and  de- 
priving the  proteftants  of  their  expected  refource, 
occasioned  in  the  latter  a  ftrong  fufpicion  of  a 
deception  :  Many  circumdances  attendant  on 
this  birth  corroborated  thefe  fufpicions.  But  the 
king  folemnly  afferted  the  reality  and  legitimacy 
of  the  birth  of  his  fon. 

The  diilatisfaction  of  the  people  was  fo  gene-  Pnrcc  of 
ral,  as  to  induce  them  to  unite  in  an  invitation  v^sgEng- 
to    the   prince   of    Orange,  who   brought    over:and- 
twelve  thoufand  men  to  their  affiftance.     James  King  James 
at  the  fame  time  being  deferted  by  many  of  hisflcsto 
former  adherents,  was  fo  terrified,  that  he  fled  rhVpHnce 
to    France,  and    leaving:   the    throne   vacant,    a:""H  Frinccf* 

7  o  of  Orange 

convention  was  fummoned  by  the  Prince,  which  declared 
conferred  the  crown  upon  him  and  his  confort,  k,,i£  anJ 

•T  '  queen  of 

by  England. 
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chap,  by  the  title  of  William  and  Mary,  king  and  queen 

v«       of  England. 

v — *-*-'       When   king  James  was  declin  power, 

i6bb.     foe  0^\'mm  refuking  from  his  meafures  reached 

moft  or  all  who  were  fuppofed  of  his  pariy  or 

w.  PenB    well-aftecled  to  his  perfon.     William  Penn  con- 

«ndcr    P    tinned  to  be  expofed   to   much  nndeferved   ob- 

groundlels  r 

fafpicionsofloquy  on  this  account,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
J^f/jr  from  a  particular  friend  of  his,  William  Popple, 
Cut.  fecretary  to  the  plantation  office,  and  his  anfwer 

thereto,  where  we  may  view  afrcfli  the  exagge- 
rating fpirit  of  party,  which  forms  characters 
from  vague  conjectures. 

The  following  lines  are  extracts  from  the  faid 
letter,  and  William  Penn's  anfwer  thereto. 

•«*.  Popple's «  To  the  Honourable  William  Penn,  Efq; 
^raon'that      "  Proprietor  and  Governor  of  Penfylvania. 

"  Honoured  Sir, 
"  Though  the  friendfhip  with  which  you 
<c  are  pleafed  to  honour  me  doth  afford  me 
"  fufficient  opportunities  of  difcourung  with  you 
"  upon  any  lubjeft,  yet  I  chufe  rather  at  this 
ii  time  to  offer  unto  you  in  writing  fome  re- 
"  flections  which  have  occurred  to  my  thoughts, 
"  in  a  matter  of  no  common  importance.  The 
"  importance  of  it  doth,  primarily  and  dire&ly, 
"  refpecfc  yourfelf,  and  your  own  private  con- 
ii  cennneuts  ;  but  it  alio,  confequentially  and 
"  effedually,  regards  the  king,  his  government, 
'•  and  even  the  peace  and  fettlement  of  this- 
"  whole  nation.  I  intreat  you,  therefore,  to 
"  bear  with  me,  it  I  endeavour  in  this  manner 
"  to  give  fomewhat  more  weight  unto  my 
"  words  than  weald  be  in  a  trankent  difcourfe, 

"  and 
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"  and  leave  them  with  you,  as-  a   fubjeft  that  chap. 
"  requires  your  retired  confideration.  v« 

"  You  are  not  ignorant  that  the  part  you  ' — "v — ' 
"  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  had  of  late  years  l68S* 
"  in  public  affairs,  though  without  either  the 
"  title,  or  honour,  or  profit  of  any  public 
"  office,  and  that  efpecially  your  avowed  en- 
"  deavours  to  introduce  amongft  us  a  general 
"  and  inviolable  liberty  of  confcience  in  mat- 
"  ters  of  mere  religion,  have  occafioned  the 
"  miftakes  of  fome  men,  provoked  the  malice 
"  of  others,  and,  in  the  end,  have  raifcd  againft 
"  you  a  multitude  of  enemies,  who  have  un- 
"  worthily  defamed  you  with  fuch  imputations, 
cc  as,  I  am  fure,  you  abhor.  This  I  know  you 
iC  have  been  iufficiently  informed  of,  though  I 
<c  doubt  you  have  not  made  fufncient  reflection 
cc  upon  it :  the  confcioufnefs  of  your  own  in- 
"  nocence  feems  to  me  to  have  given  you  too 
ci  great  a  contempt  of  fuch  unjuit  and  ill- 
'<  grounded  ilanders :  for  however  glorious  it 
"  is,  and  reasonable,  for  a  truly  virtuous  mind, 
"  whofe  inward  peace  is  founded  upon  that  rock 
"  of  innocence,  to  defpife  the  empty  noife  of 
"  popular  reproach,  yet  even  that  fublimity  of 
"  fpirit  may  fometimes  fwell  to  a  reproveable 
"  excefs. 

"  But  I  mult  not  entertain  you  with  a  de- 
"  clamation  upon  this  general  theme.  My  bu- 
"  fmefs  is  to  reprefent  to  you,  more  particular- 
<f  ly,  thofe  very  imputations  which  are  caft 
Ci  upon  yourfelf,  together  with  fome  of  their 
"  evident  confequences  ;  that,  if  pofiible,  I  may 
"  thereby  move  you  to  labour  after  a  remedy. 
"  The  fdurce  of  all  arifes  from  the  ordinary 
"  accefs  you  have  unto  the  king,  the  credit  you 

"  are 
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are  fuppofed  to  have  with  him,  and  the  deep 
jeaioufy  that  fome  people  have  conceived  of 
his  intentions  in  reference  to  religion.  Their 
jeaioufy  is,  that  his  aim  has  been  to  fettle 
Popery  in  this  nation,  not  only  in  a  fair  and 
fecure  liberty,  but  even  in  a  predominating 
fuperiority  over  all  other  profeflions  :  and 
from  hence  the  inference  follows,  that  who- 
foever  has  any  part  in  the  councils  of  this 
reign,  mud  needs  be  popifhly  affected :  but 
that  to  have  fo  great  a  part  in  them,  as  you 
are  faid  to  have  had,  can  happen  to  none  but 
an  abfolute  papiji.  That  is  the  direct  charge ; 
but  that  is  not  enough,  your  pod  is  too 
considerable  for  a  Papid  of  an  ordinary  form, 
and  therefore  you  mud  be  a  Jefuit  :  nay,  to 
confirm  that  fuggedion,  it  mud  be  accom- 
panied with  all  the  circumdances  that  may 
bed  give  it  an  air  of  probability  ;  as  that  vou 
have  been  bred  at  St.  Omer's,  in  the  Jefuit's 
college  ;  that  you  have  taken  orders  at  Rome, 
and  there  obtained  a  difpenfation  to  marry  ; 
and  that  you  have  fmce  that  frequently  offi- 
ciated as  a  pried,  in  the  celebration  of  the 
mafs  at  Whitehall,  St.  James's,  and  other 
places.  And  this  being  admitted,  nothing 
can  be  too  bhek  to  be  cad  upon  you. 
"  Now  that  I  may  the  more  effectually  per- 
fuade  you  to  apply  fome  remedy  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  1  befeech  you,  Sir,  Aider  me  to  lay  be- 
fore you  fome  of  its  pernicious  confequences. 
It  is  not  a  trifling  matter  for  a  perfon,  raifed, 
as  you  are,  above  the  common  level,  to  lie 
under  the  prejudice  of  fo  general  a  midake, 
in  fo  important  a  matter.  The  general  and 
the  long  prevalency  of  any  opinion  gives  it  a 

"  ftrength, 
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"  flrength,  efpecially  among  the  vulgar,  that  is c  H  A  p- 

**  not   eafily   fhaken.     And   as  it  happens   that      v* 

"  you  have   alfo   enemies   of  an   higher  rank,  *    TTT-' 

"  who  will  be  ready  to  improve  fuch  popular 

"  miftakes,  by  all  forts  of  malicious   artifices, 

"  it  muff  be  taken  for  granted  that  thofe  errors 

"  will  be  thereby  (till  more   confirmed,  and  the 

"  inconveniencies  that  may  arife  from   thence 

"  no    lefs  increafed.     This,   Sir,    I  affure  you, 

"  is  a  melancholy  profpecl  to  your  friends ;  for 

"  we  know  you  have  fuch  enemies. 

"  Pardon,  I  entreat  you,  Sir,  the  earneftnefs 
"  of  thefe  expreffions ;  nay,  fuffer  me,  without 
"  offence,  to  expoflulate  with  you  yet  a  little 
"  farther.  I  am  fearful  left  thefe  perfonal  con- 
"  fiderations  mould  not  have  their  due  weight 
"  with  you,  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  to  re- 
"  flecl  alfo  upon  fome  more  general  confequences 
"  of  your  particular  reproach.  I  have  faid  it 
"  already,  that  the  king,  his  honour,  his  go- 
*'  vernment,  and  even  the  peace  and  fettlement 
cc  of  this  whole  nation,  either  are,  or  have 
"  been,  concerned  in  this  matter  :  your  repu- 
"  tation,  as  you  are  faid  to  have  meddled  in 
"  public  affairs,  has  been  of  public  concern- 
"  ment.  The  promoting  a  general  liberty  of 
"  confcience  having  been  your  particular  pro- 
"  vince,  the  afperfion  of  popery  and  jefuitifm, 
"  that  has  been  call  upon  you,  has  reflecled 
"  upon  his  majefty,  for  having  made  ufe,  in 
"  that  affair,  of  fo  difguifed  a  perfonage  as  you 
*'  are  fuppofed  to  have  been.  It  has  weakened 
"  the  force  of  all  your  endeavours,  obftru&ed 
"  their  effedt,  and  contributed  greatly  to  dif- 
"  appoint  this  poor  nation  of  that  ineflimable 
"  happinefs,  and  fecure  eftablifhment,  which  I 

"  am 
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am  perfuaded  you  dcfigned,  and  which  all 
good  and  wife  men  agree,  that  a  juft  and  in- 
violable liberty  of  confcience  would  infallibly 
produce.  I  heartily  wifh  this  confideration 
had  been  fooner  laid  to  heart,  and  that  fome 
demonftrative  evidence  of  your  fincerity  in 
the  profefiion  you  make,  had  accompanied  all 
your  endeavours  for  liberty. 
"  But  what  do  I  fay,  or  what  do  I  wifli  for? 
I  confefs  that  I  am  now  (truck  with  ailoniih- 
ment  at  that  abundant  evidence  which  I  know 
you  have  conftantly  given,  of  the  oppofition 
of  your  principles  to  thofe  of  the  Romifh 
church,  and  at  the  little  regard  there  has  been 
had  to  it.  If  an  open  profefiion  of  the  di- 
rected oppofition  againft  popery,  that  has  ever 
appeared  in  the  world,  fince  popery  was  firft 
diftinguimed  from  common  chriiiianity,  would 
ferve  the  turn,  this  cannot  be  denied  to  all 
thofe  of  that  fociety,  with  which  vou  are 
joined  in  the  duties  of  religious  worfhip.  If 
to  have  maintained  the  principles  of  that  fo- 
ciety, by  frequent  and  fervent  difcourfes,  by 
many  elaborate  writings,  by  fuffering  igno- 
minv,  imprifonment,  and  other  manifold  dif- 
advantages  in  defence  thereof,  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  any  proof  of  your  fincere  adherence 
thereunto  ;  this,  it  is  evident  to  the  world, 
you  have  done  already  :  n:>v  farther,  if  to  have 
enquired  -as  far  as  was  poifible  for  you,  into 
the  particular  ftories  that  have  been  framed 
againft  you,  and  to  have  fought  all  means  of 
rectifying  the  miftakes  upon  which  tbey  were 
grounded,  could  in  any  meafure  avail  to  the 
fettling  a  true  chara&er  of  you  in  men's  judg- 
ments y  this  alfo  I  know  you  have  done. 

"  Nay 
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"  Nay  I  have  feen  alfo  your  juftification  from  CHAP. 
another  calumny  of  common  fame,  about  v^ 
your  having  kidnapped  one  who  had  formerly 
been  a  monk,  out  of  your  American  pro- 
vince, to  deliver  him  here  into  the  hands  of 
his  enemies  ;  I  fay,  I  have  feen  your  juftifi- 
cation from  that  ftory  under  that  perfon's 
own  hand  :  and  his  return  to  Penfylvania, 
where  he  now  refides,  may  be  an  irrefragable 
confutation  of  it,  to  any  that  will  take  the 
pains  to  enquire  thereinto. 
"  Really  it  afflicts  me  very  much  to  confider 
that  all  this  does  not  fuffice.  If  I  had  not 
that  particular  refpeft  for  you,  which  I  fm- 
cerely  profefs  ;  yet  I  could  not  but  be  much 
affected,  that  any  man  who  had  fo  defervedly 
acquired  fo  fair  a  reputation  as  you  have  for- 
merly had,  whofe  integrity  and  veracity  had 
always  been  reputed  fpotlefs,  and  whofe  cha- 
rity had  been  continually  exercifed  in  ferving 
others,  at  the  dear  expence  of  his  time,  his 
(trength,  and  his  eftate,  without  any  other 
recompence  than  what  refults  from  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  doing  good  ;  I  fay,  I  could  not 
but  be  much  affected,  to  fee  anv  fuch  per- 
fon  fall  innocently  and  undefervedly  under 
fuch  unjuft  reproaches  as  you  have  done.  It 
is  a  hard  cafe  ;  and  I  think  no  man,  that  has 
any  bowels  of  humanity,  can  reflect  upon  it, 
without  great  relentings. 

"  Since  therefore  it  is  fo,  and  that  fomething 
remains  yet  to  be  done,  fomething  more  ex- 
prefs,  and  efpecially  mere  public,  than  has 
yet  been  done  for  your  vindication,  I  beg 
of  you,  dear  Sir,  by  all  the  tender  efficacy, 
that  friendfhip,  either  mine,  or  that  of  your 
Vol.  III.  O  "  friends 
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friends  and  relations  together,  can  have  upon 
you  j  by  the  due  regard  which  humanity, 
and  even  chriftianity,  obliges  you  to  have  to 
your  reputation ;  by  the  duty  you  owe  unto 
the  king  ;  by  your  love  to  the  land  of  your 
nativity  ;  and  by  the  cauie  of  univerfal  re- 
ligion and  eternal  truth  ;  let  not  the  fcandal 
of  infinc  rity,  that  I  have  hinted  at,  lie  any 
longer  upon  you  ;  but  let  the  fenfe  of  all 
thefe  obligations  perfuade  you  to  gratify  your 
friends  and  relations,  and  to  ferve  your  king, 
your  country,  and  your  religion,  by  fuch  a 
public  vindication  of  your  honour,  as  your 
own  prudence,  upon  thefe  fuggeftions,  will 
now  (hew  you  to  be  moll  neceflary,  and  mod 
expedient.  I  am,  with  unfeigned  and  molt 
refpe&ful  affection, 

"  Honoured  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humble 

"  And  molt  obedient  fervant." 

"  London,  Oflober  the 

"  20th,     1688.'' 


W.  Pjlnn's  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Letter. 

"  Worthy  Friend, 

"  It  is  now  above  twenty  years,  I  thank  God, 
that  I  have  not  been  very  folicitous  what  the 
"  world  thought  of  me.  Fcr  fince  I  had  the 
"  knowledge  of  religion  from  a  principle  in 
*•  myfelf,  the  firit  and  main  point  with  me  has 
"  been,   to  approve  myfelf  in  the  fight  of  God, 

"  through 


a 
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"  through  patience  and  well  doing  :  fo  that  the  CHAPj 
world  has  not  had  weight  enough  with  me,       v. 
to  fuffer  its  good  opinion  to  raife   me,  or  its  v — v — ' 
ill  opinion  to  deject   me.     And  if   that   had     l688« 
been   the  only  motive  of  consideration,  and 
not  the  dehre  of  a  good  friend,  in  the  name 
"  of  many  others,  I  had  been  as  filent  to  thy 
"  letter,  as  I  ufed  to  be  to  the  idle  and  malicious 
"  fhams   of   the   times :    but    as   the  laws    of 
"  friendlhip  are  facred,  with  thofe  that   value 
"  that  relation,  fo  I  confefs  this  to  be  a   princi- 
"  pal  one  with  me,  not  to  deny   a  friend   the 
"  fatisfa&ion  he  defires,  when  it  may  be  done 
"  without  offence  to  a  good  confeience. 

"  The  bufinefs  chiefly  infilled  upon,  is  my 
"  popery,  and  endeavours  to  promote  it.  I  do  fay 
"  then,  and  that  with  all  fincerity,  that  1  am  not 
"  only  no  Jeiuit,  but  no  Papift.  And  which  is 
"  more,  I  never  had  any  temptation  upon  me  to  be 
"  it,  either  from  doubts  in  my  own  mind  about 
"  the  way  I  profefs,  or  from  the  difcourfes  or 
"  writings  of  any  of  that  religion,  And,  in 
"  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  I  do  declare 
"  that  the  king  did  never  once,  direclly  or  in- 
"  directly,  attack  me,  or  tempt  me,  upon  that 
"  fubject,  the  many  years  that  I  have  had  the 
u  advantage  of  a  free  accefs  to  him  ;  fo  unjufc, 
"  as  well  as  fordidly  falfe,  are  all  thofe  ftories 
"  of  the  town. 

"  The  only  reafon  that  I  can  apprehend 
"  they  have  to  repute  me  a  Roman  Catholick, 
**  is,  my  frequent  going  to  Whitehall,  a  place 
"  no  more  forbid  to  me  than  to  the  reft  of  the 
'*  world,  who,  it  feems,  find  much  fairer  quar- 
"  ter.  I  have  almoft  continually  had  one  bu- 
"  fmefs  or  other  there  for  our  friends,  whom  I 
O  2  "  ever 
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chap.  "  ever  ferved  with  a  fleady  folicitation,  through 
v«       "  all  times,  fince  I  was  of  their  communion.    I 

v~"^"*~'  "  had  alfo  a  great  many  perfonal  good  offices  to 
1688.  cc  ^0^  Upon  a  principle  of  charity,  for  people  of 
"  all  perfuafions,  thinking  it  a  duty  to  improve 
"  the  little  interefl  I  had,  for  the  good  of  thofe 
"  that  needed  it,  efpecially  the  poor.  I  might 
"  add  fomething  of  my  own  affairs  too  ;  though 
"  I  muft  own  (if  I  may  without  vanity  J  that 
"  they  have  ever  had  the  lead  (hare  of  my 
"  thoughts  or  pains,  or  elfe  they  would  not 
"  have  it  ill  depended  as  they  yet  do. 

"  But  becaufe  fome  people  are  fo  unjuft,  as 
"  to  render  inftances  for  my  popery,  (or  ra- 
"  ther  hypocrify,  for  fo  it  would  be  in  me)  it  is 
"  fit  I  contradict  them  as  particularly  as  they 
"  accufe  me.  I  fay  then,  folemnly,  that  I  am 
"  fo  far  from  having  been  bred  at  St.  Omer's, 
t:  and  having  received  orders  at  Rome,  that  I 
"  never  was  at  either  place,  nor  do  I  know  any 
"  body  there  ;  nor  had  I  ever  a  correfpondency 
"  with  any  body  in  thofe  places  ;  which  is  ano- 
"  ther  (lory  invented  againft  me.  And  as  for 
"  my  officiating  in  the  king's  chapel,  or  any 
"  other,  it  is  fo  ridiculous,  as  well  as  untrue, 
"  that  befides  that  no  body  can  do  it  but  a 
"  prieft,  and  that  I  have  been  married  to  a 
woman  of  fome  condition  above  fixteen  years, 
"  which  no  priell  can  be,  by  any  difpeniation 
*'  whatever  ;  I  have  not  fo  much  as  looked  into 
"  any  chapel  of  the  Roman  religion,  and  con- 
"  fequently  not  the  king's,  though  a  common 
"  curiofity  warrants  it  daily  to  people  of  all  per- 
kt  fuafions. 

"  And 
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"  And  once  for  all,  I  do  fay,  that  I  am  ac  11  a  p. 
protellanf  diffenter,  and  to  that  degree  fuch,  v. 
that  I  challenge  the  mod  celebrated  proteftant  v — v — ' 
of  the  Englifh  church,  or  any  other,  on  that  1688, 
head,  be  he  layman  or  clergyman,  in  public 
or  in  private.  For  I  would  have  fuch  people 
know,  it  is  not  impofhble  for  a  true  protef- 
tant diffenter  to  be  dutiful,  thankful,  and 
ferviceable  to  the  king,  though  he  be  of  the 
Roman  catholick  communion.  We  hold  not 
our  property  or  protection  from  him  by  our 
perfuafion  ;  and  therefore  his  perfuafion 
mould  not  be  the  meafure  of  our  allegiance. 
I  am  forry  to  fee  fo  many,  that  feem  fond  of 
the  reformed  religion,  by  their  difaffection  to 
him,  recommend  it  fo  ill.  Whatever  practices 
of  Roman  catholicks  we  might  reafonably  ob- 
ject againft.  (and  no  doubt  but  fuch  there  are) 
yet  he  has  difclaimed  and  reprehended  thofe 
ill  things  by  his  declared  opinion  againft  per- 
fection, by  the  eafe  in  which  he  actually 
indulges  all  diffenters;  and  by  the  confirma- 
tion he  offers  in  parliament,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  proteftant  religion  and  liberty  of  con- 
fcience.  And  in  his  honour,  as  well  as  in 
my  own  defence,  I  am  obliged  in  confcience 
to  fay,  that  he  has  ever  declared  to  me,  it 
was  his  opinion  ;  and  on  all  occafions,  when 
duke,  he  never  refufed  me  the  repeated  proofs 
of  it,  as  often  as  I  had  any  poor  fufferers  tor 
confcience-fake  to  folicit  his  help  for. 
"  But  fome  may  be  apt  to  fay,  why  not  any 
body  elfe  as  well  as  J?  Why  rhujl  I  have  the 
preferable  accefs  to  other  di/fenters,  if  not  a 
pap  if  I  ?  I  anfwer,  I  know  not  that  it  is  fo. 
But  this   I  know,    that   I  have   made  it   my 

"  province 
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province  and  bufinefs  ;  I  have  followed  and 
preflfed  it ;  I  took  it  for  my   calling  and    fta- 
tion,  and   have   kept    it    above   thefe    fixtcen 
years ;  and,  which  is  more,  (if  I  may  fay  it 
without  vanity    or    reproach)  wholly   at   my 
own  charges  too.     To  this  let  me  add  the  re- 
lation my  father  had  to  this  king's  fervice,  his 
particular  favour  in  getting  me  releafed    out 
of  the  Tower  of  London  in  1669,  my  father's 
humble  requeit  to  him,  upon  his  death-bed, 
"  to  protect  me  from  the   inconveniencies  and 
"  troubles  my  perfuafion  might  expofe  me   to, 
Ci  and  his  friendly  promife  to  do  it,  and  exacl: 
"  performance   of  it,  from   the  moment  I    ad- 
"  dreffed  myfelf  to   him  :  I  fay,   when  all   this 
"  is   confidered,    any   body,    that  has    the  leaft 
"  pretence  to  good-nature,  gratitude,  or   gcne- 
"  rofity,  muft  needs  know  how  to  interpret  my 
u  accefs  to  the  king. 

"  But,  alas,  I  am  not  without  my  apprehen- 

tc  fions  of  the  caufe  of  this   behaviour  toward* 

"  me,    and  in  this  I  perceive  we  agree;   I  mean 

"  my  conftant  zeal  for  an  impartial    liberty  of 

"  confcience.     But  if  that  be   it,  the   caufe   is 

"  too  good  to  be  in  pain  about.     I  ever  unckr- 

"  flood  that  to  be  the  natural  right  of  all  men ; 

"  and  that  he  that  had  a  religion  without  it,  his 

"  religion  was  none   of  his  own  ;   for  what  is 

"  not  the  religion  of  a  man's  choice,    is  the  rc- 

V  ligion  of  him  that  impofes  it  :  fo  that  liberty 

of  confcience  is  the  nri't  ilep  to  have  a  reli- 

ligion.     This  is  no  new  opinion  with  me.     I 

have   writ   many    apologies    within   the  laft 

twenty  years  to  defend  it,  and  that  impartially. 

Yet  I  have  as  conilantiy  declared,  that  bounds 

ought  to  be  fet  to  this  freedom,  and  that  mo- 

"  rality 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  215 

rality  was  the  bed  ;  and  that  as  often  as  that  chap. 
was  violated,  under  a  pretence  of  confcience,       v. 
it  was  fit  the  civil  power   (hould  take   place.  *■ — v— ^ 
Nor   did  I  ever  once  think  of  promoting  any     I(588- 
fort   of   liberty  of   confcience  for  any   body, 
which  did  not   preferve   the  common   protef- 
tancy  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  ancient  rights 
of  the  government.     For,    to   fay  truth,  the 
one    cannot    be     maintained     without     the 
other. 

"  Upon  the  whole  matter,  I  mufl  fay,  I  love 
England  ;  I  ever  did  fo  ;  and  that  1  am  not 
in  her  debt.  1  never  valued  time,  money,  or 
kindred,  to  ferve  her  and  do  her  good.  No 
party  could  ever  biafs  me  to  her  prejudice, 
nor  any  perfonal  intereft  oblige  me  in  her 
wrong.  For  I  always  abhorred  difcounting 
private  favours  at  the  public  cod. 
"  Would  I  have  made  my  market  of  the  fears 
and  jeaioufies  of  the  people,  when  this  king 
came  to  the  crown,  I  had  put  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  into  my  pocket,  and  an  hundred 
thoufand  into  my  province ;  for  mighty  num- 
bers of  people  were  then  upon  the  wing  :  but 
I  waved  it  all  ;  hoped  for  better  times ;  ex- 
pected the  effects  of  the  king's  word  for  li- 
berty of  confcience,  and  happinefs  by  it ;  and 
till  I  faw  my  friends,  with  the  kingdom,  de- 
livered from  the  legal  bondage,  which  penal 
laws  for  religion  had  fubje&ed  them  to,  I 
could  with  no  fatisfaction  think  of  leaving 
England ;  though  much  to  my  prejudice  be- 
yond fea,  and  at  my  great  expenfe  here  ; 
having,  in  all  this  time,  never  had  either 
office  or  penfion,  and  always  refufmg  the  re- 

"  wards 
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wards  or  gratuities  of  thofe  I  have  been  able 
to  oblige. 

"  If  therefore  an  univerfal  charity,  if  the  af- 
fcrting  an  impartial  liberty  of  confcience,  if 
doing  to  others  as  one  would  be  done  by,  and 
an  open  avowing  and  fteady  pratrifing  of 
thefe  things,  in  all  times,  and  to  all  parties, 
will  juflly  lay  a  man  under  the  reflection  of 
being  a  jefuit,  or  a  papift  of  any  rank,  I 
mufl  not  only  fubmit  to  the  character,  but 
embrace  it  too  ;  and  I  care  not  who  knows 
that  I  can  wear  it  with  more  pleafure,  than  it 
is  poffible  for  them  with  any  juftice  to  give  it 
me.  For  thefe  are  corner-ilones  and  princi- 
ples with  me  ;  and  I  am  fcandalized  at  all 
buildings  ,  that  have  them  not  for  their  foun- 
dations. For  religion  itfelf  is  an  empty  name 
without  them,  a  whited  wall,  a  painted  fepul- 
chre,  no  life  or  virtue  to  the  foul ;  no  good, 
or  example,  to  one's  neighbour.  Let  us  not 
flatter  ourfeives.  We  can  never  be  the  better 
for  oar  religion,  if  our  neighbour  be  the  ivorfe 
fir  it. 

'*  He  that  fufTers  his  difference  with  his  neigh- 
bour about  the  other  world  to  carry  him  be- 
yond the  line  of  moderation  in  this,  is  the 
worfe  for  his  opinion,  even  though  it  be 
true.  It  is  too  little  confidcred  by  chriftians, 
that  men  may  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs, 
that  they  may  be  orthodox,  and  not  know 
what  fpirit  they  are  of:  fo  were  the  apoftles 
of  our  Lord;  they  believed  in  him,  yet  let 
a  falfe  zeal  do  violence  to  their  judgment, 
and  their  unwarrantable  heat  contradict  the 
great  end  of  their  Saviour's  coming,  love. 
"  Men  may  be  angry  for  God's  fake,  and 
kill  people  too.     Chrift  faid  it,  and  too  many 

"  have 
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"  have  practifed  it.     But  what  fort  of  chriftians  chap. 
"  rauft  they  be,  I  pray,   that   can   hate  in  his      v. 
"  name,  who  bids    us    love;  and   kill    for  his  ^ — v-»-y 
"  fake,  that  forbids  killing,  and  commands  love,     l688- 
"  even  to  enemies  ? 

"  Whatfoever  divides  man's  heart  from  God, 
"  feparates  it  from  his  neighbour  ;  and  he  that 
Ci  loves  felf  more  than  God,  can  never  love  his 
"  neighbour  as  himfelf.  For  as  the  apoille  faid, 
"  If  we  do  not  love  him,  whom  we  have  feen  ; 
"  how  can  we  love  God,  whom  we  have  not  feen? 

"  Since  all  of  all  parties  profefs  to  believe  in 
"  God,  Chrifl,  the  Spirit,  and  fcripture,  that 
"  the  foul  is  immortal,  that  there  are  eternal 
"  rewards  and  punifhments,  and  that  the  vir- 
"  tuous  (hall  receive  the  one,  and  the  wicked 
*'  fuffer  the  other ;  I  fay,  fmce  this  is  the  com- 
ec  mon  faith  of  chriflendom,  let  us  all  refolve, 
"  in  the  ftrength  of  God,  to  live  up  to  what 
"  we  agree  in,  before  we  fall  out  fo  miferably 
"  about  the  reft,  in  which  we  differ.  I  am  pef- 
"  fuaded,  the  change  and  comfort  which  that 
"  pious  courfe  would  bring  us  to,  would  go 
*'  very  far  to  difpofe  our  natures  to  compound 
"  eafily  for  all  the  red,  and  we  might  hope  yet 
"  to  fee  happy  days  in  poor  England  j  for 
<s  there  I  would  have  fo  good  a  work  begun. 
"  And  how  it  is  poflibie  for  the  eminent  men 
"  of  every  religious  perfuafion  (efpecially  the 
"  prefent  minifters  of  the  parifhes  of  England) 
"  to  think  of  giving  an  account  to  God  at  the 
"  laft  day,  without  uiing  the  utmoft  of  their 
"  endeavours  to  moderate  the  members  of  their 
"  refpective  communions  toward  thofe  that  dif- 
"  fer  from  them,  is  a  myftery  to  me !  but  this  I 
ff  know,  and  mull  lay  it  at  their  doors,  I  charge 

"  alfo 
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CHAP."  alfo  my  own  foul  with  it,  God  requires  mode- 
v.       "  ration  and  humility  from  us  ;  for  he  is  at  hand, 

* — ^■*^/  "  who  will  not  fpare  to  judge  our  impatience, 
1 588.  «  if  we  have  no  patience  for  one  another.  The 
"  eternal  God  rebuke  (1  befeech  him)  the  wrath 
"  of  man,  and  humble  all  under  the  fenfe  of 
*c  the  evil  of  this  day;  and  yet  (unworthy  as  we 
c-  are)  give  us  peace,  for  his  holy  name's 
46  fake! 

"  It  is  now  time  to  end  this  letter,  and  I  will 
"  do  it  Without  faying  any  more  than  this  ; 
"  thou  feeil  my  defence  againfl  popular  ca- 
"  lumny  ;  thou  feed  what  my  thoughts  are  of 
"  our  condition,  and  the  way  to  better  it  ;  and 
"  thou  feed  ray  hearty  and  humble  prayer  to 
"  Almighty  God,  to  incline  us  to  be  wife,  if  it 
<c  were  but  for  our  own  lakes.  I  (hall  only  add, 
"  that  I  am  extremely  feiifible  of  the  kindnefs 
"  and  juflice  intended  me  by  my  friends  on  this 
"  occafion,  and  that  I  am,  for  that  and  many 
"  more  reafons, 

"  Thy  obliged  ami  alTefticnate  friend, 

*  WILLIAM  PENN." 
Teddington,  October 

the  24th,  1 683. 

Notwith (landing  the  foregoing  explanation  of 
his  conduct;  his  clear  refutation  of  fundry  ca- 
lumnies charged  upon  him  ;  his  open  profeifion 
of  his  faith  as  a  proteftant,  and  the  unequivocal 
proofs  he  had  continually  given  thereof,  and 
of  his  fincerity  in  adopting  and  maintaining  the 
principles  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  whereby 
he  was  reftr'ained  frointKe  leaft  intermeddling  in 

any 
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any   plot  in  favour  of,  or   againfl:    any   perfon  chap. 
whatever ;    yet  William   Perm's  intimacy   with       v. 
the  late   king  had  fo  firmly  fixed  jealoufies  of  v— ^/-*^ 
him  in  many  minds  of  all  ranks,   as  upon  this     J688. 
revolution  of  government,  occasioned  him  con- 
siderable embarraiTment  and  inconvenience   for 
fome  time  after. 

aOn  the  ioth  of  December  1688,  walking  inw.  Perm 
Whitehall,  he  was  fent  for  by  the  lords  of  the  b" foreThc 
council,  then  fitting  ;  and    though  nothing  ap- lords  of 
peared  againfl  him,   and  he  allured  them  that  he  fan-Time.'' 
had  done  nothing,  but  what  he  could  anfwer  be- 
fore God,  and  all  the  princes  in  the  world ;  that 
he  loved  his  country   and   the  protejlant  religion 
above  his  life,   and  never   acted   againfl  either ; 
that  all  he  ever  aimed  at  in  his  public  endea- 
vours,  was  no  other  than  what  the  prince  him- 
felf  had  declared  for  ;    that  king  James  was  al- 
ways his  friend,  and  his  father's  friend,    and  in 
gratitude  he  was  the  king's,    and   did   ever,    as 
much  as  in  him  lay,  influence  him  to  his  true 
interefl  ;  yet  they  obliged  him  to  give  fureties 
for  his  appearance  the  firfl  day  of  the  next  term  ; 
which  he  did,   and  then  was   continued  on  the 
fame  fecurity  to  Eafler   term  following,  on  the 
lad  day  of  which   no  caufe  of  crimination   ap- 
pearing, he  was  cleared  in  open  court. 

This  year  Rebecca  Travers  of  London  died.  Death  of 
She  was  born  about  the  year  1609,  received  a 
religious  education,  and  was  a  zealous  profeiTor 
among  the  baptifls.  In  the  year  1654  James 
Naylor  came  up  to  London,  and  being  engaged 
to  difpute  with  the  baptifls,  Rebecca's  curioiity 
drew  her,  with  many  others,  to  hear  the  difputa- 

tion  : 

1  Peon's  Life,  page  199. 
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c  h  a  p.  tion  :  And  coming  under  the  imprcffion  of  the 
t  _.  t  prevailing  prejudices,  which  public  rumour  cir- 
culated to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Quakers,  fhe 
pleafed  herfelf  with  hopes  of  enjoying  the  fatif- 
faction,  of  beholding  the  conqueft  and  triumph 
of  her  party  over  their  fimple  and  illiterate  an- 
tagonist. For  flie  had  heard  of  a  people  in  the 
North  called  Quakers,  who  were  principally  re- 
markable for  their  fimplicitv  and  ruftick  beha- 
viour ;  for  a  manner  of  worfhip  ftrangely  diffe- 
rent from  all  others ;  and  a  ffrenuous  oppofition 
to  all  the  public  teachers  ;  whereby  they  gave 
offence  not  only  to  the  vain,  but  even  the  reli- 
gious part  of  the  people  were  ready  to  condemn 
them.  Thus  prepoffefied,  (he  came  to  hear  the 
difpute,  which  turned  out  very  differently  from 
her  expectation  ;  for  the  plain  peafant  proved  an 
over-match  for  the  champions  of  the  baptifts, 
making  his  replies  and  remarks  fo  clofely  and  lb 
powerfully,  that  (he  thought  me  felt  his  words 
finite  them.  When  one  and  another  of  them 
gave  out,  a  third  attacked  him  with  confidence, 
as  if  he  would  have  borne  down  all  oppofition  ; 
but  producing  fcriptures,  which  turned  agamft 
him,  he  ahV,  being  confuted,  was  obliged  to 
give  up. 

Rebecca  was  afharhed  and  confounded  to  find 
a  man  fo  fmi  \.  in  appearance  mould  get  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  learned  men  ;  which  affecled 
her  with  ferlous  confiderations,  and  abated  her 
pre-conc  i\  d  prejudice  fo  far,  as  to  beget  in 
her  a  ox-fire,  to  hear  him  in  the  exercife  of  his 
mini'.try,  who  had  irianaged  the  controverfy  fo 
much  beyond  her  expectation  ;  (b.Q  had  foon  af- 
ter the  opporl  of  gratifying  her  defire,  at 
a  meeting  at  Bull  and  Mouth,  and  was  at  that 

time 
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time  fo   fully    convinced,    that    when    fhe   came  chap. 

home,    fhe    expreffed  her   apprehenfion,   "  that       v- 

"  lince    the   apoftles     days   truth  could  not  be 

"  more  plainly  laid  down,  nor  in  greater  power 

"  and  demonllration  of  the  fpirit,  than  fhe  had 

"  heard  it  that  day  ;  and  from  that  time  forward 

"  (he  attended  the  meetings  of  this  people.*' 

a  Soon  after  fhe  was  invited  by  a  friend  to 
dinner  with  James  Naylor,  where  one  prefent, 
being  high  in  notions,  put  many  curious  quef- 
tions  to  James  Naylor,  to  which  he  returned  per- 
tinent anfwers  ;  to  which  Rebecca  Travers  giv- 
ing clofe  attention,  James  Naylor,  perceiving  her 
defirous  to  comprehend  truth  in  her  underftand- 
ing,  rather  than  apply  it  to  reclify  her  heart  and 
aiteclions,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  faid,  "  feed 
"  not  on  knowledge;  it  is  as  certainly  forbidden 
"  to  thee  as  ever  it  was  to  Eve :  It  is  good  to 
"  look  upon,  but  not  to  feed  upon;  for  whofoever 
"  feeds  upon  knowledge,  dies  to  the  innocent 
"  life."  This  admonition  fhe  received  as  truth, 
and  found  it  fo  in  her  deeped  trials  ;  of  which 
fhe  had  her  fhare.  The  benefit  fhe  received  from 
his  miniftry,  and  the  profitable  imprefiions  made 
upon  her  mind,  by  the  obfervation  of  his  cir- 
cumfped:  and  felf-denying  ccnverfation  in  thofe 
days,  engaged  her  affectionate  eileem  for  James 
Naylor;  and  although  fhe  was  a  woman  of  too 
much  difcretion  and  (lability  in  religion  to  carry, 
her  regard  beyond  its  proper  limits,  to  fuch  ex- 
travagant lengths  as  thofe  weak  people  who 
contributed  to  his  downfal  ;  yet  being  a  woman 
of  a  tender  fympathizing  difpofition,  fhe  attend- 
ed   him    carefully   in   his    grievous    fufferings, 

warned 

*  J.  Whiting. 
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chap,  warned  his  wounds,  and  adminiftered  every  cha- 
v.       ritable  fervice  for  his  relief  in  her  power. 

^-^ — '  After  fome  time  fhe  received  a  gift  in  the  mi- 
i638.  riiitry,  in  which  me  feems  to  have  laboured  moflly 
in  the  city  of  London  and  its  neighbourhood. 
She  was  a  partaker  in  the  fufferings  of  thefe 
times.  In  the  year  1659  fhe  thought  it  her  duty 
to  go  to  the  public  worfliip  houfe,  called  John 
the  EvangelifVs,  to  which  fhe  formerly  belonged; 
and  after  their  worfhip  was  ended,  fhe  put  a 
queftion  to  the  priefl,  as  fhe  faid,  not  to  give 
difturbance,  but  for  edification :  The  priefl  hur- 
rying away  without  replying,  his  hearers  aflault- 
ed  her  with  violence,  railing  at,  and  pufning  her 
down  feveral  times,  whilft  fhe  had  none  to  pro- 
tect her,  or  take  her  part,  though  feveral  of  her 
relations  were  fpe&ators  of  the  abufe  fhe  receiv- 
ed. She  was  committed  to  Newgate  three  times 
in  one  year,  viz.  1 664,  this  being  the  year 
wherein  the  conventicle-act  for  banifhment  came 
in  force  ;  when  the  mode  of  fhort  and  repeated 
imprifonments  was  adopted,  in  order  that  the 
third  offence  for  transportation  might  be  expe- 
dited. She  wrote  fundry  fmall  traces,  in  one  of 
which,  directed  to  the  parifhioners  of  the  afore - 
faid  parifh,  fhe  gives  the  following  account  of 
her  religious  experience,  "  that  though  fhe  had 
<£  been  a  reader  of  the  fcriptures  from  a  child 
"  of  fix  years  old  as  conftantly  as  mod,  yet 
"  when,  by  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  fhe  was 
"  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  they  appeared 
"  another  thing  in  her  view,  being  clearly  ex- 
"  plained  to  her  ftate  and  her  underftanding,  as 
"  me  came  to  learn  of  that  fnirit,  which  gave 
"  them  forth." 

She 
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She   was  a   virtuous  woman,   difcreet   in  her  CHAP, 
conduct,  and  much  employed  in  acTs  of  chanty       v- 
and  beneficence  ;  of  fympathetic  tendernefs   to-  v~/'v->^ 
ward  the  afflicted;  and  therefore  one  of  the  fir  ft     l688- 
of  thefe   faithful   women  to    whom  the   care   of 
the  poor,  the  fick  and  the  imprifoned  members 
of  the  fociety,  was  affi'gned,  which  care,  in  con- 
junction with   others,  (he   religioully  difcharged. 
And  after  a  long  life  of  virtuous  and  charitable 
deeds,  me  died  in  much  peace   the   15th  of  the 
4th  month,   1688,  in  the  80th  year  of  her  age. 

William  Dewfbury,  a  native  of  the  Eaft  Riding  William 
in  Yorkfhire,  was  early  diftinguifhed  amongft  the  Dewfln,I7- 
foremoft  members  of  this  fociety  ;  both  for  depth 
of  religious  experience,  the  eminence  of  his  la- 
bours in  the  miniftry,  and  for  the  feverity  of 
his  fufferings  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good  con- 
fcience.  He  was  firft  bred  to  the  keeping  of 
fheep,  and  afterwards  put  apprentice  to  a  clo- 
thier. He  was  reiigioufly  inclined  early  in  life  ; 
he  went  amongft  the  independents  and  bap- 
tifts,  but  could  not  join  in  clofe  communion 
with  either  ;  and  when  the  civil  wars  broke  out 
he  entered  into  the  parliament's  armv,  with 
thofe  who  pretended  they  fought  for  the  gofpel, 
but  appeared  too  ignorant  of  what  he  conceived 
the  gofpel  to  be.  As  he  grew  more  ferioufly  at- 
tentive to  religious  conliderations,  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  expreffion  of  our  Saviour,  "  Put  up 
"  thy  fword  into  the  fcabbard  ;  if  my  kingdom 
"  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fervants 
"  fight,"  arlecled  his  mind  with  a  lively  im- 
preffion  of  the  inconfiftency  of  war  with  the 
peaceable  gofpel  of  Chrift.  Under  this  con- 
viction he  left  the  army,  and  returned  to  his 
outward  habitation  and  calling  ;  and    while  his 

Lands 
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c  h  a  p.  hands  were  diligently   employed  in  his  outward 

v*       vocation,  his  mind  was  often  exercifed  under  the 

' — "     '  convictions    of  that    light  which  had  convinced 

1088.    ^jm  Qf  ^e  evjj  Q£  outwarj  Wars,  in   a  fpiritual 

conflict  with  his  inward  enemies,  the  propenfities 
of  nature  and  the  body  of  fin  ;  and  by  patient 
and  faithful  attention  to  the  grace  of  God  which 
bringeth  falvation,  he  received  ftrength  to  over- 
come his  evil  propenfities.  About  this  time 
George  Fox  coming  to  Balby,  William  Dewf- 
bury,  as  hath  been  related  in  courfe,  aflented  to 
his  doctrine,  as  agreeing  with  his  experience, 
joined  him  in  fellowship,  and  foon  after  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry. 

He  travelled  much  in  different  parts  of  Eng- 
land for  the  propagation  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  for  which,  like  his  brethren,  he  met  with 
much  perfonal  abufe  from  the  milled  multitude  : 
his  imprifonments  were  many,  and  fome  of  them 
long.  In  the  year  1654,  on  the  information  of 
Edward  Bowles,  a  prieft  of  York,  as  a  ring- 
leader of  the  Quakers,  judge  Windham  granted 
a  warrant  to  apprehend  him  ;  and  being  foon 
after  apprehended  at  a  meeting  at  Crake,  the 
conftable  confented  to  his  continuing  there  until 
next  day,  but  in  the  night  a  rude  multitude  of 
the  inhabitants  befet  the  houfe  where  he  lodged, 
and  feized  him  by  violence,  fhouting  loudly  as 
they  were  hauling  him  from  place  to  place.  Thus 
they  kept  him  until  the  next  day,  and  then  took 
him  before  a  magiftrate;  who,  although  upon 
examination  he  could  find  no  legal  caufe,  com- 
mitted him  prifoner  to  York  Caflle,  where  he 
lay  until  the  ailizes  ;  but  was  brought  to  no  trial, 
and  at  the  termination  of  the  aliizes  he  was 
cleared  by  proclamation.     He  then  purfued  the 

line 
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line  of  his  duty,  travelling  through  Yorkfhirc  chap. 
and  Nottinghamfhire  to  Darby  and  Leicefter,  ^J^v 
at  which  places  he  was  taken  up,  carried  be-  l68g 
fore  magiftrates,  and  ordered  to  be  turned  out 
of  both  thefe  towns  ;  but  returned  and  fulfilled 
his  miniftry,  until  he  apprehended  himfelf  clear. 
His  next  imprifonment  was  at  Northampton,  in 
company  with  Jofeph  Storr  and  others,  of  which 
a  pretty  full  account  hath  been  given  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work*.  In  the  year  1657,  he 
went  up  to  London,  and  from  thence  he  travelled 
into  Kent,  and  along  the  South  coaft  weflward 
to  the  Land's  end.  In  his  return  through  Devon- 
fhire  he  was  flopped  at  Torrington,  put  under 
a  guard,  and  brought  before  the  mayor  and 
other  magiftrates :  At  this  time  many  being  raifed 
to  offices  of  magiftracy  from  inferior  ftations, 
were  very  jealous  of  the  honour  of  their  office  ; 
enraged  at  his  appearing  before  them  with  his 
hat  on,  fome  of  them,  in  wrath,  threw  his  hat 
on  the  ground,  charged  him  with  being  a  jefuit 
from  abroad,  read  him  feveral  new  laws  againfl 
him  (as  they  faid)  as  a  vagabond,  and  fent  him 
to  prifon:  They  brought  him  again  to  examina- 
tion, to  try  if  they  could  enihare  him  in  his 
words  ;  but  he  was  mercifully  preferved  in  that 
wifdom,  that  they  could  gain  no  advantage  over 
him  that  way.  They  then  made  a  mittimus  to 
fend  him  to  the  common  jail  at  Exeter ;  they 
returned  him  to  his  prifon,  where  he  had  only 
the  cold  floor  for  his  bed  ;  and  made  a  mittimus  to 
fend  him  to  the  county  jail,  in  order  to  ftand  his 
trial  at  the  enfuing  affizes.  At  laft,  as  doubtful 
of  their  power  of  fhewing  caufe,  they  tore  the 
Vol.  III.  P  mittimus, 

*  See  vol.  I.  page  190. 
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chap  mittimus,  and  let  him  at  liberty:  Being  releafed, 
v  he  profecuted  his  journey  through  Somerfetfhire, 
Wiltshire,  Glouceftcrihire  and  fo  on  to  War- 
wick, the  place  of  his  refidence.  He  vifited 
Scotland  in  the  year  1658,  and  London  again 
in  1659.  In  the  years  1661,  62,  63,  his 
travels  were  much  interrupted  by  fuccemve  im- 
prisonments for  his  leftimony  ;  firfl  at  York,  for 
part  of  the  two  former  years  ;  next  in  Newgate, 
London ;  and  again  at  York  cattle.  And  in 
1663  he  was  imprifoned  at  Warwick,  praemu- 
nired  for  refufmg  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  detained  a  prifoner  there  about  nineteen 
years  in  all,  four  of  them  under  a  clofe  impri- 
fonment.  Being  releafed  for  a  feafon  by  king 
Charles's  declaration  of  indulgence,  he  foent  a 
confiderable  part  of  his  time  of  liberty,  in  re- 
peating his  travels  for  propagating  religion  and 
righteoufnefs  in  feveral  parts  of  the  nation  (as 
he  exprelfed  it)  while  the  doors  was  open.  But 
after  a  few  years  he  was  again  taken  up  in  his 
travels  at  or  about  Leiceiter  for  a  jefuit,  and  re- 
committed to  his  former  prifon  at  Warwick. 
The  vindictive  difpofition  of  the  perfecutors  of 
this  time,  leading  them  to  add  any  invidious 
character  to  the  iniquity  and  hardfhip  of  their 
imprisonments,  which  might  render  this  people, 
and  particularly  the  molt  ufeful  and  confider- 
able members,  obnoxious  to  public  odium  ;  the 
jefuits  being  in  a  peculiar  manner  obnoxious  at 
this  time  ;  for  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  popifh 
plot.  In  this  imprifonnient  he  was  detained  by 
the  beft  accounts,  I  have,  until  the  general  re- 
leafe  of  friends  by  king  James.  After  his  lafl 
releafe  he  was  difabled  from  travelling  much, 
his  health  and  ftrength  being  fo  greatly  impaired 

by 
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by  the  many  violent  abufes  and   long  imprifon-  chap. 
ments  he  had  endured,  that  he  was   obliged   to       v« 
reft  frequently  in  walking  from  his  houfe  to  the  ^"v*^ 
meeting  place   in  the  fame  town.     In   the   3d    x^88* 
month,   1688,   he  travelled   to  London,  moflly 
vifited  the  meetings   in    that  city,  intending   to 
ffay   the  yearly  meeting,    which  was  approach- 
ing, and  here  preached  his  lait  fermon  in  a  lively 
animated  teffimony  to  the  neceflity  of  regenera- 
tion, in  order   to   infure   an    entrance   into  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven.     But  being  feized  with  a 
fharp  fit  of  a  diftemper  which  he  had  contracted 
in  prifon,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  endeavour 
to  return  home,  and  left  behind  him  a  ffiort  epif- 
tle  to  the  yearly  meeting,    fignifying  his  reaibn 
for  leaving   London   at  that   time,  and   wifhing 
his   friends  there  divine  afhftance  and  heavenly 
wifdom,  in  their  endeavours  and  confultations  for 
the  good  of  the  body. 

He  got  home  by  fhort  journeys,  but  furvived 
his  departure  from  the  city  only  feventeen  days. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  penetration,  great  expe- 
rience in  the  work  of  religion;  courageous  in 
bearing  his  teftimony  for  the  truth,  both  in  his 
miniftry  and  converfation,  and  undaunted  in  fuf- 
fering  for  it  ;  as  appears  by  his  following  ex- 
preflions  on  his  death  bed,  to  fome  friends  who 
came  to  vifit  him,  "  Friends,  be  faithful,  and 
trufl  in  the  Lord  your  God ;  for  this,  I  can 
fay,  I  never  played  the  coward;  but  as  joy- 
fully entered  priibns  as  palaces. — And  in  the 
prifon  houfe,  I  fang  praifes  to  my  God  ;  and 
efteemed  the  bolts  and  locks  put  upon  me  as 
jewels,  and  in  the  name  of  the  eternal  God, 
I  always  got  the  victory  ;  for  they  could  not 
P  2  "  keep 
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chap."  keep  me  any  longer  than  the  time  determined 
v.       «  of  him.*' 

Vw-rvN-''  His  fidelity  in  duty,  his  fincerity  in  religion, 
1688.  ancj  j-jjs  patience  in  tribulation,  were  abundantly 
rewarded  by  the  ferenity  of  his  confeience,  and 
the  peaceful  tenour  of  his  mind  at  this  awful 
period,  whereby  he  could  look  death  in  the  face, 
not  only  without  terror,  but  with  a  holy  tri- 
umph over  its  power  :  For,  continuing  his  dif- 
courfe  he  faid,  "  my  departure  draws  nigh  j 
"  blefled  be  God,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  die, 
"  and  put  olf  this  corruptible  and  mortal  ta- 
"  bernacle,  this  body  of  flefh,  that  hath  fo  many 
"  infirmities  ;  but  the  life  that  dwells  in  it  af- 
"  cends  out  of  the  reach  of  death,  hell  and  the 
"  grave  ;  and  immortality  and  eternal  life  is  my 
"  crown  for  ever  and  ever." 

He  concluded  in  prayer  and  fupplication  to 
the  Lord,  for  all  his  people  every  where  ;  but 
more  efpecially  for  his  dearly  beloved  friends  af- 
fembled  at  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  where 
he  intended  to  have  been,  if  his  health  had  ena- 
bled him.  He  departed  this  life  at  his  houfe  in 
Warwick,  in  a  good  age,  the  17th  of  the  4th 
month,  1688. 
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BOOK         VI. 

From  the  Revolution  to  the  Accession 
of  George  I. 


CHAP.       I. 

The  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  elecled  King 
and  Queen  of  England.— Convention  changed 
into  a  Parliament. — An  Attempt  to  abolijh  the 
Tejl. — Rejecled  by  the  Lords. — Acl  of  Toleration 
brought  in  and  pajfed. — Some  Members  reluclant 
to  the  Eafe  intended  the  Dijfenters,  and propofed 
a  ConfeJJion  of  Faith  as  a  Tejl. — Friends  propofe 
a  Confeffion  of  their  own  drawing  up,  which  is 
accepted. — Declaration  of  Fidelity  allowed  to  the 
Quakers,  in/lead  of  the  Oath  prefcribed  by  the 
Acl. — Claufe  for  Payment  of  Tithes. — Account 
of  Alexander  Parker. — Further  Troubles  of 
William  Penn. — Account  of  Robert  Lodge. — Ro- 
bert Barclay.— George  Fox. — Thomas  Salthoufe.  c  H  A  p- 

W ILLI AM  and  Mary,  prince  and  princefs   of    1689. 
Orange,  being  elected  king  and  queen  of  Eng-  ™e  ^"J, 
land,  by  a  convention  of  the  two  eltates  of  lords  of  orange 

and  eIedledkin£ 

<uiu  ar(j  queen 
of  England. 
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chap,  and   commons,    were  crowned   at    Weilminfler 
i-       the  1  ith  of  2mo.  O.  S.  called  April,  1689  *.    The 

.V — * — '  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
1689.    cjorij    as  Sancroft,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  de- 
clined the  office. 

The  king  having  appointed  his  privy  council, 
they  judged  it  expedient  to  convert  the  prefent 
convention  into  a  parliament,  in  order  that  the 
new  fettlement  might  be  eftablifhed  by  a  legal 
fan&ion  :  and  it  was  thought  hazardous  to  the 
peace  of  the  nation  to  proceed  to  a  new  elec- 
tion, until  the  revolution  was  more  firmly  fettled. 
For  although  the  common  danger  had  united 
different  parties  in  a  joint  application  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  yet  they  were  no  fooner  ref- 
cued  therefrom,  than  their  former  prejudices, 
and  jealoufies  of  him,  and  each  other,  began  to 
revive.  As  he  had  been  bred  a  Calvinift,  and 
was  a  warm  advocate  for  liberty  of  confeience, 
the  prefbyterians  and  other  diffenters  were  zea- 
loufly  attached  to  him,  and   confidered  him  as 

*  The  coronation  oatli  according  to  the  new  form  was 
rhis  : 

Will  vcu  folemnl)'  promife  and  (wear  to  govern  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  of  Lngland,  and  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging  according  to  the  ftatute*  in  parliament  agreed  to, 
and  the  Uws  and  cuitoms  of  the  fame  t  Jlnpver.  I  fokmnly 
promife  fo  to  do. 

Will  you  to  your  power  caufe  law  and  juftice  in  mercy 
to  be  executed  in  all  your  judgments  ?    Anfivtr.  I  will. 

1  he  next  quettion,  will  you  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power 
maintain  the  law  of  God,  the  true  profclfion  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  proteftant  reformed  religion  eitabliliied  by  law  ?  And 
will  you  preferve  ui.to  the  biiliops  and  e'egy  of  this  realm, 
and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their  change,  all  fuch 
Tights,  and  privileges,  as  ihall  belong  to  them  ?  Anf'xer.  All 
this  I  promife  to  do  ? 

their 
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their   protector ;  but   for    the     lame   reafon  the  chap. 
high-churchmen  began  to  regard  him  with  a  jea-        i« 
lous  eye,  firfl  endeavoured  to  exclude  him  from  v — v-*-' 
the  throne,  and   afterwards  to   thwart  his  mea-     *6S9- 
fures,  and   perplex  his    government.     The  old 
party  heats  were    rekindling,  and  virulent  dif- 
putations  like  to  blow  them  up  to  a  flame.     In 
this  (late  of  the  nation  it  was  deemed  inexpedi- 
ent to  proceed  to  a  new  election.    Wherefore  the  The  con 
king  went  in  the  ufual  form  and  ftate,  and  opened  2°nd 
the  feffion  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne.    After  into  a  par- 
the  ufual  form  Gf  returning  the  king  thanks  for  iament- 
his  fpeech,  a  bill  was    brought   in  and   pafied, 
whereby  the  lords  and  commons,  now  fitting  at 
Weftminfter,  were  declared  to  be  a  parliament  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes. 

The  parliament  now  conceiving  themfelves  in- 
vefted  with  full   power  to  discharge  their  func- 
tions,   proceeded  to   the   enacting  fuch   laws  as 
appeared  requifite  to  attain  the  ends  of  the  revo- 
lution.    As  the  fears   and  averfion  of  the  pro- 
tectant  fubjects   to  popery  had  given  rife  to   a 
coalition,  which  brought  about  this  revolution, 
the    firit    attempt    of    the    parliament    was    to  An  attempt 
flrengthen  this    coalition,    in    uniting   the  pro- *"  ab^:(li 
teftants  of  the  different  denominations  in  flronger 
bands    of    alliance   againit    their    common    ad- 
verfaries,    and    attaching    them    clofeiy    to   the 
prefent  government,  by  taking  away  the  facra- 
mental  telt  (i'o  called  J  and  making  room  for  all 
protectants  to  be  admitted  to  ofHces,  who  might 
be  found  qualified  ;   but  this  biil  was  rejected  by  re;-^fd  by 
the  lords.     This  attempt  in  favour  of  the  diffen- the  lord8- 
ters  being  fuppofed  to  be  promoted  by  the  king, 
augmented    the  prejudices    of  the    high-church- 
men againft  him. 

The 


it 
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chap.      The  next  meafure  in  favour  of  diflenters  was 
!•       attended  with  better  fuccefs,  i.  e.  the  bringing 
V-^'v^-'  in  and  palling   an   act,  commonly   called,    The 
1689.    aft  0j-  toleration,  intitled    An  acl  for  exempting 
kration      protejlant  fubjecls,    diffenting  from   the  church  of 
a'd^affd   F-n&and-i  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laves,  which 
into  a  law.  paffed     without    much     oppofition.     For    after 
their  late  promifes  to  the  diflenters,  when  they 
wanted  their  aiiiftance  ;  after  lofing  the  pretext 
for  oppofition,  on  account  of  the  incompetency 
of  the  power  granting  it ;  after  the  declaration 
of  the   bifhops  in  their  addrefs  to  king  James, 
That  in  relation  to  the  diflenters  they  were 
willing  to  come  to  fuch  a  temper,  as  mall  be 
"  thought  fit,  when  the  matter  comes  to  be  con- 
"  fidered  and  fettled  in  parliament  :"  The  high- 
churchmen  could  not  with  any  degree  of  plaufi- 
bility  oppofe  fo  reafonable  a  provifion  for  the 
Some  mem- quiet  and  fecurity  of  this  body  of  the  fubjects  in 
reKnt  Yo  t^e  poffeffion  of  their  liberty  and  property.    Yet 
the  eafe  in-  ftill  fome  of  them  could  not  refrain  difcovering 
diffeme?    tne*r  reluctance  to  the  relief  intended  to  the  dif- 
fenters,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  people  called 
Quakers  by  this  acl :    b  for  fome  friends  of  Lon- 
don attending  the  parliament  to  ufe  their  endea- 
vours that  the  bill  might  pafs  in  fuch  terms  as 
and  propofe  mignt  yield  an  effectual  relief  to  the  fociety  from 
aconfeffion  perfecution,  and  fecure   their  religious   liberties 
ateft."1*3  without  interruption,  they  found  the  bill  clogged 
with  a  confeflion  of  faith,  as  a  teft  upon  the  dif- 
fenters,  to  qualify  them  for  admiflion  to  the  be- 
nefit of  the  act  which  feemed  to  them  defigned 
to  exclude  the  people  called  (Quakers,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  declaration  made  in  the  houfe,  by 
fome  adverfe   member    or   members,    That  the 

Quakers 

b  George  Whitehead,  p.  634. 
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Quakers  were  no  cbri/iians — An  old  refuted  ca-  c  H  A  p« 

I. 


lumny   of   notorious   adverfaries,    or    malicious 


apoftates. 

The  article  propofed  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill  9* 
by  way  of  tell  was  this,  "  That  all  fuch  who 
"  profefs  faith  in  God  the  father,  and  in  Jefus 
"  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the  true  God,  and  in 
"  the  Holy  Spirit,  co-equal  with  the  Father  and 
"  the  Son  one  God  bleffed  for  ever  :  And  do 
"  acknow  ige  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  old  and 
"  new  teftament  to  be  the  revealed  will  and  word 
«  of  God." 

Becaufe  the  people  called  Quakers  difiented 
from  the  unfcriptural  terms,  wherein  divers  pro- 
feflbrs  had  endeavoured  to  explain  their  notions 
of  the  three,  that  bear  record  in  heaven  ;  and  ob-, 
jecled  to  the  term,  the  word  of  God,  being  appli- 
cable to  the  fcriptures,  in  the  fenfe  the  fcriptures 
themfelves  apply  it,  viz.  The  word  that  was 
from  the  beginning,  that  was  with  God,  and  was 
God,  their  adverfaries  calumniated  them  with  dis- 
believing the  Trinity,  and  denying  the  fcrip- 
tures ;  whereas  they  were  always  ready  to  tef- 
tify  their  faith  in  both  according  to  fcripture 
teftimony,  but  did  not  efteem  themfelves  obliged 
to  receive  for  doclrine,  the  invented  terms,  or 
commandments  of  men,  without  it.  c  They  be- 
lieved in  Chrift,  in  his  divinity,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  and  as  he  is  the  eternal  word.  And  that 
the  three  which  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Fa- 
ther, the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  One  j 
one  God  bleffed  for  ever. 

Now  it  is  apprehended,  that  the  above  claufe 
for  a  ted  was  inferted  in  the  bill  on  the  preemp- 
tion 

«  G.  Whitehead,  p.  65$. 
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tion  that  this  people  would  fcruple  acceding 
thereto,  by  fome  who  had  adopted  the  perfuafion, 
"^6g  "*"  received  by  too  many  at  that  time,  that  they 
difbelieved  the  Trinity,  and  denied  the  fcrip- 
tures. 

Upon  viewing  this  claufe  in  the  bill,  the  friends 
who  were  attending  the  parliament,  to  folicit  the 
pairing  thereof  in  fuch  terms,  as  might  give  ef- 
fectual  relief    to   them  arid  their   brethren,    as 
well    as  to   other    diJfenters,    obje"  :d   to    fome 
expreflion  in  the  aforefaid  profeilion,  as  appear- 
ing unfcriptural  ;  and  therefore,   at  the  defire  oi 
Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  and  fome  others,  who  were 
friendly,  that  they  might  not  lie  under  the  impu- 
tation of  being  no  chrijliuns,  nor  be  deprived  of 
Fricndspro-  the   benefit  of  the  intended    act,  they  propofed 
feffion  of     the  following  profeflion  inftead  thereof,  viz.  "  I 
thrown,  u  profefg  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefws 
"  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the  true  God,  and  in 
"  the    Holy  Spirit,  one   God  bleued  for  ever  : 
"  And   do  acknowledge   the  holy  fcriptures  ot 
"  the  old  and  new  teftament  to  be    given  by  di- 
"  vine  infpiration." 

Which  Sir  Thomas  Claries  took  into  the 
houfe,  and  moved  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  that  this  lafl  propofed  confeflion  of  faith 
be  inferted  in  the  place  of  the  former  ;  where- 
upon the  friends  in  waiting,  George  Whkehead, 
John  Vaughton,  William  Mead  and  John  Ofgood 
were  called  in  and  examined,  and  give  them, 
or  the  moderate  part,  full  fatisfacHon  as  to  their 
belief  in  thefe  points,  which  was  conducive  to 
gain  the  end  of  their  attendance,  obtaining  the 
feme  relief  for  their  friends,  as  other  diilenters 
were  favoured  with. 

This  a^t  gi  w  liberty  to  diffenters  to  hold  their 
meetings  without  moLllation,  provided  the  doors 

were 
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were  not   locked,    barred  or  bolted  during  the  c  H  a  p. 
time  of  fuch  meeting.     Provided  alfo  they  take       i« 
the  oaths  prefcribed  in  the  act.     And  inafmuch  *- — * — ' 
as    the   people  called  Quakers  entertain  a  con-     l689- 
fcientious  fcruple  againlt  taking  any  oath,  they 
were  entitled,  upon    their    fubferibing    the   fol- 
lowing  declaration,  to   the   benefit  of  the   act, 
viz. 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  fmcerely  promife  and  folemnly  Declaration 
"  declare,  before  God  and  the  world,  that  IwiMfS* 

....        '  allowed  to 

"  be  true  and  faithful  to  king  William  and  queen  Quakers  in- 

"  Mary.    And   I  folemnly  profefs  and  declare, Jaetahdofthc 

"  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  deteft  and  re- 

"  nounce,  as  impious  and  heretical,  thatdamna- 

"  ble  doctrine  and  pofition,  that  princes  excom- 

"  municated,  or  deprived  by  the  pope,  or  any 

6i  authority   of  the   See  of  Rome,  may  be  de- 

"  pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjects  or  any 

"  other  whatfoever.    And  I  do  declare  that  no 

"  foreign  prince,   perfon,   prelate,  (late  or   po- 

"  tentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  power,  ju- 

"  rifdi&ion,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence  or  autho- 

"  rity,    ecclefiaftical   or    fpiritual,    within    this 

"  realm." 

And  provided  they  fhall  fubferibe  a  profeflion 
of  their  chriftian  belief  in  thefe  words  : 

[The  fame  which  the  friends  drew  up.] 

As  a  profeflion  of  faith  is  required  of  this  fo- 
ciety  only,  it  evinces  the  truth  of  the  conjecture, 
that  this  profeffion  of  faith  was  darted,  with  a 
view  to  exclude  the  people  called  Quakers  from 
a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  this  act. 

It  was  alfo  enaded,  that  no  congregation  or 
affembly  be  allowed  by  this  aft,  until  the  place  of 
fuch  meeting  fhould  be  certified  to  the  bifhop  of 
the  diocefe,  or  to  the  arch-deacon  of  the  arch- 
deaconry, 
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chap,  deaconry,  or  to    the  juftices    of   peace   at    the 
1.       general  or  quarter  feffions  of  the  peace  for  the 

v-^/~^  county,  city  or  place,  in  which  fuch  meeting 
1689.  iliould  be  held,  and  regiftered  in  the  faid  bi- 
fhop's  or  arch-deacon's  court  refpectively,  or 
recorded  at  the  faid  quarter  feffions,  for  which 
the  regifter  or  clerk  ihould  not  take  a  greater 
fee  or  reward  than  iix-pence. 

The  people  called  Quakers  by  this  ac"fc  were 
at  laft  legally  tolerated  in  their  religion,  and  ex- 
empted from  the  perfecution  they  had  been  long 
fubjecled  to,  for  keeping  up  their  religious  meet- 
ings, and  declining  to  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance. But  they  were  and  are  (till  fubjected  to 
the  power  of  thofe  called  fpiritual  courts  in  pro- 
fecutions  for  tithes,  the  5th  claufe  of  the  act 
being, 

ctaufe  for        "  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  con- 

^Kh«g  tained  ihould  be  conftrued  to    exempt  any  of 

"  the  perfons  aforefaid  from  paying  of  tithes, 
"  and  other  parochial  duties  to  the  church  or 
"  minifter,  nor  from  any  profecution  in  any 
"  ecclefiaftical  court  or  elfewhere  for  the  fame." 

So  that  they  were  not  exempted  from  fuffer- 
in<?s  for  their  religious  ditTent  to  the  legality  of 
tithes  under  the  gofpel.  For  although  the  king 
was  principled  again  ft  perfecution,  yet  this  ex- 
emption was  out  of  his  power  to  grant,  being 
prevented  by  the  coronation  oath.  Many  of  the 
profecutions  for  thefe  demands  evidence  that 
the  fpirit  of  perfecution  furvived  the  a£t  of  tole- 
ration, by  the  fevere  and  oppreffive  methods 
adopted  by  many  claimants  of  tithes  for  the  re- 
covery of  their  demands,  of  which  an  account 
may  appear  in  the  fequel. 

They 
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They  were  as  yet  alfo  liable  to  many  incon-  chap. 
veniences   and  loifes,  by  reafon  of   their    con-  k^-^^j 
fcientious  fcruple  to  take  an  oath  ;  but  the  le-     ^89. 
giflature,  fometime  after  upon  their  petition,  was 
pleafed  to  yield  them  relief  in  that  matter. 

This  year  died  Alexander  Parker.  d  He  was  Account  of 
born  on  the  borders  of  Yorkfbire,  near  Bolton  A" parkcr- 
in  Lancafhire  ;  was  well  educated,  and  early  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  the  principles  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  and  became  an  eminent  mi- 
nifter  in  that  fociety.  He  accompanied  George 
Fox  in  his  journey  to  London,  when  he  was  fent 
up  by  Colonel  Hacker  to  Oliver  Cromwell ; 
tarried  with  him  in  and  about  London,  and 
travelled  with  him  through  fundry  counties ; 
as  he  did  afterwards  from  time  to  time  in  divers 
journeys  in  different  parts  of  England,  in  Scot- 
land, and  into  Holland  in  1684.  He  travelled 
alfo  many  journeys  by  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of 
his  gofpel  labours,  being  one  in  the  number  of 
the  worthies  of  this  age,  who  were  given  up  to 
the  fervice  of  their  maker,  and  the  promoting  of 
pure  religion  and  the  practice  of  piety  in  the  na- 
tion, as  the  principal  purpofe  of  their  lives.  In  the 
year  1664,  efoon  after  the  acl:  for  banifhment  was 
put  in  force,  on  the  17th  of  5mo-  O.  S.  com- 
monly called  July,  two  juilices  with  conftables, 
and  armed  foldiers,  came  to  the  meeting  at 
Mile-end-green  and  placed  a  guard  at  each  gate : 
After  fome  time  Alexander  Parker  flood  up  to 
fpeak,  beginning  with  thele  words,  "  In  the 
"  name  of  the  Lord,"  upon  which  one  of  the 
juftices  ruined  into  the  meeting,  profanely  cry- 
ing out,  "  In  the  name  of  the  devil  pluck  that 

"  fellow 

d  J.  Whidng,  p.  184.      c  Beffe,  vol.  1.  p.  393. 
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CHAP."  fellow    down,"    which    was    prefcntly   done. 

1.       Then  the  juflices  took  the  names  of  all  the  men, 

v->^v->^  being  thirty-two,  and  fent  them  to  newgate  for 

1689.  three  months  for  the  firft  offence  upon  the  a£t 
for  banifhment.  f  Alexander  Parker  was  impri- 
lbned  a  fecond  time  in  the  tenth  month  the  fame 
year.  In  the  3d™0-  called  May,  1670,  as  he  was 
preaching  in  Grace-church-ftreet,  he  was  vio- 
lently pulled  down,  and  carried  before  the  mayor, 
who  fined  him  20I.  In  1669  he  married  Pru- 
dence Wager,  of  Stepney,  widow,  and  fettled 
in  London,  but  (till  continued  frequent  travels 
into  different  parts  to  edify  his  friends.  After 
he  fixed  his  refidence  in  London  he  was  very 
ferviceable  in  company  with  other  friends  in  fe- 
licitations to  government,  for  the  relief  of  their 
friends  under  fufferings,  being  a  man  very  fit  for 
fuch  fervice,  comely  in  his  perfon  and  deport- 
ment. He  wrote  feveral  treadles  and  epiilles 
to  his  friends  for  their  edification  :  And  con- 
cluded a  life  fpent  in  honed  endeavours  to  do 
good,  in  much  peace,  the  8th  of  the  ift  month 
1688-9. 

1690.  William  Penn,  notwithstanding  his  public  dif- 
Iroubics of  claiming  of  difloyal  principles;  notwithstanding 
w.  Penn.    the  defence  he  had  made  before  the  council  ;  and 

notwithstanding  nothing  criminal  had  been  laid 
to  his  charge  ;  yet  his  late  fuppofed  intimacy  at 
the  court  of  king  James  brought  him  under 
Itrong  fufpicions  of  being  difaffected  to  the  pre- 
fent  government,  and  involved  him  in  a  feries 
of  troublefome  profecutions  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year :  The  intelligence  of  William  Pop- 
ple in  his  letter,  that  he  had  many  powerful  ene- 
mies, 

f  J.  Whiting's  Memoirs. 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS.  239 

mics,  feems  confirmed  by  the  foqucl,  for  he  was  chap. 
again  brought  before  the  privy  council,  upon  an       l» 
accufation  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  *- — v~~J 
late  king:    Upon  their  requiring  fureties  for  his      1690. 
appearance,  he  appealed   to  king   William  him- 
felf,  who,  after  a  conference  of  near  two  hours, 
inclined  to  acquit  him  ;  but,  to  pleafe  fome  of 
the  council  he  was  held  upon  bail,  and  in  Tri- 
nity term  the  fame  year  difcharged. 

As  the  campaign  in  Ireland  had  not  been  at- 
tended with  much  fuccefs  the  lad  year,  king 
William  determined  to  command  the  army  there 
in  perfon,  which  fuggefled  to  fome  of  the  dif- 
contented  party  a  favourable  opportunity,  during 
his  abfence  to  form  a  confpiracy  in  favour  of  the 
abdicated  monarch  :  This  confpiracy,  originally 
formed  in  Scotland,  was  difcovered  about  the 
time  of  the  king's  departure  for  Ireland,  upon 
which  a  proclamation  was  ilTaed  cut  by  the  queen, 
for  feizing,  not  only  thofe  immediately  engaged 
therein,  but  fuch  alfo  as  lay  under  fufpicion  of 
being  zealous  partizans  of  the  late  king,  and 
amongft  ethers  William  Penn  ;  who,  with  divers 
lords  and  others  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  was 
charged  with  adhering  to  the  kingdom's  ene- 
mies ;  but  proof  fa;ling  refpecting  him,  he  was 
again  cleared  by  the  court  of  king's  bench  on 
the  lafl  day  cf  that  called  Michaelmas  term  this 
year.  ^ 

Being  now  at  liberty,  he  had  purpofed  to  make 
another  voyage  to  Penfylvania,  and  had  publifhed 
propofals  in  print  for  a  fecond  fettlement  there, 
but  was  prevented  by  a  frefh  accufation  cf  being 
concerned  in  another  plot.  King  William  going 
over  to  the  congrefs  at  the  Hague,  as  foon  as  his 
intentions  were  known,  fome  of  the  difaffected 

party 
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chap  party  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity,  which  his  abfence  would  afford  them,  to 
,  form  a  new  confpir^cy  againft  the  government ; 
and  in  order  to  accomplifh  their  defign,  Lord 
Prefton  and  one  Afliton  were  fixed  upon  to  go 
over  to  France,  to  concert  with  king  James  the 
meafures  and  conditions,  upon  which  they  were 
to  proceed  :  But  by  intelligence  given  to  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  they  were  both  taken 
in  the  hold  of  the  veffel,  which  they  had  engaged 
to  take  them  to  France,  together  with  the  packet 
of  letters  and  papers  they  were  carrying  over. 
Aihton  was  executed :  But  Prefton,  to  fave  his 
own  life,  informed  againft  feveral  of  the  nobility, 
who  had  been  mofl  active  in  forwarding  the  re- 
volution, as  well  as  againft  many  of  the  parti- 
fans  of  the  late  king,  and  amongft  others  againft 
William  Penn  ;  and  this  accufation  being  backed 
by  the  oath  of  one  *  William  Fuller,  who  was 
afterward  branded  by  the  parliament  with  infamy 
as  an  impoftor,  a  warrant  was  thereupon  granted 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  William  Penn,  which 
he  narrowly  efcaped  at  his  return  from  George 
Fox's  burial,  the  16th  nmo-  O.  S.  called  Janu- 
ary 1690-1. 

He  had  hitherto  defended  himfelf  before  the 
king  and  council :    But  perceiving  his  fafety  to 
be   greatly    endangered,    having,    undefervedly, 
many  powerful  enemies,  the  tide  of  public  ru- 
mour 


*  In  the  year  1 702  this  Fuller  was  profccutcd  in  the  king's 
bench  and  convicled  as  an  impoflor  :  And  for  publifhing  cer- 
tain libels,  one  entitled,  Original  Utters  of  the  late  king  'fame/, 
tsV.  Another,  Twenty-fix  depojttions  of  perfons  of  quality  and 
worth,  was  fentenced  to  ftand  three  times  in  the  pillory,  to 
be  fent  to  the  houfe  of  correction,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  one 
thoufand  marks. — Salmon's  Geography,  p.  241. 
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mour   making   againft    the    accufed,    and    two  chap. 
witneffes  now  procured  againft   him  in  particu-       *■ 
lar,  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  retire  for  v-""v'"w', 
the  prefent,  'till  more  favourable  circumilances     I09°* 
might  give  him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
without   prejudice  in    vindication    of   his  inno- 
cence, than  in  the  prefent  circ urn  (lances  hazard 
the  facrificing  thereof  to  the  oaths  of  a  profligate 
mifcreant ;  he  accordingly  appeared  little  in  pub- 
lic for  two  or  three  years.  During  this  recefs  he 
employed  himielf  in  writing ;  and  firft,  left  his 
friends  might  be  induced  by  public  report  to  en- 
tertain any  fufpicious  fentiments  concerning  him, 
he  fent  the  following  epiftle  to  their  yearly  meet- 
ing in  London,  viz. 

"  The  30th  of  the  third  month,  1691^ 
"  My  beloved,  dear,  and  honoured  brethren, 

"  MY  unchangeable  love  falutes  you  ;  and 
"  though  I  am  abfent  from  you,  yet  I  feel  the 
**  fweet  and  lowly  life  of  your  heavenly  fellow- 
"  (hip,  by  which  I  am  with  you,  and  a  partaker 
"  amongft  you,  whom  I  have  loved  above  my 
'*  chiefeft  joy :  receive  no  evil  furmifings,  nei- 
"  ther  fuffer  hard  thoughts,  through  the  infi- 
"  nuations  of  any,  to  enter  your  minds  againft 
"  me,  your  affii&ed,  but  not  forfaken,  friend 
"  and  brother.  My  enemies  are  yours,  and,  in 
"  the  ground,  mine  for  your  fakes ;  and  that 
"  God  feeth  in  fecret,  and  will  one  day  reward 
"  openly.  My  privacy  is  not  becaufe  men  have 
"  fworn  truly,  but  falfely  againft  me  ;*'  For 
wicked  men  have  laid  in  wait  for  me,  and  falfe 
witneffes  have  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew 
not,  "  who  have  never  fought  myfelf,  but   the 

Vol.  III.  q_  «  good 
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CHAP.  M  good  of  all,  through  great  exercifes,  and  have 
h       "  done  fome  good,  and  would  have  done  more, 
^^rNj  "  and  hurt  to  no  man  ;  but  always  defired  that 
» 690.     tt  truth    and    righteoufnefs,    mercy   and   peace, 
"  might  take  place  amongit   us.     Feel  me  near 
"  you,  and  lay  me  near  you,  my  dear  and  be- 
"  loved   brethren  ;  and  leave   me   not  ;  neither 
forfake,  but   wreftle  with  him  that  is  able  to 
prevail  againft  the  cruel  defires   of  fome,  that 
we  may  yet  meet  in  the  congregations  of  his 
people,  as  in   days  pad,  to  our  mutual  com- 
fort.    The  everlailing  God  of  his  chofen  in 
all  generations,  be  in  the   midft  of  you,  and 
crown  your  mod  folemn  aflemblies  with   his 
bleifed  prefence  !  that  his  tender,  meek,  lowly, 
and  heavenly  love  and  life  may  flow  among 
you,  and  that  he  would  pleafe  to  make  it  a 
e<  feafoning  and  fruitful  opportunity  to  you  !  that 
"  edified  and  comforted  you  may  return  home, 
"  to  his  glorious  high  praife,  who  is  worthy  for 
«  ever  !  To  whom  I  commit  you,  defiring  to  be 
«  remembered  of  you  before  him,  in  the  neareil 
«  and  frefheft  acceiTes,  who  cannot  forget  you  in 
«  the  neareil  relation, 

"  Your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

"  W.  P." 

His  excellent  preface  to  Robert  Barclay's 
works,  and  another  to  thofe  of  John  Burnyeat, 
both  printed  this  year,  were  farther  fruits  of  his 
retirement ;  as  were  alfo, 

1.  A  final  1  treatife,  entitled,  "  Juft  Meafures, 
"  in  an  epiltle  of  peace  and  love,  to  fuch  pro- 
"  feffors  as  are  under  any  difTatisfa&ion  about 
"  the  prefent  order  pradifed  in  the  church  of 
"  Cm-id." 

2.  "  A  key 
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2.  "  A  key  opening  the  way  to  every  common  chap. 
"  underflanding,  how  to  difcern  the  difference       I- 
"  between   the  religion  profefied  by  the  people  '      T*Ji 
"  called   Quakers,  and   the   perverfions,  mifre-     l69°- 
"  prefentations,  and  calumnies   of  their    adver- 
"  faries,  both    upon  their  principles  and  prac- 
"  tices  ;  wherein  feveral  doctrines  of  that  people 
"  are  fet  in  a  clear  light :"   a  book  fo  generally 
accepted,  that  it  has  been  re-printed  even  to  the 
fifteenth  edition.  • 

Having  thus  improved  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment, it  pleafed  divine  providence  in  the  year 
1693,  t0  diffipate  this  cloud  and  to  open  his  way 
again  to  public  fervice  :  for  through  the  media- 
tion of  his  friends,  Lord  Ranelagh,  Lord  Somers, 
Sir  John  Trenchard,  or  fome  of  them,  he  was 
admitted  to  appear  before  the  privy  council, 
where  he  pleaded  his  innocency,  fo  as  to  obtain 
his  releafe,  and  met  with  no  further  trouble  on 
the  like  account. 

In  this  year  the  fociety  were  deprived  of  the 
following  eminent  and  ferviceable  members,  fome 
of  whole  labours  have  appeared  confiderable 
enough  to  be  particularly  noticed  in  courfe  in 
various  parts  of  this  hiftory,  viz.  John  Eurn- 
yeat,  Robert  Lodge,  Robert  Barclay,  George 
Fox  and  Thomas  Salthoufe. 

1.  John  Burnyeat  married,  and  fpent  his  latter 
years  in  Ireland,  where  will  be  the  proper  place 
to  give  account  of  him. 

2.  Robert  Lodge,  his  early  and  frequent  com- Accounts 
panion  and  fellow  traveller  in  his  religious  vifits  JjJ^J 
to  his  friends  in  various  parts,  had  his  domeftic 
refidence  at  Mafliam  in  Yorkshire,  where  he  was 

born  about  the  year   1636.     He  was   religioufly 
inclined  from  his  youth,  and  hi3   underflanding 

Q  2  was 
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was  opened  to  behold,  in  true  religion,  a  purity 
and  refinement  beyond  the  inftrucHons  and  ge- 
^fa?"  neral  doctrine  of  the  priefts  or  teachers  of  that 
age  ;  with  feveral  of  whom  he  would  difcourfe 
on  ferious  fubjects,  in  which  he  generally  proved 
his  apprehenfions  and  notions  fuperior  to  theirs, 
before  he  had  heard  of  any  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  or  joined  himfelf  to  their  religious  fo- 
ciety  :  But  when  they  came  into  thofe  parts,  he 
•  (with  many  others)  was  convinced  about  the  year 
1654,  and  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age.  A 
meeting  was  gathered  here  to  fit  together  in 
filence,  waiting  for  divine  inftru&ion,  to  feel 
the  ftate  of  their  own  minds,  and  to  receive 
power  over  their  natural  infirmities  and  propen- 
fities,  and  through  faith  being  ftrengthened  to 
obtain  the  victory,  were  in  due  time  prepared  to 
receive  fpiritual  gifts.  Amongfl  them  Robert 
Lodge  was  favoured  with  an  eminent  gift  in  the 
miniftry,  in  the  exercife  whereof  he  travelled  in 
this  nation,  and  in  Ireland  ;  his  labours  were  at- 
tended with  a  convincing  evidence,  whereby  he 
was  made  inftrumental  to  gather  many  from  the 
evils  that  are  in  the  world  and  the  entangle- 
ments thereof,  to  ferious  confideration  of  their 
ways,  and  religious  defires  after  the  attainment 
of  peace  and  future  happinefs. 

His  labours  and  travels  in  Ireland,  in  company 
with  John  Burnyeat,  have  been  related  in  courle. 
Soon  after  his  return  in  1660,  he  was  imprifoned, 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  more  in  the 
county  of  York,  in  the  general  imprifonment  fuc- 
ceeding  the  infurrection  of  the  fifth  monarchy 
men,  and  detained  in  prifon  till  king  Charles  II. 
iiTued  his  proclamation  for  their  releafe  in  the 
next  year.  He  was  again  imprifoned  at  Wake- 
field 
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field  in  the  faid  county  in  1665.     He  went  toc  H  A  p. 
Ireland  a  fecond  time  in  company  with  George       l' 
Fox  in  1669,  where  their  fervice  was  conducive  v    y^^ 
to  the  ftrengthening  of  many,  their  meetings  be- 
ing held  and  their  miniftry  exercifed  under  die 
fenfe  of  the  divine  power  and  prefence. 

After  his  return  he  continued  his  miniflerial 
labours  for  fome  time  about  his  native  county  : 
And  attended  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  ac- 
companied by  his  old  companion  John  Burnyeat, 
in  the  years  1674  and  1676,  and  in  the  latter 
year  vifited  Briftol  and  parts  adjacent.  John 
Burnyeat  and  he  had  been  frequent  companions 
in  travelling,  and  clofely  united  in  their  fervices, 
and  they  finifhed  their  courfe  nearly  together,  the 
former  being  removed  by  death  the  1  uh  and  the 
latter  the  15th  of  the  fame  month,  viz.  the  7th 
month  O.  S.  commonly  called  July,  1690. 

Robert  Lodge  (with  many  other  of  his  faith- 
ful brethren^  having  kept  his  firft  love,  and 
holden  his  integrity  to  the  laft,  in  his  concluding 
fcene  felt  that  ferenity  of  mind  which  fupported 
him  above  the  fear  of  death  ;  of  which  his  ex- 
preffions  to  his  friends,  who  vifited  him  in  his 
laft  ficknefs,  appear  a  convincing  evidence ;  to 
one  of  whom  he  exprefled  his  feeling  of  an  ap- 
proving confcience  in  thefe  terms,  "  The  Lord 
"  knows  my  heart  that  I  have  ferved  him  ;  and 
"  it  hath  been  of  more  account  to  me,  the  gain- 
"  ing  of  one  foul,  than  all  my  labours  and  tra- 
"  vels."  To  another,  "  It  is  well  with  me,  I 
"  have  no  difturbance  in  my  mind."  And  to  a 
third,  "  The  Lord  knows  I  was  never  com- 
"  miffioned  to  go  any  way,  or  to  do  any  thing, 
"  but  I  have  willingly  anfwered  him  ;  and  the 
"  Lord  who  hath  been  my  rock  and  refuge,  my 

"  fhield 
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chap."  mie'd  and  buckler,  and   my  fancluary,  hath 
i.       "  been  with  me  all  along  to  this  day."     His  laft 

v-'"s'~n~>  expreilion  was   "  BlefTed   be  God,  I   have  hea- 
1690.     «  venly    peace."      In  this    peaceful  temper   of 
mind   he  breathed  his  lait,  like  one  falling   into 
an  eafy  fleep. 

Character.  He  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpofition ;  a 
fine  natural  temper,  cultivated  by  pure  religion  : 
A  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  no  lefs  in  the  whole 
tenour  of  his  life,  and  circumi'pect  converfation, 
than  in  word  and  doctrine  ;  whereby  he  acquir- 
ed the  general  efteem  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, and  left  an  honourable  and  fpotlefs  repu- 
tation behind  him. 

Robert Bax-      The   particular  account    of  Robert   Barclay's 

cla>'-  birth,  family,  education  and  convincement,   laid 

before  the  reader  at  his  firfl  introduction  into 
this  hiflory,  and  of  his  fervices  in  the  courfe 
thereof,  while  it  points  him  out  as  a  man  con- 
fpicuous  for  ufefulnefs  in  the  fociety,  anticipates 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  memoirs  of  his  life 
and  labours  :  So  that  it  remains  principally  to 
relate  the  manner  of  his  conclufion  ;  tranfcribe 
his  character,  as  drawn  up  by  his  intimate  friend 
William  Penn,  and  others,  who  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  him  ;  and  to  give  account  of  the 
writings  he  hath  left  behind  him,  in  vindica- 
tion of  his  religious  profeflion. 

This  excellent  man  was  taken  away  in  the 
prime  of  life,  having  attained  only  the  42d  year 
of  his  age  :  But  in  a  life  devoted,  as  his  was, 
to  the  love  and  fervice  of  his  creator,  and  the 
employment  of  thofe  remarkable  talents  with 
which  his  mind  was  enriched,  to  the  propaga- 
tion of  pure  religion  among  mankind,  I  efteem 
every  period  of  our  age,  in  the  ordering  of  di- 
vine 
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vine  wifdom,  a  life  long  enough  to  anfwer  the  chap. 
end  of  our  exiftence,  and  to  enfure  our  well-  I* 
being  in  a  (late  of  eternal  duration.  His  fick- ' — ^-*-' 
nefs  was  {hort ;  but  having  through  life  had  his  l69°- 
eye  to  a  future  ftate,  he  wanted  not  a  long  time 
of  preparation  for  death.  James  Dickenfon  of 
Cumberland,  being  in  the  courfe  of  his  religious 
travels  in  thefe  parts,  paid  him  a  vifit,  when  on 
his  death-bed,  and  as  he  fat  by  him,  they  were 
favoured  with  the  feeling  of  the  divine  power 
and  prefence  humbling  and  folacing  their  fpi- 
rits  ;  under  the  tendering  affection  whereof  Ro- 
bert Barclay  expreffed  his  love  to  all  faithful 
friends  in  England,  who  kept  their  integrity  in 
the  truth;  and  defired  James  to  remember  it  to 
friends  in  Cumberland  and  at  Swarthmore,  and 
the  faithful  every  where,  adding,  "  God  is  good 
"  Mill,  and  though  I  am  under  a  great  weight 
"  of  weaknefs  and  ficknefs,  yet  my  peace 
"  flows  ;  and  this  I  know,  whatever  exercifes 
"  may  be  permitted  to  come  upon  me,  they 
"  fhall  tend  to  God's  glory,  and  my  falvation, 
"  and  in  that  I  reft."  He  died  at  his  houfe  at 
Ury  in  Scotland  the  3d  day  of  the  8th  month, 
1690. 

His  character  as  an  author  is  given  already  : 
As  a  man  and  a  chriftian,  three  of  his  intimate 
friends,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  his  me- 
rit, William  Penn,  Patrick  Livingftone  and  An- 
drew Jaffray,  have  in  fubftance  described  his  cha- 
racter as  followeth : 

"  He  loved  the  truth  and  way  of  God,  as  re-  His  cha- 
"  vealed  among  us,  above  all  the  world,  and  was  ™aer' 
"  not  afhamed  of  it  before  men  ;  but  bold  and 
"  able  in  maintaining  it.     Sound  in  judgment; 
"  ftrong  in  argument  ;  chearful  in  fufferings  ;  of 
"  a  pieafant  diipofition  j  yet  folid,  plain  and  ex- 

"  emplary 
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chap."  emplary  in  converfation.     He   was  a  learned 
h       "  man,  a  good  chriftian  ;  an  able  minifter  ;   a 

*— v—*'  "  dutiful  ion,  a  loving  hufband,  a  tender  and 
E690.  f<  carefu[  father,  an  eafy  matter,  and  a  good  kind 
"  neighbour  and  friend.  Thefe  eminent  quali- 
"  ties  in  one,  who  employed  them  fo  ferviceably, 
"  and  who  had  not  lived  much  above  half  the 
"  life  of  a  man,  aggravated  the  lofs  of  him,  ef- 
"  pecially  in  that  nation  where  he  lived.*'  Wil- 
liam Penn. 

"  He  was  a  lover  of  peace,  and  on  all  occa- 
"  fions  exerted  his  endeavours  to  promote  it. 
"  The  quicknefs  of  his  penetration  and  difcern- 
"  ment  furnifhed  him  with  ability  ;  his  love  of 
<s  peace,  with  a  difpofition  to  promote  reconcili- 
*'  ation  ;  and  his  uncorrupted  integrity,  with  un- 
*'  derftanding  to  give  found  judgment  in  mat- 
"  ters  of  difference,  and  compofe  and  determine 
"  them  with  impartiality,"  Patrick  Living- 
Jtone. 

"  He  ruled  his  own  houfe  well;  fo  that  beau- 
"  ty,  good-order,  holinefs,  gravity  and  humi- 
*'  lity  were  confpicuous  therein.  He  was  a 
"  man  of  great  meeknefs,  evennefs  of  temper, 
"  and  lowlinefs  of  fpirit,  not  in  the  leaft  degree 
*'  lifted  up  with  the  fuperiority  of  his  attain- 
"  ments,  natural  or  fpiritual  :  But  through  the 
M  affiftance  of  divine  grace  was  fo  preferved  in 
"  dominion  over  pride  and  paflion,  that  he  was 
*'  rarely  ever  feen  in  a  peevifli,  angry,  fretful, 
<e  or  difordered  temper."     dndreiv  Jaffray. 

Aecouneef      His  writings  were   moftly    of   the  polemical 

hiiwritings.  kmd.  As  he  lived  at  a  time  when  great  pains 
were  taken  to  vilify  and  defame  the  fociety  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  he  found  it  his  con- 
cern to  vindicate  his  profeilion  from  the  mifre- 

prefentation* 
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prefentations  of  its  antagonifts,  which  he  is  ge-  CHAP. 
nerally  allowed  to  have  done  in  a  maflerly  man-       I* 
ner  in  the  following  tracts.  v^w> 

1.  Truth   cleared  of  Calumnies,  publifhed    in     l69°* 
1670,  about  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  occafion- 

ed  by  a  book,  entitled  A  Dialogue  between  a 
Quaker  and  a  ftable  Chrijiian,  the  invention  fup- 
poied  of  one  W.  Mitchell,  a  preacher  near  Aber- 
deen. 

2.  Queries  propofed  to  the  ferious  confidera- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  by  way  of 
appendix  to  Truth  cleared  of  Calumnies,   1670. 

3.  William  Mitchell  unmafked  ;  being  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  Animadverfions  upon  Truth  cleared  of 
Calumnies,   1671. 

4.  A  feaionable  warning,  and  exhortation  to 
and  expoftulation  with  the  inhabitants  of  Aber- 
deen, concerning  this  prefent  difpenfation,  and 
day  of  God's  merciful  vifitation  towards  them, 
1672. 

5.  A  catechifm  and  confeffion  of  faith,  &c. 
1673. 

6.  The  Anarchy  of  the  Ranters,  and  other  li- 
bertines ;  the  Hierarchy  of  the  Romariifts,  and 
other  pretended  churches,  equally  refufed  and  re- 
futed,  1 674. 

7.  A  Vindication  of  the  preceding  trad,  ferv- 
ing  as  an  explanatory  poltfcript,   1679. 

8.  An  Apology  for  the  true  Chrijiian  Divinity, 
as  it  is  held  forth  and  preached  by  the  people 
called  in  fcorn  Quakers.  Dedicated  to  king 
Charles  II.   1675,  tae  28th  Year  °f  ms  age* 

9.  A  difpute  between  John  Lefley,  Alexander 
Sheriff'  P.  Gelly,  called  ftudents  of  divinity,  at 
Aberdeen,  and  Robert  Barclay  and  George 
Keith,   1679. 

10.  Quaker  if m 
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10.  2$uakerifm  confirmed.  A  vindication  of  the 
chief  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  Quakers, 
from   the  objections  of  the   ftudents   of  divinity 

1690.    (j'0  called)  of  Aberdeen,  in  their   book,   entitled 
Shiakerifm  cartvaffed,   1676. 

11.  Univerfal  Love,   i6yy. 

12.  An  Epijtle  of  Love  and  friendly  Advice, 
to  the  AmbciffdJcrs  of  the  feveral  Princes  of  Eu- 
rope met  at  Nimeguen  to  confult  of  the  Peace  of 
C'hriflendom,  mewing  the  true  caufe  of  War, 
and  propohng  the  belt  means  of  Peace.  To 
each  of  whom,  with  the  epiiUe,  were  delivered 
one  of  his  Apologies,  which  were  received  with 
refpect,   1677. 

13.  A  Vindication  of  his  Apologv;  in  reply 
to  the  objections  made  againft  it  by  one  John 
Brown,  in  his  book,  entitled  Quakcrifm  the 
path-way  to  paganifm,   1679. 

14.  The  Pothbility  and  Neceflity  of  the  in- 
ward and  immediate  Revelation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  towards  the  Foundation  and  Ground  of 
true  Faith,  proved  :  In  a  letter  written  in  Latin 
to  a  per fon  of  quality  in  Holland  ;  and  now  alfo 
put  into  Englifli,   1676. 

George F93  George  Fox  grown  too  infirm  to  bear  travel- 
ling, in  confequence  of  the  multiplied  hardfhips, 
he  had  endured  in  long  and  afflicting  imprilbn- 
ments,  and  by  other  means,  fpent  his  latter  years 
in  the  city  of  London  and  its  neighbourhood,  as 
the  place  where  he  could  be  molt  eiTentially  and 
univerfally  ferviceable  to  his  friends,  particularly 
thofe  under  perfecution  and  fuffering  for  their  re- 
ligious teitimony,  his  fvmpathy  with  them  pro- 
ducing  an  anxious  folicitude  tor  their  relief.  Be- 
fides  his  public   fervice  in    the  meetings  of  his 

friend* 
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friends  in  the   city,    and  places   adjacent ;  and  chap. 
writing  feveral  epiftles  of  advice   on  various  oc-       *• 
cafions  ;  he  fpent  much  time  in  perufing  the  re-  ^ — *~^-/ 
cords  of  the  affairs  of  the  fociety,  efpecially  thofe    1<59°« 
of  the  meeting  for  furferings,  and  the  letters  ad- 
drefied  thereto,   which   when   communicated  to 
the  meeting,  he  was  fure  to  prefs  the  fpeedy  an- 
fwering  thereof,  according  to   the   exigency,  in 
furfering  cafes  ;  and  to   promote   applications   to 
government,  both  in  behalf  of  particular  fuffe- 
rers,  and  for  the  eafe   of  the  body  in  general, 
by  proper  perfons,  who  were  more  tit  for  active 
fervices  than  himfelf,  in  the  decline  of  hL>  health 
and  ftrength. 

The  lait  epiftle  he  wrote,  was  a  confolatory 
epiftle  to  friends  in  Ireland,  with  whom  he  deeply 
fympathized  under  the  great  hardfnips,  dangers, 
and  diitreihng  fufferings,  they  were  afflicted  with 
by  the  war  at  that  time  carried  on  in  that  king- 
dom. And  the  next  day  after  he  had  written 
this  epiftle,  he  went  to  the  meeting  at  Grace- 
church-ftreet,  which  was  large  (it  being  on  the 
rirft  day  of  the  week)  where  he  was  enabled  to 
preach  the  gofpel  fully  and  effectually,  opening 
many  deep  and  weighty  truths  with  great  power 
and  clearnefs  ;  after  which  he  prayed.  And  after 
the  meeting  he  went  to  Henry  Goldney's  in 
White-hart-court,  adjoining  to  the  meeting- 
houfe,  and  fome  friends  accompanying  him,  he 
told  them  he  thought  he  felt  the  cold  ftrike  to 
his  heart  as  he  came  out  of  the  meeting,  add- 
ing, "  I  am  glad  I  was  there  ;  now  I  am  clear, 
"  I  am  fully  clear."  As  foon  as  the  company 
retired,  he  lay  down  upon  a  bed  (as  he  fometime 
ufed  to  do,  through  wearinefs  after  a  meeting) 
but  foon   rofe  again  j  and  feeling  his   ftrength 

decay, 
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CHAP,  decay,  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  bed,  where  he 
i«       lay  in  much   contentment  and  peace.     William 

v-'^vo  Penn,  who  was  prefent  with  him  in  the  time  of 
i6yo.  h^  confinement,  hath  reported  "  that  as  he 
"  lived  fo  he  died,  feeling  the  fame  eternal  power, 
"  that  railed  him  to  be  greatly  ferviceable  in  his 
"  generation,  and  preferved  him  itedfaft  in  a 
"  life  of  righteoufnefs,  to  raife  him  above  the 
"  fear  of  death  in  his  la  it  moments.  In  full  af- 
"  furance  he  triumphed  over  death  ;  and  was  fo 
"  calm  in  his  fpirit  to  the  lad,  as  if  death  were 
"  hardly  worth  notice  :  Recommending  to  fome 
"  of  us,  who  were  with  him,  the  difperfion  of 
"  an  epiftle  he  had  lately  written,  and  fome  of 
"  his  books ;  but  above  all  the  care  of  friends, 
"  and  of  all  fi  lends  thofe  in  Ireland  and  America, 
"  twice  over  repeating  '  mind  poor  friends  in  Ire- 
"  land  and  America.'  And  to  fome,  who  came  in 
and  enquired  how  he  felt  himfelf  ?  he  anfwered, 
*'  never  heed ;  the  Lord's  prefence  is  over  all 
"  weaknefs  and  death,  the  ked  reigns,  blefi'ed 
"  be  the  Lord."  He  had  the  comfort  of  a 
ihort  illnefs,  and  his  fenfes  clear  to  the  laft.  He 
furvived  his  lalt  minifterial  labour  only  two 
days,  being  removed  from  works  to  rewards  on 
the  fucceeding  third  day  of  the  week,  in  per- 
fect love  and  unity  with  his  brethren,  and  in 
peace  and  good-will  to  all  mankind,  the  13th  of 
the  tith  month,   1690,  in  the  67th  year  of  hi* 

His  funeral  from  the  meeting  at  White-hart- 
court  on  the  1 6th  of  the  fame  month  was  at- 
tended by  a  great  concourfc  of  friends,  and  other 
people  of  divers  forts  (ior  though  he  had  many 
enemies,  yet  many  others  had  a  high  efteem  of 
his  fignal  virtues)  to  friends  burying  ground  near 
Bunhill  fields,   where  (as  well  as  in  the  meeting) 

fever  al 
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feveral  affecting   teftimonies    were  borne,'  under  c  h  a  p. 
the  lively   fenfe  and  remembrance  of  his  extra-       U 
ordinary    fervices,    during  his   life,  after  which  ^-^v^ 
his    body   was   decently  interred:    but   his    me-     lo9°- 
mory,  and  the  fruits  of  his  religious  labours,  Hill 
furvive. 

He  was  a  man  of  tall  itature  and  large  body, 
but  remarkably  temperate  in  eating,  drinking 
and  fleeping.  His  deficiency  in  literature,  and 
want  of  a  liberal  education,  have  furnifhed  a 
topick  of  ridicule  and  contempt  to  the  genera- 
lity of  writers  who  have  taken  notice  of  him. 
But  William  Penn,  who  had  the  opportunity  of 
knowing  him  better,  and  of  difcovering  under  the 
unpolifhed  furface,  the  intrinfic  value  of  his 
character,  defcribes  him  to  be  "  a  man  whom 
"  God  endowed  with  a  clear  and  wonderful 
"  depth ;  a  difcerner  of  other  men's  fpirits,  and 
"  very  much  a  matter  of  his  own.  And  though 
"  the  fide  of  his  understanding,  which  lay  next 
"  to  the  world,  and  efpecially  the  expreffion  of 
"  it,  might  found  uncouth  and  unfaflrionable  to 
"  nice  ears,  his  matter  was  never  thelefs  very 
"  profound,  and  would  not  only  bear  to  be 
"  often  confidered,  but  the  more  it  was  fo,  the 
"  rribre  weighty  and  inftruclive  it  appeared. 
"  And  as  abruptly  and  brokenly  as  fometimes 
"  his  fentences  would  fall  from  him  about  di- 
"  vine  things,  it  is  well  known  they  were  often 
"  as  texts  to  many  fairer  declarations.  And  in- 
"  deed  it  fhewed  beyond  contradiction,  that  God 
'*  fent  him,  in  that  no  art  or  parts  had  any 
"  fhare  in  the  matter  or  manner  of  his  miniftry; 
"  and  that  fo  many  great,  excellent  and  ne- 
"  ceffary  truths,  as  he  came  forth  to  preach  to 
*'  mankind,  had  therefore  nothing  of  man's  wit 

"  or 
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CHAP."  or  wifdom  to  recommend   them.     So  that  as 

'•        "  to  hot  he  was  an  original,  being  no  man's 

1690. 


copy. 


He  ever  confirmed  the  doctrines  lie  promul- 
gated, by  the  example  he  fct,  mewing  forth  the 
fruits  of  the  fpirit  out  of  a  good  converfation  : 
Uprighr,  fteadfaft,  pacific,  iincere,  innocent, 
diiinterefted,  charitable,  fympathizing  and  uni- 
verfally  benevolent,  he  not  only  maintained  the 
antient  chrittian  doctrine  in  words,  but  mani- 
feited  in  a  practice  uniformly  regulated  thereby, 
that  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringcih  falvation, 
and  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  teacheth  to  deny 
ungodlincfs  and  worldly  lujls ;  and  to  live  fo- 
berly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world. 
And  although  efteemed  a  fool  as  to  the  wifdom 
that  is  from  beneath,  he  was  richly  replenished 
with  that  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  which  is 
pure,  peaceable,  gentle  and  cafy  to  be  entreated, 
without  partiality  and  without  hypocrify  ;  full  of 
mercy,  and  full  of  good  fruits ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  many  have  indulged  their  pride  in  ri- 
diculing and  cenfuring  him,  who  fall  far  fhort 
of  him  in  folid  wifdom  and  pure  virtue. 

I  have  in  my  hands  in  manufcript  the  tefti- 
mony  of  a  a  perfon  generally  allowed  to  be  a 
very  competent  judge  of  men  and  things,  who 
after  remarking  that  he  dared  to  affert  the  free- 
dom of  man  againft  the  tyranny  of  cuftoms, 
fprung  up  in  the  times  of  gothic  barbarifm 
and  monkiih  ignorance,  concludes  "  I  revere 
"  that  wifdom,  and  that  goodnefs,  who  conde- 
"  fcended  to  afford  us  fuch  an  example  of  pri- 
"  mitive  chriilianity  in  life,  doctrine  and  con- 
"  verfation,  fo  near  our  own  times." 

Thomas 

a  J.  Fothergill. 
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Thomas  Salthoufe  was  living  in  Judge  Fell's  CHAP, 
family  at  the  time  w'vn  George  Fox  came  to  J\. 
Swarthmore,  and  was  convinced  by  his  miniilry 
with  the  greateft  part  of  that  family.  And  being  Thomas* 
faithful  to  conviction,  he  fometime  afterward  re-  Saithoafe. 
ceived  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  was  com- 
miffioned  to  preach  it  to  others.  In  the  year 
1654  he  travelled  to  London,  from  whence  in 
company  with  Miles  Halhead  he  went  to  Briflol ; 
and  thence  wefhvard  towards  Exeter :  But  num- 
bers being  difcontented  at  this  time  with  Oliver 
Cromwell's  ufurpation  of  the  government,  en- 
couraged the  party  called  cavaliers  to  attempt  an 
infurre&ion  in  the  well,  which  was  foon  quafhed  ; 
and  guards  being  placed  in  thefe  parts  to  take  up 
fuch  as  were  fufpecled  to  be  affiftant  therein, 
when  thefe  friends  reached  Honiton,  they  were 
taken  up  and  brought  before  Colonel  Coplefton, 
high  fheriff  of  the  county,  on  fufpicion  of  being 
cavaliers,  and  of  being  concerned  in  the  infur- 
recf  ion  :  And  though  upon  examining  them,  he 
owned  he  believed  them  clear,  he  imprifoned 
them,  and  fent  them  away  with  a  pafs  as  va- 
grants, b  which  is  already  related,  together  with 
their  fucceeding  imprifonment  by  the  procure- 
ment of  George  Brooks.  After  their  releafe 
they  went  to  their  habitations  in  the  north ;  but 
cThomas  Salthoufe,  in -1656, -travelling  again  in 
the  work  of  the  miniflry  returned  into  the  weflern 
counties,  and  continued  fome  time  in  that  quar- 
ter, in  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  in  the  courfe 
whereof  he  was  taken  from  a  meeting  at  d  Tho- 
mas Budd's  at   Martock   in  Somerfetlhire,  and 

committed 

fc  See  vol.  i.  p.  207,    208,   209.     c  J.  Whiting,  J.  Be.Te, 
rol.  i.  p.  578,  &c.     d  See  yol.  i.  p.  267. 
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committed  by  Robert  Hunt  and  John  Gary  to 
Ivelchefter  jail,  as  a  dangerous,  wandering  and 
idle  perlbn,  till  the  quarter  feflions,  where  the 
1690.  jufHces  tendered  him  the  oath  of  abjuration,  for 
his  refufal  whereof  they  fined  him  5I.  and  re- 
manded him  to  priibn  till  he  mould  pay  it,  where 
he  continued  a  priioiier  jbout  a  year. 

After  his  releafe  he  profecuted  his  travels  for 
promoting  religion  and  righteoufnefs  in  different 
parts  of  the  nation  ;  and  in  1660  returned  again 
into  the  weft,  and  was  again  imprilbned  at  Ivel- 
chefter  in  the  nth  month  that  year,  together 
with  his  companion  John  Scaife,  and  many 
others  ;  at  the  enfuing  affizes  at  Chard,  the 
greateft  part  of  their  fellow  prifoners  were  re- 
leafed,  but  thefe  two  and  a  few  more  were  de- 
tained till  the  enfuing  feffions  ;  at  which  the  reft 
were  difcharged  ;  but  the  court  required  fureties 
of  Thomas  Salthoufe  and  John  Scaife  for  their 
going  home,  the  former  into  Lancafhire,  and  the 
latter  into  Weftmoreland,  and  for  their  coming 
no  more  into  Somerfetfhire  for  three  years  ;  terms 
which  they  could  not  comply  with  :  Wherefore 
Thomas  Salthoufe  was  fent  back  to  priibn,  and 
John  Scaife  to  the  houfe  of  correction  as  a  vaga- 
bond. They  were  detained  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  third  month,  and  then  enlarged  upon  the 
king's  proclamation  for  fetting  the  Quakers  at 
liberty.  e  He  was  again  taken  up  with  Thomas 
Lower,  on  account  of  an  inlurreclion  in  the 
month  of  October  the  fame  year  j  but  after  a 
long  examination  and  a  detention  of  three  days, 
being  found  innocent,  they  were  difcharged. 

After 

e  J.  Whiting,  p.  215. 
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After  a  confiderable  portion  of  his  life  fpent  chap. 
between  travelling  and  labouring  for  the  promo-       h 
tion   of  truth,  and   fuffering  for   his    teftimony  _r~v~^J'' 
thereto,  he   married  in  Cornwall,  and  fettled  his       ^°* 
habitation  at  the  town  called  St.  Auftel  in  that 
county.     Yet  continued  in  frequent  vifits  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
miniftry  ;  and  although  he  efcaped  imprifonment 
for  fome  time  after  this,  he  did  not  efcape  out  of 
the  reach  cf  the  informers,  when  they  were  fet 
to  work  ;  for  in  the    12th  month   1681  was  the 
funeral  of  Benjamin  Growden,  a   man  well  be- 
loved of  his  neighbours,  many  of  whom  attend- 
ing his  funeral,     f  Thomas  Salthoufe  addreffed 
them  in  a  brief  exhortation  fuitable  to  the   oc- 
cafion,  i.  e.  to  ferioufnefs  and  fobriety,  remind- 
ing them   of  the   certainty   of  death    and  judg- 
ment, and  a  retribution  according  to  their  works, 
&c.     This  exhortation  he  delivered  in  the  open 
burying  place  at  Tregangreves,  to  an  audience 
of  many  good  chriftians,  loyal  fubje£ts,  and  pro- 
feflbrs  of  the  proteftant  religion  as  by  law  efta- 
blifhed.     On  fuch  an  occafion,  and   to  fuch  an 
aflembly,  one  would  fcarce  expect,  that  reminding 
men   of  their   mortality,   and   inciting   them   to 
prepare  for  death,  could  have  been  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  any  law :  Yet  upon  the  oath  of  two 
informers,  who  were    there  watching  for   their 
prey,  feveral  of  thofe  prefent  were  convi&ed  un- 
heard, and  fined  for  a  conventicle  by  three  juf- 
tices,  .Sir  Jofeph  Tredenham,  Jofeph  Sawle,  and 
William  Mohun,  amongft  whom  Thomas  Salt- 
houfe was  fined  20I.  for  preaching  :    For  which 
fhortly  after  goods  were  taken  out  of  his  (hop  to 

Vol.  111.  R  the 

f  Beffe,  vol.  i.  p.  123, 


258  HISTORY     of     the 

c  h  a  p.  the  value  of  29I.  9s.  gd.  He  was  again  com- 
il—,  mitted  to  Launcefton  jail,  and  with  feveral  others 
1 600  ^or  declining  to  take  an  oatn  was  brought  to 
the  affixes  in  the  6th  month  1683,  wnerc  the 
oath  was  again  tendered  them  in  open  court,  and 
upon  convi&ion  of  refufing  it,  fentence  of  pre- 
munire  was  pafled  upon  them,  under  which  they 
were  detained  in  priibn  near  three  years,  till  they 
were  difcharged  by  king  James's  general  par- 
don. 

After  his  releafe  from  this  his  laft  imprifon- 
ment  he  continued  his  vifits  to  his  friends,  as  he 
felt  the  draft  of  duty  and  brotherly  affection  ex- 
citing him  thereto  ;  till  a  period  was  put  to  all  his 
labours  and  furTerings  by  his  removal  out  of  this 
life,  which  happened  in  the  iath  month  169c, 
at  his  houfe  in  Cornwall,  about  the  60th  year  of 
his  age. 

He  was  a  man  of  a  good  natural  capacity,  and 
adorned  with  an  excellent  gift  in  the  miniftry ; 
remarkably  affable  and  pleafant  in  his  converfa- 
tion,  which  procured  him  the  refpectful  regard 
of  many  others  as  well  as  friends.  a  He  wrote 
fome  notable  tracts  and  divers  excellent  epiflles 
to  friends,  and  is  no  doubt  at  reft  from  his  la- 
bours, and  his  works  follow  him. 


1  J.  Whiting. 
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CHAP.       II. 


IRELAND. 

Friends  in  Ireland  recommended  a  Colleclion  for 
their  fuffering  Brethren  in  England. — Account 
of  Thomas  Carleton. — Ja?nes  Barry  calumniates 
the  People  called  Quakers,  and  being  dejired  to 
give  them  a  Meeting  evades  it. — W.  Edmund/on 
warns  his  Friends  of  an  approaching  Day  of 
trial. — The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  difarms  the  Pro- 
tcftants — Many  of  whom  flee  to  England. — The 
Natives  fpirited  to  Infolence. — W.  Edmundfon 
and  others  abufed  by  Troopers. — A  Majfacre  ap- 
prehended.— W.  Edmundfon  and  two  of  his 
Neighbours  go  to  Dublin  to  complain  of  thefe 
Abufes. — Tyrconnel  reluclant  to  hear  them. — 
They  apply  to  Colonel  Ruffel,  Lord  Granard  and 
Lord  Mountjoy. 

FRIENDS  in  Ireland  ftill  appear  lefs  liable  to  c  h^a  p. 
fufferings  than  their  brethren  in  England,  their  v^^l^, 
principal  fufferings  being  for  the  non-payment  of     ^84.  ' 
tithes,  and  the  unreasonable  cofts  of  recovery  in  Friends  m 
the  bifhop's  courts  ;  on  which  occafion  they  pe-  cr0em^en" "a 
titioned  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council :  But  this  coik&km 
people  being  as  yet   much  expofed  to  great  fuf-  uef  0f  thofe 
ferings  in  England  by  the  rapacity  of  the  infor- in  England. 
mers  and  otherwife,  furnifhed  a  frefh  inftance  of 
the  fympathetic  concern  and  mutual  benevolence, 
which  prevailed  amongft  them,  as  members  of 
R  2  one 
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c  ii  a  p  one  family  all  the  world  over  ;  their  brethren  in 
^  Ireland  underflanding  that  many  had  been  by  the 

6t  ravages  of  thefe  informers,  and  penalties  feverely 
inflicted  upon  them  for  their  religious  teftimo- 
nies.  reduced  to  necelTitous  and  diilreffed  cir- 
cumilances,  took  their  fullering  cafe  into  confi- 
deration  at  their  national  meeting  this  year,  and 
recommended  a  collection  towards  their  relief, 
to  be  made  by  friends  in  the  feveral  provinces. 
Account  of  ikis  year  died  at  Ballinacarrick, county  Wick- 
Carleton.  low,  '1  homas  Carleton,  a  native  of  Cumberland, 
where  he  was  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  and  joined  them  in  fo- 
ciety,  after  palling  through  many  fpiritual  con- 
flicts, of  which  the  reader  may  find  a  clear  ac- 
count, written  by  himfeif,  in  Rutty's  hiflory  of 
the  rife  and  progiefs  of  this  people  in  Ireland,  to 
which,  to  avoid  unneceifary  prolixity,  I  refer. 

lie  removed  to  reiide  in  Ireland  about  the  year 
1673,  ^as  a  man  °f  grater  abilities  than  many 
oihe;  s,  of  a  good  underflanding  and  clear  dif- 
ccrr.rr.ent,  yet  of  an  humble  fpirit,  ready  to  pre- 
fer others  before  himfeif.  As  a  member  of  re- 
ligious community,  he  was  circumfpect,  and  ex- 
emplary in  his  converfation,  zealous  and  diligent 
lor  keeping  good  order  therein  ;  he  was  an  able 
minifter,  being  endowed  with  a  divine  gift  to 
minifter  from  ;  whereby  he  was  initrumental 
both  to  convince  Grangers,  and  to  confirm, 
edify  and  provoke  to  diligence  thofe  who  were 
already  convinced  :  He  was  alfo  well  qualified  to 
exercife  his  pen  in  afierting  and  defending  the 
principles  of  his  profeflion  againlt  its  opponents  ; 
and  patient  in  fullering  for  them,  as  appears  from 
a  tract  he  publifhed  while  a  prifoner  in  Carlifle 
jail  for  tithe,  entitled  "  The  captives  complaint, 

"  or 
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"  or  the  prifoners  plea  againft  the  burdenfome  chap. 
"  and  contentious  title  of  tithes,"  wherein  are 
laid  down  the  feveral  reafons  againft  the  pro-  ^c 
priety  of  paying  tithes  in  this  evangelical  day  and 
difpenfation.  He  publiihed  fome  other  final  1 
tracts,  particularly  an  excellent  general  epiftle  of 
admonition  and  advice  to  friends  in  Ireland  and 
elfe  where. 

In  confequencc  of  the  prohibition  itfued  by  the 
government  of  Ireland  lad  year  but  one,  the 
other  bodies  of  dilfenters  deferted  their  mecting- 
houfes,  and  met  more  privately  :  But  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers  in  this  nation,  like  their 
brethren  in  England,  continued  their  public 
meetings,  both  for  the  worfhip  of  God,  and 
thofe  for  discipline,  wherein  being  ftrengthened 
and  comforted,  they  were  favoured  with  the  en- 
creafe  of  peace  in  themfelves,  and  near  unity 
one  with  another.  Their  public  meetings  were 
crouded  by  the  refort  of  numbers  of  other  foci- 
eties,  with  many  of  whom  their  innocent  forti- 
tude, in  openly  bearing  their  tellimony  to  the 
propriety  of  meeting  to  worihip  the  Almighty, 
according  to  the  perfuafion  of  their  confeiences, 
had  gained  them  a  good  report.  While  fome  of 
the  other  focieties  of  difTenters,  who  abfeonded, 
or  met  in  private,  fuflered  their  minds  to  be 
filled  uith  envy  and  prejudice  againft  them,  prin- 
cipally becaufe  they  would  not  defert  their  pub- 
lick  afTemblies,  as  themfelves  had  done. 

Among  the  reft,  one  James  Barry,  an  indepen- j-me«  Bar- 
dent  preacher  in  Dublin,  publifhed  many  accufa-  JXttw"*" 
tions  and  groundlefs  calumnies  againft  this  people,  friends  and 
upon  hearing  thereof,    fome  of  them  applied  to  give^hem  a 
him,  to  give   them  a  public   meeting,  in  order  meeting, 
to  make  good   his  charges,  or  funiifh  them  with ev 

a  fair 
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c  h  a  p.  a  fair  opportunity  of  clearing  themfelves ;  but  he 
v^^L.  made  many  excufes,  would  not  give  them  an 
l68  hearing,  and  notwithstanding  continued  his  rail- 
ings againft  them  j  by  which  conduct,  inftead  of 
gaining  his  ends,  in  depriving  them  of  any  part 
of  that  eftimation  which  they  had  obtained  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  he  preached  away  many 
of  his  own  hearers,  who,  like  the  noble  Bereans, 
came  to  friends  meetings  to  fatisfy  themfelves 
whether  thefe  reflections  were  true  or  no ;  and 
by  the  miniftry  of  John  Burnyeat  and  others, 
their  prejudices  were  removed  ;  they  were  con- 
vinced, joined  themfelves  to,  and  became  af- 
terwards very  ferviceable  members  of,  the  fo- 
ciety. 

At  this  time  the  government  having  made 
choice  of  fome  friends  to  ferve  in  offices  in  cor- 
porations, and  to  act  as  magiftrates,  and  fome 
few  having  accepted  thereof,  though  it  was  not 
of  their  own  feeking,  a  paper  of  tender  advice 
was  drawn  up  by  order  of  a  general  meeting,  to 
thofe  friends  who  had  engaged  in  thefe  offices, 
to  act  confcientioufly  in  every  ftation  ;  to  fhine 
as  lights  in  the  world,  and  be  punctual  in  diftri- 
buting  juftice  with  impartiality. 
William  William   Edmundfon,    after  his  return   from 

Edmundfon  America,  and  fome  ftay  at   home,   renewed  his 
fHendiofan  travels   in  various   parts    of  this   nation,    in   the 
approach-    exercife  of  his  miniitry.     In  his  progrefs  in  which 
tmi.ay       fervice,  his  fpirit   was    deeply   affected  with   an 
humbling  fenfe  of  great  aflli&ions  and  trials  ap- 
proaching,   which  would  try  the   inhabitants  of 
the  land  ;  when  the  carcafles  of  men  would  be 
fpread  on  the  earth  as   dung  ;   under  the  impref- 
fion  whereof    he    plainly    warned     friends    and 
others,  in   many   public  meetings,  and   advifed 

his 
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his  friends  particularly  to  contract  their  concerns  chap, 
in  the  world,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  re-      li. 
ceive  the  Lord  in  his   judgments  that  were  at  v-- ■v*-' 
hand,  and  to  flee  to  him  for  fuccour,  that  they     l685« 
might  find  refuge  in  his  protection. 

And  the  times  foon  after  began  to  look  gloo-    ,686. 
my  and  threatening  to  the  proteftants  of  this  na- 
tion, in  a  much  greater  degree  than  in  England. 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon,  although  the  king's  bro- 
ther-in-law, had  been  removed  from  the  flation 
of  lord  lieutenant  to  make  way  for  the  Earl  of 
Tyrconnel,  who,  from  his    fTrft  advancement  to 
this  office,  feemed  determined,  by  the  mod  arbi- 
trary and  undifguifed  meafures,   to   humble    the 
proteflant  fubjetts  ;  deftroy  their  intereft,  power 
and  property  in  the    nation  ;  and   transfer   them  Earl  of 
into  the  hands  of  the  popifh  inhabitants ;  and  to  difarmTthe 
eftablifh  his  defpotic  government  over  the  heads  proteftants, 
of  the  former,  he  difarmed  them,  and  modelled 
and  compofed  an  army  chiefly  of  the  latter ;  fo 
that  the  leading  men  among  the  proteftants,  and 
many  others  of  all  ranks,  recollecting   the  cruel- 
ties of  the  Irifh  in  the  maflacre  of   1641,  which  Many  pr0_ 
many  ftill  living  could  remember,  and  others  had  teftanteflee 
heard    difmal   accounts    of  from    their    parents, 
being   terrified    at  the  profpect   of  the  infecuri- 
ty  of  their  perfons  and   properties,  and  dreading 
the  repetition  of  the  former  barbarities,  fled  to 
England  for  fafety,  leaving  their  pofleflions  open 
to  the  invafion  of  their  enemies  s. 

Every  fucceeding   feafon  prefented  a  fucceflion     1687. 
of  terrors    and   injuries  to  the   proteftants,  and 
encreafed   the   number  of  refugees.     Tyrconnel 
proceeded    with    precipitancy     and  violence  in 

eftablifhing 

g  W.  Edmundfon's  journal. 
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chap,  eftablifhing   the  civil  government,  as  well  as  the 
^^'^  military  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Romanics  ; 
1687     they  were  •  put  in   poffefiion  of  the  council  table, 
the  courts   of  Judicature  and  bench  of  juflice — 
the  charters  of  Dublin  and  all  the   corporations 
were  recalled — proteftant  freemen  expelled,  Ro- 
man catholicks  introduced,  and   the  latter   feci:, 
who  were  the  majority  in  number,  were  now  in- 
verted with  the  whole  power  of  the  kingdom  h. 
The  natives      By  this  partiality  of  the   government  in  their 
SSafce!'    favour>  tne  natives  of  the  lower  claiTes,  alTumed 
a  fpirit  of  infolence  and  abufe,  to  the  encreafing 
the  terror  of  the  difarmed    proteftants,  who  faw 
no   fafety  but  in  exile   or    the   {helter  of  for- 
trefles. 

William  Edmundfon  among  others  was  a  great 
fufferer  at  this  time,  who,  although  an  inorren- 
five  man,  and  principled  againft  taking  up  arms ; 
yet  being  much  refpecled  bv,  and  looked  upon 
as  an  eminent  man  among  the  proteftants,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  refidence,  a  man  of 
fortitude,  and  one,  who,  having  frequently  made 
applications  to  government  in  favour  of  his 
friends,  was  known  and  refpe&ed  by  feveral  of 
the  leading  men  on  both  fides,  and  was  now  very 
ferviceable  in  like  applications  on  behalf  of  his 
proteftant  neighbours,  was  marked  out  as  an  ob- 
ject of  abufe  in  this  unfettled  lime.  A  party  of 
Sir  Maurice  Euftace's  troopers  came  into  their 
w'iiham  Parts»  arm"  committed  many  violent  abufes  upon 
Ldmundfon  feveral  proteftants  in,  and  about,  Mountmeiick. 

Tbufcd'hy5  Some  of  lhem  came  to   William's  houfe,    and 

troopers,     made  him  a  fharer  in  their  injurious  treatment, 

taking  him  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  drag- 
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ging  him  about  the  yard  amongft  their  horfes  feet,  c  H  a  i\ 
without  the  lcaft  provocation;  Tome  with  clubs,       ii« 
and  others  with  piflols  cocked,  /wore  they  would  v->rv^-' 
kill  him  ;  upon  hearing  which,  his  wife  was  fo  ter-     l6S?- 
rificd,  that  me  defired  them,  to  take  all  they  had% 
fo  that  they  would  /pare  her  hujland's  life.     Re- 
port went  to  Mountmelick  that  William  Edmund  - 
fon  was  killed,  which  made  the   inhabitants  of 
that  town   conclude  that  a  general  maflacre  of  a  manure 
the  proteflants  was  determined  upon,  being  per-*5pre 
fuaded   William  Edmundibn  would   give    them 
no   cccafion.     Many  of  the   proteflants  fled  in 
confirmation  to  the  bogs  and  woods  to  conceal 
themfelves. 

After  thefe  troopers   were  gone  off,  William 
went  next   morning  to  Mountmelick  to   confer 
with  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  had  not  fied, 
who  were  glad  to  fee  him  alive,  but  feemed  oi  [he 
opinion,  that  this  violent  treatment  of  proteflants 
was  a  forerunner  of  a  maffacre.     William  was  of 
a  different  fentiment,  apprehending  it  was  rather 
with  defign  to  alarm  and  terrify  all  the  Englifh 
fettlers,  to  induce  them  to  flee  to  England,  that 
they  might  get  the  country  and  all  their  fubflance 
to  themfelves,  than  any  intention  of  a  maflacre. 
He  advifed  them  to  take  full  examinations  of  the 
abufes,  and  petition  the  government ;  and  there- 
by they  might  probably  make  fome  difcovery  of 
their  intentions.     His   propofal  being  approved, 
he  was  defired  to  undertake  the  journey,  as  none 
elfe  duift.     Although  he  was  fenfible  of  the  jeo-w.  Ed- 
pardy  attendant  upon  the  undertaking,  as  at  the"™t«™  of 
hazard  of  his  life  ;  yet  perceiving  it  might  behisneigh- 
conducive  to  the  general  fecurity  of  that  neigh-  DubUni  to 
bourhood,    he    aflumed   his    ufual    courage,    to !  jy  J1  *fe 
rifque  his  life  for  the  good  of  his  countrymen,  foregovern- 

He Ine"- 
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c  ii  a  p  He  pitched  upon  two  of  the  townfmen  to  accom- 
^  pany  him,  who  aflented,  and  next  day  taking 

6S„     their  journey   by  an   unufual  road,  for  fear  of 
being  way-laid,  they  arrived  fafely  in  Dublin. 

W.  £.  having  an  intereft  with  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  Nugent,  by  his  interference  procured  an  audi- 
Tyrcennri   ence  of  Tyrconnel,  who  appeared  to  hear  his 
cmplaiaT  complaint  with  reluctance,  and  gave  him   little 
rdudamiy.  encouragement  to  expert  redrefs  from  him.     Not 
di'couraged  by  his   cool  reception  here,  he  re- 
folved   to   profecute    the   matter   to   the  utmofl; 
and  with  his  companions  (whofe  complaints  Tyr- 
They  wait  connel  would  not  even  hear)  waited  upon  Colo- 
Rufi-l  i  or1  ne^  RufTel,  who  was  colonel  of  the   regiment  to 
Gwtard,     which  thefe  troopers  belonged,  and  gave  him  a 
Moantjoy    relation  of  the  abufes  they   had  committed,  and 
the  general  conflernation  of  the  Englifh  inhabi- 
tants,   lie,  who  was  a  profeftant,  feemed  alarmed 
at   the  report,  and  exprefled  his  apprchenfions, 
that,  "  If  fuch  proceedings  met  not  with  exem- 
"  plary  puniihment,  it  was  time  for  every  man 
"  to  look  to  himfelf ;"  but  he  would  go  to  the 
Duke,  and  remonftrate  againft  the    iniquity   of 
fuch  proceedings  *.     They  applied  next  to  Lord 
C-ranard,  the  lieutenant  general,  who  upon  hear- 
ing   their    account,    in   great    diflati^ faction   re- 
marked, that  he  ivas  general  and  no  general;  and 
determined  alfo  to  remonstrate  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant Tyrconnel   upon  the  fubjecr..     They   ap- 
plied alfo  to   Lord  Mountjoy,  and  others  of  the 
principal  men  among  the  prote Hants.     By  thefe 
fucceilive  applications,  the  rumour  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings   fpread ;     and    Tvrconnel    fending   for 

William, 

•  Colonel  HufTJ  foon  af:rr  \v:nt  over  to  England. 
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William,  feemed  difpleafed,  and  faid,  They  hade  H  a  p. 
made   a  great  noife  in  the  city,  and  wanted  to       n. 
know,  If  they  had  ivitnejfes  ready,  to  which  Wil-  ' — » — J 
liam  replied  in  the  affirmative.     They  were  then    ,l687- 
referred  to  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Nugent,  before  ferrV/toYhe 
whom  they  appeared  next  morning,  as  did  alfo  CKiefjuffice 
Sir  M.  Euftace  and  the  troopers,  who  being  ex-  whom  th/ 
amined,  all -denied  the  fa£t.     William  then  be  ^^^ 
ing  aiked,  if  he  knew  any  of   them  that  hadtojaii. 
abufed  him,  challenged  one,  who  confeiTed  ;  and 
then  the  officer,  who  headed  the  party,  was  or- 
dered to  difcover  the  reft,  which  he  did  ;  upon 
this  they  were  difarmed,  and  fent  to  Marybo- 
rough jail.     William  and   his  companions,  ap- 
prehending they  had  difcovered  their  real  inten- 
tion, returned  home.     Afterwards,  at  their  re- 
queft,  William  forgave  the  troopers,   and  pro- 
cured their  horfes  and  arms  to  be  returned  to 
them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        III. 

Acl  of  Settlement  repealed. — King  James  lands  in 
Ireland,  which  becomes  the  Seat  of  War. — The 
People  called  Quakers  keep  their  Habitations  and 
Meetings  in  the  Midfi  of  Danger. — National 
Meeting  3™,  0.  5.  now  5™. — Ditto  9™,  now 
1 1 "'°. — The  Citizens  of  Londonderry  find  their 
Gates  again/l  K'mg  James's  Army. — The  War 
breaking  out,  Friends  (with  others)  expofed  to 
great  Injury  and  Hardfioip. — An  Army  arrives 
from  England. — Battle  of  the  Boyne. — King 
fames  leaves  the  Kingdom. — Parties  of  the  Irifh 
Army  cruelly  plunder  the  Protefiants. — William 
Edmundfon  propofeth  to  his  Irifh  Neighbours  an 
Interchange  of  good  Offices — Which  he  maketh 
good  on  his  part,  notwithflanding  their  Infinccrity. 
— King  William  publijheth  a  general  Proclama- 
tion of  Pardon. 

1  HAT  William  Edmundfon's  conjecture  was 
well-grounded  appeared  manifeft  by  the  proceed- 
ings of   the  parliament,  which  was    afterwards 
1689.     fummoned  by  King  James    to   meet   in  Dublin. 
A&offct-  One  of  their  f.rft  meafures  was  to  repeal  the  ad 
nTT rc"  °f  fettlement,   by  which  the  protellants  of  the 
kingdom  had  been  fecured   in   the  polfemon  of 
their  eftates  ;  and  the  bill  was  fo  feverely  framed, 
that  no  regard  was  paid  to  fuch  proteftant  owners, 
as  had  purchafed  eftates  for  valuable  confidera- 
tions;  no  allowance  was  made  for  improvements, 
nor  any  provifum  for  proteftant   widows ;    the 

po  (Tenor 
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poffeffor  or  tenants  were  not  even  allowed  to  re-  c  h  a  p. 
move  their  flock  and  corn.     They  alfo  palled  an      ni. 
act  of  attainder  againfl  all  the   proteflants,   who  ^ — * — ' 
were  abfent  from  the  kingdom,  and   againfl  all     l^9- 
thofe  who  fhould  retire  to  any  part  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  which   did  not  own  the  authority  of 
King  James.     By  thefe  two  acts  they  had  gained 
the  point  in  view,  by  dripping  the  proteflants 
prefent  and  abfent  of  all  their  property,  and  tak- 
ing it   into  their   own   poffeffion,  if  they  could 
have  retained  power  to  fecure  it a. 

The  late   King  James  upon  his   defertion  of 
England  retired  to  France,  where  he  was  very  King  jamei 
cordially  and  hofpitably  received  by  Lewis  XIV. ^^ 
who  alfo  aflifted  him  with  fome  forces  and  a  con- becomes  the 
fiderable  number  of  officers  ;  arms  for  the  ufe  of  cat  ° 
his  numerous  adherents  in  Ireland  ;  a  large  fum 
of  money ;  a  fleet  and   tranfport   (hips  to   land 
them  there,  which  was  effected  in  the  firfl  month 
of  this  year  ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  this 
nation  becoming  the  theatre  of  a  war,  threaten- 
ing the  utter  ruin  of  all  the  Englifh  proteflants, 
encreafed  the  number  of  refugees  into  England 
or  into  garrifons.     But  through  all,  the  people 
called  Quakers  generally  kept  their  habitations, 
and  kept  up  their   religious  meetings,    placing  ™ere(0P* 
their  confidence  in  divine  protection,  furroundedkerskccp 
as  thev  were  with  perils   on   every  hand.     For  the.ir  h'db,~. 

J  i  J  .  tations  and 

they  were  not  only  expofed  to  the  depredations  meeting  in 
of  foldiers,  permitted  to  live  upon  free  quarter,  ^"*11  ol 
and   countenanced  by  their  officers  to  be  very 
abufive  ;  but  to  the  more  favage  devaflations  and 
cruelties  of  armed  bodies  of  banditti,  under  no 
reflraint  or  difcipline,  termed  tories  and  rappa- 

rees, 

•  Smollct. 


meetm 

-,  mo 
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chap,  rces,  who  infefted   every  quarter  of  the  nation, 
111  •      plundering  and  burning  all  before  them. 

* — v**-'  Notwithstanding  the  imminent  danger  of  tra- 
1689.  vel]mg  in  a  nation  thus  circumftanced,  yet  fuch 
was  the  zeal  of  friends  at  this  time  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  religious  duties,  and  for  their 
own  edification,  and  growth  in  religious  expe- 
rience, and  fuch  their  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
protection  of  divine  providence,  that  all  the  ter- 
rifying profpe&s  and  impending  dangers  could 
not  prevent  them,  from  reforting  from  the  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom  to  the  national  meet- 
ing in  Dublin  in  the  third  month  this  year,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 

National  The  principal  bufinefs,  which  engaged  the  de- 
liberations of  the  prefent  and  fucceeding  national 
meeting,  was  the  difhreffed  condition  of  their 
brethren  through  the  nation,  and  the  ordering  of 
convenient  fupplies  proportioned  to  their  neceffi- 
ties.  They  received  accounts  of  the  fufTerings  of 
friends  in  feveral  parts  of  the  nation  by  robberies 
and  fpoils  by  foldiers  and  others,  and  the  lofles 
fuftained  by  friends  of  the  province  of  Leinfter 
appeared  to  be  above  gool.  Hereupon  friends 
made  application  to  King  James,  who  received 
them  kindly,  and  promifed  that  they  fhould  be 
protected  b  *. 

At 

b  Rutty. 
*  Dublin  the  13th  of  3d  month,  1689. 
Our  half-year's  meeting  is  over,  where  were  afTembled  many 
friends  and  brethren  from  divers  parts  of  the  nation,  according 
to  our  ufual  manner.  We  enjoy  our  meetings  peaceably  and 
quiet  generally  over  the  nation,  and  in  mod  places  our  meet- 
ings arc  large,  and  many  people  come  in  ;  and  all  people  have 
their  libertv  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  confeiences  in  matters 

of 
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At  the  fucceeding  half  year's  meeting  in  the  chap, 
ninth    month,    it   appeared,    that    the  loiTes   of     m. 
friends  being  ftill  continued  and  encreafed,  thofe  v-^v~v-/ 
of  the  friends  of  Leinfter  and  Muniter  amounted  ,  \^>89- 

,  1  -».t  •  Half-Tear'* 

to  above  7000I.  No  account  appears  in  my  au-  meeting, 
thor  from  Ulfter,  which  I  apprehend,  being  nowvmo- 
the  feat  of  war,  muff,  have  been  the  mod  consi- 
derable, but  that  friends,  as  well  as  other  inha- 
bitants, were  too  much  alarmed  and  diftreffed  to 
find  leifure  to  keep  and  return  regular  accounts 
of  their  fufferings,  though  many  of  them  were 
fpoiled  of  all  their  fubftance c  *. 

After 

of  religion  ;  and  as  for  friends  and  truth,  they  are  in  good 
eiteem  both  with  high  and  low.  The  Lord's  care  and 
mercy  over  us  hath  been  largely  manifeff,  and  friends  do  learn 
great  experience  of  the  prefervation  of  the  mighty  arm  of 
the  Lord  in  this  great  day  of  trial,  which  is  upon  this  nation  ; 
yet  to  our  joy  and  comfort  friends  are  carried  over  it  in  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  have  been  preferred  miracu- 
loufly,  even  beyond  our  expectation  in  feveral  places,  where 
their  trials  have  been  very  great,  and  the  dangers,  as  to  ap- 
pearances, dreadful ;  yet  friends  have  kept  to  their  habitations, 
trufting  in  the  Lord,  and  following  their  lawful  concerns  and 
bulinefs. 

At  this  half-year's  meeting  our  hearts  weie  made  more  than 
ordinarily  glad  to  fee  one  another's  faces  in  fuch  a  time  as  this, 
and  the  Loid's  power  and  prefence  was  with  us,  that  crowns 
our  meetings  ;  and  in  the  fenfe  and  fweetnefs  of  the  fame  are 
the  mod  of  our  friends  and  brethren  this  day  gone  towards 
their  outward  beings  in  the  peace  of  God,  and  in  great  love 
and  unity,  which  did  precioufly  abound  amongft  us  in  this  our 

meeting  throughout  all  our  concerns   and  affairs. ExtraS 

of  a  letter  from  John  Burnyeat. 

c   Rutty. 

*  At  Cavan  (a  place  that  lay  open  to  both  armies  and  to 
the  cruelty  of  the  rapparees)  feveral  friends  kept  their  habita- 
tions, and  held  their  ufual  meetings  ;  and  though  fometimes  in 
fkirraifhes  between  the   two  armies    many  were    flain,  their 

lives 
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chap.  After  King  James's  arrival  in  Dublin,  and 
edabliihing  a  more  orderly  government,  than 
Iggo  had  fubfiited  there  for  fome  time  before,  the 
protedants  became  better  fettled  in  their  minds, 
and  their  fears  of  a  maifacre  began  to  die  away  ; 
but  they  were  full  expofed  to  great  devastation, 
their  (lock  and  cattle  being  modly  taken  away  from 
them  or  killed  ;  friends  were  obnoxious  to  thefe 
depredations  in  common  with  other  proteftants. 

James  was  in  Ireland  at  the  head  of  a  confider- 
able  army,  and  he  and  his  partifans  poiferTed  of 
the  whole  power  and  command  of  the  nation  for 
feveral  months,  before  any  forces  arrived  from 
England  to  give  them  oppofition:  But  on  the  firft 
The  protef-  alarm  of  an  intended  maifacre,  the  proteftants  of 
London-     Londonderry  had  fliut   their  gates,  and  refolved 
dcrry  re-    to  defend  themfeives  againlf  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
i'ndth^m-" being  at   their  requeft   fupplied  with  fome  arms 
Mves,  and  and  ammunition  from  England :  and  the  protcf- 
tants   in   other   parts  of  the  province  of  Ullter, 
which  had  differed  mod  feverely  in  the  maifacre 
of  1 641,  who  retained  the  deeped  impreflions  of 
terror  and  rcfentment,  feemed  refolved  to  prepare 
for  their  own   defence    againft  the  repetition  of 
fuch  inhuman  barbarities,  as  they  recollected,  or 
had  heard,  were  then  exercifeu  by  the   mercilefs 
natives  on  their   cotemporaries  or    predeceffors. 
In  order  to  quafh  this  infurrection,  the  army  was 
put  in  motion  to  march  to  the  North,  which  now 
being    likely   to   become    a   fcene  of    war   and 
devastation  ;     William    Edmundfon,    in    com- 
pany 

lives  were  won  lerfully  preferred  ;  but  of  their  fubflance  they 
were  fpoilcd  and  entirely  fhipped,  and  at  lafl  commanded  by 
ths  chief  officer  oi  tl;e  Irii'u  army  to  c^it  their  habitations, 
and  their  houfes  weie  fet  on  fir-. 


ihut  the 
gates. 
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pany  with  fome  friends  of  Dublin  (from  the  im-  chap. 
pulfe  of  that  univerfal    fraternal  regard,   which      In* 
fubfifted  amongft  the  members  of  this  fociety  at       V^"J. 
this  time)  was  zealoufly  concerned  to  ufe  all  his        9°* 
and   their  intereft   and  influence  with  the  chief 
officers   to  fpare  and  protect  their  friends,  who 
were  not  in  arms,  and  many  of  them  promifed 
they  would,  and  performed  their  promifes. 

As  the  florm  of  war  gathered,  the  calamities  The  war 
of  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  in  which  number  out,  friend* 
are   comprifed   the   people  called  Quakers,    en- witkothera 
creafed.     The  rapparees  on  one  hand  plundered  great  iof«° 
many   of   the    Englifh  without  mercy,    and  on  ^n.d  hard- 
the  other  hand,  the   army  marching,  and  being 
quartered  upon  them,    took   from   them    what 
they  pleafed  ;    the   proteflant    families  were  but 
as   fervants  to  wait  upon  them,  and  drefs  them 
what  provifions   their   houfes  afforded,  fo  that, 
between  the  one  and  the  other,  the  melancholy 
profpecl  of  famine  for   themfelves  feemed  molt 
they  had  to  look  for. 

At  length    an   army  from   England    arrived,  An  army 
under     the    command    of    Duke    Schomberg  ;  ^"j0"1 
but    the    ill    fuccefs  of  the   campaign,  and   the 
miferable   fituation   of  the  Irifh  protectants,  de- 
termined  King   "William  to  take  the  command 
upon   himfelf,    and    attempt    their   relief.      He 
landed  at   Carrickfergus    in  the  fummer    1690, 
marched    forward    without    much    delay,    and 
came  in  view  of  King  James's  army,  which  had  Battle  of 
taken    an   advantageous  poft   on    the    banks  Gf theBoync' 
the  Boyne  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  that  river  ; 
but   the  Englifh  army  having  made  good  their 
pafage,    attacked   the   Irifh,    and  put    them    to 
flight. 

Vol.  III.  S  King 

*  William  Edmundfon's  Journal. 
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King  James  immediately  after  this  battle  made 

a  precipitate  retreat  by  Dublin    to    Waterford, 

and  from  thence  embarked  for  France.     He  had 

1690.     no  fooner   quitted    Dublin,    than  it    was   aban- 

ieav«  the    doned  by    the   papifts  in  authority   under  him, 

kingdom.    whereby    the    civil    government    was    deferted  ; 

and- although    meafures  were  taken   by   the  bi- 

fhops    of    Meath    and    Limerick    to    fecure    the 

peace  of   the  city,  and   King   William's  fpeedy 

arrival  there  fecured  it,  yet  anarchy  overfpread. 

the  country,  and  left  the  defencelefs  inhabitants 

expofed  to  greater  danger  and  damage  in  many 

parts  than  ever. 

The  people  called  Quakers  having  generally 
kept  their  habitations,  as  before  obferved,  while 
they  "had  any  to  dwell  in,  were  deep  fharers  in 
the  calamities  attendant  upon  this  war.  Thole 
fuffered  by  William  Edmundfon  are  perhaps  as 
fever e  as  mod,  at  lead  of  them  we  have  the 
moft  particular  account  in  the  journal  of  his 
life,  written  by  himfelf,  from  whom,  as  a  man 
of  indifputable  veracity  and  an  eye-witnefs,  I 
have  principally  deduced  my  relation  of  the 
(late  of  this  nation  in  this  diftrefling  feafon ; 
and  the  relation  of  his  particular  fufferings  ex- 
hibits a  lively  defcriplion  of  the  violence  of  in- 
jury, abufe  and  cruelty,  which  afflicted  the  pro- 
teftants  and  Englifh  fettlers  during  thefe  times 
of  tumult  and  civil  war. 

Inflexible  virtue  generally  procures  refpeel: 
and  confidence.  William  Edmundfon's  protef- 
tant  neighbours  being  moftly  driven  by  violence 
from  their  dwellings,  took  fhelter  under  his 
roof,  until  every  room  was  full,  and  brought 
their  cattle  which  had  efcaped  rapine  to  his  land 
as  to  a  place  of  greateft  fafety  -,  but   after    the 

battle 
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battle  of  the  Boyne,  parties  of  the  Irifh  army  chap. 
difperfing  through  the  country  with  their  hoflile      Hi. 
difpofition  and  rivetted  averfion  to  the  Englifh,  v — v — ' 
aggravated  by  their  late  difappointment  and  de-     l69°- 
feat,  fet  no    bounds    to    their   plundering    and  the  iriffi  ar- 
cruelty ;  fo  that  the  proteftants  in    thofe  parts,  mJ  "ud]J 

r  \     r  cl     t  n         r     i_    •  'plunder  the 

alter  loling  molt  it  not  all  or  their  property,  proteftants, 
were  forced  to  take  fan&uary  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parifh  church  (fo  called)  at  Rofenallis,  and 
other  places  more  fecure  than  private  dwellings, 
to  fave  their  lives.  For  it  was  now  out  of 
William  Edmundfon's  power  to  protect  them  or 
himfelf  from  rapacity  or  violence.  He  faith, 
"  They  plundered  my  houfe  feveral  times  over, 
"  and  we  were  in  jeopardy  of  our  lives,  for 
"  they  were  wicked  and  blood-thirfty."  In  this 
extremity  of  danger  his  family  were  forced  to 
go  out  of  the  way,  and  his  wife  was  earneft  in 
her  folicitations  for  him  to  go  afide  alfo,  left  he 
mould  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  infatiable  venge- 
ance, being  willing  to  venture  her  own  life  to 
fave  his ;  but  he  had  not  freedom  to  leave  his 
habitation,  although  now  flaying  there  at  the 
rifque  of  his  life.  Yet  through  the  protection 
of  providence  their  lives  were  preferved,  but 
they  loft  all  their  houfhold  furniture,  which  the 
pillagers  could  find,  and  thought  worth  carrying 
away,  and  all  their  horfes  that  were  left. 

Now  violence  was  let  loofe  without  reftraint ; 
no  power  to  controul,  no  government  they 
could  apply  to  for  redrefs.  The  ftraggling  par- 
ties of  the  Irifh  army,  the  bands  of  robbers, 
and  perfons  difarfected  to  King  William,  gave 
the  full  fwing  to  their  vindictive  tempers  and 
avaricious  rapine  ;  whilft  the  remaining  protef- 
tants, defencelefs  and  unprotected,  had  only  to 
S  2  fubmit* 
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chap,  fubmit  in  filent  for  row  ;  for  it  was  a  confider- 
iii.      able  time  before  any  of  the  Englifli  army   came 
*— -v — '  into  this  quarter    to    protect    them,    and   when 
1690.    they  came  were  not  very  active   in  their   pro- 
tection, 
w.  Ed-  In    this  emergency  William   Edmundfon  ap- 

propofeLnhtoPlieJ  to  the  principal  peribns  amongft  the  Irifti 
the  [rift  re-  in  their  neighbourhood  who  (laid  at  home,  de- 
KSftto? firing  them  to  recoiled  that  they  [and  the  pro- 
hood  an  in-  tenants]  had  lived  together  as   peaceable  neigh- 
goodofi'cct hours,    and    wifhed    they    might    do   fo    ftill  : 
Though  at  prefent  the  Englifli  in  this  neighbour- 
hood  lay  expoied  to  the  Spoil  of  their  country- 
men, yet  they  might  eafily  forefee  it  would  foon 
be  like  to  come  to  their  turn  to  be  obnoxious 
to  fimilar  fufferings  ;  for  the  Englifli  army  be- 
ing mailers   in   the  field  would   loon  advance, 
and  probably  revenge  the  wrongs  of  their  coun- 
trymen upon   them.     He  therefore  propofed  to 
them  a  mutual    interchange  of  good  offices  to- 
wards each  other  with  their  refpective  parties  ; 
that  they  fhould   exert  their  endeavours  to  pre- 
vail upon  their   countrymen  to  defift  from   rob- 
bing the   Englifli  of    the   little  they  had  left  ; 
and  that  when  the  Englifh   army  advanced,  the 
Englifli   proteftants    fliould    ufe    their    influence 
and   intereft  with  them  in  their  favour.     This 
*hi<h  they  propofal  they  feemed  gladly  to  accept,  and  pro- 
lix to^'mifed   with   many  oaths   firmly  to  adhere   to  it 
ccpf,butareon   their  parts.     But   their   promifes  and  oaths 
appear    to    have   been  only  a    cloak  of  deceit; 
no  check  was  given   to  the  nocturnal    depreda- 
tions   of    the   rapparees,  fcarce    a  night  palling 
but  fome  of  the  Englifli  neighbours  were  robbed 
and  wounded  ;  and  when   William  Edmundfon 
remonftrated   to   them,  and  reminded  them  of 

the 
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the  obligation  of  their  facred  promife,  a  deceit-  CHAP. 
ful  plea  of  ignorance  was  all   the  fatifa&ion  he      m. 
got.    _    ^  V^v-s^ 

William   Edmundfon,  actuated   by  the  bene-     l69°- 

,  •       •    1  r  i_    •/!•      '•-  1  .    1      .       W.  Ed- 

volent  principles  or  true  chriltiamty,  which  m- mandfon 
flruct  us  to  love  them  that  hate  us,  and  do  good™' "Ith- 
to  them  that  defpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute  us,  devours  to 
did  not  look  upon  the  violation  of  good  faith  in  fee  the 
the  Irifli  as  any  plea   to  juflify  him  in  the  like 
practice.     The  mod  confiderable  family  of  the 
Irifli    in  that  neighbourhood   was    thofe  of  the 
name   of   Dunn,  who  being  a  powerful  family 
among   the   natives,    had    they   a&ed  fincerely, 
might,  it  is  thought,  have  prevented    much    of 
the  mifchief  perpetrated    in   that   quarter  ;    but 
there  feemed  r'eafon  to  fufpecl  they    encouraged 
it  underhand,    and   (bared    in   the  fpoil.      Kin  9- 
William,    foon  after   his  entrance   into  Dublin, A,ng  V1* 

7  ,  '   iam  pub- 

pubhlhed  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  all  the  Uftes  a  ge- 
common  people,  who  _  had  ferved  againft  him,1^;1^0^ 
and  declared  that  the  Irifli  and  others,  who  would  pardon. 
live  peaceably  at  home,  fhould  not  be  molefted  j 
notwithftanding  which,  as  parties  of  the  Scots 
and  Englifh  advanced,  they  did  retaliate  upon 
them.  Two  captains  with  a  body  of  near  three 
hundred  foldiers  came  into  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mountmclick,  drove  off  abundance  of  cat- 
tle, and  took  fome  prifoners,  amongft  whom 
was  William  Dunn  and  two  of  his  fons,  one  of 
whom  they  had  (tripped  in  order  to  hang  him, 
under  fufpicion  of  his  being  a  rapparee.  In 
this  reverfe  of  their  circumflances  the  Dunns 
fent  with  all  expedition  to  William  Edmundfon, 
to  requefl:  his  interpofition,  who  immediately 
mounted  his  hone,  rode  after,  and  overtook 
the  party.  He  reafoned  clofely  with  the  officers, 
as  the  perfons  that  mull  anfwer  for  the  violation 

of 
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cHAP.of   the  king's  late   proclamation,    and    for    the 
in.      reflection,   which    the   permitting    the    armv   to 

v^^z-v^  plunder,  would  bring  upon  his  honour,  and  that 
1690.  0f  t}le  Englifh  nation.  By  his  reafoning  he 
prevailed  upon  the  captains  to  relinquifh  the 
prey,  if  the  foldiers  could  be  brought  to  confent. 
Thefe  were  greatly  enraged,  and  ready  to  put 
all  the  Irifh  to  the  fword  ;  yet  William  at  the 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  by  venturing  amongft 
them  while  exafperated  at  the  thoughts  of  lofing 
their  booty,  fo  patiently  reafoned  the  matter  as, 
with  the  captains  affiitance,  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  give  up  the  greatefl:  part  of  their  prey. 
He  alfo  obtained  the  releafe  of  Dunn  and  his 
fons,  with  all  their  cattle. 

It  was  not  on  this  occafion  only,  but  as  often 
as  exigency  required,  that  he  was  ready  to 
interpofe  his  good  offices  in  favour  of  his  Irifh 
neighbours.  He  often  interceded  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  foldiers  to  give  back  the  cattle  they  had 
taken,  and  perfuaded  them  to  return  part  at 
leaft,  or  bought  them  with  his  own  money  at 
a  low  price,  and  returned  them  to  the  owners. 
He  let  their  horfes  graze  on  his  land,  to  fkreen 
them  from  plunder.  One  might  naturally  ima- 
gine, that  fuch  acts  of  extraordinary  kindnefs 
would  produce  fenfations  of  refpect  and  grati- 
tude in  the  moft  favage  tempers,  but  it  had  not 
that  effect,  upon  thofe  bigots ;  they  were  as 
ungrateful  for  the  good  offices  done  them,  as 
they  were  faithlcfs  in  the  performance  of  thofe, 
which  they  had  folemnly  promifed  to  do  ;  and 
the  only  advantage  William  F.dmundfon  reaped 
by  his  well-meant  exertions  to  ferve  them  lay 
in  the  confeioufnefs  of  acling  from  the  purelt 
motives. 

chap. 
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The  Irijh  Army  left  under  no  Jlricl  Difcipline 
plunder  the  Country. — The  Half-year  s  Meeting 
held  in  courfe,  notwithflanding  the  perilous  Sea- 
/on. — Friends  in  England  contribute  to  the  Re- 
lief of  their  fuffering  Friends  in  Ireland. — 
William  Edimmdfon  plundered.-— -The  Times  look 
more  threatening,  yet  he  is  not  free  to  leave  his 
Habitation. — Colonel  Bierly  folicited  for  Pro- 
tection, but  treats  the  Solicitation  icith  Neglecl. 
— William  EdmundforC  s  Houfe  burned,  and  him- 
ft If  and  his  Sons  taken  Prifoners,  and  fentenced 
to  be  put  to  death. — William  Dunn  takes  them 
from  the  Rapparecs  to  carry  them  to  Athlone, 
where  they  are  in  danger  from  the  Populace. — 
Brought  before  Colonel  Grace,  who  releafes  them 
upon  parole,  Jhortly  after  which  they  are  fet  at 
liberty. — William  Edmundfbn's  Wife  Jl  ripped  by 
Rapparees,  contrails  a  Cold,  from  which  Jhe 
never  recovered. — William  Edmundfon  Jlill  in 
danger. — Account  of  George  Gregfon. — Ditto  of 
jfohn  Bur ny eat. — Termination  of  the  War. 

VV  HEN  the  campaign  was  over,  the  Englifh  chap. 

army   was  difperfed    into  winter  quarters,    and      IV. 

the    number    of    rapparees     encreafed    greatly.  ^-v>^ 

Lauzun,    the   French    general,     went    back   to    l6y°- 

France  with  the  auxiliaries  of  that  nation,  and^mykft 

Tvrconnel  along  with  him,  to   folicit  frefh  aid.  ""^er  no 

So  that  their  king,  their  general  and  their  go-P!jlie)piu,. 

\eri)or',tTtlie 
country, 
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chap,  vernor  having  left  the  Iriih  army  with  arms  in 
Iv«      their  hands,    under  little   or    no  ftricl:   govern- 
^^^^^  ment,  they  alio  formed  themfelves  into  feparate 
1690.    parties  of  free-booters  or  rapparee.s,  and  burnt 
and  plundered  the  country  without  mercy.     The 
Englim  army  in  the  mean   time   enjoying  their 
eafe  in  their  quarters,  and  not  entirely  defifting 
from  imitating  the   rapine   of  the  enemy,  gave 
little   protection    to    the  defencelefs  proteftants, 
who  were  now   more  dreadfully   harrafled,  ter- 
rified   and    abufed    than    before.       This    winter 
proved  the  accumulation  of  their  forrows. 
The  half-        The  half-year's  national  meeting  of  the  peo- 
^o-'h'dTn  P^e  ca^c^  Quakers  at  Dublin  approached,  and 
courfei  not- was  held  as  uiual  in  the  ninth  month  (Novem- 
withftand-  ker\  c£   t^ls        r     to   wriicij   friends   from  the 

mg  the  pe-  '  J         ; 

iiious  fea-    fundry  quarters  of  the  nation  reforted  with  their 
on"  umal    zeal    and  diligence,    amidft    furrounding 

perils,  and  were  uncommonly  refrefhed  together, 
under  an  gambling  fenfe  of  thankful ncfs  to 
that  divine  power  which  had  gracioully  pre- 
ferred their  lives  through  fo  many  dangers,  and 
given  them  this  renewed  opportunity  of  rejoicing 
•in  feeing  one  another's  faces  again  in  fafety,  of 
flrengthening  the  bonds  of  gofpel  fellowfhip,  of 
enquiring  into  and  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
flate  and  neceilities  of  their  brethren  in  the  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  nation,  and  raifing  fup- 
plies  to  the  utmofi  of  their  ability  ;  but  through 
the  repeated  loflfes  they  had  fultained  by  conti- 
nual  depredations,  numbers  who  befcre  were  in 
affluent  or  comfortable  circumltances  were  re- 
duced to  penury  themfelves.  Yet  thofe  who 
refided  in  Dublin  and  other  places  garrifoned 
with  the  Englim  efcaped  belter  ;  and  it  appears 
probable  tbey  were  in  a  capacity  to  fpare  fome 

of 
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of  their  fub (lance  for  the  relief  of  the  fuffereis,  c  H  A  p- 

and  with  this  people  the  extenfion  of  relief  to      Iv* 

their   friends  and  others  generally  accompanied  ^? 
i  1     •  1600. 

the  capacity  to  do  it.  • 

As  early   as    the  half-year's    meeting    in    9™ 
laft  year,  the  meeting  for  fufferings  in  London, 
feeling  for  the  diftrefles  of  their  friends  in  Ire- 
land, had  commenced  a  correfpondence  to   en- 
quire into  their  ftate,  and  offer  them  their  bro- 
therly afliftance,  as  far  as  occalion  might  require. 
The  laid  half-year's  meeting,   in  reply,  acknow- 
ledged their   tender  care,  but  at  that  time  de- 
clined the  acceptance  of  their  friendly  offer  ;  the 
feveral  provinces  being  as  yet,  notwithftanding 
their  loifes,  in  a  condition  to  adminifter  the  ne- 
ceiTary   relief;    but  through   the   continued   lofs  Friend*  ;n 
of    their    fubllance,    and     general    impoverifn-f"^"^ 
ment  of   the   members  of  this  fociety,   by   the  to  the  relief 
violence    of     rapine,     they    found     themfelves  f^-j^ref" 
under  the  necemty  of  accepting  the  benevolence  threiiin ire- 
of  their  brethren  in   England  ;   they  drew  fir  (I la!ld- 
for  600I.  and  afterwards  friends   of  England  re- 
mitted 150I.  for  the  relief  of  friends  of  Uliler  ; 
and  1060I.  more  was  fent  from  London,  which 
in  1692  was  diftributed  proportionably  to  each 
province.     A  letter  was  then  fent  to  friends  of 
London,    acknowledging   their  brotherly    kind- 
nefs,  and  defiling  them  to  flop  any  further   re- 
mittances, hoping  upon  the  re-fettlcment  of  the  • 
nation  in  peace,   to  be  able  amongit  themfelves 
to  contribute  fufficicntly   to  the  future  neceilities 
of   friends  in    their   nation.      So   great    and  fo 
univerfal  was  the  near  and  fympathizing  affec- 
tion fubfifting  between  the  members  of  this  fo- 
ciety, that  even  from  friends  of  Earbadoes  iool. 

was 
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chap,  was  remitted  for  the  relief  of  their  brethren  in 

iv.      Ireland,  under  their  diflreliing  fufferings. 
* — v^-w/       By  means  of  thefe  aids,  and  by  the  protection 
1690.     0f    divine    providence,    the    friends    in   Ireland 
were  moftly  enabled  to   weather  out  the  dorm, 
w.  Ed-      which  feemed  now  at  the  height.     William   Ed- 
piundcrcd.  mundfon,    during    his   attendance  on    the  half- 
year's   meeting,    received   intelligence   that    the 
rapparees   had   carried   off  about   twenty   of  his 
cows,  but   that  none  of  his  family  had  received 
any   hurt.     As   foon  as   the  meeting  was  over, 
returning  home,  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  find 
his  wife  and  family  well  ;  but  the  times  looked 
frill   more   gloomy   and  threatening ;    fpoil   and 
The  times   cruelty  encreafed  ;  but  although  imminent  dan- 
ti.reauninjr, gers   furrounded   thefe    parts,   he   durft   not  re- 
yet  w  Ed-  move  to  a  place  of  greater  fafetv.     He  was  ap- 

niundfon  is  .  _         l    .  ,  .    °  ,  *.    ,  .._  * 

not  free  to  prehenhve  that  his  removal  might  dilcourage 
remove.  njs  frienc}s  anfj  protectant  neighbours,  and  per- 
haps induce  them  to  flee  from  their  habitations, 
and  thereby  be  in  danger  of  perilling  through 
want.  But  although  he  had  the  faith  to  believe 
that  one  hair  of  his  head  would  not  fall  without 
the  permiilion  of  divine  providence,  his  flay  with 
them  was  to  be  but  fhort. 

Of  this  he  feemed  to  have  a  forefight  ;    for 

on  the   23d   day   of  the  fame  month,  about  ten 

Coi.  Bicriy  davs    after    his    return,    he    applied    to  Colonel 

fjprot'c-  Bierly,    governor    of    Mount mclick,    and    told 

don,  which  him,  if  he  did  not  ufe  fome  means  to  fuccour 

withn£     ^ieu'  quarter  it  would  be  to  his   own  great   da- 

gk&.         mage,  for  he  expected  every  night  that  his  houfe 

would  be  burnt  down  ;   that  if  he   gave   way  all 

the  proteftants  thereabout  would  flee  ;   that  then 

the  rapparees    might    burn  and  dcllroy  all   the 

forage 
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forage  in  the  country,  and  thereby  diftrefs  him-  chap. 
felf  and  his  garrifon.  Bierly  took  little  notice  Iv- 
of  his  application,  although  the  occafion  was  * — -v— -/ 
urgent;  for  that  fame  night  William  Edmund-  l69c* 
fon's  houfe  was  befet  by  feveral  hundreds  of 
thefe  banditti,  while  the  family  were  afleep,  who 
fired  vollies  of  fhot  through  the  windows,  which 
were  heard  in  Mountmelick,  two  miles  off. 
Upon  this  feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  by  whom 
William  was  greatly  refpected,  waited  upon 
Bierly,  defiring  him  to  order  out  a  party  of 
men  to  his  relief,  which  he  refufed  to  grant. 
Then  (as  William  was  informed)  a  lieutenant 
applied  to  him  for  a  party  of  men,  faying  that 
William  was  an  honed  man,  and  he  would  re- 
lieve him  or  lofe  his  life  ;  but  Bierly,  who 
would  neither  take  any  ftep  to  protect  a  refpecl- 
able  inhabitant  from  danger,  nor  to  relieve  him 
when  actually  aflaulted,  anfwered  the  lieute- 
nant, that  he  would  hang  that  man,  that  Jhouldjiir 
out  of  the  garrifon. 

The  rapparees    having  fet  fire   to  the  houfe,  William 
William  capitulated  upon  terms,  to  which  they  fon™houfe 
agreed.     But  he  furrendered  to  men,  infeniible bumed, and 

0  ,  •..         .  r         v     •  r  •  hiniklf  and 

to  every  obligation  or  religion,  conicienc-e  or  hi,  fons  ta- 
honour.  They  nrft  fell  to  pillaging  whatever  ,K.eu  Pnl°- 
the  fire  had  fpared  or  had  not  reached.  They 
left  his  wife  without  fubfiftence,  having  taken 
every  head  of  cattle  they  had.  They  took  Wil- 
liam and  his  two  fons  prifoners,  bare-footed, 
bare-headed,  and  almoft  naked.  In  this  condi- 
tion they  took  them  in  the  night  fome  miles 
through  rough  thickets,  bufhes,  mire  and  water, 
up  to  their  knees,  although  in  the  winter  feafon. 
Their  legs  and  feet  were  hereby  much  hurt  and 
bruifed.     When  they  came  into  a  neighbouring 

wood, 
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c  h  a  p.  wood,  they  held  a  council  upon  them,  and  fen- 
VJJ.  tenced  William  to  be  ihot,  becauie  he  was  a  flout 

1600     man  '   an<^  ms  two  ^ons  to  ^e  nange^«      William, 

and  fen-      who  was   naturally  of  an   undaunted  fpirit,  was 

""'"' not  afraid   to   plead  his   caufe,  even  with   thefe 

piUtOUldtll.  .  r  . 

barbarians.     He  told  them,  that  many   of  them 
knew  him  and  his  two  fons  alio,  and  challenged 
them  to  prove  that  they  had  wronged  any  of  their 
•countryfolk  tevthe  value  of  one  fai  thing,  through 
all  this  time  of  civil  diforder ;   but  on  the  con- 
trary, that  he  had  exerted  himielf  to  ferve  and 
fave  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  ;  femetimes 
with  the  hazard  of  his  life  amongft:  the  Englifh 
foldiers.     They  acknowledged,   They  knew  him  to 
he  an  hbneft  man  :    Notwithftanding  which  they 
hoodwinked  his  two  fons  to  put  their  barbarous 
defign  in  execution,  and  having   two  fire-locks 
prepared  to  moot  them,  they  went   about  hood- 
winking him  alfo  ;  but  he  told  them,  they  needed 
not,  for  he  could  look  them  in  the  face,  and  was  not 
afraid  to  die. 
w.  Dora         But  jult   as  they  were  about  executing  their 
fromthe1"  crue^    purpofe,  William   Dunn,  a   lieutenant  in 
the  Irifli  army,  and  Ion  to  Captain  Dunn  before- 
them'to""  mentioned,  came  up   and  took  them  from  thefe 
Athlone,     rapparees,  10  bring   them  prifoners   to  Athlone, 
the  next  Irifli  garrifon,  about  twenty  miles  dif- 
tant.     He  expected  to  n  hereof  with 

his  fuperiors,  and  obtain  fome  ;  i   ferment.  After 
he  had  detained  them  tl  s  in  a  poor  cot- 

tage in  cold  and   hunger,  he   marched  them  to 
Athlone.     On  the  way  they  were  met  by  Rich- 
ard Dunn  and  his  I  -in-law,  who,  th< 
fo  much  obliged  to  William  for  his  iriendh 
vices,  treated  him  with  railing  language;  could 
not  reprefs  the  fymptoms  of  their  malignant  joy 

at 
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at  his  prefent  circumftances,  and  in  exultation  chap. 
told  him  they    were  going  to  burn  Mountmel-     IV' 
ick,  and  the  reft  of  the  country  that  had  hitherto       ( 
efcaped  the  flames.     William  commiferated  his 
neighbours,    but    could  not  help   them  ;  but   if 
this  was  their  purpofe,  they  were  prevented  from 
executing  it. 

When  they  arrived  at  Athlone,  they  appeared  At  Athione 
again  in  imminent  danger  of  their  lives  ;  a  great  f"on*ntf£' 
number  of  the  populace  and  foldiers  gathered  populace. 
about  them,  and  at  their  head  the  high  lherirT  of 
the  county,  who  ftimulated  them  to  mifchief,  by 
loading  thefe  inoffenfive  perfons  with  opprobrious 
epithets,  calling  them  rebels  and  traitors  ;  fo  that 
it  was  admirable,  that  they  were  not  (tabbed  with 
the  bayonets  and  fkeins  by  the  foldiers  and  rab- 
ble ;  but  that  juit  then  a  perfon  of  genteel  ap- 
pearance made  his  way  through  the  crowd,  and 
coming  up  to  William,  faluted  him  with  refpeel, 
and  vindicated  him  from  the  fheriff's  reflections, 
calling  to  him  aloud,  "  I  have  known  him  above 
"  twenty  years,  and  know  him  to  be  an  honefl 
"  man,  fay  what  you  will  of  him/'  This  inter- 
vention of  a  Itranger  to  William,  was  the  means 
of  quieting  the  evil  difpofition  of  the  lheriff  and 
of  the  crowd,  which  William  efteemed  as  help 
raifed  in  their  great  danger  from  among  them- 
felves  by  the  direction  of  divine  providence.  lie 
understood  afterwards  this  man's  name  was  Valen- 
tine Toole,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army,  who  alio  ac- 
quainted William  that  Dunn  had  iniormed  againll 
him. 

After  fome  little  time  they  were  brought  up  to  Brought be- 
the    caftle   before   Colonel   Grace,    governor  ofo^Sf^ho 
the  town,  and  his  council  of  officers,  to  be  ex- rekafeti 
amined,  before  whom  William  appearing  wrapped  rof™  anJ13" 

UP  fhortly  after 
*■   they  g  -t 

theirhbertv. 
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c  it  a  P  up  in  an  old  blanket  (almoft  his   only  clothing) 
(  the  colonel,  not  knowing  him  in  this   difguife, 

l6  enquired  of  him  his  name  and  place  of  refi- 
dcnce  ;  to  which  anfwering,  /  am  old  William 
Edmund/on,  the  colonel,  who  knew  him  well, 
and  had  been  hofpitably  entertained  by  him, 
flood  up,  and  with  tears  fignified  his  forrow  to 
fee  him  there  in  that  condition.  He  then  en- 
quired of  Dunn  what  he  had  againfl  him,  who 
advanced  fundry  falfe  accufations,  which  William 
refuted  clearly  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  colonel 
and  council.  At  this  the  colonel  grew  angry 
with  Dunn,  and  exprelfed  his  refentment  at  his 
treatment  of  fo  refpeclable  a  perfon.  Dunn  now, 
to  excufe  himfelf,  faid  the  rapparees  were  going 
to  hang  them,  and  that  he  brought  them  thither 
to  fave  their  lives,  upon  which  the  governor  de- 
clared, that  if  he  had  them  there  he  would  hang 
them. 

At  Moate,  a  few  miles  from  Athlone,  lived 
John  Clibborn*,  who  was  not  as  yet  driven  from 

his 

*  A  meeting  was  fettled  at  John  Clibborn's,  who  kept  his 
habitation  long  in  much  danger  ;  and  the  meeting  was  kept  up 
at  this  time  with  great  difficulty,  lying  only  fix  miles  from 
Athlone,  a  chief  Irifh  garrifon,  and  place  of  refuge  for  that 
party,  whence  fcouting  parties  often  fallied  to  ravage  the  coun- 
try, and  whither  the  rapparees  ufually  carried  thofe  captives, 
whom  they  were  not  permitted  to  murder,  as  they  had  done 
many.  Whilfr.  the  faid  J.  Clibbcrn  could  keep  his  houfe,  it 
was  an  afylum  to  friends  and  others.  Among!},  thefe  Anthony 
Robinfo.i  and  John  Millar,  two  of  this  fociety,  who  redded 
about  three  miles  from  Athlone,  after  they  had  their  houfes 
plundered,  were  threatened  to  be  murdered  with  their  fami- 
lies ;  but  were  refcued  by  a  near  neighbour,  wife  to  an  Irifh 
jullice  of  ]*sace,  who  took  them  into  her  houlc,  and  kept  them 
there  till  the  band  of  robbers  grew  fo  infolent  and  outrageous 
as  to  force  their  way  into  the  houfe  after  them,  infomuch  that 

defpuirinj 
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his  habitation,  and  hearing  of  William's   capti-  chap. 
vity  in  that  town,  came  to  fee  him  in  his  defii-       '^, 
tute  condition,  and  fupply  him  with  provifions  ;       , 
and  afterwards,  upon  becoming  furety  for  his  ap- 
pearance, if  called  for,  obtained  the  governor's 
confent  to  remove  William  and  his  fons  to  his 
houfe  upon  parole  ;  and  fhortly  after  they  were 
fet  at  liberty. 

One    of  William's  fons   had   a  tanyard    well  William 
flocked  ;  and  about  a  week  after  the  burning  of fWswife 
their    houfe,    while  they   were   in    confinement,  affiftedby 
William's  wife  thought  it  necefiary  to  remove  the  bow"  T" 


•eiiiii 


hides  and  leather  to  a  place  of  greater  fafety  ;  vouriDg  f<> 

•  ^       remove  ivm 

and  accordingly  went,  accompanied  by  feveral  offiockofher 
their  neighbours,  with  horfes  and  cars  to  aiTift  infonjstP: 
removing  them.     While  they  were  loading  the  prized  by 
leather,  &c.  Colonel  R.  Dunn  and  his  brother- ra^arccs- 
in-law  aforefaid,  came  upon  them  with  a  multi- 
tude of  rapparees  ;    whereupon  the  neighbours 
fled  for  their  lives,  and  left  the  horfes,  cars  and 
loading,  which  the  rapparees  feized   and  carried 
off.     But    the   old    woman,  not    being   able    to  William 
efcape,  they  If  ripped  her  naked,  and  left  her  mfon™wife 
that  condition   to  walk  home  two   miles  in  the  ftrippcd  br 
month  of  December,  whereby  (he  caught  a  cold rees,*^** 
of  which   fhe   never   recovered,  but   died  about  coid  {'"T1 
ieven   months  alter.     Dunn  s   egregious   perhdy  never  reco- 
immediately     met    with    exemplary    vengeance.  Vcn-J- 
For    the  next   morning  a   party  of    twenty  five 
troopers   being  fent  from  Mountmelick  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  plunderers,  to  whom  (I  have  heard) 

about 

defpairing  of  their  longer  fafety  there,  fhe  defired  them  to 
efcape  with  their  lives  if  they  could.  She  then  conveyed  them 
into  her  garden,  whence  with  much  difficulty  they  efcaptd  into 
a  neighbouring  wood,  where  they  lay  concealed  feveral  davs 
and  nights  in  great  tenor  and  diftrefs. 
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chap,  about    eighty    of   the   inhabitants    joined    them- 
iv.      felves,  they  came  up  with  the  laid  Dunn  and  fe- 
<     *■— I   veral  hundreds  of  the  rapparees,  whom  they  en- 
1  9°*    Sa&ed«    l^unn  and  bis  brother-in-law,  with  many 
others,  were  killed  at  the  commencement   of  the 
engagement,  upon  which    the  reft  fought  their 
fafety  in  flight,  of  whom  a  great  number  were 
taken     prifoners,     and     fafely    brought    off   to 
Mountmelick. 
"William  After  William  had  obtained  his  liberty,  and 

fonftmln  was  returne<2  back  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
danger.  his  former  refidence,  he  was  not  releafed  from 
danger,  being  ftill  the  object  of  the  cruel  ma- 
chinations of  his  popifh  neighbours,  to  whom 
he  had  been  a  peaceable  neighbour  and  kind 
friend.  For  fo  multiplied  had  the  enormities  of 
the  bands  of  rapparees  been  through  the  winter, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  army  could  be  drawn 
out  of  their  winter  quarters,  it  was  refolved  to 
put  a  flop  to  their  depredation  by  driving  them 
over  the  Shannon.  And  Major  General  Kirk, 
with  part  of  the  army,  marched  to  Mountmelick 
with  intention  to  fettle  garrifons  in  convenient 
places  to  protect  the  country.  Rofenallis  was 
pointed  out  to  him  as  a  convenient  place,  and 
information  given  him  of  William's  luilerings 
and  ufage  from  the  papifts  there.  Whereupon 
he  fent  for  William  and  ordered  him  to  attend 
him  to  Rofenallis,  which  at  the  general's  com- 
mand he  did. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  popifh  neighbours, 
who  kept  their  dwellings  thereabout  under  the 
protection  of  king  William's  proclamation  ;  and 
who,  though  they  kept  at  home  under  this  pro- 
tection, favoured  and  harboured  the  rapparees, 
conceived  a  deep  but  concealed  refentment  againft 

William 
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William  Edmundfon,  whom  they  caufelefsly  fuf-  chap. 
peeled  as  the  author  of  fixing  a  garrifon  there,  iv. 
to  overawe  them  from  harbouring  thofe  plun- v— -v~— t 
derers,  and  prevent  their  maring  in  their  plunder  l69°« 
as  heretofore.  Therefore  fully  to  fatiate  their 
vengeance,  they  procured  eight  or  nine  of  the 
moll  determined  of  the  rapparees,  to  lie  in  am. 
bum  between  Mouritmelick,  where  he  dwelt 
after  his  houfe  was  burned,  and  Rofenallis,  his 
former  refidence,  where  his  land  lay,  with  a  full 
determination  to  murder  him.  To  draw  him  into 
the  fnare,  two  of  his  neighbours  came  to  him, 
difguifing  their  villainy  under  the  mafk  of  friend- 
ship, and  endeavouring  to  make  his  chriftian 
difpofition  to  ferve  them  the  inflrument  of  his 
own  deflruction ;  fawningly  requefling  him  to 
go  to  Rofenallis  to  fpeak  to  the  officers  of  the 
garrifon  to  be  favourable  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
as  they  centered  their  hopes  of  being  well-treated 
in  his  friendly  interpofition.  But  it  was  provi- 
dentially ordered  that  he  did  not  go  that  day. 
Two  days  after  they  came  again  with  the  fame 
pretence  ;  and  now  added  that  the  foldiers  were 
pulling  down  his  out-houfes,  which  had  efcaped 
the  flames,  when  his  houfe  was  burned.  They 
ufed  many  arguments,  under  the  treacherous 
veil  of  kindnefs  and  friendfhip,  to  perfuade  him 
to  go,  but  he  writes,  "  I  was  reftrained  by  a 
"  fecret  hand,  that  knew  their  evil  defign,  and 
"  would  not  fuffer  me  to  fall  into  their  fnare." 
The  very  next  morning,  one  James  Dobfon 
with  his  fon  and  coufm  palling  that  way,  thefe 
rapparees  mot  the  fon  dead  in  the  place,  and 
took  the  other  two  into  the  wroods,  and  there  bar- 
baroufly  murdered  them.  Upon  which  they  fled  ; 
and  that  night  the  popifh  inhabitants  of  this 
Vol.  in.  T  •  quarter, 
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quarter,  confcious  of  the  part  they  had  acted, 
and  fearing  the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes, 
fled  alio  to  the  rapparees  for  protection. 

Many  other  friends,  in  common  with  every 
denomination  of  proteftants,  were  expofed  to  the 
like  Iofles,  perils  and  perfidy,  in  this  calamitous 
time.  Others,  who  had  ftaid,  generally  took  re- 
fuge in  the  garrifoned  places  for  their  fecurity  ; 
but  friends  kept  their  places  and  habitations,  till 
they  were  driven  therefrom  by  violence,  placing 
their  faith  and  confidence  in  divine  protection, 
which,  although  permitting  many  of  them  to  be 
tried  with  the  lofs  of  their  fubftance,  miraculoufly 
preferved  their  lives  ;  fo  that  we  have  no  account 
of  more  than  four  that  fell  by  the  hands  of  vio- 
lence, and  two  of  thefe  forwardly  expofed  them- 
felves  to  danger. 

Befides  the  other  trying  calamities  attendant 
upon  war,  at  the  return  of  the  army  to  winter 
quarters,  a  mortal  diftemper  overfpread  the 
country,  which  took  off  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  every  clafs  and  denomination.  Many  alio 
who  had  been  driven  from  their  houfes,  and  loft 
moft  or  all  of  their  fubftance,  repining  at  this 
reverfe  of  their  circumftances,  languilhed  in  for- 
row  till  they  died  :  which  friends  were  greatly 
fupported  over,  in  refignation  to  the  divine  will, 
and  quiet  fubmiflion  to  the  government  of  the 
fovereign  ruler  of  the  univerfe,  who  not  only 
giveth,  but  alfo  taketh  away. 

This  year  George  Gregfon  of  Lifnegarvy  (now 
Lifburn)  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  departed  this 
life.  He  was  born  in  Lancafhire,  and  educated 
in  the  popifh  perfuafion  ;  but  was  converted  to 
the  profetfion  of  the  principles  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  and  was  faithful  to  the  principle 

he 
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he  profefled.  His  converfion  raifed  him  many  c  h  a  p- 
enemies,  and  much  averfion  and  envy  amongft.  1V" 
thofe  whofe  communion  he  had  deferted,  who  , 
propagated  many  falfe  and  malicious  reports  con- 
cerning him,  which  he  bore  with  patience  ;  and 
perfevered  with  unfhaken  fortitude  in  the  Steady 
purfuit  of  peace  of  mind,  whereby  growing  in 
religious  experience,  he  received  a  gift  in  the 
miniflry.  His  ministerial  labours  were  effectually 
conducive  to  the  converting  of  many  from  the 
evil  of  their  ways,  and  opening  their  under- 
standings to  difcover  the  way  of  life  and  falva- 
tion,  being  favoured  with  good  natural  parts, 
and  a  clear  and  agreeable  manner  of  delivery  in 
the  expreffion  of  his  fentiments  on  religious  Sub- 
jects. Great  was  his  concern  for  the  offspring 
of  friends,  and  thofe  newly  convinced,  that  they 
might  not  reft  contented  in  a  profeflion  of  truth, 
received  by  education  or  tradition  ;  or  in  the 
comprehension  thereof  in  their  understandings  ; 
but  that  they  might  be  excited  to  prefs  after  the 
experience  of  the  warning  of  regeneration,  and 
be  renewed  in  their  minds  thereby.  He  tra- 
velled in  the  exercife  of  his  gift  in  Ireland  and 
divers  parts  of  England,  and  was  a  fufferer  for 
his  religious  perfuaiion,  both  by  imprifonment 
and  Spoil  of  goods.  He  retained  his  love  to  God 
and  his  brethren  to  the  laft  period  of  his  life  ; 
and  at  his  death  left  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
fub fiance  to  Several  meetings  in  Ireland,  and  to 
friends  in  Lancafhire. 

In  this  year  alfo  the  community  at  large,  and  Account  of 
friends  of  Ireland  more  particularly,  fuftained  a  th[  h*f >  "*" 
loSs  in  the  removal  of  John  Burnyeat  of  Dub-  andcharac- 
lin  ;  whofe  travels  and  religious  labours  amongft  £ur°vtl°hn 
his  friends  and  others  have  been  recited  in  va- 
T  2  rious 
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chap  rious  parts  of  this  work.  He  was  born  in  Cum- 
v-__.  berland,  of  parents  of  good  repute,  who  gave 
l6  him  a  good  education,  fuited  to  his  circumftances 
and  line-  of  life.  He  was  religioufly  inclined 
from  his  youth,  delighted  in  reading  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  endeavoured  from  them  to  imbibe 
thofe  virtues  and  practices  that  conduce  to  folid 
peace  of  mind.  His  folicitude  to  attain  this  im- 
portant acquifition  alfo  led  him  to  enquire  after, 
and  apply  to  thofe  teachers,  who  bore  the  cha- 
racter of  men  of  religious  experience,  for  di- 
rection and  inftruction  in  the  way  to  true  peace  ; 
but  met  not  with  that  fatisfactory  intelligence, 
whereby  he  could  attain  the  defire  of  his  foul, 
being  more  built  up  in  the  fafhionable  {"pecula- 
tions of  the  age  about  religion,  than  inftructed 
in  the  internal  work,  whereby  the  heart  is  pu- 
rified and  changed.  When  George  Fox  came 
into  the  parts  where  he  refided,  he  with  many 
others  were  recommended  to  an  inflruclor  near 
at  hand,  the  true  light  that  enlighteneth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  John  Burn- 
yeat  was  convinced  by  his  doctrine  in  the  year 
1653.  -And  by  turning  the  attention  of  his 
mind  to  the  inftruction  of  this  internal  monitor, 
and  the  difcovery  of  this  true  light,  he  clearly 
perceived  the  emptinefs  of  his  former  high  pro- 
feffion,  and  the  danger  and  hazard  of  depending 
upon  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  whilit 
he  lived  in  fin  (a  notion  greatly  prevailing 
amonglt  many  high  profeflbrs  in  thofe  days)  for 
he  was  now  convinced  that  the  guilt  remained, 
while  the  body  of  death,  leading  by  its  power 
into  actual  fin,  remained.  Seeing  the  neceflity 
of  regeneration  and  holinefs,  he  endured  many 
deeply  exercifing  conflicts  with  the  corruption 

and 
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and  infirmities  of  his  heart,  till  in  the  due  time,  chap. 
by  the   afiiftance   of  divine  grace,  victory  over      iv. 
them  was  obtained  ;  and  fanclification  in  a  good  ^->^v->~; 
meafure  perfected  in  him.  l69°- 

Being  thus  properly  prepared  for  the  reception  He  receive 
of  the. gifts  of  the  fpirit,  he  was  foon  called  toa?'!\inthc 
the  work  of  'the  miniftry  ;  in  the  difcharge 
whereof  he  was  not  flothful  in  bufmefs  ;  but 
fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord,  both  in  his 
native  country,  and  in  many  foreign  regions, 
where  his  friends  were  fettled,  to  the  convincing 
of  many,  of  the  truth  which  he  publifncd,  and 
the  confirmation  and  eftablimment  of  many  in 
the  way  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  as  hath  been 
varicufly  related  in  the  courfe  of  this  work. 

Amongft  his  cotemporaries  he  was  greatly  be-  Hischarac- 
loved,  and  highly  efteemed  for  his  many  excel- tcr' 
lent  qualities  and  fervices  amongft  them,  from 
whom  we  have  received  the  following  character 
of  him  as  a  minifter,  a  chriftian  and  a  man. 
His  depth  in  religious  experience,  through  the 
effectual  work  of  fanctification,  and  difcovery 
of  the  myftery  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
through  the  illumination  of  the  fpirit  of  truth, 
qualified  him,  like  the  good  houfeholder  in  the 
gofpel,  to  bring  out  of  his  treafury  things  new 
and  old,  for  the  edification  of  thofe  to  whom 
he  miniftered.  He  was  far  from  being  ram  with 
his  mouth,  or  hafty  to  utter  any  thing  before 
God  ;  frequently  .waiting  a  confiderable  time  in 
awful  filence  and  diligent  attention  of  mind,  for 
the  renewed  feeling  of  the  word,  which  is  quick 
and  powerful,  to  animate  his  dodtrine  with  the 
freffi  favour  of  life  before  he  (food  up  to  minif- 
ter, in  order  that  his  miniftry  (delivered  with  a 
natural  unaffected  eloquence,  in  the  demonftra- 

tion 
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chap,  tion  of  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the 
lv«     letter)  might  be  effectual  to  reach  the  divine  wit- 
^^^^^  nefs  in  the  confeiences  of  his  auditory. 
1690.        Through   this   reverent  attention,  he  was  en- 
dowed with  fkill  to  divide  the  word  aright,  and 
adminifter  confolation  to  the  fincere  and  difcon- 
folate  believers  ;  encouragement  to  the  diffident ; 
inftruction  to  the  young  and  inexperienced  ;  and 
reproof  to  the  mfmcere  members,  who  diffurbed 
the  peace  of  the  church  by  a  fpirit  of  contention, 
or  difhonoured  its  character  by  licentious  man- 
ners, inconfiftent   with   the    purity    of  its    prin- 
ciples. 

He   confirmed  his    miniftry  by   his  example, 
his   converfation  being  adorned  with  the  chrif- 
tian  virtues   of  humility,  charity,  meeknefs,  pa- 
tience, gravity  and  temperance,  in  a  confpicuous 
degree ;  his  natural  temper  was  kind  and  bene- 
volent ;  his  constitution  hardy,  his  refolution  un- 
daunted and  perfevering,  in  the  difcharge  of  raa- 
nifeft    duty,    which   was    put   repeatedly  to   the 
trial,  by  his  fharing  in  perfecution  in  common 
with  his  brethren  of  that  age. 
Hisimpri-       His  firft  imprifonment  was  in  Carlifle  in  1655, 
fonments.    ^  t|ie  jnftj[gatjon  cf  onc  Denton^  prieft  of  Brig- 
ham  in   Cumberland,  who  promulgating  in  his 
id,  at  Car-  fermon  many  falfe  charges,  bitter  invectives  and 
lifle.  groundlefs   calumnies  againft   the   people   called 

Quakers  in  John's  hearing,  after  he  had  finilhed 
it,  John  fpake  to  him  what  was  in  his  mind  ;  to 
which  the  prieft  made  little  anfwer  ;  but  after 
his  hearers  had  rudely  affaulted  him  with  their 
bibles  and  itaves,  till  he  was  fore  with  bruifes  to 
a  degree,  which  affected  him  for  fome  time,  the 
prie!t  commanded  the  conltable  to  fecure  him, 
and  a  friend,  who  accompanied  him,  and  next 

day 
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day  had  them  before  Launcelot  Fletcher,  who  chap. 
committed  them  to  the  county  jail,  where  John  ^™1^ 
was  detained  twenty-three  weeks.     He  was  next      g 
imprifoned    at   Rippon    in  Yorldhire   in    1662. 
Coming   in    the    courfe   of  his   religious  travels  2d,  at  Rip- 
to  this  town,  and   understanding   that  many  ofpotl* 
his  friends  of  that  place  were  in  prifon  for  meet- 
ing together  to  worfhip  God,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pay  them  a  brotherly  vifit ;  and  for  utter- 
ing fome  words  of  exhortation  and  encourage- 
ment to   them,  the  jailer   took  him   before  the 
mayor,  who  had  in  company  with  him  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  diocefe  and  feveral  aldermen.    The 
chancellor  took  upon  him  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
giftrate    in  examining  him,  and   fought   to  en- 
fnare  him  in  his  words,  that  he  might  extort  an 
occafion  to  commit  him  to  prifon  ;  but  when  he 
could  not  get  the  advantage,  at  which  he  aimed 
by  thefe  means,  he  grew  angry,  and,  in  order  to 
attain  his  ends,  was  forced  to  refort  to  the  ufual 
fnare,  by   caufing  the  oaths   to   be  tendered  to 
him,  and   upon  his   declining  to  fwear  he  was 
committed  to  prifon  with  his  friends,  who  were 
twenty-four   in   number.     Some  time    after    the 
magifirates   aflembling  in  a  bowling  green,  con- 
tiguous to  the  prifon,  for  the  diverfion  of  bowls, 
during   the   time   of  the    meeting   for    worfhip, 
which  the  prifoners  kept  up  daily,  they  overheard 
John    Burnyeat    concerned    in    exhortation    or 
prayer,  and  being  provoked  thereat,  they  com- 
manded him  to  be  put  down  into  the  dungeon, 
a  place   without  light  or  air,  where  he  was  de- 
tained at  this  time  two   days   and  two   nights  : 
But  Mill,   when   releafed    from   his   difmal   cell, 
feeling   the  impulfe   of  duty  at  times  to  exercife 
his  miniftry  for  the  edification  of  his  friends  in 

prifon, 
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chap,  prifon,  to  releafe  themfelves  from  the  mortifica- 
iv.      tion  of  hearing  his  preaching,  they  releafed  him, 
v^-v — '  and  fent  him  away,  after  fourteen  weeks  caufe- 
1690.    ]efs    imprifonment.      In    1670,    upon   the    new 
conventicle  act   coming  in  force,  he   was   fined 
20I.  for  preaching  at  Devonfture  houfe,  London, 
3d,  in  New.  by  Sir  Samuel  Starling,  mayor,  and   about  two 
Ion!'  L°n"  weeks  after  committed  to   newgate  by  the  fame 
magistrate  for  the  fame  caufe.     Again  being  in- 
formed againft  for  preaching  at  Machynlleth  in 
Montgomeryfhire,  his  mare,  faddle    and  bridle, 
value    81.  was   taken  from  him,  and  he  left  to 
travel  on  foot.     But.  the   informers   were  difap- 
pointed  of  the  bed  part   of  their  fpoil,  for  the 
mare   died  in  the  poflemon  of  thofe  who  took 
her  about  an  hour  after. 

We  have  fecn  that  he  devoted  the  prime  of 
his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  Maker,  and  pro- 
moting righteoufnefs  in  divers  parts  of  the  earth, 
being  engaged  very  much  in  travelling  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  his  gift  till  pail  the  ftate  of  middle  age, 
Marries  and  when  (in  1 683)  he  married  and  feUtled  in  Dub- 
Dublin"  ^n>  *n  ^h*cn  C^y»  as  we^  as  otner  parts  of  Ire- 
land, by  his  fteady,  circumfpect  and  exemplary 
conduct,  and  his  powerful  miniftry,  he  was  a 
very  ferviceable  member  of  religious  fociety,  and 
obtained  a  great  place  in  the  affection  and  efteem 
of  his  friends  and  neighbours  here,  as  he  had 
done  before  in  his  native  country. 

After  his  fettling  in  Dublin  his  travels  and  fer- 
vice were  moltly  confined  to  the  different  parts 
of  Ireland,  only  in  the  year  after  his  marriage 
(1684.)  he  vifited  Scotland  and  the  northern 
counties  of  England,  in  the  year  1688  his  wife 
died,  and  after  her  death  he  had  an  inclination  to 
return,  and  fpcnd  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his 

native 
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native  country ;  but  the  profpecl  of  approaching  c  h  a  r. 
war,  and   its   concomitant  evils,  which  terrified      iv. 
numbers  of  the  proteftant  inhabitants   to  flee  to  v- — v — * 
England,  had  the  contrary  effect  upon  him  ;  for     l65°- 
when  the  face  of  affairs  began  to  look  difmal  and 
menacing,  he  felt  no  liberty  to  purfue  his  inten- 
tion ;  but  found  it  his  place  to  flay  and  take  a 
fhare  in  the  fufferings  which  might  be  permitted 
to  befal  his  friends,  amohgft  whom  he  was  very 
ferviceable  in  ftrengthening  and  comforting  them 
under  their  fevere  afflictions  in  thefe  perilous  and 
calamitous  times.  Twice,  for  this  purpofe,  during 
the  time  of  the  war,  he  vifited  the  meetings  of 
friends  in  the  provinces  of  Leinfler  and  Munfler, 
where  he  had  large  meetings  ;  for  in  many  places 
the  teachers  of  other  denominations  had  fled  and 
left  their  flocks.     As'foon  as  the  way  was  open, 
he  paid  a  like  vifit  to  friends  in  the  province  of 
UKler,  amongft  whom  he  had  acceptable  fervice, 
and  was  greatly  comforted  in  finding  them  in  a 
flate  of  patient  acquiescence  under  their  fuffer- 
ings. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  this  northern  jour- 
ney he  went  to  the  province  meeting  at  Rofe- 
nallis,  and  whether  it  was  at  this  or  fome  other 
in  this  year,  that  he  delivered  the  following  pro- 
phetic warning,  is  not  clear,  but  it  is  recorded 
of  him,  that  at  a  province  meeting  in  1690,  he 
declared  to  his  friends,  "  It  is  now  a  time  of 
"  great  trial  upon  you  in  lofing  all  your  fub- 
"  fiance  ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  you 
"  will  be  as  greatly  tried  with  getting  wealth," 
which  was  foon  accomplifhed.  From  Rofenallis 
he  proceeded  to  Mountrath,  Ballinakill  and 
the  monthly  meeting  at  New  Garden,  and  from 
thence  went  home  with   John  Watfon,  where  he 

fell 
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chap,  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  which  in  twelve  days  put  a  pe- 
Iv*     riotl  to  his  life.     During  his  illnefs  he  was  pre- 

^^'V-V  ferved  clear  in  his  understanding,  and  in  a  tine 
1690.  frarne  0f  fpint,  being  borne  up  over  the  fear  of 
death  by  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confeience,  in 
the  folacing  review  of  the  integrity  and  virtue  of 
his  pafl  life.  ExprerTmg  his  lively  hope,  "  That 
**  he  ever  loved  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  loved 
"  him  from  his  youth,  and  that  he  now  felt  his 
Ci  love."  He  was  fenfible  to  the  laft,  and  fo  laid 
clown  his  head  in  peace  with  God,  in  love  to  his 
brethren  and  good  will  to  all  mankind,  in  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at 
New  Garden  ;  his  funeral  was  attended  by  many 
friends  and  others,  upon  -which  occafion  William 
lidmundfon  bore  a  lively  and  affecting  teftimony 
in  commemoration  of  his-  eminent  and  faithful 
iervices. 
169T.        The  campaign  of  1691  put  the  finishing  flroke 

Ane..,of  t0  rhe  wars  and  the  troubles  in  Ireland.  Kintr 
William  at  the  clofe  ot  the  laft  campaign  re- 
turned to  England,  and  General  Ginkle  being 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army,  took 
Athlone,  gave  the  Irifh  army  a  total  defeat  at 
Aughvim  ;  and  took  the  city  of  Limerick,  which 
capitulated  upon  articles,  whereby  the  war  was 
brought  to  a  termination,  and  the  peace  of  the 
nation  reflored. 

The  people  called  Quakers,  upon  the  reftora- 
tion  of  peace,  through  the  recollection  of  the 
precarious  tenure  they  had  of  their  fecular  pof- 
feflions,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  were, 
as  yet,  fo  looiened  in  their  attachment  thereto, 
and  the  fvmpatheiic  benevolence  of  their  hearts 
to  each  oiher  fo  encreafed,  that  thole,  who  had 

fomething 


tuc  war. 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  299 

fomething  left,  vutc  rery  ready  to  communicatee  hap. 
to  their  indigent  friends.  ^JT^ 

Thofe  who  had   been  driven  from  their  habi-      6 
tations   generally   returned    to   re-polfefs    them  ;  care  of  the 
and  the  fucceeding  national  meeting  took  care, natIonal 

1  •  r  •        j      n         1  j  1        r         t    j  meeting  for 

that  in  every  quarter,  mends  ihould  be  lupplied  Applying 
for  the  prefent   with  fuch  ntceffaries  as  the  time  ^Tof^"' 
and  their  abilities   could  afford  ;  and   that  in  re-  friends, 
fettling  a   competent  number  might  fettle  near 
together,  fo  as  conveniently  to  conftitute  a  meet- 
ing  for  divine   worfhip,  for  their  mutual  edifica- 
tion, and   the   reciprocal  benefit  of   themfelves 
and  their  families. 

And  it  is  remarkable,  that  through  the  whole  Meeting* 
of  this  feafon  of  danger  and  tumult,  they  kept  d2Jwi* 
up  their  meetings  for  worfhip  and  difcipline  war.  ° 
in  their  accuftomed  manner  without  much  inter- 
ruption or  diflurbance  from  either  party  <  al- 
though, as  before  remarked,  they  often  went  to 
diflant  meetings  through  great'  perils,  by  reafon 
of  the  rapparees,  who  in  many  places  befet  the 
roads  in  ambufh  to  rob  and  murder  the  paffen- 
gers  on  their  way  ;  but  they  reforting  to  their 
meetings  in  faith,  and  under  perfuafion  of  duty, 
were  mercifully  preferved,  and  their  fidelity  re- 
warded with  inward  confolation,  peace  of  mind, 
and  an  increafe  of  fpiritual  flrength  :  And  they 
gained  ground  in  religious  experience,  in  the 
number  of  their  members  and  in  the  public 
efleem,  through  their  innocent,  fteadfaft  and  fo- 
ber  deportment  in  the  fear  of  God. 


CHAP. 
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A^  M    ERICA. 

Meeting-houfe  built  in  Philadelphia. — Death  and 
Characler  of  Robert  and  "Jane  Owen. — Ditto 
of  "John  Skein. — Yearly  Meeting  to  be  held  al- 
ternately at  Burlington  and  Philadelphia. — Care 
to  prevent  Jlrong  Liquors  being  fold  to  the  In- 
dians, and  Means  ufedfor  their  Inflruclion. — 
Emigration  from  Holland  and  Germany. — Life 
and  Char  after  of  Chriftophcr  Taylor. — Two  Let- 
ters from  William  Penn  to    the  C-Aony. 

CHAP']N  this   year  friends  of  the  quarterly   meeting 

v*       of  Philadelphia    put    in   execution    the    defign, 

v"     ym^J  which  they  had  a  confiderable  time  in   contem- 

Meetint*     potion,  of  building  a  meeting-houfe  in  the  city. 

houfc  built  At  a  quarterly  meeting  held  in  the   fixth  month 

Sa,    a ''  "  this  year,  it  was  concluded  to  have  one  built  inthe 

center,  between  the  two  rivers  bounding  the  city, 

of  brick,  fifty    feet  by  thirty-fix    in   dimenfion, 

which  being  in  due  time  completed,   the  meetings 

were  held  there,  till  the  bank  meeting-houfe  was 

built :      The    next    year    friends  of  Burlington 

alfo  built  a  large  commodious  metting-houfe  ". 

The   quarterly    meeting    of   Philadelphia  was; 
now  compofed  of  the   following  particular  meet- 
ings and  bodies  of  friends,  viz.  Taconv   (or  Ox- 
ford) 

*  S.  Smith. 
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ford)  Poetquefmg,  the  Welfli  friends,  and  thofe  c  h  a  p. 
contiguous  to  the  city  on  the  other  fide  of  Schuyl-       v. 
kill,  with  the  meeting  of  Philadel   hia  ;  and  in  a  v — v — J 
few  years  the  friends  of  Plymouth,  Byberry,  and     1684- 
Dublin  or  Abington.  joined  them. 

This  year  James  Martyn  from  Eaft  Acton  in 
Middlesex  crofted  the  feas  on  a  religious  vifit  to 
the  continent  of  America,  where  he  fpent  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  two  years  ;  pairing  through  the 
meetings  of  his  friends  in  Penfylvania  and  other 
parts  of  that  continent:  And- being  a  man  of 
worth  and  innocency,  "whofe  converfation  adorn- 
ed the  gofpel,  which  h  i  preached  faithfully,  his 
zealous  and  diligent  labours  amongft  them  were 
edifying,  ferviceable  and  acceptable  to  his  friends 
in  thofe  parts  b. 

In  the  year  1685,  an  honourable  ancient  couple     1685. 
of  diftinciion  amongft  the   Welch  colonift s  were  Dt-'ath(  and 
removed   by    death  fhortly  after    their  arrival  in  Robert  and 
America,  viz.  Robert  Owen,  late  of  Doleyfevre  Jane  °WCB 
near  Dolgelly  in  Merionethfhire,  -and  Jane  his 
wife,  whofe  character,  two  of  their  countrymen, 
John  Humphrey  and  Rowland  Ellis,  who  knew 
them   well  both  before  and  after  they  removed 
to  America,  have  left  us  upon  record,  in  teftimo- 
ny  of  their  worth,  from    whence  the  following 
abftracl:  is  drawn. 

They  were  both  well  defcended  from  families 
of  the  rank  of  gentry  (as  they  are  ufually  termed). 
The  faid  Robert  inherited  from  his  father  a  com- 
petent eftate,  and  received  a  liberal  education, 
fuitable  to  his  rank  in  life.  Being  blefled  with  a 
good  genius  and  quick  apprehension,  his  profici- 
ency in  literature,  and  his  intellectual   abilities, 

placed 

fc  S.  Smith.    J.  Whiting. 
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chap,  placed  him  in  eminency  amongft  his  neighbours 

v.       of  the  fame  rank.     After  the   expiration  of  the 

v— "^r-+-J  protectorate,  he  received  a  commillion  of  captain 

1685.     of  militia  and  governor  of  Beaumorris,   under  the 

Rob.  Owen  .  (Pr   r  t   •    1       1         i      1   1  1 

a  captain     committee  ot  iarety,  which   he  held  to  the  time 

ao?oSf°Beau  °*"  tne  reft°rati°n  °*  King  Charles  II.  and  dii- 
morriscui-  charged  his  functions  with  fidelity.  But  the  fo- 
tle*  lidity  of  his  understanding,  illuminated  by  divine 

grace,  made  him  clearly  perceive  that  real  and 
durable  happinefs  was  not  founded  in  the  eftima- 
tion  of  men,  or  worldly  honour  or  preferments, 
but  in  fomething  more  fubftantial ;  from  which 
confideration  he  had  lor '  devoted  the  attention 
of  his  mind  to  religious  refearches,  and  by  the 
fmcerity  of  his  heart  and  the  influence  of  the 
light  he  was  favoured  with,  was  endued  with  pe- 
netration to  diftinguifh  between  the  precious  and 
the  vile,  between  pure  religion  and  the  appear- 
ance thereof;  and  being  difpofed  to  part  with  all 
(like  the  wife  merchant-man  in  the  gofpel)  to 
poffefs  himfelf'of  the  precious  pearl,  pure  religion, 
and  the  peace  of  mind  refulting  therefrom, 
his  refearches  •  terminated  in  joining  in  fociety 
with  the  people  called  Quakers,  from  which  he  was 
not  deterred  by  the  profpect  of  (flaring  with  them 
in  persecution  and  reproach.  It  appears  to 
have  been  about  the  time  of  the  reft  oration  that 
he  fully  joined  this  body  of  people,  although  I 
apprehend,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the 
above  cited  teftimonies,  that  he  was  partly  con- 
vinced before.  But  now  the  change  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  the  national  worlhip,  introducing 
party  altercations  and  ftruggles  for  power  and 
pre-eminence,  and  amongft  many  of  the  ecclefi- 
aftics  an  offenfive  verfatility  of  profefiion,  to  fe- 
cure  the  revenues    of  the  livings  they  pollened, 

in 
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in  fome  ;  and  in  the  reft,  on  one  fide  an  avarici-  c  h  a.  fe, 
ous  en^roffins:  of  the  emoluments  of  the  church  v, 
fo  called  to  themfelves ;  on  the  other  the  regret  •— - v-*-* 
at  lofing  them,  feemed  to  manifeft  more  of  a  fpi-  *6Sj. 
rit  of  covetoufnefs  than  of  chriitianity  prevailing 
amongfl  them  in  too  general  a  way.  This  offeii- 
five  conduct  was  an  occafion  of  (tumbling  to  ma- 
ny of  their  hearers,  who  were  fmcere  in  religious 
enquiries,  and  of  looking  forward  to  a  people,  who 
were  more  difmterefted  and  exempt  from  fuch 
(truggles,  and  was  the  means  of  encreafmg  the 
numbers  of  this  fociety,  by  the  addition  of  many 
valuable  members.  Amongft  them,  I  apprehend,  Heisimpri» 
was  Robert  Owen,  who  upon  this  revolution  in  r"^^^ 
the  ftate,  was  with  many  others  committed  to 
prifon,  not  indeed  as  a  Quaker,  but  for  accepting 
a  oommimon  under  the  former  government ;  and 
although  he  cleared  himfelf  of  acting  under  the 
fame,  only  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  his 
fuperiors,  yet  the  oppofite  party,  in  the  exultati» 
on  and  intemperate  warmth  of  party  zeal,  exerted 
themfelves  to  eftecl:  his  ruin  in  body  and  eltate. 
Others  imprifoned  on  the  like  account  obtained 
their  liberty  by  the  a£t  of  oblivion,  palled  fome  time 
after,  upon  their  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  > 
and  fupremacy,  which  our  laid  friend  at  this  time 
could  not  do,  being  in  confcience  perfuaded 
of  the  unlawfulnefs  of  an  oath ;  and  chofe 
rather  to  fuffer  adverfity,  than  wound  the  .peace 
of  his  own  mind.  He  therefore  fuffered  five 
years  dole  imprifonment  in  the  town  of  Bolgelly, 
about  a  mile  from  his  own  houfe,  whither  he  was 
not  permitted  to  go  during  that  time.  At  laft  his 
principal  profecutor  was  vifited  with  a  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  under  which  the  remorfe  of  his  confcience 
was  fuch  that  he  could  enjoy  neither  reft  nor  eafe 

until 
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until  he  fent  a  fpecial  meffenger  to  relcafc 
him. 

His  wife,  Jane  Owen,  was  alfo  honourably  de- 
fcended,  her  father  being  in  the  office  of  a  juftice 
of  peace,  and  a  man  for  integrity  confpicuous 
above  molt  of  his  rank.  Kis  faid  daughter  was 
a  woman  whofe  natural  good  underltanding  was 
improved  by  a  religious  turn  of  mind  ;  fhe  was 
of  a  grave  and  folid  deportment  ;  adorned  with 
a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit ;  in  her  profperity  humble 
minded  ;  in  adverfity  patient  ;  a  fympathizing 
helpmeet  and  encourager  to  her  hufband  in  all 
his  trials  ;  he  being  a  repeated  fufferer  for  his 
religion,  by  imprisonment  and  lofs  of  fubftance. 
They  freely  opened  their  houfe  for  the  reception 
of  the  meetings  of  their  friends,  through  the  hot- 
teft  times  of  perfecution,  whereby  they  were  fre- 
quently expofed  to  fufferings  and  fpoil.  As  they 
had  a  large  family,  fhe  being  the  mother  of  nine 
fons,  her  relations,  perfons  of  eminence  and  in- 
fluence in  that  country,  but  not  walking  by  faith, 
as  they  did,  were  often  folicitoufly  engaged  to 
plead  with  her  hufband  to  pity  his  children,  and 
lave  his  eftate  ;  but  fhe,  on  the  contrary,  found 
it  her  place  to  encourage  him  to  fidelity  to  his 
duty,  and  not  to  violate  his  confidence  for  fear 
of  fuffering,  in  which,  when  it  fell  to  his  fhare, 
fhe  tenderly  fympathized,  and  with  firmnefs  and 
courage  bore  her  part  therein. 

They  were  remarkable  for  their  hofpitality, 
their  houfe  and  hearts  being  open  to  all  honeft 
friends  and  other  fober  people.  Being  very  fer- 
viceable  members  of  religious  and  civil  foci- 
ety,  they  were  greatly  loved  and  rcfpectcd  in 
their  native  country.  From  whence  after  they 
had  borne  their  fharc  of  fuffering  in  the  heat  of 

the 
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the  perfecution,  and  had  fpent  a  length  of  years  CHAP, 
together  in  near  affection,  they  removed  in  their      v* 
old  age  to   Penfylvania  in   the  year    1684,  and  *v-^/^s^ 
there  laid  down  the  body  in  peace,  and  were  bu-     I     $' 
ried  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  in  the  fifth 
month  1685. 

About  this  time  died  John  Skein,  formerly  of  Death  ana 
Aberdeen  in  Scotland,  his  native  country,  where  j0h™skeii». 
he  was  marked  out  as  a  principal  member  of  this 
fociety,  by  the  excefs  of  injury,  depredation  and 
perfecution  to  which  he  was  expofed  there*. 
About  1678  he  removed  to  America,  and  fet- 
tled in  Weft  Jerfey,  of  which  (being  a  man  of 
good  abilities,  natural  and  acquired)  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  ftation  of  governor,  which  he  fill- 
ed with  reputation  and  integrity  near  two  years. 
And  it  is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  folidity  of 
the  religion  of  thefe  early  profeflbrs  of  the  truth, 
that  neither  the  frowns  of  power,  nor  the  pof- 
feilion  thereof,  were  able  to  make  their  conftancy 
and  fleadfaft  adherence  to  rectitude  and  religi- 
ous confiderations,  which  in  their  profperity  as 
well  as  adverfity  were  the  ruling  principles  in 
them,  whereby  they  were  fupported  to  bear  fuf- 
ferings  with  patience  and  fortitude,  and  profper- 
ous  circumftances  with  humility  and  fear. 

By  thefe  principles  John  Skein,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  power,  was  initrucled  to  ufe  it  for  the 
fervice  of  the  people,  over  whom  he  was  placed, 
in  government,  not  in  mere  profefTion  (as  too 
cuftomary)  but  in  truth  and  reality,  as  a  religi- 
ous duty.  And  while  he  was  employing  his  ta- 
lents in  the  fervice  of  government,  and  difcharging 
his  trull  with  fidelity  in  his  ftation,  as  a  member 

Vol.  III.  U  of 

*  See  vol.  ii.  p.  464,  468. 
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C  H  A  P.  of  civil  fociety,  he  did  not   look  upon  it  as  be- 

v.      neath  him,  but  efteemed  it  his  indifpenfable  duty, 

v->"WJ  to  fill  up  his  place  alio  in  religious  fociety  among 

1685.     friends,  both  by  his  exemplary  conduct,  and  his 

edifying  miniftry. 

The  general  yearly  meeting  which  for  the  pafl 
four  years  fuccelTively  had  been  held  at  Burling- 
ton; at  a  meeting  in  1683,  had  been  agreed  upon 
to  be  held  alternately  at  Burlington  and  Phila- 
delphia*. In  confequence  of  this  agreement, 
Yearly  the  fir  11  yearly  meeting  in  the  latter  place  began 
meeting  ef-    n  ^Q  fifteenth  of  the  feventh  month  this  year. 

tabhihtd;  to  ■    .     -  J 

be  heia  ai-  Many  friends  from  Kali  and  Weft  Jerfey  expref- 
hZltoa  feci    tneir   unity  an(i   latisfaclion  in   the  prefent 
and  PhUa-   eflablilhment  of  one  yearly  meeting  for  the  three 
ep  ia'      provinces.     Amonglt  other  fubj eels  of  delibera- 
tion, the  concertino;  of  fome  additional  meafures 
cemto pre- ^or  preventing  all   perfons,  who    went  under  the 
vent  any     name  of  Quaker s,  from   being  in  any  manner 
n°n"t0  feii  concerned  in  felling    rum  to  the  Indians,  parti- 
rum  to  the  cularly   engaged  their  attention.      This    fubject 
attracted  the  very  early  and  earned  care  of  the 
frrft    fettlers    of  this  fociety   in  both   provinces, 
from  the  clear  fenfe  they  had  of  the  f  iniquity 
and  bad  confequences  of  this  traffick. 

Inflead 

*  This  yearly  meeting  was  firf!  intended  to  confifr  of  friends 
northward,  as  far  as  New  England,  and  fouthward  as  far  as 
Carolina  :  Maryland  fent  reprefentarives  for  fome  time.  But 
the  dilh.nce  of  their  habitations  rendering  it  inconvenient  for 
friends  of  the  remoter  colonies  to  give  their  attendance,  the 
\  early  meeting  was  conftituted  of  the  friends  of  New  Jerfey  and 
Penjylvania  only,  and  fo  continued  feveral  years;  but  now  a 
cpnfiderable  number  of  friends  redding  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  belong  to  this  yearly  meeting,  which 
iince  the  year  1760  hath  been  held  annually  at  Philadelphia. 

f  The  bad  confequence  and  iniquity  of  this  traffick,  is  clear- 
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Inftead  of  endeavours  to  take  advantage  of  the  chap. 
weaknefs    of  the    natives    by    making    ungodly       v. 
U  2  gain 


ly  fet  forth  in  a  pamphlet  publifhed  in  Philadelphia,  entitled 
Some  Obfervatlons  on   the  Indian  Natives  of  this  Continent. 

Much  of  their  blamable  conduct,  now  complained  of,  is 
certainly  imputable  to  a  long  continued  train  of  fraudulent  and 
corrupt  practices  in  our  intercourfe  with  them,  efpecially 
the  fatal  introduction  of  ftrong  drink,  of  which  they  have 
often  complained*,  and  defired  it  might  not  be  brought 
amongft  them,  by  which  inftead  of  allaying  the  ferment  of  cor- 
rupt nature,  by  a  good  example,  and  the  good  inftruction, 
which  our  fuperior  knowledge  would  enable  us  to  give  them, 
too  many  have  been  instrumental  in  working  them  up  to  a  ftate 
of  diftraction,  which  when  it  has  burft  forth  in  vengeance  upon 
ourfelves,  is  made  a  pretence  for  deftroying  them,  as  though 
they  were  wholly  the  aggreffors. 

That  Indians  may  be  tempted  or  provoked  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  great  evils,  by  the  intemperate  love  and  ufe  of  ftrong 

liquors, 

*  At  the  treaty  at  Carlifle,  in  1 753  the  Indians  fay,  "  The  Rum 
"  ruins  us.  We  beg  you  would  prevent  its  coming  in  fuch  quantities. 
"  We  defire  it  may  be  forbidden,  and  none  fold  in  the  Indian  courtry  ; 
"  but  that  if  the  Indians  will  have  any,  they  may  go  amongft  the  inhabi- 
"  tants,  and  deal  with  them.  When  thefe  Whifkey  traders  come, 
"  they  bring  30  or  40  Kegs,  and  put  them  before  us,  and  make  us 
"  drink,  and  get  all  the  fkins  that  fhould  go  to  pay  the  debts  we  have 
"  contracted  for  goods  bought  of  the  fair  trader ;  and  by  this  mean.'a 
•'  we  not  only  ruin  ourfelves,  but  them  too. 

"  The  wicked  Whilkey  fellers,  when  they  have  once  got  the  Indians 
*'  in  liquor,  made  them  fell  their  very  clothes  from  their  backs.  In 
"  fhort,  if  this  practice  be  continued,  we  muft  be  inevitably  ruined. 
"  We  moll    earncilly,  therefore,  befeech    you  to  remedy  it  " 

We  find  an  early  record,  in  the  hiftory  of  New  Jcrfey,  to  the  credit 
of  the  people  of  that  day.  That  at  a  conference  they  held  with  the  In- 
dians, where  8  Kings  or  Chiefs  were  prefenf,  the  fpeaker  expreffed  him- 
felf  to  the  following  effect  :  "  Strong  liquors  were  fold  to  us  by  the 
"  Swedes  and  by  the  Dutch  ;  thefe  people  had  no  eyes,  they  did  not 
"  fee  it  was  hurtful  to  us  ;  that  it  made  us  mad.  We  know  it  is  hurt- 
*'  ful  to  us.  Nevertheless,  if  people  will  fell  it  to  us,  we  are  fo  in  love 
"  with  it,  that  we  cannot  forbear;  but  now  there  is  a  people  come  to 
"  live  amongft  us,  that  have  eyes;  they  fee  it  to  be  for  our  hurt ;  they 
"  are  willing  to  deny  themfelves  the  profit,  for  our  good.  Thefe  people 
"  have  eyes,  we  are  glad  fuch  a  people  arc  come,  we  muft  put  it  down 

"  by  mutual  confent.     We  give  thefe  four    belts  of  wampum to 

"  be  a  witnefs  of  this  agreement  we  make  with  you  ;  and  would  have 
"   you  tell  it  to  your  children." 


1685. 
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c  h  a  p.  gain  in  a  commerce  fo  injurious  to  their  temper 
v«      and  their  morals  ;   thefe  friends    and  their  Euro- 

!  "  '  pean  brethren  who  vifited  them,  exerted  their 
iOcj.  endeavours  to  cultivate  amity  and  a  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  native  Indians,  in  or- 
der by  kind  treatment,  fair  dealing,  and  good 
conduct,  to  gain  their  efleem  and  good  opinion, 
thereby  to  open  themfelves  a  way  to  be  more 
ellentiallv  ferviceable  to  them,  in  brino;in£  them 
to  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  chrifhi- 

The  exer-    anitv.     For  this  purpole  religious-minded  friends 

tions  of  i  .       c  l  •  r      •  •   i 

friends  to    would   frequently  enter    into   converlation  with 
cultivate      them,  vint  them  in  their  villages,  and   hold   re- 
with  the  in- ligious  meetings  amongit  them  ;   rheir  difcourfes 
dianS,and    being  explained  by  an  interpreter  to  fuch  of  them 
them  to      as  did    not  underhand   Englifh.     John   Hayton 
tiinihunity.  and  James  Martin  from  Europe,  who  came  ear- 
ly in  a  religious  vilit  to  friends  in  thefe  provinces  ; 
William  Penn,  Samuel  Jennings,  Thomas  Olive, 
and  others   of  the   new   fettlers,    had   meetings 
arnongft  them,  as  well  as  many  fince   from  time 
to  time,  wherein  they  ufed  endeavours  to  incul- 
cate the  benefit  of  a  christian  life.     And  in  this 
year  a  committee  of  friends  was  appointed  by  the 
quarterly    meeting    of    Burlington    to    pay    the 
neighbouring  Indians  a  religious  vifit,  and  hold 
a  meeting  among  them,  to  which  many   of  the 
Indians  gathered,  and   quietly  attended  to  what 
was  delivered.  At  this  and  many  other  meetings  of 

this 


liquors,  is  eadly  conceived  ;  but  whether  they,  who,  to  gra- 
tify the  cravings  of  fordid  avarice,  furnilh  them  with  the 
intoxicating  potion,  and  then  take  advantage  or  their  (Ituatioa, 
to  impofe  upon  them,  and  tempt  them  to  evil,  arc  not  prin- 
cipally accountable,  for  the  crimes  they  commit,  and  their 
confequences,  is  a  query  worthy  of  their  nioli  ferioua  con- 
federation. 
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this  kind  they  feemcd  to  be  affected,  and  particu-  chap. 
lar  perfons  amongft  them  would  profefs  fonie  con-       v. 
vincement  and  reformation  for  a  feafon  ;   and  in  ' — * — ' 
a  general  way  they  would  be  ferious  on  thefe  oc-     l6s5- 
cafions,  and  confefs  to   the  truth   and  goodnefe 
of  what   they    heard   and    underflood ;  but    the 
thorough  mortification  of  their  paffions  and  na- 
tural appetites,  which  is  the  elfence  of  chriftianitv, 
feemed   a  difcipline    too  fevere  for  them,  habitu- 
ated to  little   reflraint,  to  fubrrut  to.     Yet  the 
religious  converfation  and  virtuous  examples  of 
thefe  firfl  fettlers   in   thefe  provinces,  and  their 
free  and  friendly  correfpondence  and  intercourfe 
with  them,  were  conducive  to  brine;  the  bordering 
Indians    to  a  degree    of  civilization    and  good 
neighbourhood  unknown  to  thofe  of  the  remoter 
tribes. 

About  the  year  1686  many  friends  and  others     1686. 
from  Holland  and   Germany  arrived  in  Penfvl  1:nusrdtioM 

<•  r     .  1  'r  ,  ,  J  .     horn  Hol- 

vama,  who,  nxmg  their  reliclence  among  their  i,lud  and 
friends,  contributed  to  the  extenfion  of  the  town  Germany, 
called  Germantown,  fituated  fix  miles  north  of 
Philadelphia,  which  had  been  begun  in  1682. 
Several  of  them,  I  apprehend,  emigrated  from  the 
Palatinate,  in  which  province  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  adopted  the  name  and  profemon  of 
Quakers,  whereby  they  efcaped  fharing  in  the 
fucceeding  calamities  of  their  country  in  the 
year  1689,  when  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  in  the 
cruel  wantonnefs  of  power,  caufed  the  fine 
towns  in  that  principality  to  be  deftroyed  by 
fire. 

In  this  year  Chriflopher  Taylor  of  Penfylvania  ]  if«  and 
departed  this  life.     He  was   brother  to  Thomas  c^Tayior. 
Taylor,  of  whom  an   account  hath  been  given 
before  in  1681.     He  is  fuppofed  to   have  been 

born 
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chap,  born  near  Skipton  in  Yorkshire,  and  as  well 
v.      as  his  brother  received  a  learned  education,  to 

\s^s^j  qualify  him  for  the  office  of  the  miniftry  :  and 
j686.  he  officiated  as  preacher  among  the  puritans  'till 
he  was  convinced  about  the  fame  time  with  his 
brother  by  the  miniftry  of  George  Fox  in  1652, 
and  after  fome  time  he  became  an  approved  mi- 
nifter  amongft  the  people  called  Quakers,  and 
travelled  in  many  parts  of  the  nation  to  propa- 
gate religion  and  righteoufnefs,  but  was  impri- 
foned  at  Appleby  in  Weftmorland  in  1654,  by 
warrant  from  Thomas  Burton,  a  juftice,  for 
fpeaking,  what  he  efteemed  his  duty,  to  a  prieft 
in  the  fteeple-houfe  yard,  where  he  remained 
under  fevere  fufFerings  and  inhuman  ufage  about 
two  years.  During  his  imprifonment  he  wrote 
a  warning  to  the  rulers  in  England,  efpecially 
to  the  perfecuting  rulers,  priefts  and  people  in 
the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  and  fome  other 
pieces.  After  his  releafe  from  this  imprifon- 
ment, I  have  no  certain  account  of  his  future 
travels.  At  fome  diftance  of  time  I  find  he  kept 
a  boarding-fchool  of  repute  at  Waltham  Abbey 
in  Eflex,  for  children  of  both  fexes,  during 
which  time  he  employed  his  leifure  hours  in  ex- 
ercifing  his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  truth.  Prom 
Waltham  he  removed  about  1679  to  Edmonton 
in  Middlefex,  and  continued  his  fchool  there. 
In  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  he  was  remarkably 
zealous  and  diligent,  not  only  in  inftructing  the 
children  under  his  care  in  literature,  but  in  fuc- 
cefsful  endeavours  to  inftil  into  their  tender 
minds  early  impreffions  of  religion,  virtue,  and 
the  fear  of  their  maker.  In  thefe  laudable  en- 
deavours he  was  effectually  feeonded  by  the 
joined  exertions  of   his  wife,  a  faithful  woman 

and 
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and  a  minifler,  and  of  his  principal  affiftant,  c  H  A  p. 
John  Matern,  a  German  by  birth,  who  had  re-  v. 
ceived  a  learned  education  in  his  native  coun-  v_vwj 
try,  being:  alfo  defigned  for  the  facerdotal  office  :  1686. 
but  being  convinced  of  the  principles  of  the  ;!ern  hisa~ 
people  called  Quakers  about  1674  there,  he  re-  principal 
moved  to  refide  amongft  his  friends  in  England, a 
and  engaged  with  Christopher  Taylor  as  afliftant 
in  his  fchool,  for  which  flation  he  was  well 
qualified,  not  only  as  a  man  of  literature,  but 
in  the  more  valuable  qualification  of  the  truly 
religious  and  faithful  man.  The  conjoined  la- 
bours of  thefe  worthy  men  had  a  remarkable 
effect  on  the  minds  and  manners  of  the  children 
under  their  tuition,  of  which  they  publifhed  an 
account  this  year,  under  the  title  of  A  Testimony 
to  the  Lord's  Power  and  hleffed  Appearance  in 
and  amongft  the  Children.  John  Matern  did  not 
long  continue,  but  finifhed  his  courfe  in  this  life 
at  Edmonton  the  iff.  of  the  7  ra0,  1680,  under 
the  confolation  of  a  good  confeience,  and  a 
well-grounded  hope  of  entering  into  eternal 
reft.  His  concern  for  the  lading  good  of  the 
children  under  his  care  only  left  him  with  his 
parting  breath  ;  for  about  four  hours  before  his 
departure  he  defired  them  to  be  called  up  into 
his  bed-chamber,  and  there  he  prayed  for  them, 
and  gave  them  his  final  exhortation,  to  be  faith- 
ful to  the  little' they  knew  of  the  fear  and  will  of 
their  maker,  and  that  greater  degrees  would  be 
added.  After  his  death  Chriftopher  Taylor  con- 
tinued his  fchool  at  Edmonton  between  two  and 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  wrote  a  cau- 
tionary epiftle  to  friends  in  relation  to  William 
Rogers's  writings,  and  an  anfvver  to  two  of 
his  libels.     About  the  year   1682,  refigning  his 

fchool 
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chap,  fchool  to   George  Keith,  he  removed  with  his 

v»      wife  to  Penfylvania,  where  fhe  died  in  the  year 

v— *>r"— '  1685,  and  himfelf  the  next  year.     And  although 

1686.  tne  refidence  of  this  valuable  man  was  of  no 
long  duration  in  this  colony,  he  lived  long 
enough  to  imprefs  his  friends  there  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  his  worth,  and  of  their  lofs  in  his  fo 
fpeedy  removal,  as  appears  by  their  teftimony, 
that  he  was  a  diligent  and  faithful  minifter 
among  them  ;  in  the  exercife  of  his  gift,  perti- 
nent, clear  and  affecting  ;  in  prayer,  folemn, 
reverent  and  weighty  ;  in  his  general  deport- 
ment, circumfpect,  meek  and  humble.  He 
was  alfo,  in  a  civil  capacity,  a  very  refpectable 
and  ferviceable  member  of  the  colony  of  Pen- 
fylvania, and  for  his  fervices  the  few  years  he 
lived  there,  feems  to  have  been  regarded  by 
them  as  one  of  the  belt  men  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived. 

1689.  William  Perm,  at  different  times  in  the  year 
1689,  lent  the  following  letters  to  his  friends  in 
Penfylvania : 

w  Perm's  "  My  dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

letters  to 

Penfyiva-  "  If  it  be  with   you,  as  I   can  fay  it  is  with 

"  me  in  the  prefence  of  God,  then  are  we  one 

"  in  him  ;  for  neither   length  of -days,  nor  dil- 

"  tance  of  place,  nor  all  the  many   waters    be- 

"  tween   us,  can  feparate  my  heart  and    affec- 

"  tions  from  you  ;  but   my  love,  yea  the  love 

"  of  God  my  father,  and  your  father,  abounds 

"  towards  you,  with  endeared  falutations  to  you 

"  all  ;    and    for   you,  and    the  blelling  of   you 

"  and  yours,  with  grace,  peace  and  profperity, 

"  are  my  knees  bowed  to  the  God  of  all  our  mcr- 

"  cies 


r.ia 
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cies  and  prefervations  ;  that  a  holy,  blamelefs  chap. 
people,  without  guile  and  wrath,  brawling  v. 
and  felfifhnefs,  you  may  be  made  and  kept  in  ' — ./-*-/ 
all  things.  That  God  may  fpread  his  great  1689. 
name  over  you,  and  make  a  v.  all  of  defence 
about  you,  and  create  a  glory  upon  the  fame, 
to  your  unfpeakable  joy,  and  the  renown  of 
his  own  great  power  ;  for  this  mine  eyes  have 
beheld  under  the  fun,  that  all  is  vanity  in 
comparifon  of  him,  and  that  happy  and 
blefTed  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  the  Lord. 
For  the  nation  or  province  upon  the  earth 
that  will  not  reverence  him,  and  call  in  righ- 
teoufnefs  upon  him,  and  in  all  their  under- 
takings have  his  glory  firit  in  their  eyes,  mail 
be  cut  oft.  He  will  vex,  vifit  and  trouble 
that  people,  that  they  may  know  that  he 
ruleth  in  the  kingdoms  of  men.  Therefore 
the  Lord  guide  you  by  his  own  fpirit,  and 
preferve  you  a  lively,  green  and  favoury  peo- 
ple to  his  praife.  Amen. 
"  Great  revolutions  have  been  of  late  in  this 
land  of  your  nativity,  and  where  they  mav 
period  the  Lord  knows  ;  it  can  be  no  new 
thing  for  us  to  meet  with  exercifes.  Europe 
looks  like  a  fea  of  trouble  ;  wars  all  over  it, 
like  to  be  this  fummer  ;  I  flrongly  defire  to 
fee  you  before  it  be  fpent,  if  the  Lord  will  ; 
and  I  can  fay  in  his  fight,  that  to  improve  my 
intereft  with  King  James  for  tender  con- 
fciences,  and  that  a  chrifhian  liberty  might  be 
legally  fettled,  though  againft  my  own  inte- 
reft, was  that  which  has  feparated  me  from 
you  chiefly. 

"  I  defire  your  remembrance  before  the  Lord, 
as  you  are  not  and  cannot  be  forgotten  in  my 

"  addrelfes 
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chap."  addrefles  and   approaches  to   him,    who    reft 
v.       "  in   his  unchangeable  love,    Dear  friends  and 
* — * — '  M  brethren,  your's  unalterably  in  the   commu- 
16S9.    a  n[on  0f  tne  precious  truth, 

"  id  1™,  16S9.  WM.  PENN." 

"  My  love  to  friends  in  Jerfey,  &c.     Let  this 
"  be  read  among  friends/' 


"  Hammerfmith,  30th  ic"'°}   1689. 

"  Dear  Friends, 

"  I  cannot  flip  this  opportunity,  but  fend  you 
<c  the  endeared  faiutations  of  my  love,  that  in 
"  the  truth  gives  me  frequent  occafions  to  re- 
"  member  you,  and  earnestly  defire  your  pre- 
"  fervation  to  God,  as  well  as  your  comfort 
"  and  profperfty  about  outward  things,  about 
"  which  have  a  care  that  they  grow  not  too 
"  fad  upon  you,  nor  too  many  for  you,  I  mean 
"  as  to  the  cares  and  concerns  that  attend  them 
"  in  the  exefcife  of  your  fpirits  5  for  it  is  a 
"  blefled  ftatc  to  enjoy  and  ufe  the  world  in 
w  the  dominion  of  his  life  and  power,  that  has 
"  quickened  by  his  light  and  fpirit.a  people  to 
"  hirnfelf;  for  in  this  (lands  all  our  peace  and 
"  bleflednefs,  that  God  be  eyed  in  the  fir  ft 
"  place,  that  we  fet  him  on  our  right  hand, 
"  that  we  fet  him  continually  before  our  eyes, 
"  and  that  our  eye  be  directed  towards  him  in 
"  all  tilings,  as  the  eye  of  the  handmaid  to  her 
"  miftreis,  that  we  may  be  able  to  fay  in  truth 
"  and  riglitcoufnefs,  We  have  rtont  in  Heaven  but 
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5C  him,  nor  any  on  earth  befidcs  him.     This   it  is  c  h  a  i\ 

"  that  keeps    God's   people   every    where,    for       v. 

"  hereby  they  put  on   Chrift  in  all  his  blened  ' — * — t> 

44  teachings  and    leadings,  and   make  no  provi-     1 689- 

"  fion  for  the   flefh,  to  fulfil   the   lulls   thereof. 

"  Friends,    they   are    deep   words,  and    deeper 

"  things  ;  I   know  you   underftand  me,  and  I 

"  hope  you  feel  me,  who  have  your  eyes  to  the 

"  mark,  and  look  to  the  joy  before  ycu,  that  is 

"  above  all  joys    in   this    momentary,   trouble- 

"  fome,    bufy    world.      And    now,    friends,    I 

"  have  a  word   more   to  you,  and  that  is  this, 

"  that   faith,    hope    and   charity    are   the   great 

"  helps  and  marks  of  true  christians,  but  above 

"  all,    charity   is   the    love   of  God,    or   divine 

"  love.     Bleffed  are  they   that   come  to  it,  and 

"  hold  the  truth  in  it,  and  work   and  acl:  in  it, 

"  for    they   are  poor    indeed    in   fpirit  of  their 

"  own,  but  rich  in  God's ;  they  are  meek,  they 

"  inherit ;     all    other    flates    are    a   brangle    in 

"  comparifon,    but   this    enjoys,    this    poffeues, 

"  this   reigns.      O    come  into   this  love,  more 

"  and  more,  for  to  this  mail  all  gifts  and  oper- 

"  ations    give    place,    and    they    do    fo   in    the 

"  hearts  of  thofe  that  are  come  to  know  charity 

"  greatefr.   in   them.     It   will   preferve  peace  in 

"  the  church,  peace  in  the  (late,  peace  in  fami- 

"  lies,    aye   and   peace    in    particular   bofoms, 

"  God  Almighty  draw,  I  befeech  him,  all  your 

"  hearts  into  this  heavenly  love  more  and  more, 

"  that  the  work  of  it  may   mine  out  to    God's 

11  glory  and  your  comfort. 

"  For  matters  here,  as  to  myfelf,  I  am  well 
"  and  free,  and  for  the  church  of  God,  liberty 
"  continues  ;  but  in  the  nations  of  Europe, 
"  great   wars,    and  rumours    of  wars,  fuch   as 

"  have 
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1  have  not  been  almoft  from  the  beginning ; 
'  funs  are  turned  into  darkii^fs,  .and  moons 
c  into  blood,  for  the  notable  day  Is  at  the  door. 
'  It  could  not  be  borne  from  fome  of  you, 
c  when  you  went  for  America,  that  fuch  a  day 
6  would  come,  but  come  and  coming  it  is,  for 
'  almoft  every  eye  fees  it,  and  tongue  fays  it, 
6  and  fome  thousands,  alas !  have  already  felt 
'  it.  Sanctify,  therefore,  the  Lord  in  your 
'  hearts  ;  be  fatisfied  in  him  and  in  your  lot, 
c  and  walk  worthily  of  his  daily  mercy,  and 
c  attendance  upon  you,  and  care  over  you ; 
'  and  the  Lord  keep  you  to  the  end.  I  am,  in 
'  the  truth  that  makes  us  near  to  God,  and  one 
c  to  another, 


"  Your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

"  W.    PEN  N." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


George  Keith  removes  to  Penfylvania. — Is  ap- 
pointed Majier  of  a  free  School  efiabl'fhed  there, 
which  he  foon  quits. — Account  of  George  Keith 
before  his  Removal  to  America. — Further  Re- 
marks concerning  him. — He  lets  in  an  afpiring 
Mind. — Friends  concerned  to  cautmi  him. — He 
dif covers  an  open  Dijfent. — Begins  to  quarrel, 
firjl  with  Thomas  Fitzzaalter  and  William  Stock- 
dale. — Complains  againjl  them  to  the  Monthly 
Meeting. — Friends  in  England,  hearing  of  the 
Difference,  write  a  Fetter  of  Advice. — Their 
Counfel  flighted  by  George  Keith. — He  treats 
Thomas  Lloyd  and  other  Magiflrates  with  illi- 
beral Language. — He  refecls  upon  the  Meeting 
of  Miniflers. — Teflimony  of  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ing againfl  him. — Prefented  by  the  Grand  fury 
and  fined. — Magiflrates'  Vindication. — Thomas 
Wilfon  and  fames  Dickenfon  arrive  in  Pcnfyl- 
vania. — Extract 'from  Thomas  Wilfon' 's  Journal. 
— George  Keith's  Departure  for  England. 

GEORGE    KEITH,    to    whom    Chriftopher  c  H  A  p 
Taylor  aforefaid  had  refigned  his   fchool  at  Ed-       Vi. 
monton,  did  not  keep  it  up  long,  but  had  alfo  in  v^^-^ 
the  intermediate  time  removed  to  Penfylvania  a.     1689. 
And   about    this   time    friends  of   Philadelphia,  G-Keith 

r  ,       .  ,  ,  r  ii»  removes  to 

coniidering  the  advantages  or  a  good  education,  Penfyiva- 

had  ,ua> 
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had  it  in  contemplation  to  eftablifh  a  free-fchoof 
in    Philadelphia ;    and    looking    upon    George 
Keith,  now   a  relident   there,  as   a   perfon  well 
1689.    qUalifie(j   t0  conduct  fuch  an  undertaking,  they 
pointed      pitched  upon  him  for  matter  of  this  fchool,  and 
fte^fch^  f  engageci  mm  on  the  following  terms  :   That  he 
cftabiifhed   mould  have  a  falary  of  50I.  for  the  firft   year,  a 
there,        houfe  for  himfelf  and  family,  and  a  fchool-houfe 
provided,  and  the  profits   of  the  fchool  befide  ; 
for  two  years  more  his  fchool  was  to  be   made 
worth  120I.  per  annum,  if  he  mould  chufe  to  flay 
fo  long ;  in  confideration  of  which  advantages  he 
which  he    was  to  teach  the  poor  children  gratis.     He  con- 
quits,         tinued  in    this  ftation  only   about   a  year,    and 
was  fucceeded  by    his  ulher,  whofe  name    was 
Thomas  Makin. 

George  Keith's  conduct  feems,  at  this  time, 
to  betray  fymptoms  of  a  very  unliable  and  wa- 
vering temper  of  mind  ;  he  foon  grew  weary 
of  every  circumftance  of  lite,  especially  fuch  as 
was  attended  with  labour  and  confinement. 
Chriftopher  Taylor,  we  fee,  refigned  into  his 
hands  a  well-eftabliihed  and  profitable  fchool, 
which  after  no  long  time  he  quitted  ;  removed 
firft  to  London,  and  foon  after  to  America. 
Here  the  lhenuous  exertions  of  his  friends  to 
make  fo  handfome  a  provifion  for  him  as  their 
fchool-mafter  in  the  infant  ft  ate  of  their  colony, 
evince  the  cordiality  of  their  regard,  and  gene- 
rofity  of  their  difpofitiou  toward  him,  and  that 
they  were  defirous  to  make  his  refidence  amongft 
them  eafy  and  comfortable  to  the  utmofl  of 
their  power.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  one 
might  imagine,  he  might  have  enjoyed  eafe  and 
Satisfaction  to  his  full  content,  if  free  from  unea- 
fmefs  in  his  own  mind  ;  but  he  who  carries   the 

fource 
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fource  of  unhappinefs  within  himfelf,  is  not  like  chap. 
to    find   happinefs   in  any   circumilance  of  life.      vi. 
He  feems  to  have  given  a  loofe  rein  to  an  unfet-  ^-^v-o^ 
tied    and   diffatisfied   temper,    which    occalioned     l689- 
himfelf  much  hurt   and  friends    much  trouble, 
firft    in  America,    and   afterwards   in   England. 
In  order  to  convey   a  more  Satisfactory    intelli- 
gence of  the  mifunderftandings   and  feparation 
which  foon  broke  out  between  him  and  friends 
in  America,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  reca- 
pitulate   the  fucceffive  paflages  of   his  life  pre- 
vious   thereto,    as    far    as    my   materials  enable 
me. 

George  Keith  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  where  G-  Keith'* 
he  received  a  liberal  education  in   the  national 
profeffion    or    kirk  of    Scotland,    not    only    at 
fchool,    but    alio    at   the     univerfity   of    Aber- 
deen.     By    whom    he    was   convinced,    or   by 
what  means  he  joined  in  fociety  with  the   peo- 
ple  called  Quakers,    I  am  not  informed,  but    I 
find  that  in  the  year  1664,  he  came  as  a  miniifer     1664. 
from  the  fouth  of   Scotland  on   a  religious  vifit  Travels  in 
to   his  friends  at  Aberdeen,  and  was  detained  in  *'™^' 
prifon  there  ten  months,  and  Patrick  Livingflone  try. 
with  him  feven  months,    where    they  were    vio- 
lently beaten  and  abufed  by  one  Peter  Strachan, 
fon  to  Andrew  Strachan,  pried  in  Kintore,  who 
was  confined  in  the  fame  prifon  ;  for  which   he 
fell  under  great  trouble  of  mind,  under  the  fenfe 
of  his  wicked  and   abufive   behaviour    to   them, 
fearfully  crying  out  that  the  judgments   of  God 
were  upon   him,  and   repeatedly    begging    their 
forgivenefs  before  many  witnefksa. 


In 

EefTe. 


32o  HISTORY     of     the 

In  the  next  year,  being  under  a  religious  con- 
cern to  bear   his   teftimony  to   the  truth   in  the 
great  fteeple-houfe   at   Aberdeen,    in  attempting 
Hisf^'    t^lat  fervicene  was  violently  aifaulted,  and  knock- 
ings.  '       ed  down   to   the   ground  by   James   Home,  rhe 
bell-ringer.     Shortly  after  which  it  was  remark- 
ed that  the  faid  HoVne   going  up   the  fteeple   to 
ring  the  bell,  fuddenly  fell  through  a  hole  above 
four  (lories  high,  and  was  inftantly  killed  by  the 
fall,  upon  the  fame  fpot  of  the  pavement   where 
he  had  beaten  George  Keith.     We   find   him  af- 
terwards amongfh  the  number  of  this  perfecuted 
people  at  Aberdeen,  involved  in  confirmations  and 
long  imprifonment. 
lie  vimtf-        He  was  not  only  a  fufferer    in   common   with 
dodrme  of  ms  brethren  in  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  his  pro- 
the  Qua-     fefhon  ;  but  exerted  his  talents  in  defence  there- 
TCtd°occa-  °f  both  in  verbal  difputatioiis,  and  in    print  on 
lions.         many  occafions.     He  firft  joined  Alexander  Jaf- 
fray  in  confuting  a  virulent  invective  of  George 
Meldrum  in  his  lermon  againft   the  Quakers  in 
1666.     He  was  coadjutor  to  Robert  Barclay  in 
the  difpute  he   had   with    the  Undents  of  Aber- 
deen in  defence  of  his  Thefes  in  1675.     He  was 
likewife  engaged,    together  with  Stephen  Crifp, 
Georcre  Whitehead  and  William  Penn,   in  a  dif- 
pute  with  the  baptifts  in  London  the  preceding- 
year.     He  alfo  wrote  and  publifhcd  feveral  trea- 
tifes  in  vindication  and  explanation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of   the  people  called    Quakers,  viz.   One 
upon    immediate  revelation  ;    another   under    the 
title  of  the  univerfal  free  grace  of  the  go/pel  af> 
flrted.    The  way  to  the  city  of  God.     The  benefit, 
glory  and  advantage  of  filent  meetings,  £cc. 
imprifrned       In  16S2  he  was  informed  againft  for  preaching, 
hin&and  teaching  fchool  at  Edmonton  without  licenfe, 

at 
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the  quarter  feflions  for  Herlfordfhire,  upon  which  c  H  a  p- 
the  juftices  tendered  him  the  oath,  and  upon  his      vi, 
tefufal  to  take  it  committed  him  to  jail.     In  the  v — v — ' 
year  1684  he  was  again  imprifoned  in  newgate,     l689- 
London,  for  refufing  to  fvvear,  and  continued  a 
prifoner  above  five  months. 

Thus  for  the  greatest  part  of  thirty  years  had 
he  retained  full  unity  with  the  fociety,  and  not 
the  lowed  degree  of  eftimation  for  his  fervice  a- 
mongft  them,  during  which  time  he  never  pre- 
tended to  dncovcr  any  errors  or  falfe  doctrines 
maintained  by  them,  though  he  had  the  fulleft 
opportunitv  •,  but  on  the  contrary  publicly  vindi- 
cated them.  Yet  not  duly  attending  to  the 
apoflle's  caution  to  the  Coloflians,  beware  left  any 
??;an  fpoil  you  through  philofophy  and  <vain  deceit, 
after  tlie  traditions  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the 
ivorld,  and  not  after  Chri/i,  affecting  to  be  wife 
beyond  what  is  written  or  revealed,  he  became 
wavering  in  mind,  and  was  fhaken  from  his 
fteadfaftnefs  in  the  faith.  Having  indulged  him- 
felf  too  much  in  curious,  uncertain  and  unpro- 
fitable (peculation,  that  inward  watchfulnefs  which 
is  necefiary  to  keep  the  heart  clean  and  pure, 
the  pafiions  in  fubje&ion,  and  the  life  and  man- 
ners upright  and  pacific,  was  fufpended.  He  is 
faid  to  have  imbibed  fome  fanciful  notions  of 
Van  Helmont  about  the  year  1682,  concerning 
the  tranfmigralion  offculs,  the  refurredion,  &c. 
which  the  people  called  Quakers  have  never 
though  it  neceiTary  to  be  curioufly  inquifitive 
about,  as  not  believing  fubje&s,  above  the  invef- 
tigation  of  human  reafon  and  knowledge,  to  be 
necefiary  to  falvation,  further  than  they  are 
clearly  revealed  in  the  fcripture  :  And  looking 
upon  the  things  which  are  clearlv  revealed,  to  be- 
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long  to  us,  and  to  be  fufficient  for  falvation, 
have  avoided  to  pry  into  the  fecret  things  which 
belong  to  divine  omnifcience.  3  Finding  no 
1689.  room  for  the  propagation  of  fuch  notions  amongft 
them,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  let  in  fome  fecret 
jealoufy  and  contempt,  which  afterwards  broke 
out  in  open  oppofition  and  contention  ;  firfh  with 
individuals,  and  afterwards  with  the  body  at 
la: 

The;  firft  fymptom  of  lofs  of  fpiritual  ftrength 
was  uncovered  in  his  impatience  under  fuifer- 
in-T. 

b  After  he  had  taken  up  Chriftopher  Taylor's 
fchool  at  Kdmonton,  and  was  imprifoned  at 
Hertford,  he  removed  to  London,  and  fought  a 
privileged  place  to  refide  in  :  but  finding  this 
not  fufficient  to  protect  him,  being  taken  and 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  as  above,  feeing  himfelf 
fo  clofely  purfued  and  molefted  in  his  lawful  oc- 
cupation by  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  as  yet  re- 
taining power  to  be  vexatious  to  the  non-con- 
forming fubjects  ;  and  his  fteadfaftnefs  of  faith 
in  divine  protection  being  weakened  by  airy  fpe- 
culation,  and  reafoning  with  ilelh  and  blood,  he 
complained  now,  that  as  nothing  but  perfecution 
was  to  be  met  with  here,  he  would  feek  an  afy- 
lum  in  a  land  of  liberty;  under  which  difpofition 
he  removed  to  America. 

The  apoftle  hath  left  this  cautionary  reflection 
on  record  as  a  warning  to  chrhtians  of  all  deno- 
minations and  generations,  "  Knowledge  pujfeth 
"  up  ;  but  charity  edifieth"  And  in  this  man 
we  have  an  inflance,  that  as  we  fuffer  ourfelves 

to 
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to  be  puffed  up  with  our  knowledge,  we  are  in  c  h  a  p. 
danger  of  lcfing  that  charicy,  which  excelleth  all      vi. 
gifts  and  attainments.     George  Keith  was  a  man  v — v — I 
of  good  natural  abilities,  improved  by  a  liberal     l689- 
education,  clear  in  comprehension  and  fluent  in 
Bxpreffion,  which  gave  him  in   thefe   refpect.s   a 
fuperiority  over  many,  or  the  greater  part  of  his 
brethren,    and  would   have    been  the  means   of 
continuing  his  eftimation  as  an  ufeful  member,  if 
he  had  not  been  himfelf  too  confcious  of  this  fu- 
periority, and  thereby  let  in   ah  afpiring    mind,  tic  lets  in 
aiming  at   pre-eminence    amon^i!    them,   which  m.  d^innz 

o  *  o  '  irtind. 

when  he  could  not  attain,  he  tranfgrefled 
the  bounds  not  only  of  ehrifiian  charity,  but  of 
common  decency. 

It  is  remarkable  that  it  was  foon  after  the  re-  1691', 
moval  of  George  Fox,  that  fymptoms  of  felf- 
importance  began  to  difcover  themfelves  in 
George  Keith's  conduct,  which  fuggefts  a  con- 
jecture, that  he  might  not  be  without  a  fecret 
apprehenfion  of  his  own  fitneis  to  fucceed  to  that 
efleem  and  influence  in  the  fociety,  at  lead  in 
•America,  which  George  Fox  had  held,  not  of 
his  own  feeking,  nor  for  himfelf,  but  from  the 
convidion  of  his  friends,  of  the  many  excellent 
virtues  he  was  endowed  with,  and  the  Spiritual 
advantages  they  had  received  from  his  faithful  ex- 
ample and  pa(toral  care,  they  regarded  him  as 
the  principal  of  their  elder  brethren,  worthy  of 
double  honour  ;  and  the  influence  he  thereby  ac- 
quired, he  iteadily  directed  to  the  honour  of 
God,  and  their  edification  and  eflabliihment  in 
pure  religion  to  the  laft. 

Several  friends  had  been  concerned  to  caution  several 
George  Keith  in  great  chriftian  tendernefs,  0f  the frieIuJsC011" 
dangerous    confequences  of  bufving   himfelf 'in  caution 
X  2  ufelefs  him* 
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chap,  ufuefs  (peculations,  and  queftions  of  words  which 

VI*      gender  to  Jl  rife,  previous  to  his  removal  to  Ame- 
' — *v — ->  rica,  as  I  apprehend  ;  where,  when  he   arrived, 
1691.    keeping  his  latent  notions  to  himfelf,  or   partly 
difcloiing  them  only  to  fuch  as  he  could   venture 
to   entruft  therewith  as  a  fecret,  he   continued 
openly  to  profefs  and  vindicate   the  doctrines   of 
the    people    called    Quakers  in  funJry    notable 
Hecont'-    trails,  as,  the  prefbyterian  and  independent  vi/ible 
diratetiif1'  churches  in  New  England  and  elfewhere  brought  to 
doAtaics  o£ the  te/i  and  examined ;  a  refutation  of  three  op- 
raHedQusi-  pofers  of  truth  ;   the  pretended  antidote  proved  poi- 
kcrs-         fon,  or  the  true  principles  of  the  chriftian  and  pro- 
.  tejiant    religion    defended   again]}   Cotton    Mather 

and  others ',  and  a  ferious  appeal  to  all  the  more 
foler,  impartial  and  judicious  people  in  New  Eng- 
Yetimhc  land,  in  vindication  of  friends.  Yet  in  the  Tame 
JJJJJ,,  year  that  he  publiltied  this  lad  treatife,  his  fe- 
open  dif-  crtt  difguft  at  his  friends  broke  out  into  open 
diiTent  and  contention,  chiefly,  as  appears,  be- 
caufe  lie  could  not  obtain  that  pre-eminence  he 
afpired  after,  nor  carry  things  in  all  cafes  ac- 
cording to  his  own  prefcriptions  or  dictates  :  for 
inftead  thereof,  fevcral  of  his  friends,  lefs  verfed 
in  fpcculative  points,  but  better  eftablifhed  in 
practical  religion,  fearing  his  falling  into  danger 
and  error  through  unwatchfulnefs,  were  not 
wanting  in  brotherly  affection  gently  to  commu- 
nicate their  apprehenhons  ;  but  he,  who,  in  the 
prefent  exaltednefs  of  his  mind,  looked  upon 
himfelf  as  their  fuperior  in  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge, and  now  began  to  regard  his  friends  with 
an  eye  of  contempt,  feeds  to  have  thought  it 
beneath  him  to  regard  the  advice  of  thofe,  whom 
he  imagined  himfelf  better  qualified  to  inftrud  ; 

aryi 
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and  to  have  formed  a  defign  to  govern,  or  to  c  H  a  p. 
divide.  vi. 

He   began  with  objecting    to  the  manner    in  ^-^w* 
which  the  discipline  of  the  fociety  was   conduct-*  92' 

.    .    .    r  J  He  ob  efts 

ea,  complaining  there  was  too  great  a  itackirels  aga'mft their 
in  the  application  thereof,  and  propofed  new™^"^ 
regulations  for  the  amendment  of  the  dcficien-  difcipiine. 
cies,  which  having  drawn  up  in  writing,  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  meeting  of  miniflers  at  the  yearly 
meeting ;  but  as  they  did  not  fully  approve 
thereof,  they  propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Lon- 
don, which  he  declined,  fignifying,  he  would 
rather  let  it  drop.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  con- 
ceived aggravated  difguft  at  the  disappointment 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  from  this  time  the  fecret 
envy  and  diflike,  which  had  been  rankling  in  his 
bread,  began  to  break  out  in  captious  remarks, 
and  bitter  farcafms  upon  the  general  conduct  of 
friends,  their  manner  of  preaching,  and  fuch 
like  matters ;  not  that  they  were  more  liable  to 
objection  at  that  time,  nor  in  that  place,  than, 
I  imagine,  thev  had  been  all  along  from  the  time 
of  his  fir  ft  entering  into  their  community  ;  for  I 
cannot  difcover,  that  any  remarkable  change  ap- 
peared in  the  body  of  friends,  either  in  Europe 
or  America,  in  their  principles,  their  manners,  or 
their  manner  of  preaching,  which  were  much  the 
fame  as  at  their  firft  rife,  and  as  they  were  all 
the  time  while  George  Keith  continued  in  clofe 
fellowfhip  with  them  ;  but  it  appears  too  evident 
that  he  was  now  become  a  man  given  to  change 
in  all  thefe  refpects. 

Pafhon  and  prejudice  corrupt   the  heart,  and  Begins  to 
give  it  a  perverfe  bias.     George  Keith,  now  in^^"r^rft 
vidioufly  watching  for  occafion  againft  friends,  mas  Fitz- 

took  wa,terand 
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1692. 


Complains 
of 'I  nomas 
to  the 
monthly 

meeting. 


He  next 
complain* 
againll  W 
Stockdale. 


took  exceptions  at  feme  words  uttered  by  Thomas 
Fitzw  alter  and  William  Stockdale  in  their  public 
tefli  monies,  firfr.  began  to  quarrel  with  them, 
and  charged  them  with  preaching  falfe  doctrine, 
in  fetting  forth  the  light  of  Chrijt   to  be  fufficient 

for  falvation,  and  declared  to  Thomas  Fitzwalter, 
that  he  himfelf  did  not  believe,  the  light  was  fuf- 

fcient  without  fomething  elfe.  Which  exprcitmn 
Thomas  reported  to  fome  other  perfon,  for  which 
George  brought  a  complaint  againft  him  to 
the  monthly  meeting.  This  appears  to  me  a 
very  frivolous  caufe  of  complaint  to  bring  be- 
fore any  body  of  men  in  a  judicial  capacity,  and 
carries  the  appearance  of  a  fpirit  hifting  to  con- 
tention, and  a  mean  duplicity  in  George  Keith  ; 
for  that  he  fo  expreifed  himfelf  was  proved  by 
the  evidence  of  feveral  witneifes,  who  were  pre- 
fent,  and  yet  he  denied  it  to  the  meeting.  The 
meeting  entering  into  the  examination  of  his 
complaint,  in  order  to  take  away  all  occasion  of 
cavilling  from  him,  who  was  now  ltudioufiy 
feeking  it,  as  Thomas  had  reported  nothing  but 
matter  of  fact,  and  had  the  evidence  of  many 
witneffeSj  they  law  no  caufe  to  charge  him 
with  aflerting  an  untruth  ;  but  his  manner 
of  procedure  in  George  Keith's  abfence,  and 
without  hrfl  endeavouring  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween themfelves,  they  judged  a  wrong  proceed- 
ing, as  being  a  breach  of  gofpel  order.  1  nomas 
very  readily  acknowledged,  that  though  the 
charge  itfelr  was  true,  the  mentioning  it,  in  the 
manner  he  had  done,  was  wrong. 

He  next  complained  to  the  meeting;  of  minifters 
againft  William  Stockdale,  for  having  faid,  that 
his  preaching  Chrifi  without  and  Chr'tft  within 
was  preaching  two   Chrijh.     William    Stockdale 

denied 
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denied  his  uttering  the  expreflions   in  the  terms  chap. 
complained  of;  and  on  the  other   hand  alledged      vi. 
againft  Keith,  that  he  had  treated  him  in   a  very  ^>'V">-/ 
contemptuous  and  abufive  manner,  calling   him    l692« 
an  ignorant   heathen,    and   feveral    other  oppro- 
brious appellations.    The  meeting  delivered  their 
opinion,   that  Stockdale  was    culpable,  and    de- 
fending reproof,  for  uttering  the  words   he  did, 
they  being  an  offence  to  iundry  found  and  well, 
minded    friends,    and  that   he    mould  condemn 
the  fame.     And  as  to  George  Keith's  manner  of 
proceeding  agaiml  him,  they  could  not  admit  it 
to  be  agreeable  to  gofpel   order,  he   not  having 
dealt  with  him  alone  in  a  private   manner,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  further  in  his  complaint ;  nei- 
ther could  they  hold  him  excufable  for   his    in- 
decent expreilions  to  William  Stockdale,  he  be- 
ing older  in  experience  and  in  years. 

By  this  time   friends    in  England    crot  intelli-  *™e?ds  Jn 

r     1      r       i'  t  1  -England 

gence  of  thefe  differences,  whereupon  feveral  of  hearing  of 
them  in  London  wrote  an  epiftle  to    their   bre- J^ee  sd^je ' 
thren  in  Penfylvania,  earneflly  prefiing  them   to  their  advice 
keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace, l  creui1011- 
and  guard  againft  difputations  upon  fubjedts  not 
tending  to  edification,  whereby  that  charity  and 
brotherly  kindnefs,  which  had  hitherto  connected 
them  in  gofpel-fellowfhip,  might  be  in  danger  of 
being  weakened  or  diflblved.     That  obedience  to 
the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  was  a  better  proof  of 
our  honouring  Chrift,  as   a  teacher    come  from 
God,    than    airy   fpeculations   and   controversies 
leading  to  contention  about  his  glorified  body  in 
heaven  ;  wiihing  them   rather,  after  the   cuftom 
of  friends  from  the  beginning,  to  be  emulous  in 
the  practice  of   all    chriftian    virtues,  and  fhew 
forth  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit  out  of  a  good   con- 

verfation, 
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c  H  a  p.  verfation,  than  to  be  over  curious  in  queflions  of 
VI-      -words,  miniftring  to  flrife   and  contention  ;  re- 
v^orv^  minding  them  of  the  ancient  and   conftant  prin- 
l692-     ciple  and  experience  of  friends,   that  the  diipen- 
fation  of  the  goi'pel  "  committed   to  them,  was 
a  fpiritual  difpenfation  ;  in  nowife   to  oppofe, 
reject    or    invalidate    Jefus    Chrift's    outward 
coming,  fuffering,  death,  refurre&icn,  afcen- 
fion  and  glorified  eftate  in   the   heavens ;  but 
to    bring    men   to    partake    of  the    remiffion 
of   fins,    reconciliation    and    eternal  redemp- 
tion, which  he  hath  obtained  for   us,  and  for 
all  men,  for  whom  he  died,  and  gave  himfelf 
a  ranfom,  both  for  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Indians, 
Turks  and  Pagans,  without  refpect  of  perfons. 
or  people.    And  Chrift  is  fully  to  be  preached 
unto  them,  according  to  the  holy   fcriptures, 
by  them  whom   he  may  fend  unto   them  for 
"  that  end  ;    that   as  the    benefit    of   his    fuf- 
"  ferings  extends  to  all,  even  to  them  that  have 
"  not  the  fcriptures,  or  outward  hiftorv  thereof, 
"  they  may  be  told,  who  was  and  is  their  chief 
"  friend,  that  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  them, 
"  and  hath  enlightened  them  \  yet  not  excluded 
"  thofe  from  God's  mercv  or  falvation  bv  Chtift, 
"  who  never  had  nor  may  have  the  outward  know- 
"  ledge  orhiltory  of  him,  if  they  fincerely  obey, 
*'  and  live  up  to  his  light ;  for  his  light  and  fal- 
*'  vation  reach  to  the  ends  of  the  eanh  ;  yet  (till 
"  we  that  have  the  holy   fcriptures,  and  thofe 
"  plain  outward  confirmed  teflimonies  concern- 
*'  ing  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift., 
"  both  as  to  his  coming  in  the  flefh  and  in  the 
<c  fpirit,  have  caufe  to  be   thankful   to  God  fof 
"  the  peculiar  favour,  and  that  thefe  fcriptures 
t*  are  fo  well  preferve^d  to  pofterity  y  and  we  be- 

"  feech 
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feech  you,  let  us  keep  to  the  plainnefs  and  fun-  chap. 

plicity    of  fcripture  language    in    all   difcourfcs      VI. 

about  matters    of  faith ,  divinity  and  dottrinc  ;  v-^v-^>-; 
"  and   fincerely   believe,  own    and   confefs    our     l$9x' 
"  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son 
"  of  the  living  God,  in  all  his  comings,  appear - 
"  ances,  properties,  offices  and  works,  both  for 
"  us  and  in  us." 

This  epiflle,  which  is  very  long,  concludes 
with  the  excellent  counfel  of  the  apoftle,  "  If 
"  there  be  therefore  any  confolation  in  Chrift ; 
"  if  any  comfort  of  love ;  if  any  fellowfhip  of 
"  the  fpirit ;  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil 
"  ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  like-minded,  having 
"  the  fame  love,  being  of  one  accord  and  one 
"  mind  ;  let  nothing  be  done  through  flrife  or 
"  vain  glory,  but  in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  let 
"  every  man  efteem  others  better  than  him- 
"  felf." 

"  Signed  by 

"  George  "Whitehead,  "  Samuel  Waldenfield, 

"  John  Field,  "  Benjamin  Antrobus, 

"  William  Bingley,  "  John  Vaughton, 

"  Alexander  Seaton,  "  Daniel  Monro, 

"  Patrick  Livingfton." 

The  brotherly  counfel  and  concern  of  friends  Their  emm- 
in  England,   although  marked   throughout   with^S^ 
clear  reafoning,  and  chriftian  tendernefs  and  mo-  K-dth. 
deration,  and  earned  zeal  to  heal  the   breach   or 
prevent  the  widening  thereof,  had   no  better   ef- 
fect than   the   honed   endeavours    of  friends    in 
America  had  before.     Ambition   and  bitternefs 
of  fpirit  had     fo    thoroughly    pofTbfied  George 
Keith,  that  their  fuggeflions  had  greater  power 

over 
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chap,  over  him  than  the  beft  admonitions.    Being  bafF- 

vi.      led  in   his  principal  aim,  that  of  taking  the  lead 

v — v — '  in  the  fociety,  he  fet  no  bounds  to  his  malicious 

1692.    invectives,  fullering  his  pailion   to  hurry  him  on 

to  vent  his  refentment  in  illiberal  reproaches,   in 

violation  of  decency  and  common  fenfe. 

At  another  meeting  with  him  he  openly  avow- 
ed the  doctrines,  which  before  he  had  endeavoured 
to  conceal,  by  denying  his  having  faid  what  was 
proved  he  did  fay,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
1  itzwalter,  and  roundly  charged  feveral  friends 
with  unfoundnefs  of  faith.  d  Thomas  Lloyd  told 
him,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  whom  he 
had  accufed,  that  they  believed  all  things  written 
in  the  fcriptures  concerning  our  Saviour's  birth, 
death  and  refurre&ion,  &c.  in  the  outward;  to 
h  he  fmartly  replied,  but  is  it  abfolutely 
v.v.d  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  all  and  every  one 
ef  mankind  to  believe  it?  adding,  that  unlefs 
he  did  fo  believe,  he  would  not  own  him  as  a 
chriftian ;' but  faid,  he  might  be  a  devout  hea- 
then. 

Thomas  Lloyd  was  appointed  by  William  Penn 
to  the  itation  of  deputy  governor  of  Penfylvania 
during  his  abfence,  and  filled  the  nation  with 
integrity  and  repute.  I  lis  coniequence,  of  courle, 
mult  be  confiderable  both  in  religious  and  civil 
fociety.  His  particular  patronage  of  George 
Keith,  and  unremitted  endeavours  to  ferve  him, 
^  previous  to  his  violating  of  the  unity  of  fociety, 
d<  rvedhis  grateful  refpecl:  ;  yet  becaufe  he  gave 
"d   him  no  countenance,  but  joined  his  weight  and 

ether  mu-     ,  ......  J  i     •      u  • 

influence  againit  his  intemperate  conduct   in  his 
rVi'lH'!-'1^  oppofition,  Keith  couid  not  bridle  his  temper  or 

his 

*  S.  Smith. 
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his  tongue  within  the  bounds  of  common  decen-  chap. 
cy,  even  ro  him,    but  at  a  fucceeding  meeting,      vi- 
gave  the    ioofe  rein  to  his  petulancy  fo    far  as  v—^^<-/ 
to  call  him  impudent  man,  and  pitiful  governor ;     l692* 
afking  him  why  he  did   not   fend    him    to   jail ; 
telling  him  his  bach  bail  long  itched  for  a  whip- 
ping- ;   menacing    him    and    his   friends,  that   he 
would  expofe  them  in  print  all  over  America,  if 
not  over   Europe.     One  of  the  magiftrates,  re- 
markable ior  his  moderation  and   pacific  difpo- 
fiiicn,  he  called  an  impudent  rafcal. 

This  condu£l  betrayed  the  pailion  and  malig- 
nity of  a  violent  party  fpirit,  and  could  mean 
nothing  but  an  eflay,  whether  he  could  provoke 
them**  to  feme  acl:  of  authority  as  magiftrates, 
whereby  he  might  take  an  occafion  to  raife  a 
cry  of  perfecution  againfl  them  ;  and  men  of  lefs 
temper,  and  lefs  regard  to  religion,  might  very 
probably,  in  the  like  circumftances,  have  com- 
plied with  his  defire,  and  cured  his  itch,  and 
have  vindicated  themfelves  alfo  againfl  the  charge 
of  perfecution,  by  alledging  that  reviling  is  not 
religion,  nor  reproachful  appellations  a  confei- 
entious  fcruple:  But  the  men  with  whom  he  had 
to  deal  were  of  a  very  different  caff,  being  of 
thofe  who  were  reftrained  by  their  religious 
principles,  conformable  to  primitive  chriftianity, 
from  returning  railing  for  railing  ;  being  de- 
famed they  entreated  ;  they  bore  his  reproaches 
with  patience,  exerted  their  endeavours  to  pacify 
him,  and  recover  him  to  a  better  mind,  and  to 
prevent  an  open  breach,  in  a  fpirit  of  meek- 
nefs;  but  all  their  endeavours  were  in  vain. 

At  length,  after  many   vilifying  expreflions  to  He  refiefl* 
particular  perfons,  as  occafion   raifed  his  wrath,  liPor,.the 

i  r       r  1  n  iri  meeting  of 

he  went  io  far  as  to  bring  a  moit   reproachful  minifies. 

charge 
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charge  againft  a  reputable  part  of  the  body  at 
large,  charging  a  meeting  of  minifters  with  com- 
ing together  to  cloke  berefies  and  deceit^  and  that 
there  were  more  damnable  herefics  and  doctrines 
of  devils  among  the  Quakers  than  -among  any  pro- 
fzjfion  of  protejlants. 

This  refleclion,  which  is  mere  affertion  with- 
out  fhadow  of  proof,  evidences  the  bitternefs  of 
his  fpirit,  urging  him  to  expreffions  pointed  in 
malice,  to  provoke,  without  regard  to  candour 
or  to  truth  :  Againft  the  validity  whereof,  and 
in  defence  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  we 
can  perhaps  bring  no  authority  more  appofite  to 
the  point  than  his  own,  in  his  ferious  appeal 
printed  in  Philadelphia  in  this  very  fame  year 
1 692,  wherein  he  fully  condemned  in  others  thofe 
meafures,  he  was  now  fo  fondly  purfuing. 

Serious   appeal,  page   6. — "   Notwithstanding 

"  Cotton  Mather's   ftrong   affeverations   againft 

"  u?,   as    if  we  denied   all  or  inoft   of  the  fun- 

"  damental    articles    of  the    chriftian    and   pro- 

"  teftant  faith,  yet  he  fnall  never  be  able  to  prove 

"  it,  that  we  are  guilty  of  this  his   fo   extremely 

"  rafli  and  uncharitable  charge,  either  as  in  re- 

"  fpect  of  the  body  of  that  people,  or  in  refpect 

"  of  any  particular  writers  or  publifhers   of  our 

<e  doctrines  and  principles,  and  preachers  among 

us,  generally  owned  and   approved  by   us,  as 

men  of  a  found  judgment  and  underftanding. 

And  for   his    citations   out    of  the    Quakers' 

printed  books  and  treatifes,  I  would  have  you 

"  to   confider,  that  moft   of  them    are  all  bor- 

"  rowed  and  taken,  not  from   our  own   books, 

but  from  our  profefTed  adverfaries,  men  known 

well   enough   to    be   pofTeffed    with   prejudice 

againft  us ;  fuch  as   Thomas   1  licks  and  John 

"  Faldo 
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"  Faldo  and  others,  whom  our  friends  in  Old  chap, 
"  England,  and  particularly  George  Whitehead      vi. 
"  and  William  Penn,  have  largely  anfwered."       »— -v-*-' 
Hitherto  friends  had  treated   with   him   in    a     l69z* 
private  way  in   much    meeknefs    and  patience  ; 
but  it  was  properly  judged  that  this  public  infuk 
demanded  public  reparation,  which  he  contemp- 
tuouily  refufing  to  make,  the  monthly    meeting 
of  Philadelphia   proceeded   to   difown   him,  and 
as  the  teftimony  they  published  on  this  occafion 
exhibits  a  plain  narration    of  the   cafe   and  the 
reafons  of  their  procedure,  and  his  offenfive  con- 
dud,  it  juflly  claims  a  place  in  this  work. 

"  To  the  feveral  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings 
"  in  Penfylvania,  Kail  and  Weft  Jerfey,  and 
"  elfewhere,  as  there  may  be  occafion. 

"  Beloved  Friends, 

"  In  tender  love,  and  with  fpirits  bowed  down 
before  the  Lord,  is  this  our  falutation  unto 
you  ;  earneftly  dcfiring  your  growth,  and 
daily  prefervation  in  the  ancient  truth,  and  in 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  our  hope  and  breathings  are  that 
no  infmuations  or  wiles  of  the  enemy  mall 
prevail  to  turn  you  aiide  from  your  fteadfafl- 
nefs,  or  to  caufe  you  to  efleem  lightly  of  the 
rock,  and  way  of  God's  falvation  unto  you  ; 
but  that  you  be  kept  in  the  light  and  life, 
M  which  was  and  is  the  juir  man's  path,  to  the 
end  of  our  days.  Amen  ! 
"  Now  dear  friends  it  is  with  forrow  of  fpi- 
rits, and  grief  of  fouls,  that  we  fignify  unto 
you  the  tedious  exercife,  and  vexatious  per- 

"  plexity, 
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plexity,  we  have  met  with  in  our  late  friend 
George  Keith,  for  feveral  months  pail  :  So  it 
hath  happened,  friends,  left  any  ne(h  ihould 
glory,  but  become  filent  before  the  Lord,  that 
this  once  eminent  man  and  infbrument  of  renown 
in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  whilft  he  kept  his 
nrft  habitation,  and  knew  the  government  of 
truth  over  his  own  fpirit,  and  witnefTed  the 
fame  to  be  a  bridle  to  his  tongue,  was  then 
Lrviceable,  both  in  pen  and  fpeech,  to  the 
churches  of  Chriit  :  But  now  and  of  late  it  is 
too  obvious  and  apparent,  that  being  degene- 
rated from  the  lew,  meek  and  peaceable  fpi- 
rit of  Chriit  jefus,  and  grown  cool  in  charity 
and  love  towards  his  brethren,  he  is  gone  into 
a  fpirit  of  enmity,  wrath  and  felf-exaltation, 
contention  and  janglings,  and  as  a  pe-rfon 
without  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  and 
without  regard  to  his  chriftian  brethren,  and 
letting  loofe  the  reins  of  an  extravagant 
tongue,  he  hath  broken  out  into  many  un- 
godly fpeeches,  railing  accufations  and  paf- 
iionate  threatenings  towards  many  of  his 
brethren,  and  elders,  and  that  upon  {lender 
occafions  :  and  when  fome  in  chriltian  duty 
have  laid  before  him  his  unfavoury  words 
and  unchriitian  frame,  he  hath  treated  them 
with  vile  words,  and  abufive  language,  fuch 
as  a  perfon  of  common  civility  would  loath  : 
It  hath  Decn  too  frequent  with  him,  and  that 
in  a  tranfport  of  heat  and  pailion,  to  call  fome 
of  his  brethren  in'  the  miniftry,  and  other  ci- 
ders, and  that  upon  fmall  provocations  (if 
any)  fools,  ignorant  heathens,  infidels,  filly 
(ouls,  liars,  hereticks,  rotten  ranters,  Mug- 
gletonians,  and  other  names  of  that  infamous 

"  llrain, 
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"  drain,  thereby  to  our  grief,  foaming  out  his  c  ha  p. 
"  fhame  :  And  further,  his  anger  and  envy,  be-  VI- 
**  ing  cruel  againft  us,  and  not  contenting  him-  ^ — * — a 
"  felf  with  his  harfhnefs  againft  perfons,  he  pro-  l692* 
M  ceeded  in  bitternefs  of  fpirit  to  charge  our 
"  meetings  with  being  come  together  to  cloak 
"  herefy  and  deceit ;  and  publiihing  openly  fe- 
4i  veral  times,  that  there  were  more  doclrine  of 
"  devils,  and  damnable  herefies,  among  the  Qua- 
"  kers,than  among  any  profeilion  among  the  pro- 
<c  teftants.  He  hath  long  objected  againft  our  dif- 
"  ciplinc,  even  foon  after  his  coming  among  us; 
"  and  having  prepared  a  draught  of  his  own, 
"  and  the  fame  not  finding  the  expected  recep- 
"  tion,  he  feemed  difgufted.  Since  which  he 
"  hath  often  quarrelled  with  us  about  confef- 
"  fions,  declaring  that  he  kneiu  none  given  forth 
"  by  the  body  of  friends  to  his  fatisfaclion,  and 
"  often  charged  moft  of  us  with  being  unfound 
"  in  the  faith.  We  have  offered  in  feveral  meet- 
"  ings  for  his  fatisfaclion,  and  to  prevent  flrife 
"  amongfl  us,  and  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the 
"  church,  to  deliver  a  confeffion  of  our  chriftian 
*'  faith,  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
*'  Jefus  Chrift,  the  author  of  the  chriftian  faith, 
"  and  in  the  words  of  the  apoftles,  and  difciples, 
"  his  faithful  followers  ;  or  we  would  declare 
"  our  belief  in  teftimonies  of  our  ancient  friends 
"  and  faithful  brethren,  who  were  generally 
"  received  by  us ;  or  we  would  concur  and 
"  agree  upon  a  confeffion,  and  have  it  tranf- 
"  mitted  for  the  approbation  of  the  yearly  meet- 
"  ing  here,  or  the  yearly  meeting  at  London ; 
"  yea,  it  was  offered  unto  him  at  the  fame  time, 
*'  that  a  confeffion  concerning  the  main  matters 
"  of  controverfy  mould  be  given  out  of  a  book 

"  of 
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chap."  of  his  own  ;  but  all  was  flighted  as  infufKcienr. 

vi.      "  The  Lord  knows  the   trouble   which  we  have 

' — «    f*  "  had  with  this  unruly  member  ;   and  the  open- 

1093.     tc  nefs  0f  our  neiinSj  an(j    well-wifhes   towards 

<r-  him,  notwithstanding  his  rage  and  violence 
"  againft:  us,  and  of  the  endeavours  of  many  in 
"  this  place,  to  have  gained  upon  him  by  a 
"  friendly  converfe,  and  by  other  means,  not 
"  inconfiderable  to  a  brotherly  freedom  :  But 
"  our  labour  hitherto  feems  to  be  as  water  fpilt 
'*  upon  a  rock.  And  this  meeting  having  or- 
i-  derly  and  tenderly  dealt  with  him  for  his  abu- 
*:  five  language  and  disorderly  behaviour,  he 
"  hath  not  only  flighted  all  applications  of  gain- 
"  incr  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  ill  treatment  and  mif- 
"  carriages,  but  in  an  infulting  manner  faid  to 
"  the  friends  appointed  by  the  meeting  to  admo- 
<:  nifh  him,  that  he  trampled  the  judgment  of  ibe 
"  meeting  under  his  feet  as  dirt :  And  hath  of 
"  late  let  up  a  feparate  meeting  here,  where  he 
"  hath,  like  an  open  oppofer,  not  only  reviled 
"  feveral  friends  by  expofmg  their  religious  re- 
"  putations  in  mixed  auditories  of  fome  hun- 
"  dreds,  endeavouring  to  render  them,  and 
"  friends  here,  by  the  prefs,  and  otherwife,  a 
"  fcorn  to  the  profane,  and  the  fong  of  the 
"  drunkards  ;  but  he  hath  traduced  and  vilified 
"  our  worthy  travelling  friends  James  Dickenfon 
"  and  Thomas  Wilfon,  in  their  powerful  and 
"  favoury  miniitry,  whofe  fervices  not  only  here, 
"  but  in  molt  meetings  in  England,  Scotland 
"  and  Ireland,  are  well  known  to  have  a  leal  in 
"  the  hearts  of  many  thoufands.  He  hath  alfo 
"  within  a  few  weeks  appeared  in  oppofition, 
<:  as  it  were,  to  the  body  of  friends,  by  putting 
"  on  his  hat,  when  our   well   received  and   re- 

•'  commended 
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commended  friend  James  Dickenfon  was  at  c  h  a  p. 
prayer,  and  that  in  a  meeting  of  near  a  VI« 
thoufand  friends,  and  others,  and  fo  going  ' — '-*•', 
out  of  the  meeting  to  the  great  difquiet  there-  x^92- 
of,  and  to  the  drawing  fome  fcores  into  the 
fame  oppofition  with  him,  by  his  ill  ex- 
ample. And  by  thus  perfifting  in  his  repeated 
oppofitions,  hard  fpeeches,  and  continued  fe- 
paration,  and  labouring  like  an  unwearied  ad- 
verfary,  to  widen  the  breach  made  by  him, 
and  fo  abufing  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
meetings,  by  being  as  yet  under  that  cover  of 
being  owned  by  us ;  we  are  hereby  brought 
under  a  religious  conftraint  and  to  prevent 
other  meetings  of  being  further  injured  by 
him,  to  give  forth  this  teftimony,  {trained  as 
it  were  from  us  by  his  many  and  violent  pro- 
vocations, viz.  That  we  cannot  own  him  in 
fuch  ungodly  fpeeches  and  diforderly  beha- 
viour, or  in  his  feparate  meetings  ;  and  that 
we  difown  the  fame  as  proceeding  from  a 
wrong  fpirit,  which  brings  into  diforder  in- 
wardly, and  leads  into  diitra£tion  and  confu- 
fion  outwardly  ;  and  until  he  condemn  and 
decline  the  fame,  we  cannot  receive  him 
in  his  public  miniftry,  and  would  have  him 
ceafe  to  offer  his  gift  as  fuch  amongfl  us,  or 
elfewhere  amongfl  friends,  until  he  be  recon- 
ciled to  his  offended  brethren.  And  as  to 
thofe  few  of  our  brethren  in  the  gift  of  the 
miniitry,  who  are  gone  out  with  George 
Keith,  into  his  uncharitable  and  dividing  fpirit 
(the  miferable  effects  whereof  many  of  us  have 
fufficiently  known  in  Old  England  and  other 
parts)  our  judgment  is,  that  while  they  con- 
Vol.  III.  Y  "  tinue 
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CHAP."  tinue  fuch,    they   become  unqualified  to    the' 

vi.      "  work  of  the  gofpel,  as  degenerating  from  the 

^>^w  "  guidance  of  God's  blefled  and  peaceable  fpirit 

1692.    «  jn  their  hearts  (from  whence  proceeds  the   ef- 

"  fe&ual    New    Teftament    miniftry)    and     be- 

"  ing  turned  from  the  peaceable   fruits  thereof, 

"  are   gone   into    uncharitablenefs   and    conten- 

"  tion. 

"  And  now  all  you  who  have  walked  in   fel- 
"  lowfirlp    and    communion   with    us,    and   are 
"  drawn  afide  through  inconfideration  or  other- 
"  wife  into  this  fpirit  of  fepafation  and  preju- 
"  dice  againft  our  meetings,  orderly  eftablifhed; 
"  and    wherein    we  have  been   often    mutually 
"  refreshed  together,  we  cannot  but  in  the  fear 
"  of  God,  and  in  love  to  your  fouls,  admoniih 
"  you  alio  of  the  infeciifky  of  yourprefent  (late, 
"  and  that  therein  we    cannot  have    unity  with 
"  you,  and  unlcfs  you  return  from   under  that 
"  fpirit,  drynefs  and  barreiinefs  from   the   Lord 
"  will   be  your   reward.     And    fo   dear   friends 
"  we  exhort   you   all   to   behave    yourfelves    in 
"  the  fpirit  of  meekneis,   and    peaceable  truth, 
"  upon  all  occahons,  bur  more  efpecially  upon 
"  any    difcourfe    or     conference    with    any   of 
"  them  who   are  difcontented   among    you,    or 
"  have    fiarted   af.de  from  you  ;   and    avoid    all 
"  heats  and  contentions,  in  matters  of  faith  and 
"  worfhip  ;  and  let  not  the  fait  of  the  covenant 
"  be  wanting  in  your    words    and  acnons,   lor 
cc  thereby  the  favour  of  your  converfation  will 
"  reach  the  witnefs  of  God  in  them.    The  grace 
"  of  our   Lord   Jefus    Chriit   be  with   you    all 
"  Amen ! 

"  Given 


PEOPLE    called     QUAKERS. 


339 


"  Given  forth  by  the  meeting  of  public  friends  chap. 
in  Philadelphia  the   20th    of  the    4th  month,      vi. 
1692. 


1692. 


"  Thomas  Lloyd, 

"  John  Willsford, 

"  Nicholas  Wain, 

"  William  Watfon, 

"  George  Maris, 

"  Thomas  Duckett, 

"  Jofhua  Fearne, 

"  Even  Morris, 

(l  Richard  Walter, 

"  John  Symcock, 

"  Griffith  Owen, 

"  John  Bown, 

"  Henry  Willis, 

"  Paul  Sanders, 


"  John  Blunfton, 
"  William  Cooper, 
"  Thomas  Thackory, 
"  William  By les, 
"  Samuel  Jennings, 
"   John  Delaval, 
"  William  Yeardly, 
"  Jofeph  Kirkbride, 
"  Walter  Fawcit, 
"  Hugh  Roberts, 
u  Robert  Owen, 
"  William  Walker, 
"  John  Lynam, 
"   George  Gray." 


George  Keith    having    drawn    a   confiderable  g.  Keith 
party  to  join  him  in  his  oppofition,  now  fet   up  f-etsJ*ea 
a   feparate  meeting.      This    party    adopted  the  meeting. 
name  of  Quakers,  but  by  Way  of  diftinclion  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  oftentatious  appellation 
of  Chrijiian  Quakers  and  Friends.  f  This  feparate 
meeting  foon  publiihed  a  counter  teftimony  fign- 
ed  by  twenty-eight  of  them,  difowning  all  thofe  Pubiifteth 
concerned  in  denying  George  Keith  ;    and  foon  j^° 
after  that  another  paper,  which  they  entitled,  An 
cxpo/lulation  with  Samuel  "Jennings,  Thomas  Lloyd 
and  the  refl  of  the  twenty-eight  unjujl  judges  and 
figners   of  the  paper  of  condemnation  againll  George 
Keith  and  his  friends.     Both    thefe  papers  were 
Y  2  drawn 


counter 
moiiy. 


f  Vide,  Appeal  from  the  twenty-eight  Judges,  &c.  after  the 
Poftfcript,  pages  6,  7,   8,  9. 
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CHAP,  drawn    up    with    artfulnefs,    and    calculated    to 
vi.      catch  the  humours  of  the  unwary  and  unfteady; 
^^r^J  and    being   circulated,   and  puffed  with  all    the 
l692-     induftry    of  party  zeal,  a  wide  fchifm   enfued  ; 
much  pailion  and  rancour  on  one   fide,  occafion- 
ed  much  painful  exercife,  vigilance,  circumfpec- 
tion  and  patience  on   the  other.     They  went  on 
venting  their  malevolence  in  one  defamatory  libel, 
after  another  ;  injurioufly  mutilating  and  culling 
^ich  paflages  out  of  friends  writings,  public  tef- 
ti monies  and  private  converfations,  as  might  beft 
ferve  their  own  partial   purpofes,    making   their 
own  comments,  and  putting  their   own  meaning 
upon  theie  paflages,  in  order  by  fuch  unfair  pro- 
ceedure  to  make  their  opponents  appear  unfound 
in  principle   and    ridiculous    in    practice  ;  facri- 
ficing  truth    and    equity  to  the   gratification   oi 
their  envy. 

The  government  of  this  province  at  this  time 
being  placed  in  hands  which  William  Penn  had 
felected,  I  prefume,  from  the  moll  fuitable  in 
rank,  character  and  abilities  amongft  thofe,  who 
had  accompanied  him  to  his  new  colony,  of 
whom  the  greater  number  being  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  many  of  this  people,  and  feve- 
ral  of  their  miniflers,  were  put  into  offices  of 
magiftracy  and  of  government.  This  expanded 
the  field  for  party  prejudice  to  range  more 
widely.  George  Keith  had  early  brought  over 
to  his  party  one  William  Bradford,  the  printer 
there,  whereby  he  had  a  ready  means  of  publifh- 
ing  all  his  defamatory  writings  ;  and  his  prefent 
difpoiition  of  mind  mitigating  him  to  lay  hold 
upon  every  occafion  to  depreciate  the  Quakers, 
and  deprive  them  of  that  place  of  eilimation  with 
the  people  which  their  public  and  private  con- 
duct 
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duct   had  juftly  procured  them,    took  occafion  chap. 
from  fome  late  public    tranfaftions*,    toreflecl:      vi. 
upon  and  calumniate  the    principal    magistrates  ^^"^ 
for  their  judicial  proceedings  in   reftraining  rob-  G  IK?Ji* 
bers  and  bringing  murderers  to  juftice.  s  In  this  reiieots 
attack  of  the  magiftrates,  George  Keith   feemed  ^^Kt 
to  have  two  objecls  in  view  :  to   gratify  his  ma-  f«  thdrj*- 
levolence  againlt  the  Quakers,  and  encrcafe  the  c"eding™~ 
number  of  his  adherents ;  a  point  of  great  con- 
fequence  with  him  ;  for  feveral  of  the  Menonifts 
from  the  county  of  Meurs   (being   of  that  clafs 
of  baptifts  who  hold  magiftracy  unlawful  for   a 
chriftian  to  exercife)  had  removed  into  Penfyl- 
vania,  and  by  thefe  means  he  brought  feveral  of 
thefe  to  fide  with  him,  or  favour  his   caufe.  But 
this  liberty  (or  more  properly  the  abufe  thereof) 
taken  by  Keith  and  his  partifans,  put  the  magi- 
ftrates under  the  neceffity  to  vindicate  the  laws 
and  excellent  conftitution  of  their  country,    un- 
der which  they  acted,  and  which,  by  the  united 
teftimony  of  the  judicious  and  impartial  part  ot 
mankind,  they  fupported  with  honour  and  juf- 
tice, 

*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1691,  one  Babit  and  his 
crew  ftole  a  fmall  fiuop  from  a  wharf  in  Philadelphia,  and 
going  down  the  river  committed  divers  robberies,  of  which  in- 
formation being  given  to  the  magiftrates  three  of  them  ifhied 
a  warrant  to  take  them  in  order  to  bring  them  to  legal  trial, 
by  virtue  whereof  they  were  taken,  and  brought  to  juftice. 
The  magiftrates,  who  granted  the  warrant,  being  fome  or  all 
of  them  of  thofe  called  Quakers,  George  Keith  and  his  ad- 
herents made  their  comments  upon  this  as  a  proceeding  in- 
confiftent  with  their  principles  againft  bearing  arms,  and  dreft 
it  in  the  moft  aggravating  colours,  which  party^  prejudice 
could  invent,  although  the  moft  he  could  make  of  it  was,  that 
a  Peter  Bols  with  a  few  more  took  them,  without  gun,  fword 
©r  fpear. — Smith. 

*  Sewel. 
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chap,  tice,  for   the  benefit  and  peace  of  the  (late,  to 

vi.      proceed  againft  them*.     Firft   William  Bradford 

v~-^v^v_/  the  printer,  and   John  Mc.  Comb  the  publifher, 

1692.    0f  a  reflecting  paper,  were  bv   a   warrant  from 

The  l-nnter  r  -n,     °   *    i  1  j  1 

and  pub-  nve   magiitrates   taken  up,  examined  and  com- 

JUflCIa°f  a  i^itted  to  prifon,  but  difcharged  without   being 

pjiperim-  brought  to  trial;  and  the  latter  was  afterwards 

priioned.  f0  jm't  as  t0  gjve  a  true  ftate  of  the  cafe.  George 

Keith  and  Thomas  Budd  were  alfo  prefented  by 
udT.Bndd  the  grand  jury  of  Philadelphia,  as  authors  of  a- 
crdented    nother  tract  of  like  tendency;  this  presentment 

l>y  the  r  I  »  r 

gnnd jury,  being   proiecuied,    the    matter  was    brought    to 
and  fined.    triilij    and  the  parties   fined   5I.  each;    but   the 
fines  were  not  levied. 

Thefe  proceedings  without  doubt  added  fewel 
to  the  flame,  and  exafperated  thefe  men,  and 
their  adherents,  to  reprefent  them  with  the  ufual 
partiality  of  the  fpirit  of  pari  \,  to  raiie  a  clamour 
of  perfecution  againil  the  magistrates,  who  con- 
fidering  the  mifchievous  defign  and  tendency  of 
thefe  publications,  to  introduce  diforder  and 
faction  into  this  flate  in  its  infancy,  thought  it 
neceifary  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequence  or  fuch 
licentious  meafures  by  publifhing  the  following 
vindication   of  their  aforefaid  proceedings. 

"  At  a  private  feflions,  held  for  the  county  of 
"  Philadelphia  the  25th  of  the  6th  month,  1692, 
"  before 

'*  Arthur  Cooke, 

"  Samuel  Jennings, 

Samuel  Richardfon,         T  «.         r    , 

tt        ,         ■*.  )>   ulliccs  or  the  county, 

1  lumphrey  Murray,      f  J 


"  Anthony  Morris, 
W  Robert  Ewer, 


AY  h ere as 
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*'  Whereas  the  government  of  this  province  CHAP, 
being  by  the  late  king  of  England's  peculiar  vi. 
favour  verted  and  fince  continued  in  governor  ^^r*U 
Penn,  who  thought  fit  to  make  his  and  our  j692- 
worthy  friend  Thomas  Lloyd  his  deputy  go- 
vernor, by,  and  under  whom  the  magiftrates 
do^acl:  in  the  government, — and  whereas  it 
hath  been  proved  before  us,  that  George  Keith 
being  a  refident  here,  did  contrary  to  his 
duty  publicly  revile  the  faid  deputy  governor, 
by  calling  him  an  impudent  man,  telling 
him  he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  governor,  and  that 
his  name  would  (link,  with  many  other  flight- 
ing and  abufive  expreilions,  both  to  him  and 
the  magiftrates  (and  he  that  ufeth  fuch  exor- 
bitancy of  fpeech  towards  our  faid  governor, 
may  be  fuppofed  will  eafily  dare  to  call  the 
members  of  council,  and  magiftrates,  impu- 
dent rafcals,  as  he  hath  lately  called  one  in  an 
open  affembly,  -that  was  conftituted  by  the 
proprietary  to  be  a  magiftratej  and  he  alfo 
charges  the  magiftrates,  who  are  minifters 
here,  with  ;ingromng  the  minifterial  power 
into  their  hands,  that  they  might  ufurp  au- 
thority over  him,  faying  alio,  he  hoped  in 
God  he  fhould  fhortiy  fee  their  power  taken 
from  them  :  all  which  he  acled  in  an  indecent 
manner. 

"  And  further,  the  faid  George  Keith  with 
feveral  of  his  adherents,  having  fome  few  days 
fince,  with  unufual  infolence,  by  a  printed 
fheet  called  An  Appeal,  EsV.  traduced,  and 
vilely  mifreprefented  the  induftry,  care,  rea- 
dinefs  and  vigilance  of  fome  magiftrates,  and 
others  here,  in  their  late  proceedings,  againft 
the    privateers     Babbit     and     his    crew      in 

"  order 
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order  to  bring  them  to  condign  punifhment, 
whereby  to  difcourage  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future  ;  and  have  thereby  alfo  defamed 
and  arraigned  the  determinations  of  the  prin- 
cipal judicature  againit  murderers,  and  not 
only  fo,  but  alfo  by  wrong  infinuations,  hath 
laboured  to  poliefs  the  readers  of  their  pamph- 
let, that  it  is  inconfiltent  for  thofe  who  are 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  to  ac~t  as  magiltrates, 
which  it  granted,  will  render  our  laid  pro- 
prietary incapable  of  the  powers  given  him  by 
the  faid  king's  letters  patents,  and  fo  profti- 
tute  the  validity  of  every  act  of  government, 
more  efpecially  in  the  executive  part  thereof, 
to  the  courtefy  and  cenfure  of  all  factious 
fpirits  and  male-contents  under  the  fame. 
"  Now  forafmuch  as  we,  as  well  as  others 
have  borne,  and  (till  do  patiently  indure  the 
faid  George  Keith  and  his  adherents,  in  their 
many  perfonal  reflections  againit  us,  and  their 
grofs  revilings  of  our  religious  fociety,  yet  we 
cannot  (without  the  violation  of  our  truft  to  the 
king  and  governor,  as  alfo  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  government)  pafs  by,  or  connive  at,  fuch 
part  of  the  faid  pamphlet  and  fpeeches,  that 
have  a  tendency  to  fedition,  and  dilturbance 
of  the  peace,  as  alfo  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
prefent  government,  or  to  the  afperfing  of  the 
magiltrates  thereof. 

"  Therefore  for  the  undeceiving  of  all  people, 
we  have  thought  fit  by  this  public  writing,  not 
only  to  fignify  that  our  procedure  againit  the 
perfons,  now  in  the  fheritFs  cuftodv,  as  well  as 
what  we  intend  againit  others  concerned  (in 
its  proper  place)  refpecls  only  that  part  of  the 
faid  printed  meet,  which  appears   to  have  the 

"  tendency 
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"  tendency  aforefaid,  and  not  any  part  relating  chap. 

"   to  differences   in  religion,  but   alio   thefe   are      VI- 

"  to  caution  fuch,  who  are  well  affected   to  the  ^^v^ 

"  fecurity,  peace  and  legal  admini ftration  of  juf-     l692- 

"  tice  in  this  place,  that   they   give    no  counte- 

"  nance  to  any  revilers,  and  contemners   of  au- 

"  thority,  magiftrates  or   magistracy,  as   alfo  to 

"  warn  all  other  perfons  that  they   forbear   the 

"  further  publifhing  and  fpreading  of  the    faid 

"  pamphlets,   as  they  will  anfwer    the  contrary 

"  at  their  peril. 

"  Given   under  our    hands  and  feal    of   the 
"  county,  the  day,  year  and  place  aforefaid." 

As  George  Keith  perfevered  after  all  in  the 
fame  line  of  conduct,  the  general  meetings 
thought  it  their  duty  to  confirm  the  judgment 
and  teftimony  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  Phila- 
delphia, wherebv  they  had  difowned  him.  Firfl 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  mini  it  ers  held  at  Phila- 
delphia the  20th  of  the  4th  month,  1692:  And 
afterwards  the  yearly  meeting  for  Penfylvania 
and  New  Jerfey,  held  in  Burlington  the  7th  of 
the  7th  month  following,  publifhed  their  respec- 
tive teftimonies  of  approbation,  of,  and  unity 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  monthly  meeting  of 
Philadelphia  in  his  cafe.  So  that  being  now 
publickly  difowned  by  the  meetings  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  whole  body  of  friends  in  thofe  parts 
of  America  where  he  dwelt,  and  the  meetings 
of  which  he  was  a  member ;  we  are  now  to 
confider  him  no  longer  as  a  member  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  but  as  an  open  and  profeffed  adverfary, 
and  leader  of  a  feet  in  opposition  to  them :  yet 
he  would  ftill  lay  claim  to  the  name,  although  he 
had  feparated  from  them,  and  made  a  dangerous 

ichifm, 
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chap,  fchifm,  alledging  his  difTatisfaction  was  only  with 
vi.      fome  unfound  Quakers  in  America  ;  but  he  was 

v^v^  in  unity  with  all  faithful  friends  in  England. 
1692.  So  when  flrangers  from  Europe  or  other  parts 
came  on  religious  yifits  into  thofe  countries,  he 
would  affect  unity  with  them,  and  endeavour  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  into  their  favourable  opinion  ; 
but  as  foon  as  they  difcoyered  any  diflike  of  his 
proceedings,  he  would  give  them  little  better 
treatment,  than  he  did  the  colonifts.  Two  of  thefe, 
Thomas  Everdon  and  Richard  Holkins,  travelling 
at  this  time  in  Peniylyanja  in  the  exercife  of  their 
miniftry,  being  well  qualified  miniflers,  and  men 
of  meek  and  humble  fpirits,  with  whom,  parti- 
.  cularly  the  former,  he  laid,  he  had  good  unity  : 
Yet  two  days  after  being  at  a  meeting,  where 
they  were  concerned  in  their  miniftry,  to  the 
edification  of  their  brethren,  he  rudely  and  openly 
oppofed  them,  calling  out  feveral  times  as  they 
were  proceeding  in  their  testimonies,  hypocrites  ! 
hypocrites  !  And  Thomas  Everdon,  with  whom 
he  had  fo  lately  profeffed  his  unity,  he  called  in 
*he  face  of  the  aflembly,  conliiting  of  feveral 
hundreds,  the  greatefi  hypocrite  that  ever  Jiood 
upon  two  legs. 

Thomas  Wilfon  aifo  and  James  Dickenfon 
from  Cumberland,  Great  Britain,  arrived  about 
rhis  time  on  a  chriftian  vifit  to  their  friends  in 
North  America  ;  and  being  miniflers  eminently 
qualified  with  experience  and  abilities  to  mi- 
iiilier  to  the  edification  of  their  brethren,  their 
arrival  at  this  feaibn  was  of  great  fervice  in  thefe 
provinces  ;  both  to  recover  and  confirm  the  wa- 
vering, and  to  admonifh  Geo.  Keith,  and  thofe 
that  joined  him,  of  the  hurt  to  themfelves  and 
reproach  to  religion,  which  mull  nccelfarily  fol- 
low 
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low  their  giving   way   to   fuch  intemperance  of  e  H  ar 
fpirit  and  conduct.     Thomas  Wilfon  hereby  in-      VI- 
cnrred    George    Keith's    greateit   refentment    at  L — v — -? 
firft  ;  but  afterwards  James  Uickenfon,  to  whom     l^z-   . 
he  profefied  a  great  amity  and  regard,  became 
equally  obnoxious  thereto,  the  occafion  wrhereof 
will  appear  by  the  following   extract  from  Tho* 
mas  Wilfon's  journal. 

"  We  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  we  found 
the  difference  between  George  Keith  and 
friends  broke  out  to  an  open  feparation,  he 
having  gathered  a  company  to  himfelf,  and 
fet  up  a  feparate  meeting,  w.hich  was  caufe  of 
great  exercife  to  faithful  friends ;  and  he  fee- 
ing we  did  not  go  to  his  meeting,  fent  us  a 
challenge  to  difpute,  which  we  readily  com- 
plied with,  and  had  a  meeting  with  him  and 
his  party,  a  great  many  faithful  friends  ac- 
companying us  :  We  fat  a  while  in  filence  to 
hear  his  charges  again;!  friends,  viz.  that 
fome  of  them  were  not  found  in  faith,  doc- 
trine and  principle,  but  did  not  prove  it,  nor 
fuller  friends  to  anfwer  him,  but  went  on  in 
railing  :  We  made  remarks,  though  faid  no- 
thing, which  raifed  a  great  defire  in  him  and 
his  abettors  to  have  another  meeting  with 
me  and  my  companion,  which  we  readily 
agreed  to. 

"  Sometime  after  having  divers  friends  along- 
with  us,  we  met  again  with  the  faid  George 
Keith,  and  the  chief  of  his  abettors ;  and 
being  quietly  fet  to  hear  what  he  had  :o  fay, 
he  advanced  his  former  charge  afrainft  friends, 
as  being  unfound  in  faith,  doctrine  and  prin- 
ciple, unto  which  I  anfwered,  faying,  No  error 
in  faith,  dottrinc  or  principle  of  particular  men 
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(or  perfonsj  was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  him  to 
fet  up  a  fc par  ate  meeting.  He  oppofed  me  ; 
"  then  I  afked  liberty  to  be  heard,  and  told 
l692i  <c  him  to  this  erTecl  :  If  he  and  his  company  were 
K  found  in  faith  and  doctrine,  and  men  of  God, 
"  they  Jhould  have  kept  up  their  teftimony  for  the 
u  Lord  in  the  meeting  ;  and  if  there  mujl  have  been 
*c  a  fparaticn,  fuch  unfound  men  (or  perfonsj 
"  would  have  gone  away  from  friends,  as  thofe 
**  did  formerly,  of  whom  jfohn  faid,  they  went 
"  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us,  for  if 
**  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
"•  continued  with  us,  but  they  went  out  that  they 
"  might  be  made  manifeft,  ihat  they  were  not  all  of 
ct  us.  I  alfo  afked  them,  whether  ever  they  knew 
faithful  friends  in  England  leave  their  meet- 

irg,  and  fet  up  a  fc  par  ate  meeting  ?  Thus  we 
"  left  the  difpute  at  that  time,  and  went  to  vifit 
"  the  meetings  of  friends  in  the  Welch  tract  or 
{C  plantation,  and  to  and  fro  in  the  country  ;  fo 
"  returned  again  to  Philadelphia,  and  had  a 
"  third  meeting  (very  large)  with  Keith  and  his 
"  party. — I  told  them,  they  were  gone  from  the 
"  Lord  in  an  airy  fourijh,  and  the  wit  of  man, 
"  and  had  fet  up  a  fcparate  meeting,  but  in  a 
"  little  time  the  fun  of  right  eoufnefs  would  Jhine 
"  amongli  them,  and  drive  away  the  mijly  doc- 
"  trims  of  men,  and  that  they  (meaning  the  fe- 
*c  paralifts)  fmuld  dwindle,  die  away,  and  come 
"  to  nothing,  except  fuch  who  were  mojl  honefl 
'*  (towards  God)  who  JIjotiUI  return  to  truth  and 
"  friends  ;  which  in  a  little  time  was  fulfilled  in 
"  both  refpe&s. 

tc  Now  leaving  friends  at  Philadelphia,  we 
"  went  into  the  country  to  a  meeting,  to  which 
"  George  Keith  came,  and  afked  me  where  we 

"  would 
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*c  would  be  on  the  firft  day  ?  faying  alfo,  that  he  c  H  A  p- 
"  had  appointed  a  meeting  to  be  the  next  firft 
"  day  at  Crofs-zvix ;  and  finding  freedom,  I  went 
**  thither,  but  my  companion  James  Dicke?\fon 
"  found  drawings  from  the  Lord  to  go  to  Phi- 
"  ladclphia,  and  be  at  the  meeting  there  that 
"  iirfl  day,  to  which  George  Keith  came  con- 
"  trary  to  his  appointment,  and  leaving  his  fe- 
"  parate  meeting,  met  with  friends  in  their  large 
"  meeting-houfe,  and  preached  fawningly,  as 
"  though  he  and  James  Dickenfon  were  in  unity, 
"  but  after  he  had  done,  James  (tood  up  in 
great  authority  in  the  Lord's  power,  and  con- 
futed George's  doclrine  and  praclice,  fetting 
truth  over  him  and  his  party,  and  opened  the 
myflery  of  falvation  to  the  people,  to  their 
"  great  fatisfaclion  ;  after  which  George  Keith 
"  went  away  in  great  wrath,  and  the  people 
"  who  were  not  friends,  being  many,  cried 
"  aloud,  Give  way  and  let  the  devil  come  out,  for 
"  the  little  black  man  from  England  has  got  the 
"  day  ;  after  which  George  called  his  party  toge- 
"  ther  to  their  meeting-houfe,  and  told  them 
"  that  James  Dickenjon  had  never  appeared 
"  againft  him  till  that  day,  but  had  then  made 
"  himfelf  equal  with  Thomas  Wilfon  (meaning  in 
"  oppofition  to  him,  &c") 

In  fhort  George  Keith  had  fuffered  his  paffion 
and  prejudice  to  imbitter  his  mind  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  few  or  none  under  the  name  of  a 
Quaker,  wrhofe  virtues  and  fervices  placed  them 
in  a  rank  of  eftimation,  and  were  too  deadfall 
in  the  faith  to  countenance  his  proceedings, 
efcaped  his  revilings  and  calumnies  :  Since  his 
being  difowned,  he  fpent  his  time  about  Bur- 
lington, Philadelphia,  and  other  places  adjacent, 

amongfl 


35«  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     of     THr, 

chap,  amon^ft  his  difciples,  writing  in  his  own  and 
vi.      their  defence,  arid  eftabliftiing  them  as   well   as 

v-^v^s^  he  could  in  his  novel  doctrines  :  But  the  matter 
1692.  0f  jjjs  'Deing  difowned  by  fo  many  meetings* 
fitting  very  uneafy  upon  him,  after  caufmg  fo 
much  trouble  and  diflenfion  amongft  a  people,  re- 
putable for  the  peace  and  good  order  in  general 
maintained  by  them,  in  America,  heferfailfor  Eng- 
land in  the  beginning  ot  the  year  1694,  accom- 
panied by  his  intimate  friend  and  ailociate  Tho- 
mas Biidd,  in  order  to  lay  his  complaint  before 
the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  and  as  the  fequel 
proved,  rd  endeavour  to  foment  contention  and 
difbrder  among  friends  in  England,  as  he  had 
done  in  America  :  Where  leaving  him  to  purine 
his  journey,  it  feems  proper  to  break  off  this 
difagreeable  narrative,  to  bring  forward  the  af- 
fairs and  trartfa&ions  of  friends  in  England  during 
this  period,  and  thenceforward. 

*  Bcfide  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  of  Philadel- 
phia, aiid  the  yearly  meeting  of  Burlington,  already  men- 
tioned, friends  of  Bucks  county,  of  Maryland,  Long- 
Ifland  and  others,  had  tefiilicd  their  difunity  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Ceor?e  Keith  and  his  adherents. 


C   II    A  P; 
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CHAP.       VII. 


Account  of  'Thomas  Story's  Convinccment. — His] 
Birth  and  Education. — Brought  up  to  the  Study' 
of  the  Lazy. — He  conceives  Offence  at  fome  Ce- 
remonies in  the  public  Worjhip. — And  declines 
attending  it. — He  goes  to  a  Meeting  of  the  Peo- 
ple called  Quakers. — In  which  feeling  a  divine 
Bower  attending  his  Mind,  he  foon  after  en* 
ters  into  their  Society. — Receives  a  Gift  in  the 
Mini/hj,  and  travels  much  in  the  Excrcife 
thereof. — Life  and  Character  of  Stephen  Crifp, 
— Applications  for  an  Affirmation  Acl. — Death 
of  Queen  Mary. — Declaration  of  the  People 
called  Quakers ',   isfc. 

iN  this  year   Thomas  Story  joined  himfelf  in  chap. 
fociety   with   the  people  called  Quakers,  whole     vn. 
convincement  was  not  owing  to  the  miniflry  of  v^-v->^/ 
any  instrument ;  but  to  the  immediate  operation     1691. 
of  the  grace  of  God  in  his  own.  heart,  of  which  thom"s°£ 
himfelf  hath  given  a  remarkable  narrative  in  the  story's  con- 
journal  of  his  own  life.     He  was   born  at  juf-vmce 
tice-town,  near  Carlifle,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, where  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  libe- and  educ*. 
ral  education,  being   defigned  by  his  father  for uon- 
the  ftudy  of  the  law.     He  had  an  early  inclina- 
tion to   folitude,  which  he  fometimes  fpent   in 
religious  thoughtfulnefs,  and  frequently  in  read- 
ing the  holy  fcriptures,  which  he  prized  and  de- 
lighted in  above  all  books,  efpecially  the  New 
Tcftament,  not  only  at  this  time,  but  in  the  fuc- 

eeeding 


352  HISTORY    or    the 

c  hap.  ceeding   ftages  of  his    life,  when  in   repute  for 
VII«     the  excellency  of  his   underftanding  and  his  ex- 

* — v — '  tciiiive  learning. 
lb'Jl-  But  his  folitude  was  interrupted  by  a  plan  of 
education  accounted  genteel,  but,  in  his  opi- 
nion, not  well  calculated  to  promote  religious 
enquiries  or  experience  ;  being  put  to  learn 
fencing  and  inufic,  by  which  he  not  only  found 
his  mind  drawn  awav  from  lerious  conhderations, 
but  he  contracted  fociety,  which  was  not  favoura- 
ble to  religion. 

DefignedfoE  ije  was  next  piace<l  u Jth  a  counfellor  in  the 
country  to  commence  his  fludies  in  the  law  ; 
preparatory  to  his  entering  one  of  the  inns  ot 
court  for  the  completion  thereof,  where  being 
much  in  the  country,  in  a  fober  and  religious 
family  of  the  molt  moderate  fort  of  Prefbyteri- 
ans,  he  had  again  the  advantage  of  folitude  and 
little  companv,  and  that  innocent,  fo  that  he  re- 
covered his  former  ferioufnefs  in  a  good  degree. 
And  though  he  indulged  himfelf  at  times  in 
fome  youthful  airs,  yet  through  lecret  grace  he 
was  preferved  from  grofs  evils,  and  his  agreeable 
manners  gained  him  refpect  with  all  the  fa- 
mily. 

He  received  his  education  as  to  religion  in  the 
church  of  England,  but  as  his  mind,  intent  up- 
on inveftia;atin<;-  truth,  was  illuminated  with  a 
difcovery  of  fome  practices  which  appeared  to 
him  relicks  of  iuperftitioh,  and  in  no  wife  con- 
ducive to  advance  pure  religion,  it  occafioned 
him  fome  olfence  and  fome  doubts  of  the  propriety 

offence  at     thereof.      For    the    family    removing    from    the 

fomeoere-    country  to  Carliile,  he  was  diligent  in  attending 

monies  in  /  '  o  p 

the  public    the  public   worfhip,  especially  at   the  cathedral, 
""""VF-      where  the  turning  their  faces   toward  the  eafl  at 

the 
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the  repetition  of  the  apoftle's  creed  ;  and  at  the  chap. 
mention  of  the  word  Jems  bowing  and  kneeling  vn- 
toward  the  altar-table  (on  which  were  two  com- 
mon prayer  books  in  folio,  and  over  them  paint- 
ed  on  the  wall  I.  ±1.  S.)  were  ceremonies  which,  he 
not  comprehending  the  ufe  or  benefit  of,  gave 
him  uneafinefs,  as  efteeming  them  relics  of  Po- 
pery ;  and  although  he  continued  to  go  thither  a 
little  longer,  yet  he  could  not  comply  with  feve- 
ral  of  the  ceremonies  ufed  there. 

Afterwards  being  invited  to   a   chriflening  (fo  At  infant 
termed)   of  a  relation's  child,  he  conceived  ad-baptlfm- 
ditional  offence  at  the  ceremony  of  baptizing  the 
infant,  as  apprehending,  we  have  neither  exam- 
ple nor  precept  in  fcripture  for  the  manner  then 
practifed  in  that  ceremony. 

Being  ilill  attentive  to  the  reproofs  of  inflruc- 
tion,  which  are  the  way  to  life,  he  felt  them  a 
law  condemning  thofe  thoughts,  exprefhons, 
paflions  and  affections,  which  are  fixed  in  the 
firft  nature,  and  rooted  in  the  carnal  mind  ;  and 
experienced  that  fpiritual  warfare  begun,  wherein 
he  felt  the  law  in  his  members  warring  againft 
the  law  in  his  mind,  and  faw  and  felt  many 
things  in  himfelf,  unnoticed  by  any  man,  but 
clearly  difcovered  by  the  mcafure  of  light  he  was 
favoured  with,  to  be  obflruclions  to  his  growth 
in  religion,  and  which  were  to  be  fubdued  and 
confumed  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment  and  of  burn- 
ing ;  the  luft  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the  eye,  and 
the  pride  of  life,  the  produce  of  every  foil,  and 
which  in  him  had  much  to  feed  upon ;  the  ele- 
gant airs  of  a  youth  well  bred,  ftrength,  activity 
and  comelinefs  of  perfon  ;  mental  endowments, 
and  competent  acquifition  of  literature ;  the 
glory,    advancements    and    preferments  of    the 

Vol.  III.  Z  world 
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chap,  world  fpreading  their  nets  before   him,  and  the 
vil.      friendfhip  of  the   world   beginning  to  court  him 

v-^"v^-/  with  flattering  addrefs. 
169 r.         gut  through  the  illumination  of  divine  light, 

fo"merac-'Sarid  the   afliflance  of  the   grace  of  God,  he  was 

quittance,  enabled  to  deny  all  thefe  worldly  lulls,  and  to 
attain  moral  righteoufnefs,  and  fequefter  him- 
felf  from  all  his  former  acquaintances,  whofe 
manners  and  converfation,  though  not  vicious 
(for  fuch  he  never  affected)  yet  as  they  had  not 
the  knowledge  of  God,  became  burdenfome  and 
irkfome  to  him,  in  the  prefent  ferious  and  en- 
quiring (fate  of  his  mind. 

As  he  followed  on  to  know  the  Lord,  he  was 
favoured  with  deeper  and  clearer  manifeftations 
of  the  purity  of  true  religion,  and  to  the  fpiri- 
tual  eye  it  was  discovered,  that  the  Son  of  God 
was  not  yet  effectually  revealed  in  him,  nor  the 
old  man  by  the  power  of  the  holy  crofs  fuffici- 
ently  mortified  and  flain  ;  which  encreafed  his 
internal  enquiry  after  eiTential  truth,  and  his  at- 
tention to  the  monitor  in  his  own  bread  for  in- 
formation ;  as  he  did  not  kno\\fe,of  any  in  all  the 
world  to  teach  him,  or  that  the  Lord  had  any 
people  then  on  earth,  owned  by  his  prefence 
with  them,  as  his  flock  and  family. 

After  a  feafon  of  deep  humiliation  under  the 
fenfe  of  his  being  fhort  of  that  puritv,  which 
was  discovered  to  his  mind  as  an  object  to  afpire 
after,  being  flrengthened  to  refign  his  foul  to 
the  divine  will ;  in  this  flate  of  refignation,  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs  arofe  in  him  with  healing 
and  reftoring  virtue,  whereby  his  old  felf,  and 
the  whole  carnal  mind,  with  all  that  dwelt  there- 
in, felf-love,  pride,  evil  thoughts  and  evil  de- 
fires,  with  the  whole  corruption  of  the  fir  ft  Hate 

and 
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and  natural  life,   were  wounded  and  flain,    his  c  h  a  p. 
mind  became  ferene  and  free  from  anxiety,  in  a     vn. 
ftate  like  that  of  a  little  child.  **■*"*" — J 

Thefe  fecret   operations  were  confined  to  his     l^9!- 
own   bread,  fo  that  no  man  knew  any  thing  of 
them  ;  only  an  alteration  was  perceived  in  him, 
but  the  caufe  unfeen.     He  put  off  his  ufual  airs, 
his  jovial  conduct   and   addr-efs  ;  laid    afide  his 
fword  ;  burnt  his  instruments  of  mufic  ;  diverted 
himfelf  of  the  fuperfluous  part  of   his  apparel, 
confining  himfelf  to  that  which  was  decent,  plain 
and   ufeful.     He   declined   the  public  worfhip ;  He  deciinet 
but  not  with  a  defign  to  join  himfelf   to  anyjj*rffc 
other  feci:.     For  he  was  apt  to  conclude,  from 
what  he  had  obferved,  that  thefe  inward  mani- 
feflations    were   peculiar   to    himfelf,    and  that 
there  was  not  any  people,  with  whom  he  might 
properly  afTociate. 

Continuing  in  filence  and  folitude  he  ad- 
vanced in  religious  experience,  and  with  this 
experience  his  inward  peace  and  confolation 
encreafed.  In  this  ftate  of  his  mind  he  was  led 
into  a  confederation  of  the  ftates  of  many  per- 
fons  in  the  national  way  of  worfhip,  as  alfo 
among  the  diffenters  of  divers  denominations ; 
for  although  he  received  his  education  in  the 
way  of  the  church  of  England,  he  had  no  aver- 
fion  to  any  clafs  profeffing  the  chriilian  name  ; 
but  occafionally  heard  feveral  forts,  but  did  not 
fully  approve  any  feci:  in  all  things,  as  he  came 
to  confider  them  clofely  ;  yet  obferving  many, 
who  feemed  men  of  fincerity,  and  to  have  good 
intentions  in  their  refpeclive  modes  of  worfhip, 
he  began  to  queftion  whether  it  might  not  be 
through  his  own  fault,  for  want  of  the  true 
knowledge  of  God  heretofore,  that  he  did  not 
Z  1  enjoy 
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c  h  a  p.  enjoy  his  prefence  among  them,  as   he  had  done 
|  in  his  retirement  ;  and  therefore  determined  to 

1601  S°  aS?^  ari^  ^ee5  an^  accordingly  he  went  to 
the  public  worfhip  at  the  place  called  St.  Cuth- 
bert's  in  Carlifle,  and  although  he  retired  in  his 
mind,  to  feel  after  the  divine  prefence,  as  he  was 
wont  to  do  in  his  folitary  waiting,  he  found  hini- 
felf  veiled  in  daiknefs,  arid  ericompaffed  in 
trouble,  to  that  degree,  that  it  was  only  in  regard 
to  decency  he  could  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
tarry  till  their  worship  was  ended,  which  being 
over  he  returned  to  his  chamber  in  trouble,  and 
went  not  among  them  any  more.  But  though 
he  declined  all  outward  worlhip,  determining  to 
follow  the  Lord,  wherefoever  he  might  fee  n-ood 
to  lead  him  ;  yet  he  found  his  mind  clothed  with 
univerfal  charity  and  benevolence,  to  all  man- 
kind of  every  denomination. 

In  his  f(  Lrtude  at  a  certain  time  the  people 
called  Quakers  were  fudderJy,  and  with  fome 
furprize,  brought  to  his  mind,  with  an  inipre£ 
fion  fuffieiently  Jeep,  to  induce  a  fecret  inclina- 
tion to  enquire  after  them,  their  principles  and 
manner  of  worfliip. 
Hegoestoa  An  opportunity  presented  in  the  5th  month 
meeting  of   ifiqi    when  meeting  with  a  member  of  that  fo- 

tne  (Quakers     „   J    *  .    .     °         .     .  .  .  r 

atBfough-  ciety,  and    enquiring    of    him   concerning   fome 
ton*  points  of  their   religion,  he  perceived  no  mate- 

rial difference  between  their  fentimehts  and  Ins 
own,  and  being  invited  by  the  friend  to  accom- 
pany him  next  day  (being  the  fVrft  day  of  the 
week)  to  their  meeting  at  Broughton,  he  readily 
complied. 

The  meeting  at  their  arrival  being  fully  ga- 
thered, he  fat  down  among  the  throng  of  the 
people  in  inward  retirement.     And   though  one 

of 
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of  their  ministers  began  to  fpeak,  yet  his  atten-  CHAP, 
tion  was  more  turned  to  what.pafTed  in  his  own     vn. 
miniJ,  with  a  defire  to  gain  an  intelligence,  whe-  ^-^v^' 
ther  the  Lord  owned  them  with  his  prefence  in     l^9l- 
their  religious  aiTembHes,  than  to  the  doctrine  at 
that  time  delivered,  and  he  Toon  received  a  con- 
vincing evidence  of  what  he  defired  to  know. 

For  not  long  after  he  fat  down  amongft  them,  in  whichhe 
the  like  divine  power,  which  he  had  of  late  been  isf;,v'"" ";i 

c  ,.,,.,.  .  .  with  tor.io- 

iavoured  with  in  his  private  retirements,  over-iati0n, 
fhadowed  his  mind  with  abundant  confolation  ; 
and  whereas  from  general  obfervation,  he  had 
perceived  the  prevailing  formality  in  religious 
profeflion  amongft  the  various  feds  and  denomi- 
nations, contenting  themfelves  in  that  religion, 
which  was  merely  the  effect  of  education  or  tra- 
dition, he  was  ready  to  apprehend  himfelf,  like 
the  prophet,  alone,  in  this  inward  experience  of 
the  refining  work  of  the  warning  of  regenera- 
tion, and  the  mental  confolation  in  confequence 
thereof,  he  now  perceived  that  herein  he  was 
miftaken  ;  for  he  was  convinced,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  fame  divine  prefence  and  holy  influence 
attended  the  greatell  part  of  the  meeting,  and vvIluh  ,ie 

i  1  i  n      j  r     1  •  .-      i»    •        perceives 

that  under   tne    ihadow  01  tne  wing  or    divine  was  the  cafe 
power  they   fat   with  great  delight :    Under  this Wltn,        „ 

r  J     T  o  O  .  greater  part 

edifying  fenfation  they  felt  themfelves  mutually  of  the 
comforted  and  united,  and  made  one  another's  n'£ctin°' 
joy  in  the  Lord.  For  the  friends  there  being 
generally  fenfible,  he  was  affected  and  tendered 
with  them  by  the  influence  of  the  truth,  they 
made  profeflion  of  and  concluded  he  had  at  that 
time,  and  not  before,  been  convinced  thereof, 
their  joy  .  as  as  at  the  return  of  a  peni- 
tent. Ana  his  joy  was  in  the  view  of  reforma- 
tion fo   far  advanced   in  the  earth ;  when   not 

long 
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c  h  a  p.  long  before  he  had  thought,  there  had  been  fcarce 
VII.     any  true  and  living  faith  or  knowledge  of  God 

v — * — *  in  the  world. 
1 69 1.         From  this  time,  he  continued  to  attend  their 


He  conti- 


.    meetings,  as  he  had  opportunity,  and  as  he  be- 
tend  thdr    came  more  intimately  acquainted  with  them,  he 

meetings.      ^     ^    ^^    ^  ^^    ^.^     ^j^    ^^    dai]y 

i lengthened,  and  was  not  afhamed  on  the  fol- 
lowing occalion  openly  to  acknowledge  himfelf  a 
member  of  their  fociety,  although  lo  generally 
defpifed  by  the  world. 

.At  the  time  of  the  aflizes  at  Carlifle,  an  ac- 
quaintance of  his  applied  to  him,  in  regard  to  a 
fuit  he  had  to  come  on  the  next  day  for  the 
fvreatefl  part  of  his  property  ;  and  Thomas  being 
the  only  witnefs  to  the  deeds  of  conveyance  he 
could  at  prefent  procure,  he  defired  him  not  to 
fail  giving  his  attendance  at  the  court  early  the 
next  morning.  Thomas,  in  anfwer  to  his  requeft, 
faid,  u  I  am  concerned  it  mould  fall  out  fo  (for 
he  had  a  friendly  regard  for  the  man,  and  law 
his  cafe  was  very  hard)  "  but  1  will  appear,  if 
"  it  pleafe  God,  and  teflify  what  1  know  in  the 
"  matter,  and  do  what  1  can  for  you  in  that 
"  way  ;  but  I  cannot  fwear."  This  anfwer  got 
the  better  of  the  man's  patience,  fo  far  as  to 
make  him  in  a  pafiion  reply  with  an  oath, 
"  What !  you  are  not  a  Quaker  fure  !"  As  he 
had  neither  hitherto  received  from  others,  nor 
allumed  himfelf  this  appellation,  nor  as  yet  faw 
whether  he  had  fo  much  unity  with  all  their 
tenets,  as  might  juflify  him  in  adopting  the 
name,  he  continued  filent  and  attentive  to  the 
truift  in  his  own  mind,  till  clear  in'-vs  under- 
OwnsHm-  (landing  what  anfwer  to  make,  and  then  he  faid, 
fcU»qua-  u  j  mufl  confefs  thc  truth    j  am  a  Quaker." 

This 
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This  plain  confcffion  encreafed  his  peace,  and  chap. 
his  acquaintance's  perplexity  and  vexation,  whofe  vii. 
cafe  appeared  to  him  hereby  rendered  defperate  j  v — *-**-* 
fo  that  in  the  height  of  his  paffion  he  threatened  l69,# 
to  have  Thomas  fined  and  proceeded  againfr. 
with  the  ut mod  rigour  of  the  law,  exclaiming, 
"  What  !  mud  I  lofe  my  eftate  for  your  ground- 
"  Iefs  notions  and  whims  ?**  Thomas  Stoiy  was 
not  free  from  anxiety  in  confequence  of  this 
menace,  under  the  probable  profpe£t  of  fining 
and  imprifonment,  and  of  little  help  from  his 
father  or  friends,  but  rather  of  their  difpleafure 
at  fuch  an  unaccountable  fcruple,  as  it  would 
appear  to  them,  After  fome  time  of  filent  me- 
ditation he  felt  flrength  to  refign  himfelf  to  the 
divine  difpofal,  under  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
good  intention,  and  therein  found  his  anxiety 
vanifh,  and  his  mind  center  in  ferenity.  And 
next  morning,  as  he  was  going  up  to  the  court- 
houfe,  in  expectation  of  being  called  as  a  wit- 
nefs  in  the  cafe  aforementioned,  he  met  his  ac- 
quaintance in  a  very  diiferent  difpontion  from 
that,  in  which  he  had  left  him  the  night  before, 
for  with  a  chearful  countenance,  denoting  friend- 
fhip  and  affection,  he  faid,  "  I  can  tell  you  good 
"  news  ;  my  adverfary  hath  yielded  the  caufe, 
"  we  are  agreed,  to  my  iati&faclion.*' 

He  continued  diligently  to  attend  ihe  meet*  He  men 


ings  of  this  people,  where,  in  a  fta;e  of  filence, * *M* "» ** 
his  heart  was  frequently  tendered  and  broken, 
os  well  as  under  a  powerful  living  miniftry  ;  d  and 


fome  years  after  his  joining  this  fociety,  he  re- 
ceived a  gift  in  the  miniflry  himfelf;  and  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  travelling  in  the  ex- 

crcife 

H  T.  Story's  life,  p.  46. 
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c  H  a  p.  ercife    thereof,  for    the    edification   of    his   bre- 
vn-     thren,  and  the  convincement  of  others,   in  molt 
v-/rv"v-''  parts  of  the  Britifh   dominions,  on  both  fides  of 
1 69 1.    jjjg  Atlantic;     There  were  few  of  his   cotempo- 
raries  more  diligent,  or  more  eftecmed  for  their 
goipel  labours,  than  he  was,  not  only  within  the 
fociety,  but  alio  without,  the  meetings  which  he 
vifitcd,   being  frequently  attended  with  a  nume- 
rous concourfe  of  people  of  other  focieties. 

His  coriverfion    gave    confiderable    uneafinefs 
to   his   relations,  particularly   his   father,  chiefly 
becaufe  it  croffed  his  views  as  to  his  fon's  rifing 
to  eminence   in   that  line  for  which  he  dcfigned 
him ;     for    Thomas   clearly    perceived    that    the 
practice    of  the    law,    and    being   converfant   in 
frequent  fuits  and  contelts  of  the  world,  would 
difturb  the  peace  and  ferenity   of  his   mind,  ex- 
pofe  him  to  many  temptations,  and  be   the  pro- 
bable means  of  preventing  his   advancement  in 
religious  experience,  and   an  obftruclion   to    the 
fulfilling    of   his   duty,    he  therefore  finally   re- 
folvcd  to  decline  the  practice  of  the  law,  though 
the  only  thing  deligned  as  the  means  to  procure 
him  a  living  ;  accordingly  the  next  perfons  who 
came  to  employ   him   in  bufinefs  of  that   kind, 
he  refuted,  telling  them   he   mould  not   under- 
take bufinefs  of  that  kind  any  more. 
1692.         In  this  vear  Stephen .  Crifp  of  Colchefter  ter- 
rh'irii't '    rmmated  a  life  of  righteoufnefs  and  repute,  very 
Stephen      much,  and  very  fuccefsfully  employed  in  propa- 
Crifp.         gating   the   doctrines    of  truth,  as    held    by   the 
people   called  Quakers,  amongft   whom  he  was 
diftinguiihed  for  his  labours  in  the  miniftry,  and 
,  for  his    eminent    qualifications   for  fervice.     He 

was  born  at  Colchefter  in  Elfex  iri  the  year  16 
where  he  received  his  education,  at  a  time  when 

religion 
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religion  lay  much  in  feeking  after  truth  and  pu- C  hap. 
rity,  rather  than  fettling' in  any  eftablifhed  form.  -  vn. 
This  friend  appears  to  have  been  one  of  thofe,  ^^v-"^ 
who  were  flbrioufly  engaged  in  feeking  a  religion,  l692- 
wherein  he  might  find  red  to  his  foul  ;  but  was 
feeking  many  years  before  he  could  find  it.  For 
from  an  early  age  he  had  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  therein  was  favoured  with  light  to 
cliflinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  and  with  ear- 
ned defires  to  obtain  power  over  the  evil  and 
corruptions  of  nature  ;  that  he  might  purfue  af- 
ter that  goodnefs,  he  had  a  difcerning  of,  without 
obftruclion  :  In  order  whereto,  he  became  a  very 
attentive  hearer  and  regarder  of  thofe  reputed 
the  beft  miniders,  and  even  'at  this  tender  age 
gave  himfelf  up  to  reading,  and  reforted  to  hear 
fermons  with  as  much  chearfulnefs,  as  other  chil- 
dren reforted  to  their  play  and  diverhons  ;  and 
yet  could  not  meet  with  what  he  was  feeking 
after  ;  power  over  his  infirmities,  nor  a  founda- 
tion to  reft  upon  with  fecurity.  He  went  from 
preacher  to  preacher,  and  from  one  focicty  to 
another,  till  wearied  out  with  his  fruitlefs  fearch 
he  detached  himfelf  from  clofe  connection  with 
every  vifible  fociety ;  but  wandered  up  and 
down,  fometimes  to  one  feci  of  people,  fometinYes 
to  another,  taking  a  (harp  irifpeclion  into  their 
lives  and  doctrines,  though  he  confeifes,  he  left 
his  own  garden  undrefTed,  until  many  noifome 
weeds  overgrew.  He  began  to  lake  delight  in 
airy  and  mirthful  company,  and  indulging  him- 
felf in  a  participation  of  their  pleasures  ;  but  in 
the  mid  ft  of  his  mirth,  the  reproofs  of  the  mo- 
nitor in  his  own  bread  followed  him  with  drong 
convictions,  and  finally  put  a  dop  to  his  devia- 
tion.    He   then    renewed  his   enquiries   of   one 

kind 
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.kind  of  profeffors  and  another,  and  how  peace 
and  aflurance  might  be  attained.  Amongft  the 
reft,  falling  in  with  the  baptifts,  they  told  him 
the  only  way  was  to  be  obedient  to  the  com- 
mands and  ordinances  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  to  imi- 
tate the  primitive  faints  ;  to  walk  in  church  or- 
der and  communion,  where  every  one  had  the 
flrength  of  many  ;  and  all  the  church  are  bound 
to  watch  over  every  member.  To  thefe  fentx- 
ments  he  yielded  atTent,  joined  them  in  commu- 
nion, and  fubmitted  to  their  mode  of  baptifm, 
expecting  to  attain  thereby  greater  power  over 
fin  than  before  ;  but  found  it  not  to  be  the  bap- 
tifm which  now  faveth,  being  only  a  warning 
away  of  the  filth  of  the  flefh  ;  which  conveyed 
not  the  ability  he  was  looking  for,  to  attain  the 
ctTential  part,  the  anPwer  of  a  good  confcience 
toward  God  ;  and  though  he  Prove  much  in  the 
s  ftrength  of  his  own  will  and  wifdom,  to  fubdue 
bis  inclination  to  levity  and  jocularity,  and  by  a 
more  flayed  ai-i  fober  conduct  to  contribute  to 
the  reputation  of  the  religion  he  had  chofen,  that 
he  might  not  appear  to  have  run  and  changed  all 
in  vain,  yet  he  iliil  felt  that  he  continued  to  want 
what  he  wanted  before,  power  to  gain  the  vic- 
tory over  his  corruptions  ;  he  therefore  was  in- 
duced to  look  for  fomething  more  fub'ftantial 
than  figns  and  fnadows,  being  impreiTed  with  a 
belief,  that  a  way  would  be  revealed,  fupeiicr  to 
all  he  had  been  acquainted  with,  though  he 
knew  not  what  it  might  be. 

This  was  about  the  time  that  the  people  dif- 
tingi'iihed  by  the  contemptuous  denomination 
of  Quakers  became  the  fubjett  of  much  conver- 
fation,  generally  in  the  line  of  cenfure  and  con- 
tumely j  he  could  hear  no  good  report  of  them, 

only 


PEOPLE    c  a  l  i.  d    QJJ  AKERS.  363 

only  they  were  univerfally  the  objects  of  fcorn  c  h  a  p. 
and  averfion,    evil    treatment    and    periecution,      vn. 
and  that   they   were  remarkable  for  bearing  all  v--^v>^; 
the   injuries,    to  which  they  were   expofed  with     l(>9z< 
patience.     This  feemed  to   have   a  different  ef- 
fect upon  him  from  what  it  had  upon   many  of 
thofe  he  converfed  with  ;  for  he  was  in  expec- 
tation  that   when  this  way,  which  he  looked  for 
as    more    perfect,    than    what  he    had    hitherto 
found,  fhould  be  difcovered,  it  would  be  hated 
and  perfecuted  ;  whereby  he  was  influenced  with 
a   ftrong   defire,  that  fome  of   the  miniilers  of 
that  denomination  might  vifit  their  parts,  as  he 
heard  they  had  done  fundry   other  parts  of  the 
nation;  and  it  was   not  long  'till  James  Parnel  He »?  cm- 
came  to  Colchefter,  in  the  year  1655,  by  whpfe the'prindi- 
miniftry    and    converfation    Stephen    Crifp    was  r'es  of  th* 
effectually  convinced,  as  hath  been   already  re-c^o^kers 
lated  in  its. place  *,     After  his  convincement  hebythemi- 
had  many  conflicts  to  endure,  before  he  attained  jamespar- 
the  defire  of  his  foul ;  he  found  he  muff  put  off"el- 
the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  his  words,  his  ima- 
ginations and  his  wifdom  ;  take  up  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  and  bear  it  upon  him  ;  which  as  he  wil- 
lingly fubmitted  to,  he  found  it  be  to  him,   that 
which  he  had  been  feeking  from  his  childhood, 
even  the  power  of  God,  whereby  he  was  cru- 
cified  to   the  world,  and   the  world  unto  him. 
By  thefe  means  attaining  experience  in  the   re- 
deeming work  of  true   religion,  he  became  in 
due  time  qualified  for  fervice  in  the  church,  firfl 
in   the  difcipline,  in   the  care  and  overfight  of 
the  poor,  which  care  he  difcharged  with  fidelity, 
both  in  adminiffring  advice  and  relief,  as  exi- 
gency 

*  Sec  Vol.  I.  page  1S2. 
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c  11  a  p.  gency  required  ;   and   afterwards  in  the  work  of 
VII.      the    miniftry,    in  the  exercife    whereof  he    was 

y~^~^~>^>  zealous    and    diligent,    travelling    much  abroad 
1"??-     for   the   edifying   of  his  friends,  and  encreafing 

a minifter  their. number,  being  made  inftrumental  to  con- 
vince many  others  in  various  places  and  nations. 
His  fir  ft  profpect  as  to  going  abroad  to  exercife 

and  travels  his  gift   was  to  Scotland,  but  many  difficulties 

land.  presented  themfelves  in  his  way  ;  his  own  ina- 
bility, the  care  of  his  family,  his  fervice  in  his 
own  meeting,  were  pleas  which  he  would  wil- 
lingly have  advanced  to  have  gotten  himfelf  ex- 
cufed  from  this  fervice,  but  found  he  could  not 
keep  that  peace  of  mind,  which  he  had  through 
faithfulnefs  rheafurably  obtained,  and  which  was 
now  of  more  value  with  him  than  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniencies  of  life,  without  being- 
faithful  to  manifested  duty  in  this  profpect  ; 
wherefore,  after  vifiting  his  friends  infbme  neigh- 
bouring meetings  in  EfTex  and  Suffolk,,  he  gave 
up  ail  in  obedience  to  the  divine  requirings, 
and  arrived  in  Scotland  in  the  ninth  month, 
1659,  where  travelling  through  various  parts  of 
that  nation  that  winter  on  foot,  his  labour  was 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  feveral  being  convinced 
thereby.  About  mid-winter  be  returned  to 
Khgkmd  by  the  weitern  road,  through  Weft- 
morelar.d  and  Lancafhire,  &c  as  he  had  made 
his  way  from  home  through  Lincoln'hire  and 
Yorklhire,  and  arrived  fafe  at  his  own  habitation 
in  much  thankfulnefs  to  that  divine  power, 
whofe  prefence  had  attended  him,  and  whole 
providential  arm  had  ]  reft  rved  and  reftored  him 
in  peace  ami  fafety  to  bus  beloved  wife  and  chil- 
dren, after  an  abience  of  five  or  fix  months. 

He 
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He   divided  his  future  time  between  his  out-  chap. 
ward  occupation    and  the   rcquifite  care  of  his      vn. 
family,  and  the  filling  up  his  fervice  in  the  caufe  ' — * — ' 
of  religion,  as  he  felt  the  impulfe  of  duty.    His     l692« 
fucceeding  travels  for  propagating  gofpel   truths 
were  frequent  through   the  greateft  part  of  his 
life.     He  vifited  the  northern  and  weftern  coun-  He  vifits  fc- 
ties,  and  other  parts  of  England,  feveral   times  ^j/j1^ 
over  ;  but  the  care  of  the   churches   which  had 
been   gathered   principally    by    the    minirtry    of 
William  Caton  and  William  Ames  in  Holland  but  Holland 
and   Germany  (now    thefe   labourers    who    had  p^paY 1C 
lived  amongfl  them   for  fome    time,    were    re- field  of  h;* 
moved  by  death)  fell  molt  weightily  upon  him.  b°upres 
He  croffed  the  German  oceanaio  lefs  than  thir-abroad- 
teen  times,  on  religious  vifits  to  thefe  countries, 
which  the  friends  of  thefe  parts  efleemed  a  fa- 
vour  of  divine   providence,  that  juft  about  the 
juncture  of  time  in  which  they  were  deprived  of 
the  iervices   of  the  aforefaid  minifters,  Stephen 
Crifp,    under    the    impulfe    of    love    and  duty, 
mould  be  drawn  to   vifit   them,  to  exercife  his 
religious  care    over   and    his    miniflry    amongfl 
them.     In  the  difcharge  hereof  his  diligence  and 
his   attention  to  all  their  concerns  were  remark- 
ably confpicuous,  not  only  in  his  public  mini- 
ftry,  but  in  his  vifits  to  private  families  and  par- 
ticular perfons  he  was  very  zealoufly  engaged  to 
impart   counfel   and  inflrudion,  as  occafion   re- 
quired.    And    not    only  in  word   and    doctrine 
were  his  labours  exerted,  but  he  frequently  em- 
ployed his  pen  for   the   fpreading  of  the  prin- 
ciples   of  truth,  in   the    defence  thereof  againft 
oppofcrs,  and  for  the  refuting  of  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  and  calumnies  raifed  againft  it.     His 
doctrine  at  firft  was  expounded  by  an  interpre- 
ter, 
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c  ii  a  p.  ter,  but  afterwards  he  attained  a  knowledge  of 
v*i-      the  Low  Dutch  language,  whereby  he  was  qua- 

v-"*v^-'  lifted  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  tongue. 
1^>'J2'  In  fine,  amongft  them  he  exercifed  the  office  of 
a  bifliop  without  the  title,  according  to  the  apof- 
tle's  inftruction  to  Timothy,  2  Kpift.  iv.  1. 
"  Preach  the  word,  be  initant  in  feafon  ;  out 
"  of  feafon  ;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all 
"  long  fullering  and  doctrine." 

And  as  he  was  fo  eminent  for  his  ufefulnefs 
in  this  fociety,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  he  could 
efcape  the  perfecution,  to  which  all  his  friends 
were  expofed  in  the  age  wherein  he  lived.  Af- 
ter his  return  from  Scotland  he  Raid  but  a  fhort 
time  at  home  'till  his  apprehenfion  of  duty  drew 

Htsimpri-  h}m  to  yifit  the  city  of  London,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  to  the  north  of  England, 
where  his  labours  were  conducive  to  the  con- 
verting of  feveral  people  from  darknefs  to  light  ; 
and  while  he  was  profperoufly  engaged  in  his 
fervice  the  fifth-monarchy- men  made  their  in- 
furrection,  in  confequence  whereof  a  general 
imprifonment  of  the  members  of  this  fociery 
enfued.  Stephen  Crifp  at  this  time  was  travel- 
ling in  the  county  of  Durham,  and  being  at  a 
meeting  at  Simon  Townfend's  in  Norton,  was 
taken  thence  by  Captain  Bcllafifc  with  a  party  of 
foldiers,  with  fix  other  friends,  and  call  into 
prifon  (nigh  two  hundred  miles  from  home)  as 
were  many  others,  to  the  number  of  an  hun- 
dred ;  fome  taken  from  their  work  in  the  fields, 
others  from  inns  on  their  travels.  Here  he  was 
detained  in  prifon  'till  releafed  by  the  king's 
proclamation  the  next  year,   1CC1.     In  the  fame 

year 


CcfTc. 
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year  he  was  apprehended  at  a  meeting  at  Har-  chap. 
wich,  and  by  a  juftice  of  peace  there,  who  had  vu* 
ordered  his  mittimus  to  be  written  before  his  ' — v — ' 
examination,  committed  to  prifon.  In  the  year  :^9Z- 
1663  a  grievous  perfecution  of  this  people  broke 
out  at  Colchefter  b,  where  William  Moore, 
mayor,  exerted  the  utmoft  of  his  authority  to 
opprefs  them,  and  on  the  25  th  of  October  for- 
cibly broke  up  the  meeting,  and  committed  Ste- 
phen Crifp  and  John  Pike  to  prilbn  ;  but  how 
long  he  was  detained  in  thefe  two  laft  impri- 
fonments  I  have  no  account.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1670  he  was  again  imprifoned  at 
Ipfwich  in  Suffolk,  at  the  iniligadon  of  a  prieff. , 
who  had  contrived  to  get  him  imprifoned  about 
two  years  before  ;  he  was  now  committed  on 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  Charles  II.  which  enacts 
for  the  firft  offence  a  fine  not  exceeding  5I.  or 
elfe  imprifonment,  not  exceeding  three  months. 
Upon  his  trial  at  the  affizes,  the  judge,  R.  Rainf- 
ford,  fuffered  his  paffion  to  get  the  better  of  his 
recollection  fo  far  as  to  condemn  him  in  the 
penalty  of  5I.  and  imprifonment  'till  he  mould 
pay  the  fame  ;  but  afterwards  recognizing  his 
error,  he  fent  an  order  for  his  releafe  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  months.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  year  a  new  ad  againft  conventicles 
coming  in  force,  Stephen  Crifp  was  again  taken 
by  foidiers  from  the  meeting  at  Horilydown, 
South wark,  and  fined  20I.  for  preaching  there. 

In  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  being  much  af- is  much  af- 
flicted by  the  done,  he  was  difabled  from  travel-  Jj3**  wi* 
ling  as  heretofore  ;  but  flill  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  truth,  and  the  caufe  thereof,  and  pro- 
moting 

b  See  Vol.  II.  p.  22. 
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err  AP.nioting    the   profperity    of    friends   therein,    he 
vi*«     divided  his  time  pretty  much  between  his  native 

,l^v^J  place  and  the  city  of  London,  as  the  place 
cac-  vyhere  lie  could  be  mod  extenfively  ferviceable. 
He  was  very  diligent  and  exemplary  in  attend- 
ing meetings,  in  preaching  the  gofpei,  in  pro- 
voking to  love  and  good  works,  in  joining 
friends  in  the  city  in  their  folicitations  to  govern- 
ment ;  circumfoect  in  converfation,  and  in  every 
practice  and  every  virtue,  whereby  he  might 
promote  the  peace  and  profperity  of  his  bre- 
thren, and  edify  them  in  love  to  God  and  one 
unto  another,  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry 
he  was  ready  and  clear  in  expreflion,  agreeable 
in  his  manner  of  delivery,  -<\nd  preaching  the 
heartfelt  truths  of  his  own  experience,  he 
reached  and  affected  the  hearts  of  his  auditory 
with  convincing  evidence  of  the  weight  and  truth 
of  his  doctrine.  The  meetings  which  he  attend- 
cd  were  frequently  crouded  by  a  refort  of  people 
of  other  profeffions,  both  at  home  and  in  his 
foreign  travels,  being  efteemed  by  others,  as  < 
as  friends,  an  eminent  minifter  of  the  gofpei. 

lie  was  alio  a  very  ufeful  member,  and  well 
cuali.'kd  for  fervice  in  the  difcipline  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  being  a  man  of  a'  good  natural  under- 
{landing,  of  acute  difcernment  and  penetration, 
whereby  he  was  enabled  to  give  found  judgment 
in  matters  under  deliberation  in  meetings  of 
difcipline.  lie  was  not  only  charitably  engaged 
in  a  religious  care  over  the  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  their  prefervation  from  evil  and  encou- 
ragement in  well-doing,  but  actively  affiftant  to 
his  friends  and  others,  efpecially  widows  and 
orphans,  by  advice  and  otherwise,  in  the  ma- 
nagement 
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nagement  of  their  outward  affairs,  for  which  he  c  h  a  p. 
had  a  capacity  beyond  many.  |    ^ 

Having  thus  fpent  a  life  here  of  devotion  to  6 
the  fervice  of  God  and  man,  he  was  well  pre-  His  kit  iii- 
pared  for  his  tranflation  to  a  better.  His  dif-J^JJld 
order  gathering  ftrength,  he  fuffered  great  bo-  therein, 
dily  pain,  which  he  bore  with  exemplary  pa- 
tience to  the  laft.  George  Whitehead  vifiting 
him  about  four  days  before  his  deceafe,  he  faid, 
I  fee  an  end  of  mortality,  but  cannot  come  at  it. 
I  defire  the  Lord  to  deliver  me  out  of  this  trouble  - 
feme  and  painful  body  ':  yet  there  is  no  cloud  in 
my  iv ay  ;  /  have  full  ajfurance  of  my  -peace  with 
God  in  Chrijl  jfefus,  my  integrity  and  uprightnefs 
of  heart  is  known  to  the  Lord,  and  I  have  peace 
and  juftifi cation  in  Chrijl  Jefus,  who  made  me  fo 
[upright  in  the  light  of  God.]  To  another  he 
faid,  /  have  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and 
have  run  my  ccurfe,  and  am  waiting  for  the  crown 
of  life  that  is  laid  up  for  me.  And  to  another, 
Serve  the  truth  for  the  fimple  truth's  fake,  and 
it  will  preferve  thee  as  it  hath  done  me.  He 
defired  his  dear  love  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  be  re- 
membered to  all  his  friends,  and  on  the  28th 
day  of  the  9th  month,  1692,  he  departed  this 
life  at  Wandfworth  in  Surry  near  London,  in 
the  64th  year  of  his  age.  His  body  was  re- 
moved to  the  meeting-houfe  in  Grace-Church- 
itreet,  London,  and  from  thence  accompanied 
by  many  friends  and  others  to  friends'  burying 
ground  at  Bunhill  fields.  Several  lively  tefti- 
monies  were  borne  to  the  power  of  that  truth, 
whereby  he  had  been  made  honourable  through 
life,  and  rendered  happy  at  his  clofe. 

Vol.  III.  A  a  The 
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chap.  The  people  called  Quakers,  who  were  ftill 
VJi.  fubject  to  many  great  injuries  and  inconvenien- 
v— -v""-  cies  by  reafon  of  their  confcientious  fcruple  to 
\&93:  take  an  oath,  were  encouraged  by  the  apparently 
apply  to e  5  more  liberal  and  moderate  temper  of  the  times, 
parliament  [n  confequence  of  the  late  revolution,  to  apply 
to  accept  '  by  petition  to  the  parliament  for  relief  in  this 

affirmatlTn"  ca^e»  Pray*nS  tnat  a  b^  might  be  ena&ed,  by 
inftcadof  which  their  folemn  affirmation  or  negation  might 
an  oath.  ^e  ajmitte(j  inftead  of  a  formal  oath.  The 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, who  reported,  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  Quakers  ought 
to  be  relieved  according  to  the  prayer  of  their  pe- 
tition. 

But  inveterate  prejudices  were  yet  too  ftrong, 
and  the  accuftomed  propenfity  to  perfecution, 
too  prevalent  with  many  of  the  members  of  the 
parliament,  to  yield  them  the  defired  relief. 
The  opponents  of  the  bill  found  means  to  retard 
its  progrefs,  and  to  prevent  it  from  palling  this 
feffion.  Friends  renewed  their  application  the 
fucceeding  year,  and  having  drawn  up  a  flate 
of  their  cafe  in  refpect  to  oaths,  figned  in  their 
behalf  by  Theodore  Eccleftone,  they  prefentc  d  it 
to  the  members  of  parliament,  being  as  fol- 
io we  th  : 


"  A  brief 
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"  A  brief  reprefentation  of  the  Quakers  cafec  hap. 
"  of  not  fwearing  ;   and  why  they  might      vn. 
"  have  been,  and  yet  may  be  relieved  there-  v-^v-*-' 
"  in,  by  parliament.  l694« 

"  'Tis  a  certain  truth,  that  among  Chriflians,  Thereupon 
"  and  Proteflants    efpecially,    there    are  divers  tonejntheir 
"  particular   things   about    religion,    confcienti- b^half'§lves 
"  oufly  fcrupled  by  fome  as  unlawful,  that  others  bers  of  rar- 
"  efteem  orthodox  :    and  therefore  it  is  not  to  J.iam^aa 
"  be   wondered,   that  the  Quakers   differ  from  tion  of  their 
"  many  others  (though   not    from    all)   in  this cafc- 
"  cafe  of  oaths ;   they  believing  they  are  abfo- 
"  lutely  forbid   to  fwear  in  any  cafe,  by  that 
"  pofitive  command   of  Chrift,   Matth.  v.   34. 
"  and  the    earned   exhortation    of  his   apoftle, 
"  yames  v.  12.      And   that    this    is    undeniably 
"  their    Chriitian   perfuafion,    is    evidenced   by 
"  their   fufferings   thefe    many    years    for    not 
"  fwearing. 

"  And  therefore  their  cafe  may  be  worth  the 
"  charitable  notice  of  the  government,  by  law 
"  to  relieve  them  therein ;  and  not  for  their  re- 
"  ligious  perfuafion,  to  continue  them  and  their 
"  families  expofed  to  ruin,  who  among  their 
"  neighbours  chearfully  pay  to  the  fupport  of 
"  the  government,  and  by  their  trades  and  in- 
"  duflry  (according  to  their  capacities)  advance 
"  the  national  flock. 

"  It  may  therefore  be  humbly  offered,  that  it 
"  is  not  the  intereft  of  the  government  to  refufe 
"  them  relief. 

"  Their  induflry  in   trade,    both  at  fea  and 

"  land,  bringing  profit  to  the    government,  as 

"  well  as  others  ;   the  itation  they  (land  in,  as 

"  merchants,  farmers,   manufa&ors,   improvers 

A  a  3  "  of 
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of  lands  and  flocks,  is  advantageous  to  their 
neighbours  as  truly  as  others.  And  as  it  feems 
not  the  intereft  of  the  government  in  general, 
that  they  fhould  be  any  wavs  difcouraged  in 
honeft  induftry,  fo  neither  is  it  the  intereft 
"  of  an  eminent  part  of  the  government,  that 
"  they  fhould  not  be  relieved,  viz.  the  judges. 

"  For  the  frequent  fuits  that  are  brought 
"  againft  the  Quakers,  before  the  Chancery  and 
"  Exchequer  judges,  are  no  doubt  very  trou- 
"  blefome  and  burthenfome,  by  the  difficulty  of 
"  getting  at  a  juft  iffue,  for  want  of  fwearing  ; 
"  whereby  juftice  is  delayed,  and  their  caufes 
iC  often  held  very  long  ;  and  no  doubt  when 
"  juft  judges  fee  the  Quakers  wronged  and 
"  abufed,  and  cannot  relieve  them,  it  is  irkfome 
"  to  them  :  fo  that  it  is  humbly  conceived,  it 
"  would  be  a  great  eafe  to  thofe  courts,  to  have 
"  the  Quakers  relieved  in  this  cafe  of  oaths. 

"  Neither  is  it  without  advantage  to  the 
"  king's  other  courts,  to  be  able  to  ufe  the 
"  evidence  of  one  who  is  now  a  Quaker,  that 
"  perhaps  was  not  fo  fome  years  ago  ;  when 
"  he  was  a  witnefs  to  a  bill,  bond,  book-debt, 
"  or  deed  of  indenture ;  or  when  he  was 
"  fteward  or  truflee,  or  fervant,  either  to  per- 
"  Tons  of  quality,  or  to  others  of  trade,  or 
"  efl:ate. 

"  Nor  may  their  teftimony  be  unufeful  to 
"  coroners,  in  cafe  of  unnatural  deaths  ;  nor 
"  inconvenient  in  cafes  of  trefpafs  or  felony, 
"  &c. 

"  And  it  is  farther  propofed,  that  it  is  not  the 
"  intereft  of  the  fubject  to  continue  them  un- 
"  relieved  :  for  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  thofe 
"  the  Quakers  are  indebted  to  ;  becaufe,  though 

"  fuch 
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fuch    may   fue   and   harrafs   the  Quakers  in  c  h  a  p. 
perfon  and  eftate,  yet  they  may  long  want  a     vn. 
decifion  of  their  debt  or  claim,  as  to  the  right  ' — /-»-' 
of  it,  for  want  of  an  anfwer  upon  oath.  ^94- 

"  It  is  not  the  intereft  of  thofe  they  are  con- 
cerned with,  in  any  doubtful  cafe,  becaufe  of 
the  difficulty  to  come  to  trial. 
"  And  for  thofe  that  owe  money  to  the 
Quakers,  to  be  allowed  to  fly  into  Chancery 
for  a  refuge,  to  obitruct  paying  juft  debts,  is 
fuch  an  injury,  as  it  is  hoped  no  one  that 
is  rational  will  countenance,  or  defire  fliould 
be  continued  upon  them.  And  may  it  not 
then  be  afferted,  that  it  is  no  honeft  man's 
true  and  juft  intereft,  (to  have  the  Quakers 
denied  relief)  no  not  the  gown-men  of  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  whofe  few  fees  from  the  Quakers, 
as  plaintiffs,  might  fuggeft  (though  unduly) 
that  they  have  no  long-tailed  debts  to  fue  for, 
nor  titles  to  recover  ;  but  if  they  fo  fuppofe, 
it  is  a  miftake,  for  it  is  rather  their  defpair 
of  relief,  and  their  well-known  inability  to 
purfue  a  caufe,  that  is  their  common  deter- 
ment to  begin. 

"  So  that  of  all  caufes  that  croud  thofe  courts, 
few  are  brought  by  the  Quakers,  though  they 
may  need  it  as  much  as  others,  to  the  great 
lofs  of  the  learned  in  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
poor  injured  Quaker. 

"  And  one  might  think,  it  were  great  pity  an 
induftrious  people  fliould  be  kept  liable  to  all 
injurious  fuits,  and  fo  much  barred  from  fuing 
for  their  rights,  be  their  caufe  never  fo  reafon- 
able,  juft,  or  neceflary. 

"  Seeing  their  relief  is  to  them  fo  needful, 
fo  harmlefs  to  all,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  govern- 

"  ment, 
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chap"  ment,  and  their  neighbours ;   let  us  a  little 
"  confider   the  common  objections,  which   may 
6         "  be  fummed  up  in  fhort  thus  : 

"  Firft  objection,  How  Jhall  we  then  be  at  a 
"  certainty? 

"  Secondly,  Why  Jhould  the  laws  be  altered  for 
"  them?  For, 

"  Thirdly,    It   would  be   to   rafe   old  founda- 

(i  tlons  : 

"  Fourthly,  And  let  them  into  the  govern- 
"  ment. 

"  Which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  difficult  to 
"  anfwer  one  by  one,  and  that  to  reafonable  fa- 
"  tisfaction. 

"  And  to  the  firft,  viz.  The  doubt  of  certainty. 
il  It  may  be  rationally  affirmed,  that  whofoever 
"  is  bound  to  tell  the  truth,  (efpecially  againft 
"  men's  own  intereft,  where  the  temptation,  if 
"  any,  mainly  lies)  fuch  are  either  fo  bound  by 
"  the  law  of  God,  or  the  laws  of  men,  or 
"  both. 

"  Now  the  obligations  by  the  law  of  God 
"  are  binding  on  good  men,  whether  they  give 
"  anfwers  on  oath,  or  on  their  folemn  affirma- 
*c  tion  in  the  fear  of  God ;  and  knaves  are  only 
"  bound  by  the  penal  laws  of  men;  which  if 
"  made  equally  fevere,  to  thofe  that  give  falla- 
"  cious  anfwers,  as  well  without  oath  as  by  oath, 
"  would  be  equally  effectual  and  binding,  both 
"  to  them  that  give  anfwers  without  fwearing, 
"  and  to  them  that  fwear. 

"  The 
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<£  The  fecond  objection,  that  it  would  be  an  CHAP. 
"  alteration  of  the  law ;  not  of  the  fubftance  of     vn. 
"  the  law,  but  of  a  circumftance  ;  and  if  that  ^^^r^J 
"  hath  no  detriment  in  it,  but  that  the  altera-     l694~ 
*'  tion  be  really  an  amendment,  and  a  conve- 
*'  niency  to  an  honeft,  induftrious  people,  pray 
"  why  mould  it  not  be  done  ?  what  feflions  of 
"  parliament  is  there,  that  panes,  but  fome  law 
"  or  other  is  made  for   the  eafe,  fecurity,  or 
"  relief  of  the  fubjecl:  ? 

"  If  foreigners  are  too  hard  for  our  fea-faring 
"  people,  out  goes  an  acl;  of  navigation  to  pre- 
"  vent  it. 

"  If  our  poor  at  home  want  filk  to  work  with, 
"  how  foon  is  it  granted,  (notwithftanding  the 
"  fame  acl:  J  to  come  over  land,  and  not  directly 
"  in  (hipping  from  the  places  of  its  produce,  as 
"  the  faid  acl:  before  did  enjoin :  and  fhall  the 
"  eafe  of  trade  be  fo  foon  granted  againit  a 
"  pofitive  ftatute  ;  and  the  eafe  of  confcience  be 
*c  fo  long  denied  in  this,  as  pofitive  a  command 
"  of  Chriit,  at  leafl  really  fo  believed  and  ac- 
"  cepted  ? 

"  And  for  the  third  objection,  that  it  is  to 
"  rafe  old  foundations.  Anfwer,  No,  as  it  was 
"  faid,  it  is  rather  to  mend  them  ;  a  proper 
"  work  for  parliaments. 

"  Did  not  parliaments  abrogate  Popery,  with 
<c  all  its  claim  of  antiquity  ?  did  not  a  parlia- 
"  ment  make  the  acl:  of  Habeas  Corpus  again(l 
"  the  claim  of  prerogative  ?  and  was  it  more 
"  reafonable  to  fecure  the  fubjecl:  from  perpe- 
"  tual  imprifonment  by  a  king  without  trial, 
"  than  it  is  to  fecure  one  fubjecl:  from  impri- 
"  foning  another  'till  death,  for  not  giving  an 
*  anfwer  in  Chancery  or  Exchequer  upon  oath? 

"  does 
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docs  it  belong  to  parliaments  to  fecurc  other 

fubjects  in  their  eftatcs,  liberties,  and  proper- 
Tec*/  "  tie$  *  anc^  1S  n  unParnamentary  t0  fccure  the 
"  Quakers  from  fequeftrations  againft  their  whole 
"  eitates  ?  becaufe  they  dare  not  comply  to  a 
"  circumftancc  of  the  law ;  when  (as  they  un- 
"  derftand  it)  it  is  againft  an  exprefs  command 
<{  of  Chrift  ?  furely  no  :  and  therefore  their  re- 
"  lief  in  parliament  is  a  fitting  cafe  to  be  there 
"  tenderly  taken  notice  of,  and  provided  for. 

"  May  it  not  then  be  well  worth  the  while 
"  for  this  prefent  parliament  to  relieve  thele 
"  diflreffed  people,  and  afford  their  fuffering 
"  cafe  redrefs  ?  that  thereby  their  caufes  may 
"  the  fooner  come  to  an  iffue  ;  whether  they  fue 
"  for  jufl  debts,  or  arc  fued  ;  whereby  many 
"  unjufl  and  vexatious  fuits,  by  injurious  and 
"  litigious  perfons,  may  be  prevented,  which 
"  have  often  tended  rather  to  the  Quakers'  ruin, 
tc  and  others  damage,  than  recovery  of  their 
"  right. 

"  As  to  the  fourth  objection,  Thai  it  will  tend 
e<  to  let  them  into  the  zovernment :  For  anfwer 
"  thereto,  bar  that  as  hard  as  you  pleafe ;  only 
tc  do  not  let  the  fuppofal  of  that,  from  which 
"  fo  eafily  and  fo  willingly  they  may  be  ex- 
"  eluded,  be  a  hindrance  to  that  cafe  and  be- 
tc  ncfit  the  government  may  fo  cafilv  afford 
"  them. 

"  But  now  while  you  have  opportunity  by 
cc  the  ftation  Providence  hath  placed  you  in, 
"  pray  be  you  of  fuch  noble,  generous  fpirits, 
"  as  to  relieve  them,  though  they  differ  from 
"  you  in  the  confiruclion  of  a  text  they  eflecm 
cc  plain  and  pofitive  on  their  fide,  and  from 
"  which  they  dare  not  fwerve,  having  therein 

"  the 
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the  concurrence  of  many  ancient  fathers,  and  chap. 
martyrs,  and  fince  them  the  Menifts,  and  vn. 
of  late  Francis  Ofbourne,  Efq;  in  his  Political  ^^^r^j 
Reflections,  7th  edition,  p.  319,  who  treat-  l694- 
ing  of  judicial  cafes,  calls  not  /wearing,  achryfofl°m. 
yielding  a  fincere  and  faithful  obedience  to derby'sap- 
the  precept  of  our  Saviour,  /wear  not  at  all,  Ffal  t0  th= 
which  (fays  he)  the  corrupt  gloffes   of  expoii-  waite 


Brute's    dc 

claration. 

elude.  Acfts  and 


tors    labour   much,    though   all    in    vain,    to  ^ru 

7  °  claration. 


"  And  Swinderbv  in  his  appeal  to  the   kinjT,  ««"•"»«»«* 

r    1  •  •  n  "       570, 

complaining  of  the  errors  ot  the  Papifts,  favs  new  edition. 
thus,  As  Chrift  forbids  /wearing,  Jo  (fays  he)  £?*£.. 
the  Pope  juftifieth  /wearing,  and  compels  men  toM-9'°,°M 

/<■'*'  edition,with 

WeOT*  abundance 

"  Which  no  man  can  rationally  fay,  is  only  others. 
fpoken  of  fwearing  in  communication,  for  his 
complaint  is  againft  juflifying  fwearing,  and 
compelling  men  to  (wear,  which  cannot  be 
pretended  to  mean  other  than  folemn  fwear- 
ing ;  for  no  age,  that  we  read  of,  did  ever 
authorize  profane  fwearing,  much  lefs  compel 
to  it. 

"  Since  therefore  not  only  profane  fwearing, 
but  alfo  folemn  fwearing,  was  early  complained 
of  by  Proteftants,  let  it  not  feem  Itrange  to  any, 
that  the  Quakers  now  fcruple  fwearing,  and 
for   eafe   therein  have  often  foucrht  relief  in 

o 

parliament,  the  proper  place. 
"  Seeing  then  they  believe,  they  have  the  au- 
thority of  Chrift's  command,  and  the  apoftle's 
exhortation,  and  the  martyrs  doctrine  on  their 
fide  ;  though  divers  of  you  are  not  fo  per- 
fuaded. 

"  Yet  let  the  world  behold  your  juflice  and 
willingncfs  (according   to  your  power)  to  do 

"  good 
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good  to  all  the  honeft  and  induftrious  people, 
you  both  represent  and  govern :  by  enabling, 
That  their  folemn  affirmation  Jhall  be  accepted  in 
1694.     "  lieu  of  an  oath  ;  and  all,  that  falfify   therein^ 
u  Jloall  be  punijhcd  equally  with  perjured  perfons. 

"•  It  having  been  made  appear  to  a  committee 
<c  of  this  parliament,  [Dec.  2,  1692]  that  they 
"  are  expofed  to  great  hardfhips,  as  aforefaid, 
"  and  not  themfelves  only,  but  others  alfo  ; 
"  (which  was  the  cafe  of  a  member  or  two  of 
86  this  prefent  parliament.) 

"  So  that  upon  the  whole  matter,  the  faid 
*'  committee  were  of  opinion,  and  did  report  it 
M  to  the  houfe,  That   the   Quakers  ought 

"  TO  BE  RELIEVED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  PRAYER 

"  of   their    petition,  (then  newly  prefented 

tQ  to  the  houfe.) 

"  Wherefore,  as  liberty  hath  been  given  them 

cc  to  declare  their  allegiance  to  the  government 

"  without   fwearing,    for  which  eafe   they   are 

"  fincerely   thankful  ;  fo   be  pleafed   to  add  to 

"  that    kindnefs    their    relief  in    the   matter   of 

tc  oaths,  between   them   and    other   fubjecls,  as 

"  well  as  between  the  government  and  them. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  faid  people, 

"  Theodore  Ecclestone. 

"  London,  Dec.  22,   1694." 

After  the  perafal  of  this  cafe,  feveral  of  the 
members  of  parliament  difcovered  a  more  friend- 
ly regard  to  the  people  and  their  petition  ;  yet 
the  houfe  came  to  no  refolution  in  favour  of 
their   requeft.      In    the    following   year,    1695, 

thev 
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they  renewed   their  application  with  better  fuc-  chap- 
cefs.  _  J^ 

This  year  Queen  Mary  was  taken  off  by  the      , 
fmall  pox  ;  fhe  was  a  woman  not   more  eminent  Death  of 
for  her  elevated  rank  in   life,  than  for  her  per-  ^cen 
fonal   embellifhments,    intellectual   endowments 
and  virtuous  difpofitions.     In   her  ficknefs   un- 
daunted, fhe  awaited  her  change  with  a  perfect 
refignation  to   the  Divine  Will,  and  continued 
in  that  Christian  refigned   temper    to    the    laft. 
As   fhe   had    merited    the   general    refpect,    her 
death   was    generally  lamented   by  all  ranks  of 
the  people,  but  mod  of  all  by  the  King,  who 
was  molt  intimately  acquainted  with  her  worth, 
and  fo   fenfibly  affe&ed   with  his    lofs,  that  he 
could  neither   fee   company,  nor  attend  to  the 
affairs  of  ftate  for  fome  weeks  after. 

Upon  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  the  zealous 
partifans  of  the  late  King  James,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  the  interefl  of  William  was  con- 
siderably weakened  by  her  removal,  renewed 
their  efforts  for  his  reftoration,  both  by  an 
application  to  the  French  King,  to  enable  James 
to  make  a  defcent  upon  England,  and  alfo  by  a 
plot  at  home  to  affaflinate  King  William,  which 
defigns,  being  timely  difcovered,  were   defeated. 

Firft,  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  entered 
into  an  affociation  to  defend  King  William's  life 
and  government ;  and  in  cafe  he  fliould  come  to 
a  violent  death,  to  revenge  it  upon  his  adver- 
faries  and  their  adherents.  And  as  this  affo- 
ciation  was  fubferibed  by  people  of  all  ranks, 
the  people  called  Quakers,  whofe  confeientious 
principle  againfl  taking  up  arms  prevented  their 
fubferibing,  thought  it  expedient  to  manifeft 
their  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the  King,  by  draw- 
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chap  ing  up   and   publiihing   the   following  declara- 


tion 


1696. 


"  The  ancient  refthnony  and  principle  of  the 
<c  people  called  Quakers,  renewed  with  refpect 
"  to  the  King  and  government,  and  touching 
"  the  prefent  adociation." 

"  We  the  faid  people  do  fclcmnly  and  fin- 
cc  cerely  declare,  that  it  hath  been  our  judg- 
"  ment  and  principle  from  the  firft  day  we 
"  were  called  to  profefs  the  light  of  Chi  ill  Jefus, 
c:  manifeftcd  in  our  ccnfcicnc.es  unto  this  day, 
"  that  the  fetting  up  and  putting  down  kings 
"  and  governments  is  God's  peculiar  preroga- 
"  tive,  for  csufes  bed  known  to  himfelf ;  and 
"  that  it  is  not  our  work  or  bunnefs  to  have 
"  any  hand  or  contrivance  therein,  nor  to  be 
tc  bufybodies  in  matters  above  our  ftation, 
"  much  lefs  to  plot  or  contrive  the  ruin  or 
64  overturn  of  any  of  them  ;  but  to  pray  for  the 
"  king,  and  for  the  fafety  of  our  nation,  and 
cc  good  of  all  men,  that  we  may  live  a  peace- 
"  able  and  quiet  life,  in  ail  godlinefs  and 
cc  honefty,  under  the  government  which  God  is 
Ci  pleafed  to  fet  over  us. 

"  And  according  to  this  our  ancient  and 
tc  innocent  principle,  we  often  have  given  forth 
"  our  teftr.nonv,  and  now  do,  againlt  all  plot- 
"  ting,  confpiracie0.  and  contriving  infurrections 
"  againft  the  king  or  the  government,  and 
cc  againfi:  all  treacherous,  barbarous  and  mur- 
"  therous  defigns  whatfoever,  as  works  of  the 
"  Devil  and  darkneis ;  and  we  fincerely  blefs 
"  God,  and  are  heartily  thankful  to  the  king 
"  and  government  for  the  liberty  and  privilege; 

"  we 
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"  we  enjoy  under  them   by   law,  efteemir.g  it  c  h  a  p. 
"  our  duty  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  them. 

"  And  whereas  we  the  iuiJ  people  are  re- 
"  quired  to  fign  the  faid  ailociation,  we  fmcerely 
"  declare,  that  our  refufing  fo  to  do,  is  not 
"  out  of  any  diifatisfaction  to  the  king  nor  go- 
"  vernment,  nor  in  oppofition  to  his  being 
"  declared  rightful  and  lawful  king  of  thefe 
"  realms,  but  purely  becaufe  we  cannot  for 
"  confcience  fake  fight,  kill  or  revenge,  either 
"  for  ourfelves  or  any  man  elfe. 

"  And  we  believe  that  the  timely  difcovery 
"  and  prevention  of  the  late  barbarous  defign 
"  and  mifchievous  plot  again!!  the  king  and 
"  government,  and  the  fad  effecls  it  might  have 
**  had,  is  an  eminent  mercy  from  Almighty 
"  God,  for  which  we  and  the  whole  nation 
"  have  great  caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful  to 
"  him,  and  to  pray  for  the  continuance  of  his 
"  mercies  to  them  and  us. 

u  From  a  meeting  of  the  faid  people  in 
"  London  the  2^d  of  the  firit  month 
"  called  March,   1695-6." 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.       VIII. 

The  Cafe  of  George  Keith  brought  before  the 
Tcarly  Meeting. — The  Judgment  and  Advice  of 
the  Yearly  Mteting  thereupon. — George  Keith's 
Endeavours  to  make  a  Party  in  England  fruf- 
trated. — Thomas  Elwood  writes  an  Epijlle  of 
Caution  to  Friends,  again/i  which  George  Keith 
complains. — The  Yearly  Meeting  of  London  dif- 
owns  him. — He  fets  up  a  feparate  Meeting  at 
Turner  s-hall. — Summons  Friends  to  a  Meeting 
there — Which  they  think  improper  to  comply 
with. — Their  Reafons. — He  publijheth  his  Ac- 
count of  the  Meeting — Which  is  anfwered  by 
Thomas  Elwood. — An  anonymous  Publication^ 
entitled  "  The  Snake  in  the  Grafs" — Anfwered 
by  George  Whitehead  and  Jofeph  Wyeth. 

C  vin.P  GEORGE  KEITH  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
v^^ — ^  land  in  the  fpring  of  1 694,  attended  the  enfuing 
1694.     yearly  meeting  of  London  ;  and   a  full  account 
of  the  trouble  he  had  given  friends  in  America 
being   fent  over    in   an  epiftle  from   the  yearly 
The  cafe  of  meeting  of  Philadelphia,  fpecifying  very  particu- 
brou«rhte'be.  larty  a^   ms  contentious  proceedings  there,  the 
fore  the      grounds  of  their  difowning  him,  after   repeated 
labours  to  bring  him  to  a  better  way   of  think- 
ing and  acting   proved   ineffectual,  and  his   and 
his    partifans'    letting    up    a    feparate    meeting, 
whereby  this  difference  coming  regularlv  before 
the   meeting,  the    epiftle  being   in   courfe    read 
therein,  George  Keith  defired  to  be  heard,  and 

it 
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it  was  agreed  to  enter  upon  hearing  and  en-  chap. 
quiring  into  the  caufe  of  difference  between  him  vl!l- 
and  friends  of  Penfylvania,  after  the  other  bufi-  r 
nels  or  the  meeting  was  over.  1  hen  they  pa- 
tiently fpent  near  ten  days  in  reading  books  and 
papers  relating  thereto,  and  hearing  George 
Keith  and  his  party  on  one  fide,  and  Samuel 
Jennings  and  Thomas  Ducket  on  the  other,  with 
Thomas  Wilfon  and  James  Dickenfon,  jufr.  re- 
turned from  their  travels  in  America.  They 
ufed  earned  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  diffe- 
rence, and  prevail  upon  George  Keith  with  his 
party  to  return  into  unity  and  amity  with  their 
friends  ;  but  Keith  feeming  predetermined  either 
for  carrying  every  thing  his  own  way,  or  for  a 
feparation,  eluded  all  endeavours  for  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace.  The  more  tender  reafoning 
and  earned  entreaty  was  extended  towards  him, 
the  more  perverfenefs  he  difcovered  in  turning 
it  to  a  wrong  end,  and  flrengthening  himfelf  in 
contention  and  oppofition. 

The  yearly  meeting  having  fully  heard  and 
confidered  the  circumilances  of  the  difference, 
at  laft  came  to  this   judgment,  That  the  fepara-Thc}Ul]s:: 

J       p  7  J   1  mem  ana 

tion  lay  at  George  Keith  s  door,  and  that  he  had  advice  of 
done  ill  in  printing  and  publijhing  thofc  differences  meeting 
as  he  had  done  ;  and  therefore  the  advice  of  the  thereupon, 
meeting  to  him   thereupon  was,  to  call  in  thofe 
books  cf  his,    or  publiff  fomething  innocently    and 
effectually    to  clear  the  body    of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  and  their  m'mijlers,  from  thofe  grofs  er- 
rors charged  on  fame  few  in  America,  and  retracl 
the  bitter  language  in  them,  fo  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, and  fine e rely  to  life  his  utmoll  endeavours 

with 

•  J.  Whiting. 
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c  H  a  r.  with  bis  friends  to  remove  the  fcparaiion.  Whicn 
vni.  judgment  and  advice  being  drawn  up  in  writing, 
was  in  the  meeting  delivered  to  him,  and  ibon 
after  printed  by  one  of  his  party,  with  very 
invidious  reflections  upon  it,  in  a  fmall  pamphlet, 
entitled  A  true  Account,  Zyc.  Thus,  inftead  of 
taking  the  advice  of  the  yearly  meeting,  he  perfift- 
ed  in  his  oppofition,  and  his  endeavours  to  caule 
a  rent  in  the  focietv,  and  form  a  party  to   him- 

wiui   o   \.u-      r*    1  /"*         1  I'll  •  r»  «• 

sivoursto  ielr ;  but  his  behaviour  was  io  exceeding  rude  and 
paffionate,  that  theweakeft  could  not  but  diicern, 
he  was  actuated  by  an  intemperate  fpirit,  which 
fruflrated  his  views  of  forming  a  patty  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  body  of  friends  here,  as  he  had 
done  in  America  ;  for  he  could  gain  few  adhe- 
rents, except  fome  of  the  former  feparatifts  about 
London,  who  yet  fcon  grew  diifatisfied  with  him, 
and  left  him. 

hi  Penfylvania  having  (as  we  have  feen)  fe- 
cured  the  principal  pfinting-prefs  under  his  own 
direction  and  controul,  he  could  publifh  his  ca- 
lumnies, and  juftify  his  own  cauie  without  fear 
of  reply  or  reproof;  but  in  England  the  cafe 
was  altered  ;  for  here  were  fundrv  members  of 
the  community,  who  wanted  neither  the  capacity 
nor  opportunity  of  following  him  from  the 
prefs,  clearly  to  anfwer  all  his  cavils,  and  con- 
fute his  calumnies.  George  Whitehead,  Tho- 
mas Elwood  and  Benjamin  Coole  exercifed  their 
pens  for  thefe  purpofes. 

Thomas  Elwood  in  particular,  obferving  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  his  procedure,  in  the 
lirft  place  wrote  an  excellent  epiftle  to  friends, 
brieflv  commemorating  the  mercies  of  the  Al- 
mighty,  and  warning  them  to  beware  of  that 
fpirit  of  contention  and  divifion  which  had  appeared 

of 
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of   late   in   George    Keith.     Which  epiflle  when  chap. 
iinifhed   he   fubmitted  to  the  fecond  day's  morn-     vm* 
ing  meeting,  by  which  it  was  fully  approved  in      fi 
a  full  meeting,  and  he  left  at  liberty  to  publifh 
it.     And  yet    George    Keith   pretended  it   was 
printed  in  great  diiunity,  and  againfl  the  mind 
of   many  friends,  infinuating   that    it   was   pro- 
moted only  by  a  party  ;  an  evidence  of  his  dif- 
pofition  to  divide  the  fociety  into  parties,  and  to 
hefnate    at    nothing    that     might     forward    his 

O  O  - 

views. 

Againft  this  piece  of  Thomas  Ellwood's,  againft 
George  Keith  made  a  heavy  complaint  to  friends,  ^^J0' 
and  wanted  it  to  be  called  in,  as  highly  inju-  plain*. 
rious  to  him.  That  it  miirht  be  injurious  to  his 
caufe  admits  of  no  doubt  ;  but  himfelf,  by  his 
late  conduct,  had  made  his  caufe  diftinct  from, 
and  oppofite  to  the  caufe  of  the  fociety,  and 
could  have  no  reafonable  grounds  to  expect  they 
mould  fo  far  counteract  their  own,  which  ap- 
peared to  them  a  good  one,  to  ftrengthen  his, 
which  they  faw  in  a  very  different  light.  There- 
fore his  complaint  and  clamour  were  difregarded 
by  friends,  who  faw  no  reafon  to  ftifle  a 
piece  coinciding  with  their  own  fentiments, 
and  which  on  that  account  they  had  approved  ; 
to  gratify  the  unreafonable  demand  of  a  man, 
who  was  at  the  fame  time  contemning  their  ad- 
vice to  him.  He  would  call  in  none  of  his  petu- 
lant productions,  nor  retract  his  unjufl:  reprefen-* 
tations,  at  their  defire  ;  but  went  on  printing 
and  publifhing  his  own  partial  accounts  of  all 
tranfactions  between  them,  infinuating  that  the 
advice  he  had  received  was  not  the  advice  6f 
the  yearly  meetings  nor  that  the  yearly  meeting 
which  gave  it,  Rill  aiming  to  reprefent  them  di« 

Vol.  III.  B  b  vided 
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chap,  vided  into  parties.  The  fucceeding  yearly 
vni.  meeting  obferving  this,  treated  further  with  him 
v-~-v— ^  upon  this  difingenuous  reprefentation,  renewed 
l695-  their  endeavours  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the 
iucctm"ayf- wrong  he  had  done  them  and  himfelf,  in  order 
ur treating  to  bring  him  to  a  temper  of  mind  to  perceive 
withGco.  and  acknowledge  it  •,  but  the  more  cordial  en- 
KVth  '"     deavours  they  uled,  the  more  obftinate  and  pofi- 

vain,tefhfy     .  '•      *•  r   :  i  •      i»       •   V»c 

fhcirdif-  tive  he  grew  in  his  oppoiition,  and  in  his  juitih- 
h"my  w"h  cat^un  °f  n*s  own  caufe.  After  hearing  him 
patiently  'till  he  withdrew  of  his  own  accord, 
the  yearly  meeting  at  large,  to  take  away  all 
grounds  of  again  reprefenting  it  as  the  work  of 
a  party,  drew  up  the  following  teftimony : 

"  That  the  faid  George  Keith  hath  of  late 
"  been,  and  yet  is,  actuated  by  an  unchriftian 
"  fpirit,  which  hath  moved  and  led  him  to  ftir 
u.  up  contention  and  flrife  in  the  church  of 
"  Chrift,  and  to  caufe  divifions,  feparations  and 
"  breaches  among  them  that  profefs  the  truth  ; 
"  and  that  the  tendency  of  divers  of  his  late 
"  writings  and  actings  hath  been  to  expofe  the 
"  truth  and  the  friends  thereof  to  the  reproach 
"  of  the  world,  did  unanimoufly  agree,  and  de- 
"  clare  it  to  be  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  this 
"  meeting  ;  and  it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of 
"  this  meeting,  that  the  faid  George  Keith  is 
'*  gone  from  the  blefled  unity  of  the  peaceable 
"  fpirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  hath 
<£  thereby  feparated  himfelf  from  the  holy  fel- 
"  lowfhip  of  the  church  of  Chrift  ;  and  that 
"  whilft  he  is  in  an  unreconciled  and  unchari- 
"  table  flate,  he  ought  not  to  preach  or  pray 
"  in  any  of  friends  meetings,  nor  to  be  owned 
"  or  received  as  one  of  us,  until  by  a  public 
"  and  hearty  acknowledgment  of  the  great  of- 

"  fence 
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"  fence  he  has   given,  and  hurt  he  hath  done,  c  h  a  p.- 
"  and   condemnation   of  himfelf  therefore,  he     VI11' 
"  gives  proof  of  his  unfeigned  repentance,  and      , 
"  does   his   endeavour  to  remove  and  take  off 
"  the  reproach,  he  hath  brought  upon  truth  and 
"  friends,  which  in  the  love  of  God  we  heartily 
"  defire  for  his  foul's  fake." 

He  now  fet  up  a  feparate  meeting  at  a  place  Geo.  Keith 
called  Turner's-hall.     The  novelty  excited  theJ5ts£Pa 
curiofity  of  the  people,  and  at  firft  attracted  a  meeting  at 
crowded  audience,    moftly   of  fuch  as  were  of  j^™" *" 
unfriendly  difpofitions  to  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers.    At  the  fame  time  he  proceeded  to  write 
againft  them,  but  was   fo  clofely  anfwered  and 
pinched  by  quotations  from  his  former  writings, 
being  unable  to  reply  to  purpofe,  or  with  any 
degree   of  confiftency,  that   under   pretence   of 
inability   to   bear   the   expence   of  printing,  he 
fhifted  his  ground,  and  fet  up  a  kind  of  judicial 
court  by  his  own  authority,  on  a  day  of  his  own 
appointing,    at  Turner's-hall    aforefaid ;   giving 
notice  by  public  advertifement,  that  he  intended 
in  the  4th  month  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Turner's- Summons 
hall,  for  the  purpofe  of  pointing  out  the  errors  meCntingtoa 
of  the  Quakers,  and  fummoned  fundry  of  them  ^"e. 
by  name,  and  others  in  general,  to  attend  and 
anfwer  for  themfelves  :    But  the  friends  looking  wnith  they 
upon  his  affumed  authority  as  an  impofition,  did  do  not think 
not  think  proper  to  take  notice  of  his  challenge :  S^iy  ° 
Yet  left  any,  who  might  attend  upon  the  occafion  witb- 
might  miftake  the  caufe  of  their  not  appearing, 
as  proceeding  from  confcioufnefs  of  inability  to 
make   a  proper  defence,  they  drew  up  the  fol- 
lowing  reafons    for  abfenting   themfelves,    and 
fent  them  to  be  read  there. 

B  b  2  «  WHEREAS 
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"  WHEREAS   George  Keith  hath,  after  his 
;;  wonted  irregular  and  unruly   manner,    chal- 
;;  lenged  divers  of  us  to  defend  ourfelves  againft 
1  "95'-     "  fuch   charges  as   he   has  to  exhibit  againit  us 

I  her  rea-      -  „„  j      .      , .  r.,,      r  °.  r  r. 

fonsfor  at  1  urner  s-hali  :      lhele  are   to  certify  to  all 

aetiming     cc  whom  jf   mav  concern,  that  the   reafons  why 

the  meet-  *  *  ,  J 

tog.  "  we  decline  any  fuch  meeting  are  as  follow  : 

"  Firlt.  Becaufe  the  faid  George  Keith  has 
"  given  us  fuch  frequent  proofs  of  his  very  paf- 
"  iionate  and  abufiye  behaviour,  at  the  many 
"  more  felecr.  meetings  we  have  had  with  him, 
"  in  all  manner  of  iweetnefs,  long-fufrering  and 
"  patience  on  our  fide,  to  fatisfy  and  preferve 
"  him  from  thefe  extremes  :  That  we  cannot  af- 
"  fine  ourfelves  now  of  any  better  entertain- 
"  meat,  cr  that  the  meeting  can  have  any  de- 
"  firable  fuccefs,  for  a  thorough  information. 

';  Secondly.  We  decline  to  meet,  becaufe  it 
"  is  not  an  agreed  meeting  on  both  fides,  which 
"  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  where  that  is  not, 
"  or  cannot  be  adjufted,  the  prefs  is  the  next 
"  fair  way  and  expedient,  which  he  has  begun 
i:  with,  and  now  feems  to  decline  ;  nor  hath  he 
"  fent  us  a  copy  of  his  charge  or  indictment 
t:  againlt  us,  which  alfo  he  ought  to  have 
"  done. 

"  Thirdly.  That  he  has  two  of  our  books 
"  which  lie  hard  at  his  door,  in  vindication  of 
"  us  and  our  doctrines  from  his  exceptions,  and 
"  which  he  has  not  yet  anfwered  ;  fo  that  he  is 
"  not  upon  equal  terms  with  us  ;  and  therefore 
"  we  think  his  challenge,  appointment  and  fum- 
"  mons  unfair ;  and  that  all  that  are  not  partial 
"  will  be  of  the  fame  mind  with  us. 

"  Fourthly.  Such  public  and  unlimited  meet- 
"  ings,  are  too  often  attended  with  heats,  levity 

"  and 
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"  and  confufion,  and  anfwer  not  the  end  defired  chap, 
"  by  fober  and  enquiring  men.     -Befides,   that  it     vm. 
iC  fets  up  a  pra&ice,  that  authority  may  judge  to  * — *~~~> 
"  be  an  abufe  of  our  liberty,  and  fo  draw  that     l69v 
"  under   reflection,  as    no    friend    to    the    civil 
""  peace. 

"  Fifthly.  We  know  not  what  religion  or 
"  perfuafion  this  wavering  man  is  of,  or  what 
"  church  or  people  he  adheres  to,  or  will  re- 
"  ceive  him,  with  his  vain  fpeculations,  that 
"  have  led  him  to  defert  us  ;  nor  who  are  ac- 
"  countable  to  us  for  him,  and  his  irregularities 
"  and  abufes  ;  the  generality  of  fuch  aiTemblies 
'*  ufually  making  ill  auditors,  worfe  judges,  and 
"  no  good  fecurity  for  our  fatisfaclion.  And 
"  we  mud  therefore  take  leave  to  fay,  it  feems 
"  to  us  an  indirect  way  of  difquieting  and  in- 
<c  vading  our  prefent  liberty,  that  fo  irreligious 
"  a  meeting  mould  be  held,  whofe  end  is  to 
"  abufe  other  men  for  their  religion.  If  this 
"  fhouki  be  imitated  by  all  the  feveral  forts  of 
"  different  perfuafions  in  this  city,  what  heats 
"  and  confu lions  mufl  neceifarily  enfue ! 

"  Sixthly  and  laftlv-  Wherefore  be  it  known 
"  unto  all,  that  for  the  fake  of  religion,  the 
"  liberty  granted  us,  and  the  civil  peace,  we 
"  decline  to  meet  him  ;  and  not  from  any  ap- 
"  prehenfions  we  have  of  his  abilities,  or  our 
"  own  confcioufnefs  of  error,  or  injuftice  to  the 
"  faid  George  Keith,  whofe  weak  and  unbridled 
"  temper  we  know  is  fuch,  that  what  learning 
"  and  parts  he  hath,  have  not  been  able  to  ba- 
"  lance  and  fupport  him  on  lefs  occafions,  fo 
"  that  we  may  fay  they  are  in  ill  hands  ;  and  if 
"  he  proceeds  as  he  begins,  they  will  be  em- 
"  ployed  to  an  ill  end,  which  his  (poor  man  !) 

w  cannot 
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cannot  but  be,  unlefs  he  change  his  courfe  ; 
which  we  heartily  pray  for,  that  a  place  of 
~~7"  "  repentance  he  may  find  ;  and  through  a  true 
"  contrition,  the  remiflion  of  his  great  fin  of 
"  envy,  and  evilly  intreating  the  Lord's  people 
"  and  way,  which  we  profefs,  and  which  he  the 
"  faid  George  Keith  hath  long  and  lately  both 
"  profeifed  and  zealoufly  vindicated  as  fuch." 
He  pub-  George  Keith   foon   afterwards  publifhed  his 

lifhes  his     narrative  of  the  proceedings  at  this  meeting:  of 

account  of     .  .  *  .  ,  ° .  r      .  ,.°        P 

the  meet-  his  own  appointment,  with  the  uiual  prejudice  or 
ing,  which  party  animofity,  which  was  anfwered  by  T. 
i>y  Thomas  Ellwood  in  a  piece,  entitled  An  Anfisjcr  to  George 
Eilwood.  Keith's  Narrative  of  his  Proceedings  at  Turner's- 
hall,  wherein  his  Charges  againft  divers  of  the 
People  called  Quakers  are  fairly  confidered,  ex- 
amined and  refuted.  In  which  he  made  his  title 
good  in  a  clear  and  entire  refutation  of  his  ca- 
vils againft  friends'  books,  manifefting  his  difin- 
genuous  perverfions  of  their  fenfe  to  anfwer  his 
own  partial  purpofes,  by  unfair  or  falfe  quo- 
tations, by  partial  Selection  of  palTages  curtailed 
and  mutilated  ;  and  by  putting  his  own  conllruc- 
tions  upon  them,  to  wrefl  from  them  a  meaning 
never  thought  of  by  the  writer,  in  order  to  ren- 
der them  unfound  or  contemptible ;  againft 
which  Thomas  Ellwood  defended  the  foundnefs 
of  their  doctrine,  fhewing  George  Keith's  incon- 
fiftency  and  felf-contradiction  in  condemning 
opinions,  which  he  had  publicly  vindicated  as 
orthodox  on  various  occafions  for  a  feries  of 
near  thirty  years  ;  and  pretending  to  hold  the 
fame  doctrines  and  principles  (till,  and  detecting 
his  deceit  and  prevarication  fo  plainly  and  effec- 
tually, that  George  Keith  never  replied  to  it. 

He 
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He  feems  to  have  at  laft  grown  tired  of  a  con-  chap. 
troverfy,  in  which,  while  he  made  loud  clamours  t^^^ 
of  the  vile  errors  held  by  the  Quakers,  he  found      - 
his  own   unretracled   doctrines    compared  with 
theirs  were  the  fame  or  of  the  fame  import,  and 
that  no  palliatives  could  fcreen  him  from  the  de- 
tection of  his  palpable  inconfiltency,  he  there- 
fore   declined    any    further    appearing   in   print 
againft   Thomas    Ellwood    in   his   own    name : 
But  either  by  his  procuration,  or  from  the  fpon- 
taneous  effuhon  of  a  fimilar  dilpofition  in  him- 
felf,  he  met  with  a  confederate  equal  in  malice, 
againft  whom  the  advantage  of  quoting  his  own 
writings   would    not    lie.     This    author,    in  an 
anonymous  book,  under  the  title  of  The  Snake  in  An  anony- 
ihe  Grafs,  proceeded  in  the  line,   George  Keith  ™£n^' 
had   chalked  out,  but  not  being  under  the  like  titled  «* 
reftraint,  outwent  him,  or  moll  that  went  before,,^/* " 
him,  in  virulent  reflections,  raking  every  kennel" 
for  dirt  to  throw  at  the  people  called  Quakers. 
This   piece  was  publifhed  without   a  name,  but 
was  afterwards   found   to    be   the   work    of  one 
Lefly,  an  highflying  nonjuring  parfon,  to  whom 
of  courfe   the  name  of  a  diifenter  was  odious, 
and  his  fpleen  not  fatiated  with  hating  them  him- 
felf,  he  exerted   the  talents   he  was  mafter  of  to 
render  them  odious  to  the  world  ;  but  this  mod 
bitter,  illiberal  and  unjuft  production  mull,  with 
all  impartial  and  judicious  readers,  have  fixed  a 
deeper  ftain  on  the  author's  reputation,  than  on 
the  people  he  vilified. 

As  he  lifted  himfelf  a  volunteer  in  George 
Keith's  caufe,  it  afforded  ground  for  a  fuipicion 
that  George  Keith  was  not  unconcerned  in  pro- 
moting the  work,  if  not  a  co-adjutor  therein,  for 
being  now  rejected   and  difowned  by  the  people 

called 
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chat,  called  Quakers,  and  fruftrated  in  his  endeavours 
vm.  to  draw  a  party  to  himfelf  from  among  them  here, 
*• — * — '  or  atttich  any  confiderable  number  of  others  to 
l^95-  himfelf  as  a  leader,  he  began  now  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  wifhfomeof  theecclefiaflicks  of  the  church 
of  England,  who  were  inclined  to  countenance 
him  for  his  oppolition  to  the  Quakers  (fo  called). 
The  author  of  the  Snake,  in  his  preface  plainly 
implying  that  it  was  in  George  Keith's  caufe  he 
took  up  his  pen,  and  in  reply  to  Thomas  Ellwood's 
examination  of  his  narrative,  by  faying  it  was 
not  meant  as  a  defence  of  George  Keith,  any  fur- 
ther than  he  defended  the  truth  of  the  christian 
faith,  for  which  reafon,  fays  he,  /  have  wholly 
omitted  all  the  refleclions  cajl  upon  him,  and  the  con- 
tradiclions  which  Thomas  Elwood  pretends  to  find 
in  his  former  books  (while  he  was  a  Shaker  in  their 
communion)  to  the  doclrine  he  now  Jits  up  in  oppo- 
fition  to  them.  Thomas  Ellwood,  not  without  pro- 
babilitv,  conjectured  that  this  book  was  publish- 
ed by  the  procurement  of  George  Keith,  who  had 
himlelf  for  a  long  feries  of  vears  maintained  for 
truth  thole  doctrines  and  practices  which  he  would 
now  reprefent  as  errors  in  the  Quakers,  and  was 
pinched  in  the  controverfy  by  quotations  of  Keith 
againlt  Keith  ;  that  this  anonymous  publication 
was  a  contrivance  to  get  clear  of  this  dilemma,  in 
which  he  found  himfelf  entangled. 

As  to  this  envenomed  performance  it  was 
remarked,  "  i.  That  the  matters  therein 
charged  upon  us,  are  generally  the  fame  that 
have  been  charged  on  us  heretofore,  by 
Faldo,  Kicks,  and  other  adverfaries  ;  and 
always  refuted  over  and  over,  both  formerly 
f<  and  of  late. 


2. 


That 
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"   2.     That   the    things  they    charge   on    us,chai\ 
as   errors   and    herefy,  are   not  pretended   to     vin. 
be  proved  by  any  plain  exprefs  poiitions  or  v-— v— ' 
alfertions   of  ours ;  but  from  our  adverfaries     ,695- 
own    perverfe   meanings,    and    wrelted   con- 
ftruclions  of  our   words,  always    denied  and 
rejected  by  us. 

"  3.  That  the  words  and  paffages  brought 
bv  our  adverfaries  for  proof  of  their  charq-es- 
againil  us,  are  not  taken  out  of  our  doctri- 
nal rreatifes,  or  declarations  of  faith  and 
principles  ;  but  (for  the  molt  part)  out  of 
controverlial  books ;  wherein,  ofttimes,  the 
fcope  and  aim  of  the  author  is,  not  fo  much 
to  aflert  or  exprefs  his  own  principles  or  doc- 
trines, as  to  impugn  and  expofe  his  adver- 
faries, by  (hewing  the  contradictions,  abfur- 
dities,  and  ill  confequences  of  his  adverfaries' 
opinions ;  from  whence,  pofitively  to  con- 
clude the  author's  own  judgment,  is  neither 
fafe  nor  fair. 

"  4.  That  however  any  of  our  former  ad- 
verfaries might  have  been  milled  in  their 
judgments  concerning  us,  George  Keith,  who 
hath  now  moved  this  controverfy  againft  us, 
knows  full  well,  that  we  do  not  hold  thofe 
things  either  generally  as  a  people,  or  as 
particular  perfons,  which  he  has  charged  on 
us  as  errors." 
Befides  this,  as  George  Keith  had  done  before 
in  his  quotations  and  references  to  their  writings, 
he  (luck  at  no  unhandfome  nor  unfair  means  to 
reprefent  this  people  in  the  mod  ridiculous,  ab- 
furd  and  difadvantageous  light.  He  mutilated 
their  expreflions  by  omitting  the  leading  or  con- 
cluding parts  of  a  fentence,  or  palling  over  fome 

in 
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chap  in  the  middle,  whereby  in  moft  cafes  they  made 

vin.     a  fenfe  quite  different  from  the  author's   inten- 

v*~""v""w'  tion.     To  this  he  added  many  (lories  of  occur- 

This69er-    rences>  which,    he   faid,    had  happened    among 

formance     the  Quakers  ;  fome  of  which  were  plainly  proved 

w"iilyin  to  be  fictitious   and  without  foundation  in  fa£t ; 

and  falfe-     others  greatly  exaggerated,  and  the  actions  of  fe- 

veral,    who   were   dilowned   and  difclaimed  by 

them,  were  raked  up  and  imputed  to  this  body 

of  people. 

Among  this  author's  untruths  this  was  one, 
that  the  Quakers  in  their  fchools  did  not  fuffer 
the  children  to  read  the  holy  fcriptures  ;  which 
was  evidently  returned  upon  him  as  a  palpable 
falfehood,  by  a  certificate  of  the  French  ufher  at 
Wandfworth,  who  was  no  quaker ;  and  another 
figned  by  feveral  neighbours,  perfons  of  character 
and  confideration,  who  teftified  that  the  bible 
was  daily  read  in  this  fchool  (which  was  a  very 
large  boarding  fchool  kept  by  Richard  Scoryer, 
a  friend)  in  a  regular  courfe  of  fucceflion  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end.  This  book,  entitled  the 
Snake  in  the  Grafs,  did  not  pafs  unnoticed. 
The  author's  mifreprefentations  were  laid  open, 
his  fabulous  tales  difproved,  and  his  crafty  impof- 
by^eorgc  ture  clearly  manifefted  in  fuitable  replies  by 
whitehead  George  Whitehead,  and  by  Jofeph  Wyeth,  in  a 
Wjeth.LP    book  under  the  title  of  A  Swticbfor  the  Snake. 


C  H  A  P. 
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C     II     A     P.       IX. 


Friends  JIM  liable  to  exorbitant  Sufferings  for 
Tithes. — Prefent  a  Petition  to  the  King. — Con- 
ference iviih  the  King. — William  Penn  vifits  the 
Wcftern  Counties. — He  appoints  a  Meeting  at 
Wells,  which  is  broken  up  by  the  Mayor* s  Order. 
— Application  for  an  Affirmation  Aft. — A  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  folicit  Members,  and  promote 
pajfing  the  Acl. — In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the 
Bijhops  endeavour  to  fruftrate  the  Application. 
— Form  of  the  firjl  Affirmation. — Bill  for  re- 
covering finall  Tithes  ar.d  Church  Rates. — Ex- 
ceptions againji  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers were  now  exempted  from  fuflering  for  at- 
tending their  religious  meetings  by   the  tolera-      7 
tion-acl: ;  yet    the   jealoufy   of  the    clergy,    and 
their  watchful  eye  over  their  own  interefts,  pre- 
vented friends    from  obtaining  any  relief  from 
their  fufferings    for   the  non-payment  of  tithes, 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  demands,    by  procuring 
an  exception  in  the  forementioned  acl,  whereby  ?rjends fti11 
not  only  the   original  demand,  but  the  exorbi-  orbitant 
tant   and  opprefTive    methods   of   recovery  were  £uffc.riJ"es 
flill  retained:  referving  not  only   their  alledged 
dues,  but  the  power  to  be  vexatious  in  reclaim- 
ing them,  a  power  which  many   of  the  clerical 
order   exerted   with    rigour.     For   at   this   time 
many  friends  were  prifoners,  and  others   under 

fevere 
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c  h  a  p.  fevere  profecutions  for  non-payment  of  thefc 
lx-      demands,  and  fome  long  detained  in  prifon  upon 

v--*~v~^«;  contempts  (as  they  term  them)  becaufe  they 
l695-  could  not  from  a  confeientious  fcruple  anfwer 
pi  icfts  bills  and  complaints  upon  oath.  Friends 
of  the  meeting  for  fuilerings  in  London  taking 
this  matter  into  confideration,  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  draw  up  a  ilate  of  the  cafe,  and  pre- 
fent  it  to  the  king,  which  was  drawn  up  accord- 
ingly in  the  following  terms: 


"  To  the  K  I  N  G. 


w  The  Cafe  and  requeft  of  the  peaceable  peo- 
<;  pie  commonly  called  CKiake;s,  in  behalf  of 
"  many  of  them,  who  are  prefent  fuiierers 
"  for   confeience-fake,  humbly  prefented, 

"  Shewing, 


Prefent  a 

petition  to 
rhekinp,  ;n 
relation 

tbcrcio. 


"  That  as  the  God  of  all  our  mercies  hath 
preferved  us  a  peaceable  and  quiet  people  in 
the  land,  according  to  our  chriltian  principle 
and  profefiion,  under  the  various  revolutions 
of  government :  So  we  hope  and  refolve  (by 
his  divine  affiitance)  ever  fo  to  continue  ;  be- 
ing heartily  thankful  for  the  fevcral  kindnef- 
fes  and  companions  received  Jrorn  the  go- 
vernment, especially  for  the  prefent  liberty  we 
now  by  law  enjoy  in  point  of  religious  wor- 
mip.  Yet  forafmuch  as  many  of  laid  people 
are  continued  under  deep  fullering*  in  their 
pctfons  and  cfrates,  by  tedious  imprisonments. 
Seizures  and  fequeftrations  :  divers  alfo  of  late 
having  di.d  in  pfifons,  and  many  more  under 

"  profecution 
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profecution,  and   liable    fo   to  fufter  in  Eng-  chap. 
land  and  Wales,  tending  to  the  ruin  of  many      ix» 
families  for  theie  caufes  of  confcience,  chiefly  v«^v^s^ 
on  contempts  (as  adjudged)  for  not  anfwering    l695* 
upon   oath  in  cafes  of  tithe,  when  fued  in  the 
Exchequer  ;  and  alio  for  not  anfwering  upon 
oath    when    profecuted    in    the   ecclefiaftical 
courts    for   tithes,   church-rates,  &c,     where- 
upon  they    proceeded   to    excommunication, 
and  by   fignificavits   procure  writs    de  exconu 
cap.   and   fometimes  jufticcs  warrants  to  im- 
prifonments. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  remind  the  king  that 
the  great  feverities  and  perfecutions  formerly 
inflicted  on  us  were  fometimes  abated  and 
refpited,  when  it  pleafed  God  to  move  the 
hearts  of  kings  and  governments  to  fhew  fome 
compaflion  and  favour  to  us, 
"  i  ft,  By  king  Charles  the  fecond's  proclama- 
tion of  grace  in  1661,  whereby  many  of  our 
friends  were  releafed  and  freed  out  of  pri- 
fon. 

"  2d,  By  his  letters  patent  (or  pardon)  in 
1672,  purfuant  to  his  declaration  of  indul- 
gence to  tender  confiences  in  the  fame  year. 
"  3d,  By  an  act  of  parliament  25  Car.  2,  ch. 
5.  entituled,  An  acl  for  the  king's  majefifs 
mofl  gracious  and  general  pardon,  pardoning 
contempts  againft  the  king,  whereby  many  alfo 
of  the  faid  people  .were  difcharged,  and  re- 
leafed  out  of  prifons. 

"  4th,  Alfo  by  king  James  the  fecond  many 
were  releafed  out  of  prifons,  and  relieved  by 
divers  commiflions;  and  two  general  procla- 
mation pardons,  the  one  in  1685  and  the 
other  in  1688. 

"  5^, 
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"  5th,  And  alfo  by  an  act  of  gracious  genera! 

and  free  pardon  in   the  fecond  year   or  king 

William  and  queen  Mary,  fever al  were  dif- 
1695.    "  charged  for   contempts    and    imprifonments. 

"  6th,  And  by  thy  late  <:onfort  the  queen 
"  (on  application  made  to  her  in  thy  abfence) 
"  a  poor  innocent  woman,  who  had  been  long 
"  prifoner  at  Lancafter  upon  a  fine,  was  releaf- 
"  ed  ;  which  as  an  intimation  of  the  queen's 
"  tender  and  merciful  difpofition  we  very  thank- 
"  fully  acknowledge,  as  we  do  alfo  very  kindly 
"  acknowledge  the  king's  late  favourable  incli- 
"  nation  to  difcharge  two  of  our  friends,  pri- 
"  foners  in  Wejlmoriand,  upon  a  petition  prefent- 
"  ed  by  our  friend  Danitl  Quare. 

"  Thefe  precedents  of  royal  favour  and  com- 
"  paffion  to  the  oppreffed,  and  the  prefent  con- 
*'  finements  and  hardships  of  many  innocent 
"  perfons  tenderly  confidered, 

"  We  the  faid  people  humbly  requeft  that 
"  the  king  would  be  pleafed  to  extend  his  fa- 
"  vour  and  compaffion  towards  the  faid  fuffe- 
"  rers  for  their  lawful  eafe  and  relief  from  their 
"  prefent  confinements,  prifons  and  hardfhips, 
"  either  by  proclamation  or  otherwife,  as  in  his 
"  wifdom  and  clemency  mall  feem  moft  meet 
"  and  convenient." 

This  cafe  and  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
king  by  George  Whitehead,  Gilbert  Latey,  Tho- 
mas Lower,  John  Taylor  and  Daniel  Quare ; 
which  laft  named  perfon  being  known  to  the 
king,  had  ready  accefs  to  him,  and  obtained  ad- 
miflion  to  his  prefence  for  the  reft;  he  previ- 
oufly  enquiring    -jubo   they    were,   and  in  ivhat 

Stations 
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Jialions  in  the  fociety  ;  Daniel  told  him,  they  are  chap. 
minijiers  and  ciders  a??iong  /I  us.  Ix« 

The  king  then  fent  for   them    into   a  private  ^-^v-^ 
apartment,  where   he  was  alone;  he   enquired    T|95« 
of  them  what  places  they  belonged  to  ?  Of  what  with  the 
congregations    they  were    minifters  ?    This  fur-king* 
nifhed  George  Whitehead  with  a  favourable  op- 
portunity to  inform  him  that  they  were  not  fet- 
tled as  minifters  or  pallors  over  any  particular 
congregations,  but  vifited  their  friends  meetings, 
as  the  Lord  inclined   them:    that  they  did   not 
make  a  gain  of  their    miniftry,  nor  receive  fti- 
pends  or  hire  for  preaching ;  but  preached   the 
gofpel  freely,  according  to  ChrifVs  command  to 
his  minifters,    freely   ye    have   received,    freely 
give.     The  king  made  no   reply,  but  appeared 
very  ferious,  and  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer. 

With  the  king's  approbation  a  copy  of  the 
petition  was  alfo  delivered  by  George  Whitehead 
and  Gilbert  Latey  to  the  lord  keeper  Somers, 
who  received  it  courteoufly,  and  fignified  his 
readinefs  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  as  far  as 
the  law  would  admit,  alluring  them  that  the  king 
was  really  principled  in  favour  of  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  as  he  was  alfo.  And  in  a  lhort  time 
after,  an  aft  of  grace  was  pafifed,  whereby  about 
forty  friends  in  prifon  on  the  forementioned  ac- 
counts were  reftored  to  liberty. 

William   Penn     in    the   courfe    of    laft   yearwiiiiam 
paid    a    religious    vifit    to    feveral  of    the  wef-  pt,cnn  V1nfit8 

r  t  o  t  >      the  welteru 

tern  counties,  and  had  meetings  almoft  daily  in  counties. 
the  moft  confiderable  towns  and  other  places, 
which  were  greatly  crouded,  and  in  many  places 
were  held  in  the  town-hall,  as  the  only  place 
capable  of  containing  the  numbers  who  flocked 
to  hear   him.     And  in   this  year   repeating  his 

vifit 
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c  h  a  p.  vifit  to  the  fame  quarter,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
tt«      of  the   city  of  Wells,    from  the  accounts    they 
V-'~V'"N~;  had  of  his  public  meetings  lafl  year  in    mod   of 
l®95?    the  great  towns  (this  excepted)  expreffed   a  de- 
Are  that   he  might  appoint  a  meeting  there  alfo. 
lie  went  thither  accordingly,  and  John  Whiting 
and  Robert  Holder  went  to  feek  a  fuitable  place 
to  hold  it  in,  and  alio  to  give  information  there- 
of to  the  bifhop,  according  to  the  prefcription  of 
the  act  of  toleration,  which  appeared  afterwards 
Htappomts tQ  be  a  meafure  of  expediency;  after  they   had 
■tWcifcj     got  a  grant  of  the  market-houfe,  the  clerk  of  the 
whuins      market   being  dilluaded   by  fome  perfons    who 
i>\  order  of  were  unfriendly,  retracted  his  promife,  and  when 
the  mayor   tney  came  at   the  time   appointed    refufed    them 
admittance  ;  whereupon  they  concluded,  to  hold 
the  meeting  at  their  inn,  and  took  care  previoufiy 
to  certify  it  alfo  to  the  bifhop.    The  meeting  was 
held  in  a  large  room  with  a  balcony  to  the  llreet ; 
the  room  was  quickly  filled,  and  there  was  alfo 
a  great  concourfe  in  the  ftreet  ;  fa  that  for  the 
conveniency  of    the   double   auditory,    William 
Penn  placed  himfelf  in  the  balcony,  and  thence 
preached  to  the  people  ;  but  in  the  midfl  of  his 
declaration  he  was  interrupted  by   officers  from 
the  mayor  with  the  following  warrant : 


"  Wells  City  and  ?       "  To  all  conftables,  ver- 
"  Borough.      3  "  derors,    and   ferjeants    at 
"  mace  of  the  faid  city. 

"  Whereas  William  Penn  and  feveral  others 
*'  called  Quakers,  are  now  riotouily  and  unlaw- 
"  fully  aflembled  and  gathered  together  in  this 
M  city,  and  the  faid  William  Penn  is  now  preach- 
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"  ing  or  teaching  in  a  houfe  not  licenfed   ac-  chap. 
"  cording  to  the  late  act  of  parliament ;  thefe      ix. 
"  are  therefore  to  require  you  to  take  the  faid  v^-v-v^ 
:t  William  Penn,  and  him  immediately  to  bring     l69'5» 
;c  before  us  to  anfwer  the  premifes.      Given  un- 
:c  der  our  hands  and  feals  this  15th  day  of  No- 
"  vember,   1695. 

"  MATTHEW  BARON,  Mayor. 

"  WIIJLIAM  SALMON." 

The  officers,  rudely  officious,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  vrait  till  he  had  done,  although 
iefired,  but  forced  him  away  inftantly  before  the 
nagiftrates,  who  upon  examination  finding  the 
loule  was  certified,  and  that  by  difturbing  a 
lawful  affembly  for  an  unlawful  one,  they  had 
exceeded  their  commiffion,  they  excufed  the 
natter  as  well  as  they  could,  and  prefently  dif- 
nifled  him.  In  this  tranfaction  we  have  an  evi- 
dence that  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  furvived  the 
ict  of  toleration,  and  that  the  difpofition  to  in- 
ure (till  remained  in  many  minds,  although  the 
sower  to  gratify  it  was  taken  away. 

Thefe  magiftrates  afterwards  threatened  the 
innkeeper  to  fine  him  for  a  conventicle  held  in 
his  houfe,  fo  earned  were  they  to  revive  the 
Former  feverities  ;  but  the  bifhop's  certificate  of 
the  due  notice  being  produced,  fecured  the  man 
from  their  mifchievous  defigns. 

Friends  after  all  this  hired  a  houfe  in  this  city 
For  a  meeting-place,  and  William  Penn  came 
thither  again,  and  had  a  meeting  to  good  fatif- 
fa&ion.     Several  other  meetings,  and  the  quar- 

Vol.  III.  C  c  terly 
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chap,  terly  meeting  for  the  county,   were  afterwards 

ix.      held  there. 

v — v*— '       This  year  friends   of-  the  meeting  for   fuffer- 

l&95'    ings    in  London   renewed    their    application    to 

parliament,  for   accepting  the  folemn  affirmation 

of  the    members   of  their   fociety  inftead  of  an 

oath,  by  the  following  cafe  and  petition. 


Application 
for  relief  in 
the  cafe  of 
i'wearir.g. 


The  fuflfering  cafe  of  the  People  commonly 
"  called  Quakers,  relating  to  oaths  and  fwear- 
"  ing,  humbly  offered. 

"  It  is  not  unknown  to  this  nation,  that  ever 
fmce  we  were  a  people,  it  ,hath  been  our 
principle  not  to  fwear,  make,  or  take  oaths, 
which  he,  who  is  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 
knows  is  no  other  than  a  cafe  of  pure  con- 
fcience,  in  tender  obedience  to, the  mind  of 
our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifr.,  as 
we  are  fully  perfuaded  (according  as  many 
eminent  martyrs  and  men  of  \yifdom  and  re- 
nown were,,  who  teftified  againft  oaths  and 
fwearing  in  the  gofpel  day)  and  not  obfti- 
nacy,  difaffection  or  worldly  interefts  whatso- 
ever on  our  parts ;  we  being  really  willing  and 
defirous  to  anfwer  the  jult  and  good  ends  of 

Jaw  and  government,  as  a  peaceable  people, 
fearing  God.;  and  for  this  caufe  of  not  fwear- 
ing we  have  been  expoled  to  great  furferings 
and  inconveni'encies  in  our  perfons  and  ef- 
tates,    by    tedious    imprifonments,     and    dil- 

;abled  from  receiving  our  due  debts,  or  de- 
fending our  juil  titles  and  properties  ;  not  fuf- 
fered  to  give  evidence  in  courts  of  judicature, 

"  at 


PEOPLE    called    QJJAKERS.  403. 

"  at  common  or  civil  law,  nor  to  anfwer  in  Chan-  c  hap. 

"  eery  or  Exchequer,    prove   wills   and   tefta-      ix« 

"  Rents;   or  take   adminiflrations,    or  to   pro-  ' — v— '. 

"  ceed  in  ou-  trades  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  or  be     l695* 

"  admitted  to  our  lands,  or  trufted  in  our  duties 

"  an.]  fervices  in  courts  leet  or  courts  baron,  but 

"  great   advantage  is  taken  againft  us,  becaufe 

"  we  fo  fear  an  oath,  as  that  we  dare  not  fwear ; 

"  for  which  caufe  alfo  our  children   and  young 

"  men  are  not  allowed  their  freedoms   in  cities 

"  or  corporations,    when    they    have    faithfully 

"  ferved  out  their   apprenticeihics  ;  nor    admit- 

"  ted  to  give  our  voices   in  elections   of  magi- 

"  ftrates  and  parliament  members  in  divers  pla- 

"  ces,    though  known  to  have  right  thereunto, 

"  as  freeholders,  occ. 

"  Wherefore  our  requeft  is,  that  in  all  cafes 
"  where  oaths  are  impaled,  and  fwearing  re- 
"  quired,  our  word,  that  is  our  folemn  affir- 
"  matron  or  denial,  as  in  the  fear  and  prefence 
of  God,  may  be  accepted  inftead  of  an  oath, 
for  which  we  humbly  offer,  and  freely  fub- 
mit,  that  if  any  under  the  fame  profeflion 
among  us,  break  their  word,  or  be  found  falfe 
in  fuch  affirmation  or  denial,  or  guilty  of  falfe- 
hood  in  any  unfworn  teftimony,  evidence  or 
**  anfwers,  that  then  fuch  penalty  be  inflicled  on 
"  the  perfon  fo  offending  as  law  and  juftice  re- 
"  quire  in  cafe  of  falfe  fwearing  or  perjury.** 

*'  To  the  refpe&ive  members  of  the  houfe  of  Application 
"  commons,  the  humble  application  of  thetotllchoufG 
"  people  commonly  called  Quakers.  mom!' 

"  We   the   faid   people,   being   members  of 

"  that    body   which  you    reprefent,   and   con- 

C  c  2  "  cerned 
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c  h  a  p. "  cerned     in    trade   and    induftry,    and    em* 
Ix«      "  ploying  many  poor  in   the    manufactories  of 

v-~ -v*-'  "  this  nation,  as  alfo  in  contributing  to  the 
1095.  "  charge  of  the  government  according  to  our 
"  abilities,  do  defire  and  humbly  crave  that  our 
"  liberties,  rights  and  properties  may  be  fecur- 
"  ed  to  us  and  ours,  that  we  may  no  longer  be 
"  expofed  to  unjuft  and  vexatious  fuits,  nor  be 
"  a  prey  to  ill  difpofed  perfons,  who  take  advan- 
"  tage  againft:  us,  to  profecute  and  ruin  us, 
"  merely  becaufe  in  point  of  tender  confcience, 
"  we  dare  not  /wear  in  any  cafe,  which  is  in 
"  obedience  to  the  command  of  our  blefTed 
"  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  we  verily 
"  believe  is  our  duty  in  this  gofpel  day ;  but 
"  hold  ourfelves  obliged  to  declare  and  teftify 
44  the  truth  without  oath,  in  cafes  wherein 
"  our  anfwers  and  teflimonies  may  be  re- 
"  quired. 

"  Wherefore  v/e  humbly  entreat  your  chrif- 
<l  tian  compaflion  in  your  favourable  acceptance 
"  of  our  petition,  which  is  for  leave  to  bring  in 
"  a  bill  for  our  relief,  and  fo  to  confider  our 
"  fuffering  cafe  as  if  it  were  your  own,  and  you 
"  in  our  ftead  ;  that  we  and  our  pofterity  may 
"  have  caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord  on  your  behalf." 

**  To  the  commons  of   England   in  parliament 
"  aflembled. 

Petition.     «  The   humble   petition   of   the  People   called 

"  Quakers. 

"  Sheweth, 

"  Our  many  long  and  renewed  fufferings  for 
**  not  fwearin?  we  hope  may  give  iktisfaction  to 

"  this 
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'*  this  nation,  that  it  is  purely  our  confcientious  chap. 

"  and    religious    principle   not  to  Jhvear  in  any      ix. 

"  cafe ,  in  tender  obedience  to  the  command  of  v*-^v-v-' 

"  our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  as     l695* 

"  we  are  fully  perfuaded,  and  according  to  the 

"  example  of  many  eminent  martyrs  and  men 

"  of  holinefs,  wifdom  and  renown,  who  tefti- 

"  fied  againft  oaths  and  fwearing  in  the  gofpel 

<c  day  ;  neverthelefs  we  have  been,  and  yet  are 

*'  expofed  in  our  perfons  to  tedious   imprifon- 

"  ments,  in   our  eftates   to   fequeftrations  and 

"  feizures,    difabled   from   defending   our  juft 

*'  titles  and  properties,  recovering  our  juft  debts, 

"  or  helping  others  in  like  cafes,  and  to  many 

"  unjuft  and  vexatious  fuits. 

"  Wherefore  the  power  of  relieving  us  by 
"  law  from  thefe  our  grievances  and  hardfhips, 
"  refling  in  the  king  and  parliament,  our  hum- 
"  ble  requeft  is,  that  you  will  favourably  pleafe 
"  to  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  our 
"  folemn  affirmation  or  denial  may  be  accept- 
"  ed  inftead  of  an  oath,  freely  fubmitting,  that 
"  whoever  in  this  cafe  mall  faifify  the  truth,  and 
*'  be  thereof  duly  convicted,  fhall  undergo  like 
"  pains  and  penalties  as  in  law  and  juftice  arc 
"  due  unto  perjured  perfons." 

A   committee  of  the  aforefaid   meeting  was 
moreover  appointed  to   foiicit  the   members  in 
favour  of  the  petition,  and  to  jprocure  the  paff- 
ing  of  a  bill  for  the    relief  of  friends.     They 
fhewed  copies  of  the   petition  to  many  of  the  Committee 
members,  to  furnifh  them  previoufly  with  a  clear  "J^JS? 
underftanding  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  as  hav-  members, 
ing  a  confcientious  fcruple  againft  violating  the  motcPthe 
command  of  Chrift,  [wear  not  at  alL  which  they  Rffinjj  of 

underftood"*^ 
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chap,  underftood  to  be  a  pofitive  prohibition  ;  alfo  to 
ix.      fhew  thern  the  great  neceliity  ot  affording  them  re- 

*——<'-"-   lief  in  this  caie*  by  reaicn  o,  the  hardfhipsand  dif- 
l695-    appointments  to  themielves  and  others,  for  want  of 
their  y.ower  to  give  legal  evidence  without  injur- 
ing their  coniciences. 

They  fpent  tome  weeks  in  folicitation  previous 
to  then  introuucuGn  of  etie  petition,  being  de- 
firous  that  it  might  not  be  preiented  too  haftily 
or  abruptly,  before  the  members  of  the  houfe 
were  properly  apprized  of  the  tenour  and  ten- 
dency thereof,  and  prepared  for  its  reception. 
They  then  applied  to  Edmund  Waller,  Efq;  to 
take  in  the  petition,  which  he  cheerfully  under- 
took, moved  the  reading  thereof,  and  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  the  folemn  affirmation^ 
&c.  which  motion  was  carried  by  a  great  majo- 
rity, and  leave  accordingly  given. 

The  friends  of  the  committee  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  procured  the  acceptance  of  their 
fimple  affirmation  or  negation  without  any  appeal 
to  the  divine  Being ;  but  their  friends  in  the 
houfe,  who  were  rejoiced  at  their  fuccefs  fo  far, 
and  who  were  active  in  promoting  the  bill,  giv- 
ing their  opinion,  that  to  make  the  atteflation  fo 
folemn  in  courts  of  juftice,  as  to  be  adequate  to 
the  idea  of  the  parliament,  there  mull  be  fome 
folemn  or  facred  expreflions  refpecting  the  om- 
nifcience  of  God,  as,  folcnmly  to  declare  the  truth 
in  his  prefence,  in  which  form  they  thought  it 
more  eligible  to  acquiefce,  than  to  rifque  the 
lofmg  of  the  bill.  In  this  form  it  palled  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

In  order  to  procure  it  an  eafy  paffage  through 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  cafe  of  friends  was  re- 
printed and  enlarged;  particularly  with  reference 

to 
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to  the  Menonifls  in  Holland,  who  had  fmce  1577  chap. 
the  indulgence  granted  them,  that  their  Tea  and      Ix« 
Nay  mould  be  accepted  inflead  of  an  oath,  they  ^^v^o 
being  fubjecl:  in  cafe  of  falfifying  the  truth  to  the     l695« 
penalty    of   perjury,    and    no  public  or  private 
damage  had  been  found  to  refult  therefrom. 

But  although  king  William  had  made  it  his 
fludy  to  fill  up  the  vacant  fees  with  men  of  dif- 
tinguiihed   moderation,  yet  there  feemed  to  re- 
main dill  fome  bifhops  of  the  old  cad,  who  re-  in  the  houic 
tained    an     averfion   to    the    eafe  intended     by  °[<h°0rpSsen< 
this  bill,  and  excepting  againfl  the    form  of  af-^eavourto 
firmation,  aimed  at  defeating  the  benefit  there- thelrappii- 
of,  by  fubflituting  an  oath   in  effect,  in   a  diffe-  cation. 
rent  form,  in  place  of  an  oath  in  the  common 
form.      Inflead   of  the   affirmation,   as    it    came 
from  the  commons,  they   wanted  to   introduce Bychang- 
more  folemn  affeverations,  fuch  as,  I  call  God  to  tQ?m  0ef  tne 
witnefs    and   judge,  &c.  I   call   God    to    record  afr'rmatIon 

Jo'  #  rinto  a 

upon  my  foul,  and  appeal  to  God  as  a  judge  of  folemn  oath 
the  truth  of  what  I  fay,  &c.  which  the  c6m-j?ancw 
mittee  of  the  meeting  for  fufferings  being  in- 
formed of  by  fome  of  the  temporal  peers,  who 
were  friendly,  and  wiffied  to  redrefs  the  grievan- 
ces of  the  fociety  in  this  refpeet,  juftly  remarked 
that  the  end  of  their  felicitation  and  petitioning 
to  be  freed  from  all  oaths,  as  contrary  to  their 
confeientious  perfuafion,  would  be  manifeftly  de- 
feated by  the  impofition  of  a  new  oath,  in  which 
light  they  underflood  all  thefe  propofed  forms  of 
expreflion,  whereinto  the  invocation  of  the  fa- 
cred  name  as  judge  or  avenger  was  intro.duceo!. 
Upon  this  representation  the  peers  returned  into 
the  houfe,  and  entered  into  a  frefh  debate,  and 
returning  back  to  the  friends  in  waiting,  in- 
formed them  that  they  had  brought  the  bifhops 
to  agree  to  this  amendment,  to  add  after   the 

word 


4©  8 


HISTORY     of     the 


1695. 


F«rm  of 
fir  ft  affir 

niatioii. 


Claufe  re 
fpedling 
tithes. 


chap,  word  [God]  thefe  words  [the  witnefs  of  the  truth 
IX*  of  whatl  fay]  and  earneftly  perfuaded  them  to  agree 
to  the  addition  of  thefe  words,  rather  than  lofe  the 
bill,  whereupon  the  faid  friends,  finding  they 
could  do  no  better,  confented  to  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  their  difcretion  ;  fo  the  bill  was  finally 
pafled,  with  an  affirmation  in  this  form,  /,  A.  B. 
do  declare  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  the 
witnefs  of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay. 

The  act  as  pafled,  befides  the  foregoing,  con- 
tained the  following  article. 

"  Fourthly,  And  whereas,  by  reafon  of  a  pre- 
"  tended  fcruple  of  confeience,  Quakers  do  re- 
"  fufe  to  pay  tithes  and  church-rates,  be  it  en- 
"  acted,  by  the  authority  afoiefaid,  that  where 
"  any  Quaker  fhall  refufe  to  pay  or  compound 
"  for  his  great  or  fmall  tithes,  or  to  pay  any 
"  church-rates,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
"  and  for  the  two  next  juftices  of  peace  of  the 
"  fame  county  (other  than  fuch  juftice  of  the 
"  peace  as  is  patron  of  the  church  or  chapel 
"  whence  the  faid  tithes  do  or  fhall  arife,  or  any 
"  ways  interested  in  the  laid  tithes)  upon  the 
"  complaint  of  any  parfon,  vicar,  farmer  or 
"  proprietor  of  tithes,  church-warden  or  church- 
"  wardens,  who  ought  to  have,  receive  or  col- 
"  left  the  fame,  by  warrant  under  their  hands 
"  and  feals,  to  convene  before  them  fuch  Qua- 
"  ker  or  Quakers  neglecling  or  refufing  to  pay 
"  or  compound  for  the  fame,  and  to  examine 
"  upon  oath,  which  oath  the  faid  juftices  are 
"  hereby  empowered  to  adminilter,  or  in  fuch 
"  manner  as  by  this  acl:  is  provided,  the  truth 
"  and  juftice  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  af- 
*'  certain  and  ftate  what  is  due  and  payable  by 
."  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers  to  the  party  or  par- 

"  tie* 
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"  ties  complaining  ;  and  by  order  under  their  c  h  a  1*. 
"  hands  and  feals  to  direct  and  appoint  the  pay-  ix. 
"  ment  thereof,  fo  as  the  fum  ordered  as  afore-  ^— ~v — ' 
"  faid  do  not  exceed  ten  pounds  ;  and  upon  re-  l695* 
"  fufal  by  fuch  Quaker  or  Quakers  to  pay,  ac- 
"  cording  to  fuch  order,  it  mall  and  may  be 
"  lawful  to  and  for  any  one  of  the  faid  juftices, 
"  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  feai  to  levy  the 
"  money  thereby  ordered  to  be  paid,  by  diftrefs 
"  and  fale  of  goods  of  fuch  offender,  his  ex- 
"  ecutors  or  administrators,  rendering  only  the 
"  overplus  to  him,  her  or  them,  neceffary  char- 
"  ges  of  diftraining  being  thereout  firlt  deduct- 
"  ed  and  allowed  by  the  faid  juftice  ;  and  any 
*'  perfon  finding  him,  her  or  themfelves  aggriev- 
"  ed  by  any  judgment  given  by  fuch  two  jufti- 
"  ces  of  the  peace,  fhall  and  may  appeal  to  the 
"  next  general  quarter  feiTions  to  be  held  for  the 
"  county,  riding,  city  or  town  corporate  ;  and 
"  the  juftices  of  the  peace  there  prefent,  or  the 
"  major  part  of  them,  fhall  proceed  finally  to 
"  hear  and  determine  the  matter,  and  to  reverfe 
"  the  faid  judgment,  if  they  fhall  fee  caufe  ; 
*'  and  if  the  juftices  then  prefent,  or  the  major 
"  part  of  them,  fhall  find  caufe  to  continue  the 
"  judgment  given  by  the  firft  two  juftices  of 
"  the  peace,  they  fhall  then  decree  the  fame  by 
"  order  of  feffions,  and  fhall  alfo  proceed  to 
"  give  fuch  cofts  againft  the  appellant,  to  be  le- 
"  vied  by  diftrefs  and  fale  of  goods  and  chattels 
"  of  the  faid  appellant,  as  to  them  fhall  feem 
"  juft  and  reafonable  ;  and  no  proceedings  or 
"  judgment  had  or  to  be  had  by  virtue  of  this 
*'  act  fhall  be  removed  or  fuperfeded  by  any  writ 
**.  of  certiorari  or  other  writ  out  of  his  majefty's 
"  courts   at  Weftminfter,    or  any  other   court 

"  whatfoever, 
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chap.  "  whatfoever,    unlefs   the   title   of    fuch    tithes 

ix.      "  fhall  be  in  queftion." 
*—* -v^->      This  act  for  feven  years,  was  at  the  expira- 
l695'    tion  continued  for  eleven  years   longer,  and  af- 
terwards in  the  year  17 15  made  perpetual ;  but 
the  terms  of  this  affirmation  being  ftill   uneafy 
to  many  friends,  who  confeientioufly  fcrupling 
the  ufe  thereof,  as  in  their  opinion  approaching 
too  near  the  nature  of  an  oath,  by  reafon  of  an 
implied  appeal  to  God  for  the  truth,  applied  for 
an  amendment  thereof  in  the  year  1721,  and  ob- 
tained their  requeft. 
BHibrowght     Whilft  king   William  was   ftudioufly  endea- 
fafer  bet of  vourmS    to   reuevre   the   people    called   Quakers 
linuii  tkhes  from  their  fufferings  and  hardfhips  to  which  they 
^jchurJv  were  expofed,  the  high-church  ecclefiafticks  were 
contriving    to  bring   them  under  the  lafh  of  a 
frefh  penal  law.     A  bill   was  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  lords  about  this  time,  by  the  biihop  of 
London,  and  warmly  promoted  by  him,  for  the 
better  payment  of  church-rates,  fmall  tithes  and 
other  church  dues,  whereby  the  penalties  of  the 
a&  of  32  Henry  VIII.  for  the  recovery  of  pre- 
dial tithes  were  extended  to  fmall  tithes,  repair- 
ing the  public  places  of  worfhip,  clerk's  wages, 
and  even  the  demands  of  the  fexton  ;  fo  that  for 
a  trifling  demand  of  perhaps  lei's  than  a  milling 
any  perfon  might  be  fubjected  to  the  enormous 
expenfe   of   a  fuit    in    the    ecclefiaftical   courts, 
and  if  he  did  not  obey  the  monition  of  the  judge 
to  pay  the  demands  and  cofts,  he  was  to  be  at- 
tached, and    committed    to  prifon  without  bail 
or  mainprize,  as  fpecified  in  the  aforefaid  a£l  of 
Henry  VIII.  for  predial  tithes,  with  this  addition, 
that  the  juftices  may  grant  warrants  to   diftrain 

the 
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the  goods  of  defendants  in  fuch  caufes,  or  im-  chap. 
prifon  if  no  diftrefs  could  be  found.  W-* 

A  bill  of  this  tendency  to  bring   very   fevere  V-v—** 
injury  to  the  people  called  Quakers  muftneceffa-     l695« 
rily  awaken  the  attention  of  the  meeting  for  fuf- 
ferings  in  London.  Having  previoufly  procured  Friends  of 
a  copy  of  the  bill,    and  prepared  fome   excep-  p°ar  againft 
tions  to  it,  (hewing  how  injurious  it  would  be** 
to  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  fubject.,  and 
how  repugnant  to   common  law  and   juftice,  if 
paffed  into  an  act,  and  having  notice  of  the  day 
appointed  for   a  committee  of  the  lords  to   lit 
upon  it,    fome  of  the  friends  of  London  were 
admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  faid   committee. 
The  bifnop  of  London  being   chairman  interro- 
gated them  what  reaion  they  had  to  except  againft 
the  bill  ?  To  which  George  Whitehead  replied, 
the  fame  reafon  that  is  given  in  the  act  of  par- 
liament   17  Charles   I.  for   aboliming  the   ftar- 
chamber  and  high  commifiion   courts,  ;t  being 
conceived  with  fubmiffion,  that  the  fame  reafons 
may  be  objected  to  the  prefent  bill,  as  giving  ab- 
folute  power    to    the  ecclefiaftical  courts,    their 
judges  and  ordinaries,  to  pafs  definitive  fentence 
without    appeal,    and    conveying    to  them  the 
power    of    becoming    arbitrary   and  oppreffive, 
which  were  the  reafons   affigned    for  a.1.  :>lifhing 
the  aforefaid  arbitrary  courts. 

The  temporal  lords  were  very  civil  and  kind 
during  the  conference,  and  after  much  difcourfe 
the  bilhop  afking  if  they  had  any  exceptions  to 
offer  in  writing,  was  anlwered  in  the  affirmative, 
and  the  following  exceptions  produced  : 


Exceptions 
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c  h  a  p.  "  Exceptions  againft  the  bill,  entitled  an  act  for 
ix.  «  the  better  payment   of  church-rates,  fmall 

*ta— v-*-'       "  tithes,    and  other  church    dues ;    and  for 
j  695.        «  better  palling  church-wardens  accounts. 

Exception*. 
*g»inil  the 
bilk 


it 


Humbly  offered, 


"  It   is  obferved,    That  in  the    faid  bill  no 
"  appeal  to  any  other  or  higher  court  is  grant- 
"  ed,  or  provifion  made  for  redrcfs  or  reftitu- 
"  tion  to  the   perfons  wrongfully  profecuted  ; 
**  nor  for  the  punimment  of  fuch  as  may   ma- 
*'  licioufly  or  wrongfully  profecute  others  ;  but 
tc"  the  ecclefiaftical  judge  is  made  the  fole  judge 
"  and   determiner,    by   his   definitive  fentence, 
"  concerning  the  penalties  upon  the  perfons  and 
"  perfonal  eftates. — No  trial  by  juries  allowed, 
"  although  the  penalty  fcems  to  be  two-fold,   or 
*'  of  two   kinds,  imprifonment  of  perfons  and 
"  diftrefs   of  goods. — No   difcharge  of  the  pri- 
**  foner  provided  when  diftrefs  is  made ;  doth 
"  not  this  amount  to  two  punimments  for  one 
"  offence  (fuppofed)  that  is  lofs  of  liberty  and 
"  lofs  of  goods,   tending    to   ftarve    the    poor 
"  widow  and  children  at  home  ? — No  legal  ex- 
*'  cufe  admitted  or  provided  for  the  party  cited, 
"  fummoned  or  profecuted,  fuppofe  he  be  gone 
"  a  long  journey,  or  otherv/ife  unavoidably  pre- 
"  vented  by   his  emergent  occafions   from  ap- 
"  pearing,  but  he  mult    be   taken  pro  eonfeJ}oy 
"  which  is  to   condemn  him  without  hearing. 
"  The  penalty  the  fame  for  not  paying  the  clerks 
*'  or  fexton  or  church-rates,  as  is  for  not  pay- 
*'  ing  fmall    tithes.      Query,    How  can   this  be 
J*  equal  or  bear  proportion  f  May   not  this   in- 

"  creafc 
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"  creafe  our  trouble  and  fufterings,  by  thus  giv*  chap, 
"  ing  power  to  fo  many,  and  fuch  profecutors      *x. 
"  as  clerks,  fextons,  &c.  and  on  fuch  fmall  ac*  y~'*v^S 
"  counts  as  theirs.  l695« 

"  Any  party  or  witnefies  cited  to  appear  in 
*"  the  ecclefiafticai  court  are  liable  to  imprifon- 
"  ment  upon  certificate  from  the  faid  court, 
"  which  is  or  may  be  very  hard,  efpecially  as 
"  to  our  friends,  who  cannot  for  confcience- 
"  fake  fwear  in  any  cafe. 

"  Whether  this  bill  does  not  exceed  the  fta- 
*'  tute  32  Henry  VIII.  c.  7.  in  feverity,  and  give 
*'  greater  and  more  abfolute  power  to  the  ec- 
*'  clefiaftical  courts  over  men's  perfons  and  pro- 
"  perties  than  ever  they  had,  excepting  the  power 
"  of  the  ftar-chamber  and  the  ecclefiafticai  com- 
"  mifiioners,  or  high  commiffion  court,  taken 
"  away,  repealed  and  made  void,  17  Car.  I. 
"  chap.  10,  11.  An  appeal  feems  allowed,  flat. 
"  Hen.  VIII.  chap.  7.  §  3.  Here's  none  in  this 
"  bill.  Imprifonments  till  fureties  to  perform 
*'  the  definitive  fentence  and  judgment  of  the 
"  court  ecclefiafticai,  but  no  diftrefs  of  goods 
"  in  the  interim,  by  the  faid  ftatute  32  Henry_ 
"  VIII.  chap.  7.  §  4.  which  yet  is  very  hard  and 
"  fevere  of  itfelf. 

"  It  is  alfo  with  fubmiflion  conceived  that 
"  other  reafons  againft  this  bill  may  be  duly  al- 
<c  ledged,  and  fuch  as  formerly  did  legally  and 
"  juftly  induce  the  parliament  to  repeal  the  fta~ 
44  tute  made  the  eleventh  year  of  Henry  VII. 
"  chap.  3.  which  was  repealed  in  the  firft  year 
"  of  Henry  VIII.  chap.  6.  vide  Chief  Juftice 
"  Coke's  Inftitutes,  part  4,  folio  40,  41,  and 
M  fecond  part,  folio  5 1 ,  where  Richard  Empfon 
**  and  Edmund  Dudley's  arbitrary  proceedings 

*'  thereupon 
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CHAP."  thereupon  are  difcovered  and  condemned,  as 
ix.      "  well  as   the  faid  court   of  flar-ch~mber,  and 

V-v^  "  the  power  of  the  high  commimon  court,  were 
1695.    «  taken  away  by  king  and  parliament,  as  before 
"  quoted. 

"  'Tis  conceived  that  the  fame  reafons  for 
<c  removing  thofe  courts  and  repeal  of  the 
"  branch  of  the  faid  flatute,  lEliz.  (which  gave 
"  them  their  power  and  jurif diction)  ftand  good 
"  againft  the  prefent  bill,  as  being  contrary  to 
«c  the  great  charter  and  common  courfe  of  juf- 
ci  tice,  by  giving  fuch  abfolute  power  to  the  ec- 
"  clefiaflical  courts  and  their  judges,  to  deter- 
"  mine  and  give  definitive  fentence  and  judg- 
4<  ment  upon  iubjects  perfonal  eftates  or  goods 
•'  and  chattels,  and  for  confinement  of  perfons'; 
"  which  tends  greatly  to  opprefs,  burden  and 
"  ruin  them.  Laftly,  the  liberty  of  confcience 
"  already  confirmed  by  law  may  greatly  be  in- 
"  fringed  and  leffened,  if  the  ecclefiaftical  judges 
u  or  courts  have  fuch  abfolute  power  and  jurif- 
*f  diction  given  them  over  men's  perfons  and  pro- 
"  perties,  according  to  the  import  of  the  prefent 
'"  bill  ;  which  it  is  really  believed  muft  needs 
<c  greatly  diffatisfy  many  thoufands  of  the  king's 
M  confcientious  proteflant  fubjects,  and  increafe 
"  the  number  of  prifoners,  of  which  there"  are 
"  many  on  the  account  of  confcience  already."' 

The  bill  was  laid  afide. 


CHAP. 


PEOPLE    called    QUAKERS.  415 
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Treaty  of  Ryfwick. — Addrefs  of  the  People  called 
Quakers  thereupon* — A  Spirit  of  Perfccution  re- 
vived,— So ?ne  Priejis  of  Norfolk  challenge  to  a 
Difpute. — They  publifh  two  abufive  Tracls. — 
Anfwered  by  George  Whitehead. — Remonjlrance 
by  William  Penn. — They  procure  a  Petition  a- 
gainft  the  Quakers  to  Parliament. — The  Petition 
fuppreffed. — Second  Petition  from  the  Magi- 
Jlrates  of  Edmundjbury,  Suffolk,  alfo  fuppreffed. 
— Account  of  Charles  Marfhall. — Account  of 
John  Crook. 

J\  TREATY  of  peace  was  concluded  at  Ryf-  chap. 
wick  this   year  between  England,  France  and       x. 
Holland,  whereby  the  nation  was  relieved  from  ^^r^J 
a  long  and  expenfive  war,  and  king  William  ac-     l697- 
knowledged  by  Lewis  XIV.  as  king  of  Great 
Britain,  who  alfo  engaged  not  to  difturb  king 
William  in  the  poffemon  of  his  realms  and  go- 
vernment,   nor  aflift   his  enemies,    nor  favour 
confpiracies  againft  his  perfon.  AddrefTes  of  con- 
gratulation hereupon  being  made  or  fent  up  to 
the  king  from  many  quarters,  and  from  mod  or 
all  other   focieties  of  proteftants  ;    this    fociety 
alfo  in  point  of  gratitude  for  the  religious  liberty 
they  now  enjoyed,  and  to  teftify  their   fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  reftoration  of  peace,  prefented  the 
following  addrefs  : 

"  To 


a 
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x.      "  To  king  "William  the  third,  over  England,  &c. 

*697»  "  The  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  People 
kingwii-  M  commonly  called  (Quakers,  numbly  pre- 
fc»«the      «  fented. 

treaty  »l 
Itjfwick. 

"  May  it  pleafe  the  king, 

"  Seeing  the  mod  high  God,  who  ruleth  in 
the  kingdoms  of  men,  and  appointeth  over 
,c  them  whomfoever  he  will,  hath  by  his  .over- 
"  ruling  power  and  providence  placed  thee  in 
"  dominion  and  dignity  over  thefe  realms,  and 
"  by  his  divine  favour  has  fignally  preferred 
"  and  delivered  thee  from  many  great  and  immi- 
"  nent  dangers,  and  gracioufly  turned  the  cala- 
"  mity  of  war  into  the  defired  mercy  of  peace  ; 
*c  we  heartily  wifh  that  we  and  all  others  con- 
•'  cerned  may  be  truly  fenfible  and  humbly 
"  thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  fame,  that 
"  the  peace  may  be  a  lading  and  perpetual  blef- 
"  fmg. 

"  And  now,  O  king,  the  God  of  peace  hav- 
"  ing  returned  thee  in  fafety,  it  is  caufe  of  joy 
"  to  them  that  fear  him,  to  hear  thy  good  and 
"  feafonable  refolution  effectually  to  difcourage 
"  profanenefs  and  immorality,  righteoufnefs 
"  being  that  which  exalteth  a  nation.  And  as 
"  the  king  has  been  tenderly  inclined  to  give 
"  eafe  and  liberty  of  confeience  to  his  fubjects 
"  of  different  perfuafions  (of  whofe  favours  we 
"  have  largely  partaken)  £0  we  efteem  it  our 
<c  duty  gratefully  to  commemorate  and  acknow- 
"  ledge  the  fame,  earneflly  befeeching  Almighty 
M  God  to  aflilt  the  king  to  profecute  all  thefe 

"  his 


. 


People  called  Quakers.  4i7 

M  his  juft  and  good  inclinations,  that  his   days  chap. 
"  here  may  be  happy  and  peaceable,  and  here-       x. 
"  after  he  may  partake  of  a  lading   crown  that  v-*-v<»«' 
"  will  never  fade  away."  l697- 

London,  7th  of  1 1™.  called  January,   1697. 

The   fociety   of   people,    called  Quakers,  al-     1698. 
though  they  now  enjoyed  the  exemptions  of  theAfPiritof 

•  •  •  n  persecution 

a£l  of  toleration,  did  not  enjoy  them  unmolefted.  revived. 
There  (till  furvived  a  fpirit  of  perfecution  and 
intolerance  in  fundry  ecclefiafticks  and  others, 
who  envied  them  the  liberty  with  which  they 
were  favoured,  and  united  their  exertions  to  de- 
prive them  thereof.  The  firft  effort  about  this 
time  was  made  by  fome  priefts  of  Norfolk,  at  the 
mitigation  of  one  Francis  Bugg,  who  formerly 
made  profeflion  with  the  people  called  Quakers, 
and  had  apoftatized  from  them  fome  years  be- 
fore, whether  with  William  Rogers  and  the  fe- 
paratifts  of  that  day,  or  before,  I  find  no  certain 
account ;  he  feems  to  have  been  of  too  little  con- 
fequence  to  be  particularly  noticed,  only  in  a 
curfory  manner,  in  any  records  or  memoirs  of 
this  people  1  have  met  with. 

Thefe  Norfolk  priefts  commenced  hoftilities  by  somepridh 
a  challenge  to  a  public  meeting  in  their   parifn  thaiieng°e  to 
church  (fo  called)  at  Weft  Deerham,  where  fome  a  difputc. 
friends  of  London  and  of  the  country  met  them; 
the  priefts  had  got  many  books  written  by  fome 
of  the  fociety,  and  endeavoured  from  thence  to 
draw  injurious  conclufions,  which  they  could  not 
make  good,  nor  gain  the  advantage  they  expecl:- 
$d  and  aimed  at  in  this  difpute. 

Vol.  IIL  D  d  Being 


tig  HISTORY     of     the 

Being  difappointed  in  their  hopes  in  this  verbal 
controverfy,  they  then  look  up  the  pen,  and  pub- 
limed  two  tracts,  entitled,   ift.  A    Brief  Difco- 
1698.    very,    &c.   2d,    Some  few   of  the   Quakers  many 
lifh7wr0U  "  horrid  Blafphemics  ;  and   now  difcovering   their 
abufivc       real  intention,  they  prefented  thefe  calumniating 
tracts  to  the  parliament  or  members  thereof,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  their  further  attempts. 

Thefe  books,  written  with  defign  to  reprefent 
the  principles  of  the  (.makers  bkii'phemous,  and 
the  people  feditious,  met  with  fuitable  anfwers 
by  George  Whitehead,  wherein  their  ungenerous 
aims  were  detected,  and  their  acrimonious  and 
injurious  aflfertions  refuted  ;  and  copies  of  this 
b^Gcorge  anrwer  were  alfo  delivered  to  the  members  of 
whitehead,  parliament,  to  obviate  any  ill  impreilions  from 
their  mifreprefentations. 

But  as  thefe  anfwers  could  not  be  finifhed  and 
printed  off  fo  expeditioufly  as  the   exigency   re- 
Or™°"b     quired,  the  following  brief  remonftrance,  drawn 
w.  Peun.    up    by  William   Penn,   was  in    the  mean    time 
printed,  and  handed  to  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment. 

"  It  does  not  furprize  us  to  be  evilly  en- 
"  treated,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  that  have  an 
"  interefl  in  doing  it.  But  if  confeience  pre- 
'*  vailed  more  than  contention,  and  charity  over- 
"  ruled  prejudice,  we  might  hope  for  fairer 
"  quarter  from  our  adverfaries. 

"  But  fuch  is  our  unhappinefs,  that  nothing 
"  lefs  will  fatisfy  them  than  breaking  in  upon 
"  the  indulgence  that  we  enjoy,  if  they  could 
cc  pcrfuade  the  government  to  fecond  their  at- 
"  tempts  to  a  new  perfecution,  in  order  to  which 
"  we  perceive  they  have  been  hard  at  work  to 
*'  pervert  our   books,    violate  our  fenfe,  abufe 

"  our 
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"  our  practice,  and  ridicule  our  perfons  ;  know-  CHAP. 
H  ing  very  well   with  whom  they  have  to  do,      x. 
"  and  that  the   patience  of    our  profeffion    is  ^-"v^-/ 
"  their  fecurity  for  abufing  of  it.  I(598« 

*'  However,  if  it  has  weight  enough  with  our 
"  fuperiors  to  expect  a  frefh  defence  of  our 
'*  principles  and  practices,  we  (hall,  with  God's 
"  affiftance,  be  ready,  for  their  fatisfaction, 
"  once  more  to  juftify  both,  againft  the  infults 
"  of  our  reftlefs  adverfaries ;  who  otherwife, 
"  we  take  leave  to  fay,  would  not  deferve  our 
"  notice,  fmce  we  have  already  repeatedly  an- 
"  fwered  their  objections  in  print,  and  think  it 
"  our  duty,  as  well  as  wifdom,  to  ufe  the  li- 
"  berty  the  government  has  favoured  us  with, 
"  in  as  peaceable  and  inoffenfive  a  manner  as 
"  may  be.'* 

Notwithstanding  which,  thefe  priefts  and  their 
afliftant  Francis  Bugg,  and  other  abettors,  not 
contented  with  vilifying  th^  people  called  Qua- 
kers with  their  grofs  afperfions  in  print,  proceed- 
ed in  their  defign,  and  procured  an  invidious 
petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons  replete  withT,?efe 
general  inveclives  againft  this  people,  accufations  pr^ure  aa 
without  grounds,  and  calumnies  which  they  could  "Jvidious 

,  r        .,,  .  J,  petition  to 

not  prove  ;  a  copy  whereor  will   evince  the  ex-  parliament. 
tent  of  their  evil  difpofition,  and  their  reluctance 
to  the  toleration  granted  by  the  late  act. 


"  To  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

?  Norfolk  petition  of  juftices  and  grand  jurors. 

"  We  cannot  without  refentment  take  notice 

*  of  the  great  growth  and  daily  increafe  of  the 

D  d  2  "  (Quakers, 


fi 
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chap."  Quakers,  and  the  mi/chiefs  and  dangers  front 

x.      "  thence  threatening  this  nation. 

*-— v*-'      "  It  is  obfervable  with  what  refllefs  zeal  their 

1698.     a  deluding  teachers,  and  (as  we  fufpect)  many 

"  Romijh  emiffliries  under  their   difguife   ramble 

"  into  all  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and   boldly 

fpread  their  venomous  doclrines  every  where  ; 

attempting  to  infeel  and   (hake   the   minds  of 

weak  protectants  ;  and  affuming  rules  of  dif- 

cipline,  powers    in    matters  of   religion    and 

u  forms  of  government,  repugnant  to  the  eita- 

"  blimed  kws  of  this  kingdom,  contrary  to  the 

<c  very  a6V.  of  toleration,  and  not  allowed  to  any 

"  other  diffenters ;  vouching  all  their  actions  by 

"  divine  infpiration   for  their  warrant,  and  the 

"  indulgence  of  the  government  for  their  in- 

"  demnity. 

"  How  apparently  their  blqfphcmous  books  and 
'  pernic'wws  principles  tend  to  fubvert  the  funda- 
mentals of  chriftianity  and  undermine  the  ci- 
vil- government  is  fufHciently  demonflrable  ; 
the  publifhing  whereof,  by  pretended  per- 
miffion  of  the  government,  is  of  a  molt  dan- 
"  gerous  confequence. 

"  The  prayer  is  to  take  thefe  things  into  con- 
1  fideration,  that  (with  whatfoever  tendernefs 
**  to  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thefe  people,) 
their  faid  principles  and  practices  may  be 
(trictly  examined,  and  cenfured  or  fupprefled 
"  as  they  (hall  appear  to  deferve,  and  as  in 
"  your  great  wifdom  (hall  feem  expedient ; 
"  and  that  the  true  chriltian  religion  may  be 
"  preferved  from  popifh  iuperftition  and  unpol- 
M  luted  with  enthufiaftical  innovations." 

U 


(( 
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k  is  unneceflary  to    make  any   comment  wichap. 
this   extraordinary  petition,  it  fpeaks  for   itfelf,       *• 
that   the  fpirit  of  persecution  furvived  the  act  of  v->'^v->>-' 
toleration  in  the  breads  of  all   concerned  in   it.     ,698- 

Two  prieils,  John    Meriton   and    L Top- 

-cliff  attended  the  parliament  to  folicit  the  intro- 
ducing of  their  petition  into  the  houfe ;  but  the 
times  were  now  changed,  and  more  liberal  fen- 
timents  in  refpect  to  religious  liberty  generally 
adopted  by  all  men  of  fenfe  and  candour,  than 
had  prevailed  in  the  preceding  reigns.  Friends  Friends oV 
having-  obtained  a  copy  of  the  petition  fiiewed  it  ta,n,a  C"W 

r  1      r    i  t  1  r  !•  of  the  peti- 

to  feveralor  the  leading  members  or  parliament,  tion,  and 
and  how  the  direct  tendency  thereof  was  to  make^^" 
void   the  act  of  toleration,    and    the  liberty    of  bersofpar- 
confeienee  legally  granted  by  the  -government. hamcIU- 
This  confequence  was   too  obvious,   not    to  be 
perceived  by  the  members  at  the  firfl  view,  and 
they  refolved  accordingly  to  fet  their  faces  againft 
the  petition  ;  the  petitioners  put  it  into  the  hands 
•of    the    members    for    the   county,    who    were 
brought  into  a  difagreeable  dilemma,  under  the 
profpect  of  either  difobliging  the  clergy  of  their 
own  county  and  their  partisans,  or  taking  a  part 
contrary  to  their  own  judgment  and  the  general 
feutiments  -of  the  houfe:  But  on  due   deli  bera- The  peti- 
tion   they   prudently    withheld    the  petition,  as  tU^J^ 
thinking  it  in   vain  to  make  a  motion  in  favour 
of  a  meafure  which  they  were  fenfible  would  be 
immediately   rejected. 

A    petition  of  the   like  tenour  and    tendency  Second  pe- 
was  alio  drawn   up    by  the  magiftratcs   of  Ed-^™ 
mundlbury  in  Suffolk,  who  had   lignalized  their  ft«t« of 
promptitude  to  perfecution,  while  the  penal  laws  bury""  " 
were     in    force,    and    hereby    evidenced     their 
regret    at    being    deprived    of   the    power    of 

domi- 


422  HISTORY      OF      THE 

chap  domineering  and  harrafling  their  inoffenfive  fel- 
x.      low  fubjecb,  and  their   eagernefs   to  regain  it. 
*— ■**-*•'  Their  petition   was  drawn  up  in  the  following 
,698-   terms  : 


H  To  the  honourable  the  commons  of  England, 
"  in  parliament  afiembled. 

66  The  humble  petition  of  the  aldermen,  afliftant 
"  juftice,  and  chief  burgefs  and  burgeffes  of 
"  the  common-council,  in  behalf  of  themfelves 
"  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
<c  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's  in  Suffolk. 

"  Humbly  fheweth, 

"  That  we  confidering  all  ancient  herefies 
"  which  have  vexed  both  church  and  ftate, 
"  were  never  fo  formidable  in  their  rife  and 
"  progrefs,  as  are  the  Quakers  ;  we  have  too 
"  juft  a  caufe  of  dreading  the  fubverfion  of  our 
*'  government  by  them  if  not  carefully  prevent- 
"  ed  and  fupprefled,  being  in  their  clandeftine 
<c  conftitutions  oppofite  to  the  condition  of  our 
"  eftablifhed  policy,  and  in  their  principles  of 
"  faith  anti-chriftian ;  of  government  anti-mO- 
cc  narchical  ;  in  points  of  doclrine  anti-fcrip- 
"  tural ;  and  in  practices  illegal,  having  their 
"  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings,  which 
"  we  cannot  but  reafonably  believe  tend  not 
"  only  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  laws  but  of  our 
"  religion  alfo,  to  us  of  greater  concern  than 
"  our  lives. 


We 
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"  We  therefore,  obliged  in  duty  to  Cod  and  c  hap, 
"  our  country,    do  humbly   pray  your   timely      ?* 
"  confederation   of  our  jealoufies,    and  remove  s — * — ' 
"  our  fears,  if  not  by    totally  fupprefling,  yet     3^98" 
"  at  lead  by  preventing  their  after-growth  and 
"  increafe  amongit  us ;  that   our  poflerity  may 
"  untroubled  live  by  this  early  care  of  our  Jaws 
"  and  liberties,    and  we   enjoy  the   wifhed-ior 
"  happinefs  of  a  peaceful  life."" : 

The  tendency  of  this  petition  was  fo  plain  and 
evident,  that  after  the  care  of  friends  refpe&ing 
the  Norfolk  petition  they  had  little  trouble  about  Sopprcflei 
this,  for  the  Suffolk  members  had  with  others ilfo- 
declared  their  averfion  to  the  principles  and 
drift  of  the  former  petition,  and  therefore  would 
not  violate  their  own  judgments  and  convic- 
tions fo  far  as  to  introduce  it  into  the  haute  ; 
but   prudently  fuppreffed  it. 

In  this  year  this  fociety  in  the  city  of  London 
in  particular,  was  deprived  of  the  company  and 
fervices  of  a  very  valuable  and  refpeckible  mem- 
ber in  the  deceafe  of  Charles  Marshall,  who  had  Account  «i 
■fixed  his  refidence  for  fevend  years  paft  in  that c  M,i!  uitil* 
city.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Briftol,  in  the 
4th  month,  1637,  and  his  parents  being  perfons 
of  religious  and  virtuous  difpofitions  gave  him.  a 
good  education, .  directed  to  cultivate  a  fmiiiar 
virtuous  difpofition  in  him,  as  well  as  to  furnifli 
him  with  a  furficient  attainment  of  literature,  to 
fill  his  Ration  in  future  life  with  reputation. 
Faithful  guardians  of  his  tender  youth,  they 
endeavoured  to  preferve  his  innocency  by  a  cau- 
tious reftrittion  from  the  company  of  fuch  chil- 
dren, as  being  lels  carefully  educated,  by  their 
converfation  and  example  might  prove  injurious 

to 
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chap,  to  him.  Whilft:  yet  a  child  he  took  delight  in 
x-  reading  the  fcriptures,  and  conceived  an  abhor- 
v-/^rv>'  rence  of  fwdaring,  lying  and  other  immoralities  ; 
1698.  at  thiis  tender  age  his  mother  was  careful  to 
take  him  along  with  her  to  the  meetings  of  the 
independents,  which  fhe  frequented,  who  were 
at  that  time  an  enlightened,  fincere  and  consci- 
entious people  ;  fometimes  he  went  to  the  bap- 
tift  meetings,  and  after  the  cultom  of  that  Seek- 
ing age,  to  hear  thofe  teachers  of  every  denomi- 
nation, who  were  in  greatcft  repute  for  their  zeal, 
experience  and  piety. 

As  he  grew  in  years  and  experience,  he  perr 
ceived  that  many  of  thefe  people  departed  from 
the  pure  principle  of  light  and  grace,  into  life- 
lefs  and  empty  profeilion,  wherefore  he  became 
diflatisfied  with  them,  and  left  them,  Spending 
much  time  in  Solitary  retirement  in  the  fields 
and  woods  to  pour  forth  his  Supplications  to  the 
Almighty,  and  meditate  in  his  law,  out  of  the 
fight  or  observation  of  men  ;  being  in  great 
conflict  of  fpirit  under  the  weight  of  death  and 
darknefs  prevailing  over  him,  he  cried  for  deli- 
verance, and  being  now  much  detached  from 
gathered  focieties,  he  conforted  with  Some  other 
Seeking  people,  who  Spent  one  day  in  the  week 
in  fading  and  prayer. 

This  was  about  the  year  1654,  when  John 
Camni  and  John  Audland,  having  under  a  reli- 
gious engagement  of  mind  travelled  to  Briltol, 
vifited  this  Select  Society  in  their  meeting,  when 
by  the  powerful  miniftry  of  John  Audland, 
Charles  Marfhall  was  effectually  reached,  con- 
vinced and  turned  to  an  attention  to  the  mani- 
fcftations  of  the  light  in  his  own  heart. 

Through 
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Through   a  long   feries   of  inward  exercifes,  c  H  A  P. 
fpiritual   conflicts  and   afiaults   of  the  prince   of      x. 
the  power  of  the  air,  which  were  made  manifeft  ^"W 
by  the  light  in  his  confidence,  he  grew   in   ex-     ^98* 
perience  till  the  work  of  fanctificatjon  was  mea- 
surably perfected,  and  after  many  years,  viz.  in 
the  year   1670,  he  received  a  difpentation  of  the 
gofpel  to  miniiter  to  others,  in  the  like  demon- 
ltration  of  a  divine  influence  by  which  he  him- 
felf  had  been  convinced  ;  and  by  his  labours  and 
travels  was  inftrumental  to  convince  many  others, 
and  convert  them  to  righteoufnefs,  continuing  a 
faithful  minifter  to  the   laft. 

In  the  fame  year  1670  he  commenced  his  tra- 
vels in  the  work  of  the  miniitry  under  the  im- 
preffion  of  a  divine  requifition,  firlt  through  the 
neighbouring  counties  of  Wiltfhire  and  Glou* 
cefterfhire,  and  thence  northward  as  far  as  Ken- 
dal in  Weltmorland,  and  back  again  through 
Chefhire,  Worceiterfhire  and  Gloucefterfhire 
home ;  and  fo  continued  his  travels  pretty  con- 
stantly to  the  year  1672,  during  which  time  he 
vifited  mod  parts  of  England,  and  what  at  this 
time  was  very  remarkable,  met  with  no  inter- 
ruption by  imprifonment  or  from  informers,  no 
man  being  fuffered  to  lay  hands  on  him  or  Hop 
his  journey  ;  neither  did  any  man  ("as  far  as  he 
knew  or  heard)  lofe  five  pounds  on  his  account 
by  means  of  the  conventicle  ad.  But  he  was 
twice  fick,  nigh  unto  death,  and  pafied  through 
many  trials,  difficulties  and  jeopardies,  from 
which  he  experienced  deliverance  many  ways. 
One  particular  inftance  was  this,  having  the 
lands  to  crofs  near  Ulverfton  in  Lancafhire,  he 
came  in  company  with  four  others  to  the  river 
"fide,  where  they  were  informed  by  two  perfons 

who 
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CHAP,  who  lived  on  the  other  fide,  that  theV  might  get 
x.       over  in  fffety  ;  but  he  found  a  (lop  in  his  own 
v^v->o  mind,  and  ltanding  (till  he  received  this  intelli- 
1698.     gence?  which  he  underftood  to  be  a  divine  warn- 
ing, thai  if  any  al tempi cd  to  go  at  that  time  they 
would  perijh  ;    and  in    about    an   hour    the  fea 
overflowed  the  fands,  which  were  feveral  miles 
over,  whence  they  concluded,  if  they  had  gone 
at  that  time  they  had  loll  their  lives. 

Although  he  Teems  to  have  efcaped  imprifon- 
ment  and  perfonal  injury  beyond  moll  of  his 
friends  cot'emporary  with  him,  yet  he  did  not 
efcape  entirely.  Being  at  a  meeting  at  Claver- 
ham  in  Somerfetmire,  in  the  10th  month  1674, 
fome  juflices  came  to  break  up  the  meeting,  one 
of  whom,  Francis  Pawlet  of  Wells,  as  he  was 
concerned  in  prayer,  laid  violent  hands  on  him 
to  pull  him  through  the  rail  of  the  gallery,  and 
gripped  him  by  the  fide  fo  rudely  and  lo  hard 
as  caufed  him  to  fpit  blood,  and  haled  him  out 
of  the  meeting,  whereby  he  received  a  contu- 
fion,  of  which  he  complained  long  after. 
Bewim-  lie  was  a  confiderable  fufterer  for  his  tefti- 
psifoncd  for  mony  again  ft  tithes,  in  the  lofs  and  i'poil  of 
mencof  his  goods*  In  the  year  1682,  whillt  refident  at 
fitktA  Tetherington  in  Wilt  mire,  he  was  profecuted  for 
tithes  by  John  Townfnend,  prieft  of  that  parifh, 
in  coniequence  whereof  he  was  arrefted,  and 
brought  before  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  committed  to  the  Fleet  priion,  where 
he  was  confined  for  the  fpace  of  two  years. 
The  prielt  growing  uneafy  in  his  mind  about  this 
time,  came  in  perfon  to  the  prifon,  releafed 
him,  and  loon  after  died.  Upon  his  reieafe 
Charles  Marfhall  (laved  in  London,  and  fixed 
his  domefack  reiidence  there,  but- was  frequent 

in 
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in  his  vifits  to  his  native  city,  Briftol,  and  pla-  chap. 
ces  adjacent,  as  well   as  feveral  other   parts  of      x. 
England.  v — *— -' 

Previous  to  his  faid  imprifonment,  while  he  169S. 
was  a  refident  in  Wiltfhire,  the  reparation  which 
had  its  rife  in  Weftmorland,  by  the  oppofition 
of  John  Wilkinfon  and  John  Story  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  an  orderly  difcipline,  had  fpread 
to  the  city  of  Briftol  and  the  adjacent  counties, 
particularly  Wiltfhire,  which  was  a  new  fource 
of  exercife  to  our  faid  friend  with  others  of  his 
brethren,  men  of  difcernment  and  integrity, 
who  clearly  perceived  the  fallacious  origin  and 
pernicious  tendency  thereof,  and  exerted  their 
joint  endeavours  in  much  fmcerity,  meeknefs  and 
patience,  to  prevent  its  progrefs,  by  zealous  and 
charitable  endeavours  to  convince  the  opponents 
of  their  error,  to  recover  them  to  a  better  tem- 
per, and  to  refcue  the  more  unexperienced  or 
unliable  members  of  the  fociety  from  being 
drawn  afide  by  plaufible  and  deceptive  reafon-  He  j°"w  C 
ings.  For  this  purpofe  George  Fox  in  the  p°nn  in  en- 
year  1677  came  to  Briftol,  and  being  joined  deav?urs to 
by  William  Penn  and  Charles  Marlhall  they  ob-  fcpanttiftsj 
tained  a  meeting  with  William  Rogers  and  f6-butinTO«. 
veral  others  of  the  feparatiits,  in  order  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  error  and  the  caufelemefs 
of  their  feparation,  and  the  hurt  which  the  tem- 
per of  their  own  minds  fuftained  by  entertaining 
fenfations  of  rancour,  pailion  and  hoftility  to 
their  former  friends,  upon  groundlefs  furmifes 
and  fufpicions  ;  but  their  well  meant  endeavours 
were  ineffectual,  thefe  feparatifts  of  Briftol  be- 
ing elevated  in  felf-fufficiency  and  obltinate  in 
their  oppofition,  like  their  aflbciates  of  Weft- 
morland, eluded  all  advances  to  reconciliation 
and  mutual  concord. 

Being 
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chap.      Being  thus  determined  to  perfift   in  their  op- 

x-       potition  to  the  eftabliihment   of    good  order   in 

v>^rN^  the    fociety,  and    Charles    Marfhall    from    clear 

1698.    conviction  of  the  utility   thereof,  finding    it   his 

i  ct  exerts  n      *  ,  tJ 

himfdfto    duty  to  exert  himfelf  to  procure  its  eltablifhment 
ettabhftdif-jjjj  thofe  counties  and  places  where   the    oppofi- 

cipline  in         ,  •  i      1  n         • 

thefe  parts,  tion  thereto  was  kept  up  with  the  greateit  vio- 
ftar^dint"  ^ence  °f  enmity,  he  met  with  many  trials  of  his 
their  oppo-  faith  and  patience  amongfh  them  :  But  being  on 
a  good  foundation,  engaged  in  a  good  caufe, 
and  finding  ail  endeavours  to  recover  the  oppo- 
nents to  a  better  temper  fruitlefs,  he  oppoled 
their  machinations  with  wifdom  and  fortitude, 
and  bore  his  teftimony  againft  the  fpirit  they 
were  in  with  faithfulnefs,  and  without  giving 
way  to  their  iniinuations  or  reproaches  in  the 
lead.  In  the  authority  of  the  gofpel,  he  wirh 
his  fellow  labourers  maintained  a  iuperiority 
over  the  antagonists,  and  laboured  with  a  good 
degree  of  fuccefs  to  lay  open  the  fallacy  of  their 
pretenfions,  and  to  eflablifli  the  churches  in  the 
city  of  Briitol  and  the  adjacent  counties  in 
peace  and  good  order. 

Through  many  trying  exercifes  of  body  and 
mind  he  continued  his  labours  and  travels 
in  the  work  of  the  rainiftry  for  the  greateit  part 
of  twenty  years,  freely  given  up  to  fpend  h\< 
fubftance,  time  and  itrengih  therein  for  tjie 
gaining  of  fouls,  and  converting  many  to  the 
wav  of  life  and  lalvation.  His  lait  journey  was 
to  Briftol  and  the  weftern  counties,  after  his  re- 
turn from  which  he  was  vifited  with  a  lingering 
iiuiifpofition  which  proved  mortal,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  his  phyficians,  but  not  to  his 
own,  fur  he   feigned  lixed  in   the  opinion   that 

it 
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it    would    terminate     his     exiflence     in     this  c  H  a  p, 
world.  x* 

And  even    before    his    illnefs    he  feemed    to  S* ?v>^ 
have  a  prefage  of  his  approaching  end,  for  fome  pi^i. 
little   time  before  he  preffingly  requeued  an  in-  motcd. 
timate  friend   to   take   a  ride  with  him,  having 
ibmething  of  moment  to  impart,  and  when  they 
were  gone  a  few  miles  out  of  London,  he  told 
him,  be  was  fatisfed  the    time  of  his  departure 
drew    near,  and  therefore  he  was   defrous  of  an 
opportunity  to  difeourfe  with    him    between   them* 
f elves   about  fome  particulars  before   be   died. 

And  when,  foon  after  this,  he  was  feized 
with  indifpofition,  though  he  remained  fettled 
in  opinion  that  he  lhould  not  recover  ;  yet 
this  fixed  perfuafion  of  his  mind  was  attend- 
ed with  no  fearful  apprehenfions  of  his  future 
well-being;  having  pafled  a  life  of  faithfulnefs, 
integrity  and  extenfive  benevolence  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  God  and  man,  he  felt,,  in  the  allured 
profpecl:  of  his  approaching  change,  that  the 
work  of  righteoufnefs  was  peace  and  the  effect 
thereof  quietnefs   and  afTurance  for   ever. 

Being  advifed  to  go  into  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air,  he  rather  chofe  to  be  remov- 
ed to  John  Padley's,  near  the  river  fide,  a  friend 
for  whom  he  had  an  affectionate  efteem  ;  he  lay 
ill  about  four  months  in  great  weaknefs,  fre- 
quently attended  with  great  pain  ;  but  borne  up 
fuperior  to  his  affliction,  by  the  ferenity  of  his 
confeience,  he  was  ftrengthened  to  bear  his 
painful  fenfations  with  much  patience  and  calm 
refignation  to  divine  difpofal ;  and  his  fenfes 
and  understanding  were  preferved  to  him  clear 
and  found  to  the  laft,  under  the  pure  influence 

of 
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G  H  A  P.  of  heavenly  fupport  and  the  confolatory   enjoy- 

x.  ments  of  divine  life, 
vx-v-^  His  love  to  his  brethren,  his  univerfal  bene- 
1698.  volence  and  his  fpiritual  abilities,  appeared  to  feel 
no  decay  from  his  bodily  weaknefs,  as  his  ex- 
preffions  and  his  counfel  to  thofe,  who  came  to 
vifit  him  in  his  ficknefs,  clearly  evidenced  ;  par- 
ticularly to  fome  of  his  brethren  in  the  miniftry 
he  addrefTed  himfelf  to  the  following  purport,  as 
related  by  one  then  prefent,  who  committed  the 
fubftance  of  his  expreffions  to  writing  prefently 
after  ;  "  I  have  loved  the  brethren,  I  have  fought 
the  unity  and  peace  of  the  church  for  thefe 
forty  years,  and  to  my  great  comfort  never 
did  any  thing  tending  to  the  breach  there- 
of. 

"  Two  things  are  weightily  imprefled  upon 
my  mind  warmly  to  recommend  to  friends, 
which  I  defire  may  be  communicated  to  them; 
the  firft  is,  that  they  gather  down  unto  the 
immortal  feed  and  word  of  life  in  themfelves, 
and  be  exercifed  in  it  before  the  Lord  ;  and 
duly  prize,  and  fet  a  right  value  upon  the 
many  outward  and  inward  bleflings  that  the 
Lord  has  eminently  bellowed  upon  them 
fmce  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  blefled 
vifitation  ;  then  mall  they  grow  and  be  pre- 
ferved  in  a  living  freflmefs  to  him,  and  the 
Lord  will  continue  his  mercies  to  them, 
and  they  mall  not  want  his  divine  refrelh- 
ing  prcfence  in  their  meetings  together  before 
him. 

"  The  fecond  thing  is  this,  that  thofe  friends 
to  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  great  eftates 
ought  to  call  their  bread  upon  the  waters, 
and    do  good    therewith  in    their  life-time  ; 

"  for 
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*c  for   thofe  that  are   enj  overs   of   fuch   things  c  hap. 

"  mould  fee  that  they  be  good  ftewards  thereof.      x. 

"  Oh,    the   many   poor  families    fuch    perfons  v-~-,v — -* 

**  might  be  an  help  to !  How  eafily  might  they     *698- 

"  with  a  little  affift  many  a  family  to  live  in  the 

"  world!  and  what  a  comfort  would  it  be  for  fuch 

*'  to  fee   the  fruits  of  their  charity  in  their  life- 

"  time  ?"  Some   of  his  laft  words  were    thefe, 

"  That  he  had  not   handled    the   word   of  the 

"  Lord  deceitfully,  nor   done   the   work  negli- 

"  gently ;  earneftly  defiring  friends   might   live 

*'  in  love,  and  keep  in  the   unity    of  the  fpirit, 

"  which  is  the  bond  of  peace." 

As  his  laft  moments  approached  he  clofed  his 
eyes  with  his  own  hand,  with  compofure  of  mind, 
as  one  from  whom  the  fling  of  death  was  taken 
away,  and  refigned  his  foul  to  God  who  gave 
it,  the  15th  of  the  9th  month  1698,  in  the  fixty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age. 

Although  by  his  profefnon,  which  was  in  the 
medical  line,  as  an  apothecary  and  chymift,  it 
mud  be  prefumed  he  had  acquired  a  greater  mare 
of  literature  than  many  of  his  brethren ;  yet  in  his 
miniilrin<T  he  affected  no  (hew  of  learn  ins:  in  the 
ufe  of  high  founding  words,  nor  laboured  for. 
elegance  of  expreflion,  nor  leaned  upon  memory 
or  former  openings,  but  waited  to  ieel  the  frefh, 
opening  of  heavenly  power,  and  the  animating 
influence  of  divine  virtue  to  carry  him  forth  in 
his  minifterial  exercifes,  in  which  his  demeanour 
was  grave  and  reverent,  mini 'try  in  fimplicity 
and  godly  fmcerity,  not  with  flefhry  wifdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God,  his  miniftry  was  truly  edi- 
fying and  effectual  to  the  refrefnment  of  his 
friends,  and  to   the  converting  of  many  to,  and 

confirmation 
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c  h  A  p.  confirmation  of  many  in  pure  religion  and  righ- 
x-       teoufnefs. 

v-""*v  '  He  was  fkilful  to  tlivide  the  word  aright  in 
l698-  plain  dealing  and  clofe  reproof  to  fuch  as  in  lite 
and  converfation  were  inconfiftent  with  their 
profeilion,  and  dishonoured  it  by  a  practice  con- 
trary thereto  ;  but  very  tender,  fympathizing 
and  encouraging  to  the  well-minded  in  all  their 
religious  exerciles. 

1  lis  zeal  for  the  eftablifhing  and  keeping  up  a 
falutary  difcipline  againft  much  oppolition  hath 
been  already  related  ;  and  as  he  was  a  man  or 
great  meeknefs  and  great  charity,  a  lover  of  the 
brethren  and  a  promoter  of  peace  in  the  church, 
fo  he  was  exceedimilv  zealous  againft  the  at- 
tempts  to  rend  and  divide  the  body,  prevalent 
in  his  time,  never  fparing  to  reprove  their  ob- 
itinacy,  detect  their  deceitfulncfs,  and  bear  a 
faithful  teftimony  againft  their  contentious  ipirit. 
His  life  and  converfation  gave  efficacy  to  his  mi- 
niitry  and  to  his  religious  labours,  his  practice 
was  agreeable  to  his  doctrine,  and  he  was  him- 
felf  a  living  example  of  that  virtuous  and  moral 
conduct  to  which  he  was  concerned  to  admo- 
nifh  his  friends,  feeling  for,  fympathizing  with, 
and  full  of  compailion  to  the  poor,  he  failed  not 
to  be  their  advocate  with  the  opulent  as  well  in 
the  different  pans  of  his  life,  as  in  his  latter  end, 
reminding  them  at  their  plentiful  tables  of  the 
neceilitous,  and  recommending  felf-dcnial,  hof- 
pitalky  and  liberality  rather  than  high  living  ; 
and  alfo  was  remarkably  exemplary  in  the  prac- 
tice of  that  charity  which  he  recommended  in 
the  line  of  his  buiineis,  freely  fupplying  the  fick 
of  ibis  elafs  with  advice  and  with  medicine,  the 

hungry 
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hungry  with  food,  and  the  naked  with  raiment,  chap. 
according  to  his  ability.  x- 

His  natural  temper  was  lively  and  cheerful,  v-<^v^-, 
but  his  religion  tempered  it  with  innocence  and  l698, 
meeknefs  ;  he  kept  his  paffions  in  fuch  fubjection 
that  he  bore  ill-treatment  and  injuries  without 
refentment,  or  ruffling  the  ferenity  of  his  mind; 
he  loved,  praclifed  and  promoted  peace,  and  ex- 
erted his  endeavours  to  reconcile  fuch  of  his 
friends  or  others  as  were  in  any  refpe£l  at  va- 
riance ;  unity  and  concord  amongft  brethren  be- 
ing his  delight. 

He  was  an  affectionate  hufband,  a  tender  and 
vigilant  guardian  to  his  children,  by  counfel 
and  by  example  training  them  up  in  the  way 
they  mould  go,  a  kind  matter,  a  faithful  friend 
and  a  refpectable  and  ferviceable  member  of 
religious  and  civil  fociety  ;  being  accounted 
worthy  of  double  honour  amongft  his  friends, 
and  obtaining  a  good  report  among  his  ac- 
quaintance and  in  his  neighbourhood  for  inno- 
cence,   honefty  and  integrity  of  life. 

In  this  year   John   Crook   departed  this  life  ;     I(599- , 

1  r     *'  r  in  Account  os 

he  was  a  man  or  literature,  or  a  good  eltatejohn crook, 
and  rank  in  life,  and  in  the  commiffion  of  the 
peace  for  Bedfordfhire,  where  he  lived  :  He  was 
early  convinced  by  the  miniftry  of  William 
Dewfbury  in  1654,  about  the  37th  year  of  his 
age,  foon  afer  which  his  commimon  was  taken 
away.  Through  faithfulnefs  to  the  truth,  of 
which  he  was  convinced,  he  became  deeply  ex- 
perienced in  the  work  of  fanclification,  and  in 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ;  where- 
by he  was  made  an  able  minifter  of  the  gofpel, 
being  reputed  by  his  cotemporaries  like  Apollos, 
an  eloquent  man  and  mighty  in  the  fcriptures, 
Vol.  III.  E  e  which 


434  HISTORY     of     the 

chap,  which  he  highly  efteemed,  and   had  an  excellent 
x«       gift  in  opening  the  myfteries   thereof;   and  was 

^^^^  careful  to  adorn  his   miniftry  by  a  circumfpect 
1699.     Converfation    coupled    with    the     fear    of     the 
Lord. 

While  the  (fate  of  his  health  admitted,  he  tra- 
velled for  the  edifying  his  friends  in  different 
parts  of  the  nation,  but  moftly  in  Bedfordfhire 
and  counties  adjacent,  and  was  inflrumental  to 
the  convincemeht  of  many  of  the  truth  which 
he  had  to  deliver,  but  in  his  latter  years  being 
difabled  from  travelling  far  by  a  complication  ot 
painful  maladies,  he  refided  at  Hertford,  and 
fpent  much  of  his  time  in  that  town  and 
countv. 

His  fuffer-       ^e  ^ave  already  feen  by  the  account  of  his 

iflg*.  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  in  1662,  that  he,  as  well 

as  many  others  of  his  friends,  was  a  deep  fuf- 
ferer  for  the  teflimony  of  a  good  confcience, 
and  it  was  not  upon  that  occafion  only  that  he 
felt  the  feverity  of  unmerited  perfecution.  On 
the  1 2th  or  13th  of  the  nth  month,  commonly 
called  January,  1660,  O.  S.  being  on  his  travels 
in  Huntingdonfhire,  where  two  friends,  Robert 
Ingram  and  John  Parnel,  having  been  taken 
from  their  own  houfes  by  a  party  of  horfe,  and 
by  the  commiffioners  at  Huntingdon  commit- 
ted to  prifon,  were  vifited  by  fome  of  their 
friends,  when  a  party  of  Horfe  furrounded  the 
jail,  crying  out,  a  meetings  a  ?nceting !  and 
thofe  who  came  to  vifit  the  prifoners  were  im- 
prifoned  with  them  ;  but  the  day  following  they 
were  difcharged  by  the  magiftrates,  who  releas- 
ed them  only  in  hopes  of  finding  a  more  legal 
pretence  for  imprifoning  them,  faying,  ive  Jhall 
Jogii  have  them  again  j  for  they  had  heard  of  a 

meeting 
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meeting  appointed  at  Sotho  the  next  day.  Ac-  c 
cordingly  fome  armed  men  on  horfeback  were  fent 
thither,  who  apprehended  feveral  friends,  and 
amongft  them  John  Crook,  who  being  carried  i699* 
before  the  juftices,  and  refufing  to  take  the 
oaths,  were  fent  prifoners  to  Huntingdon.  At 
the  affizes  in  the  id  month  called  March,  moll 
of  the  prifoners  were  fet  at  liberty  by  judge 
Hale,  but  John  Crook  and  Robert  Ingram,  with 
Benjamin  Thornby,  were  detained  until  the  enfu- 
ing  affizes,  they  being  caufelefly  reprefented  as 
ringleaders,  and  more  dangerous  than  the  reft. 
John  Parnel  was  difcharged  as  to  the  oath  ;  but 
by  an  action  laid  againft  him  for  fmall  tithes, 
was  detained  five  years  longer  in  prifon,  at 
the  fuit  of  John  Heath,  prieft  of  Hemmington- 
abbott. 

John  Crook  had  enjoyed  his  liberation  from 
this  imprifonment  but  a  fhort  time  'till  he  was 
imprifoned  again  at  Ayleibury.  On  the  ift 
of  September  having  appointed  a  meeting  at 
Culverton  near  Stony-ftratford,  fix  or  feven  fol- 
diers  entered  with  piftols,  and  being  accompa- 
nied with  two  conftables,  they  ordered  them  to 
take  out  the  principal  men  ;  but  the  conftables 
refufed,  alledging  they  knew  them  not,  at  which 
the  foldiers  exprefled  their  refentment,  and  took 
away  eight  perfons,  amongft  whom  was  John 
Crook,  and  carried  them  before  the  deputy  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county,  who  requiring  fureties, 
which  they  refufed  to  give,  he  with  much  dif- 
ficulty and  perplexity,  after  fome  hours  puz- 
zling, framed  a  mittimus,  and  fent  them  to  Aylef- 
bury  jail,  where  John  Crook  was  detained  up- 
wards of  three  months,  as  appears  by  an  epiftle 
E  e  2  to 
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chap,  to  his  friends  dated  from  thence,  and  how  much 

x«      longer  I  find  no  certain  account. 
v— "^ — '       His  indifpofition  growing  upon  him  with   his 
l699-    advancing  years,  efpecially  the   ftone,  proved  a 
fevere  trial  of  his  patience;  and  although  he  had 
long  fufFered  much  pain  under  this  and  his  orher 
diforders,    fo    that    he    might   fay    with    Ifrael, 
Pfalm  129,  /  have  been  afflicled  from  my  youth  ; 
yet  his  patience  through  divine  fupport  was   re- 
markable  under  all  his    afflictions  to   the    lad  ; 
under  the  feeling  fenfe  whereof  he  frequently  ac- 
knowledged, that  if  he  did  not  feel  and  witnefs 
an   inward  power  from    the    Lord,  he   could  not 
fubjiji    under    his  violent  pain.     And,    that    the 
furnace  of  affliction  was  of  good  life,  to  purge  a- 
way  the  drofs  and  earthly   part   in  us.     In   all 
the  feverity  of  his  pain  he  was  never  known  to 
utter  an  unfavoury  expreflion  or  impatiently  to 
cry  out.     And  when  the  extremity  of  his   fits 
was  over,  he  would  thankfully  exprefs   the  in- 
ward joy  and  peace  of  mind  which  he  enjoyed  : 
Befide  the  bodily   afHi&ion  with  which  he  was 
tried,  he  was  not  exempt  from  trials  of  another 
kind,  in  obferving  the  deviation   of  fome  of  his 
offspring  from  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs,  under 
his  forrow  on  which  account,    he  would   fome- 
times  folace  himfelf  with   the   words    of  David  ; 
although  my  houfe  be  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath 
made  with  me  an  everlafling  covenant  ordered  in 
all  things  and  fur c.     In  his  old  age  he  could  re- 
mark that  many  of  the  ancients  are  gone  to  their 
long  home,  and  we  are  making  half  e  after  them ; 
they  flep   away  before    me,    and   I,    that  would 
go,  cannot ;  well!  it  willfoon  be  my  turn  alfo. 

Yet  in  the  intermiflions   of  his  diftemper  he 
appeared  frequently  fo  flrong  and  lively  in  the 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  warfare,  in  his  advanced  age,  that  many  chap. 
were  ready   to  think  he   might   properly  adopt      x« 
the  language  of  Caleb,  "  As  yet  I  am  as  ftrong  ^ — * — t 
"  this    day,    as   I    was    in  the   day  that   Mofes     l699- 
"  fent  me  ;  as  my  flrength  was  then,  even  fo 
"  is  my  flrength  now  for  war,  both  to  go   out 
"  and  come  in."     He  continued  in  a  folid  and 
chriftian  frame  of  mind  to  the  lafl  period  of  his 
life,  which  was  terminated  the  26th  of  2d  month 
O.  S.  commonly  called  April,  in  the  8 2d  year 
of  his  age,  at  his  houfe  at  Hertford. 

He  left  behind  in  writing,  an  epiftle  of  weighty 
counfel  to  his  children  and  grand-children,  writ- 
ten fcarce  two  months  before  his  death,  as  fol- 
loweth  : 

"  Dear  Children, 

"  I  mutt  leave  you  in  a  wicked  age,  but  com-  His  advice 
*'  mend  you  to  the  meafure  of  the  grace  of  God  jjjjj5,^" 
"  in  your  inward  parts,  which  you  have  receiv-  grand  chii- 
*'  ed  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  and   as  you  love  it,  and  dtf:n 
<l  mind  the  teachings  of  it,  you   will  find    it    a 
"  counfellor  to  inftruft  you  in  the  way  everlail- 
"  ing,  and  preferve  you  out  of  the  ways  of  the 
"  ungodly. 

*'  I  have  feen  much  in  my  days,  and  I  always 
"  obferved,  that  the  fear  of  the  Lord  God  prov- 
'*  ed  the  bed  portion,  and  thofe  that  walked  in 
"  it  were  the  only  happy  people,  both  in  this 
"  life  (while  they  continued  faithful)  and  when 
"  they  come  to  die,  though  they  meet  with 
"  many  hardfhips  in  their  pafiage.  By  experi- 
"  ence  I  can  fpeak  it,  that  the  ways  of  holinefs 
"  afford  more  true  comfort  and  peace  to  the 
"  upright  foul,  than  the  greatefl  pleafures  this 
"  world   can   afford  j    the   former   reaches    the 

"  heart 


438. 

CHAP. 
X. 

1699. 


HISTORY     of     the 

heart  and  foul,  while  the  delights  of  this 
world  are  but  a  fhew,  and  appearance  only, 
vanifhing  like  a  dream  ;  and  whoever  believes 
otherwife  of  them,  will  certainly  find  them 
to  be  but  lying  vanities  ;  therefore  the  apoftle, 
Rom.  vi.  21.  might  boldly  put  the  queftion  to 
the  converted  Romans,  viz.  What  fruit  had 
you  then  in  tbofe  things  whereof  you  are  now 
aflmmed  ?  for  the  end  of  tbofe  things  is  death. 
"  Therefore,  dear  children,  be  in  love  with 
holinefs  ;  make  it  your  companion,  and  thofe 
that  walk  in  it ;  you  may  find  buddings  of  it, 
from  an  holy  feed  in  your  hearts  ;  as  you 
mind  the  inner  man,  the  light  will  manifefl 
the  (linings  of  it  after  God,  which  I  felt  from 
my  tender  years  ;  although  I  underitood  them 
not  fo  plainly,  till  I  heard  the  truth  de- 
clared. 

"  I  advife  you  to  keep  a  pure  confcience,  both 
towards  God  and  man  ;  for  if  that  be  de- 
filed, hypocrify  and  formality  will  deprive  you 
of  all  comfortable  feeling  of  God's  prefence  ; 
and  then  deadnefs  and  drynefs  will  be  your 
miferable  portion. 

"  Be  careful  how  vou  fpend  your  precious 
time,  for  an  account  mult  be  given  of  every 
idle  word,  though  but  few  regard  it  ;  but 
foolifh  jelling,  and  vain  talking,  are  laid  to 
grieve  the  fpirit  of  God  ;  read  Eph.  iv.  29, 
30.  But  improve  your  time  in  prayer,  and 
religious  exerciies,  Sec.  and  be  diligent  in 
your  lawful  callings ;  for  the  deftre  of  the 
flothful  man  killcth  him,  Prov.  xxi.  25. 
"  Be  careful  what  company  you  frequent ; 
for  a  man  is  commonly  known  by  the  com- 
panv  he  keeps,  as  much  as   by  any  one  out- 

"  ward 
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*4  ward  thing  ;  and  of  your  behaviour  in   com-  CHAP. 
14  pany  ;  for  I  have  found  that  a  wife  and  fober      x. 
"  deportment  adds  much  to  a  man's  reputation  v^-^vn*; 
44  and  credit  in  the  world.  1699. 

44  Watch  to  the  light,  and  its  difcoveries  of 
"  good  and  evil,  that  you  may  not  be  igno- 
44  rant  of  Satan's  devices  ;  fo  the  net  will  be 
44  fpread  in  vain  in  the  fight  of  the  bird ; 
"  for  watchfulnefs  will  make  you  in  love  with  a 
"  retired  eftate  ;  and  the  more  truly  and  per- 
"  fectly  any  man  knows  and  underftands  him- 
44  felf,  the  better  difcerning  will  fuch  have  of 
44  other  men  ;  as  in  the  beginning,  when  deep 
44  filence  of  all  flefii  was  more  in  ufe,  the  fpirit 
44  of  difcerning  was  more  common  and  quicker 
44  than  fince  it  hath  been  neglected ;  therefore 
44  be  fure  you  fpend  force  time  (at  convenient 
44  feafons)  in  waiting  upon  God  in  filence,  though 
44  it  be  difpleafmg  to  flem  ;  for  I  have  had  more 
44  comfort  and  confirmation  in  the  truth,  in  my 
44  inward  retiring  in  filence,  than  from  all 
44  words  I  have  heard  from  others,  though  I  have 
44  often  been  refrefhed  by  them  alfo. 

44  Love  the  holy  fcriptures,  preferring  them 
44  to  all  other  books  whatfoever  ;  and  be  care- 
44  fui  to  read  them  with  an  holy  awe  upon  your 
44  fpirits,  left  your  imaginations  put  conftruc- 
44  tions  upon  them  to  your  hurt ;  but  exercife 
44  faith  in  the  promife  of  Chrift,  who  hath  faid, 
44  my  fpirit  Jhall  take  of  mine,  and  Jhew  them 
44  unto  you. 

44  Keep  conflantly  to  religious  meetings  a- 
44  mongft  friends  ;  but  look  to  your  affections, 
*4  that  you  refpect  not  perfons,  but  the  power 
44  and  life  of  truth,  from  whomfoever  it  comes  ; 

44  not 
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CHAP."  not  minding  the  tickling    of  your   affections, 
x.       "  but  the  demonflration  of  the  truth   to   your 

^ — /-— '  "  understandings  and  confciences  ;  for  that  will 
1699.     a  abide,    when    flafhes    of   affections  will    fade 
"  and  come    to    nothing,  after   the   words  are 
"  ended. 

"  Love  one  another  truly,  manifefting  your 
"  love  by  good  counfel,  and  being  helpful  to 
"  each  other  upon  all  occafions  ;  being  good 
"  examples  to  all  you  converfe  with,  efpecially 
"  to  your  children,  and  thofe  of  your  own  fa- 
*e  milies,  that  pride  and  vanity  may  not  be 
"  countenanced  by  you,  but  rather  reproved  ; 
il  remembering,  while  they  are  under  your  go- 
"  vernment,  you  muft  give  an  account  of  the 
"  difcharge  of  your  duty  to  God  towards 
"  them. 

"  Laftly,  be  always  mindful  of  your  latter 
"  end,  and  live  as  you  would  die,  not  knowing 
"  how  foon  your  days  may  be  finifhed  in  this 
"  world:  and  while  you  do  live  in  it,  defpife 
"  not  the  chaftenings  of  the  Lord,  whatever 
"  they  be,  he  is  pleafed  to  vifit  you  withal.  I 
"  have  been  afflicted  from  my  youth  up,  both 
"  inwardly  and  outwardly,  but  the  God  whom 
ci  I  ferved  provided  for  me,  when  all  my  out- 
*'  ward  relations  forfook  me,  none  of  them  giv- 
*'  ing  me  any  portion  to  begin  the  world 
"  withal.  This  I  fpeak,  to  let  you  know,  I 
"  {hall  leave  more  outwardly,  even  to  the  leafl 
"  of  you,  than  was  left  me  by  all  my  relations, 
"  &c.  I  need  not  mention  this  (harp  affliction 
"  (beyond  expreflion)  in  my  old  age,  becaufe, 
*'  in  fome  meafure,  you  know  it ;  but  I  could 
M  not  have  been  without   it,  as  the  Lord  hath 

"  fhewed 
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"  mewed  me,  for  I  have  feen  his  wonders  in  c  h  a  p. 
u  the  deeps  :  therefore  I  fay  again,  defpife  not      x. 
"  afflictions,   but  embrace  them   as   meflengers  ^ — ***•* 
"  of  peace  to  your  fouls  (though  difpleafing  to     l699* 
M  the  flefh.) 

"  Thefe  things  I  commend  unto  you,  out  of 
"  true  love  to  your  fouls,  knowing  how  the 
iC  vain  mind  of  man  little  regards  fuch  advice 
"  as  this  I  leave  behind  me :  but  by  this  advice 
"  I  fhew  my  true  love  to  you  all,  defiring  God's 
"  bleffing  upon  it ,  to  whom  I  commit  you  all, 
"  my  dear  children,  and  end  my  days. 

"  Your  loving  father  and  grandfather. 

JOHN     CROOK. 

Hertford,  the  firft  of  the 
1  ft  month,  1698-99. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XI. 


Further  Account  of  George  Keith. — Bifjop  Bur- 
net's  Account  of  him. — Remarks  thereupon. — 
King  jfames  dies,  and  his  Son  acknowledged 
King  of  England  by  the  French  King. — Ad- 
drefs  of  the  People  called  Quakers  to  King 
William. — A  forged  Addrefs  publijhed. — De- 
tecled  by  the  Publication  of  the  reed  one — King 
William's  Death. 

c  HA  P.  GEoRGE  KEITH,  who  for  fome  time  pad  had 
been  endeavouring  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
epifcopal  clergy,  as  the  moil  likely  means  of 
further ac-  getting  a  fupport,  had  fucceeded  in  his  views  ib 
cauntofG.  fAT  \yX  hjs  vilifying  of  the  Quakers,  and  raifinz 
expectations  of  the  fervice  he  could  be  of  by 
his  influence,  in  bringing  over  many  of  that 
people  to  the  eftablifhed  church,  that  about  this 
time  he  was  ordained  a  pried  by  the  bifhop  of 
London,  and  was  employed  for  the  prefent  as 
a  curate.  This  furnifhed  an  occafion  for  an 
anonymous  publication  under  the  title  of  Mr. 
Gccrgc  Keith's  Account  of  a  national  Church  and 
Clergy,  humbly  frefented  to  the  Bifhop  of  London, 
being  a  fele&ion  from  his  former  works,  in 
which  he  had  treated  of  the  national  church,  its 
clergy,  rites  and  ceremonies,  to  which  were 
added  fome  queries  he  had  formerly  written 
concerning   that    termed  the    Sacrament   of  the 

Lord's 
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Lord's  Supper,  concluding  with  thefe    words  of  c  hap. 
the  apoftle,  "  if  I  build  again  the  things  which      xi. 
"  I  destroyed,  I  make  myfelf  a  tranfgrefibr."       v — ^"^ 

That  the  epifcopalians,  even  thofe  called  dig-  J?00- 
nitaries  of  the  church,  entertained  great  hopes 
at  this  time  of  the  fervice  that  this  new  con- 
vert might  be  of  in  bringing  many  others  to 
their  community,  appears  from  the  following  ex- 
tract from  bimop  Burnet's  hifrory  of  his  own 
times,  vol.  ii.  p.   144,   1700. 

"  The  Quakers  have  had  a  great  breach  made  B'f}°v Eur* 
"  among  them  by  one  George  Keith  a  feotch-ennntofo. 
"  man,  with  whom  I  had  my  education  at  Aber- Keith- 
"  deen,  he  had  been  thirty-fix  years  among 
"  them ;  he  was  efteemed  the  mod  learned  man 
"  that  ever  was  in  that  feet ;  he  was  well  verfed 
"  both  in  the  oriental  tongues,  in  philofophy 
"  and  mathematicks  ;  after  he  had  been  above 
"  thirty  years  in  high  efteem  among  them,  he 
"  was  fent  to  Penfylvania,  (a  colony  fct  up  by 
"  Penn  where  they  are  very  numerous)  to  have 
"  the  chief  direction  of  the  education  of  their 
"  youth.  In  thofe  parts,  he  faid,  he  firft  difco- 
"  vered  that,  which  had  been  always  denied  to 
"  him,  or  fo  difguifed  that  he  did  not  fufpecr. 
"  it ;  but  being  far  out  of  reach,  and  in  a 
"  place  where  they  were  mafters,  they  fpoke 
"  out  their  mind  plainer,  and  it  appeared  to 
"  him  that  they  were  Deifts,  and  that  they  turned 
"  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  chriltian  religion 
"  into  allegories  ;  chiefly  thofe  which  relate  to 
"  the  death  and  refurreclion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
'*  reconciliation  of  finners  to  God  by  virtue  of 
"  his  crofs;  he  being  a  true  chriltian,  fet  him- 
"  felf  with  great  zeal  againft  this,  upon  which 
"  they  grew  weary  of  him,  and  fent  him  back  to 

"  England. 
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chap"  England.     At   his   return  he   fet   himfelf  to 
xi.      "  read  many  of  their  books,  and   then  he  dif- 

*— ~v~w  «  covered  the  myltery,  which  was  fo  hid  from 
1700.  a  him  that  he  had  not  obierved  it:  Upon  this 
**  he  opened  a  new  meeting,  and  by  a  printed 
"  fummons  he  called  the  whole  party  to  come 
"  and  fee  the  proof  that  he  had  to  offer,  to  con- 
"  vince  them  of  thefe  errors  :  Few  Quakers 
"  came  to  his  meetings,  but  great  multitudes 
"  of  other  people  Mocked  about  him ;  he 
"  brought  the  Quakers  books  with  him,  and 
"  read  fuch  paflages  out  of  them  as  convinced 
"  his  hearers  that  he  had  not  charged  them 
"  falfely  ;  he  continued  thefe  meetings,  being 
"  (till  in  outward  appearance  a  Quaker  for 
"  fome  years,  till  having  prevailed  as  far  as 
tc  he  law  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  he  laid  aiide 
"  their  exterior,  and  was  reconciled  to  the  churchy 
"  and  is  now  in  holy  orders  among  us,  and  likely 
11  to  do  goodfcrvicc  in  undeceiving  and  reclaiming 
"  fome  of  thofe  mifed  enthu/iafls." 
Remarks  j  think  this  not  the  only  inftance,  wherein 
this  prelate  hath  given  occaiion  to  the  obferva- 
tion,  that  he  expreffeth  himfelf  in  a  manner 
very  dogmatical,  in  cafes  wherein  he  is  not  well 
informed.  That  George  Keith  was  thirty-fix 
years  among  the  Quakers — that  he  was  fent  to 
Pertfylvania — that  he  was  fent  back  by  them — 
are  facts  plainly  mifrated.  He  was  by  his  own 
account  about  twenty-eight  years  nmongft  them 
when  he  firft  began  his  open  diflent — he  re- 
moved to  Penfylvania  of  his  own  accord,  to 
evade  the  persecution  he  was  expofed  to  here — 
he  returned  unfent,  and  unfent  for,  to  complain 
to  the  yearly  meeting,  &c.  Thefe  miftakes 
(though    of    no    great     confequence)    difcover 

the 
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the  loofe  and  negligent  manner  in  which  Bur- 
net took  up  and  ftated  matters  of  fa£t.  The 
more  important  objections  to  the  bifhop's  narra- 
tive of  this  difference  having  already  engaged  I7°° 
the  attention  of  our  friend  Alexander  Arfcott,  in 
an  appendix  to  his  Serious  Con/tderations,  &c.  his 
remarks  thereupon  anticipate  the  neceffity  of 
my  making   many     others,    being     as   follow : 

"  The  only  foundation  of  this  ftory,  fo  far 
"  as  concerns  the  Quakers,  was  George  Keith's 
"  bare  relation  of  it ;  for  it  is  introduced  with 
"  thefe  words,  viz.  In  thofe  parts,  he  faid,  he 
"  firft  difcovered,  &c.  It  does  not  appear  that 
"  the  bifliop  either,  read  or  heard  what  the  peo- 
"  pie  called  Quakers  had  to  fay  for  themfelves  : 
"  and  yet  as  if  he  certainly  knew  that  George 
"  Keith  was  perfectly  right,  and  thefe  people 
"  altogether  wrong,  he  pronounces  judgment 
"  upon  an  hearing  only  ex  parte  ;  a  method  of 
"  proceeding  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  duty 
"  of  a  fair  hiflorian  ;  and  which  he  himfelf, 
"  no  doubt,  were  he  living,  would  loudly  ex- 
"  claim  againft,  if  it  concerned  himfelf,  or  any 
"  people  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  favour,  or 
"  even  to  do  juftice  to. 

"  It  is  well  known,  that  the  difference  be- 
"  tween  George  Keith  and  his  friends  in  Pen- 
"  fylvania,  was,  upon  an  appeal  of  his  from 
"  thence,  folemnly  heard  and  debated  for  many 
"  days  by  the  yearly-meeting  in  London,  1695, 
"  and  at  lad  determined  in  a  moderate  *  cen- 

fure 

*  Which  cenfure  was  in  the  following  words,  viz. 
f  That  the  faid  George  Keith  hath   of  late   been,  and  yet 
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c  h  a  p. "  fure  upon  him  ;  and  it   cannot   be  fuppofed 

i    for 
fuch 


XI*      "  but  that  the  meeting  had  fome  reafons   for 


1700. 


"  is,  acted  by  an  unchriftian  fpirit,  which  hath  moved 
"  and  led  him  to  ftir  up  contention  and  ftrite  in  tha 
"  church  of  Chrilt,  and  to  caufe  divifions,  feparations 
"  and  breaches  among  them  that  profefs  the  truth  :  and 
M  that  the  tendency  of  divers  of  his  late  writings  and 
"  aclings  hath  been  to  expofe  the  truth  and  the  friends 
"  thereof  to  the  reproach  of  the  world,  did  unanimoufly 
•*  agree,  and  declare  it  to  be  the  fenfe  and  judgment 
"  of  this  meeting  :  and  it  is  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of 
"  this  meeting,  that  the  faid  George  Keith  is  gone  from 
"  the  blelfed  unity  of  the  peaceable  fpirit  of  our  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chritt,  and  hath  thereby  feparated  himfelf  from 
"  the  holy  fellowfhip  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  that 
"  whtllt  he  is  in  an  unreconciled  and  uncharitable  ltate, 
"  he  ought  not  to  preach  or  pray  in  any  of  friends'  meet- 
"  ings,  nor  be  owned  or  received  as  one  of  us,  until  by  a 
"  public  and  heartv  acknowledgment  of  the  great  otfence 
4<  he  has  given,  and  hurt  he  hnth  done,  and  condem- 
•'  nation  ot  himfelf  therefore,  he  gives  proofs  of  his  un- 
"  feigned  repentance,  and  does  his  endeavour  to  re- 
M  move  and  take  otf  the  reproach  he  hath  brought  upon 
"  truth  and  friend?,  which  in  the  love  of  God  we  heartily 
"  defire   for  his  foul's  fake." 

From  which  cenfure,  it  is  evident,  that  George 
Keith  was  not  (as  the  defender  of  the  bilhop  of  Litchfield 
and  Coventry  erroneoufly  afierts,  p.  yS.)  "  excommuni- 
*'  cated  by  the  Quakers,  for  maintaining  the  neceffity  of 
"  believing  in  an  outward  Chrift  in  order  to  falvation." 
Nor  does  there  appear  in   the   whole  cenfure  againlt,  or 

preceedings 
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fuch  a  proceeding.  And  it  is  as  well  chap. 
known,  that  afterwards,  though  our  friends 
did  not  attend  his  peremptory  fummons, 
(chiefly  with  regard  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  thofe  cities  and  places  where  he 
was  pleafed  to  mount  the  ftage)  yet  they 
followed  him  clofely  from  the  prefs  :  and 
as  all  thefe  tran factions  were  public  to 
the  world,  the  bifhop  ought  either  to  have 
faid  nothing  about  them,  or  more  than 
he  has  faid ;  either  have  paffed  the  whole 
over   in   filence,    or  have  given  an  impar- 


proceedings  relating  to  htm,  the  leaft  footftep  of  any 
charge  of  that  nature.  He  was  difowned  for  his  un- 
christian and  uncharitable  actions,  and  for  the  reproach  he 
had  brought  upon  truth  and  friends,  by  his  (landers  and 
lying  accufations,  and  particularly,  as  it  is  exprefled  in 
one  part  of  the  proceeding1,  "  His  infinuating  as  if  friends 
"  only  owned  the  blood  of  Chnft  in  a  myftical  fenfe." 
No  wonder  then,  if  Keith,  being  ejected  by  the  Quakers, 
for  his  falfhood  and  abufes  of  them,  did,  as  evil  men 
and  feducers  ufed  to  do,  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  kept  on 
the  exterior  of  the  Quakers,  as  a  decoy  to  draw  others 
after  him,  fo  long  as  he  faw  any  probability  of  fuccefs, 
or  outward  fupport  ;  which  at  length  failing,  he  thought 
meet  to  be  reconciled  to  a  church,  qualified  to  gratify 
her  new  convert  with  prefent  and  conftant  pay,  which 
yet,  in  his  cafe,  was  not  the  reward  of  righteoufnefi. 


tial 
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tial  fummary  view  of  the  controverfy  on  both 
fides. 

"  But   feting  he  has  been  pleafed  to  be  filent 
1700.    «  on  one  flt}Cj  anj  condemn   us   as   a  company 

"  of  milled  enthuiiafts,  with  his  ufual  air  of 
"  contempt,  that  his  readers  may  not  think  our 
"  friends  had  nothing  to  fay  in  defence  of  them- 
"  felves  and  doctrines ;  they  are  referred  to 
"  what  was  written  about  that  time  by  our  elder 
"  friends,  G.  Whitehead,  T.  Ellwood,  B.  Coole, 
"   R.  Claridge,  D.  Philips,  and  J.  Wyeth. 

"  But  we  are  told,  that  it  appeared  to  him, 
"  (George  Keith  j  that  they  (the  Quakers)  were 
'*  Deifts,  and  that  they  turned  the  whole  doc- 
"  trines  of  the  Chrillian  religion  into  allego- 
"  ries. 

"  To  the  firft,  that  they  were  Deifts  :  I  fay  he 
"  is  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  for  he  calls  them 
"  afterwards  enthuiiafts.  Deifm  and  enthufiafm 
"  are  as  oppofite  as  the  two  poles.  The  one 
"  denies  all  revelation;  and  the  other  believes 
"  and  contends  for  it  to  an  excefs.  But  to 
"  come  more  clofely  to  the  point,  Deifm,  in  the 
"  modern  ufe  of  that  word,  is  the  belief  and 
"  profeffion  of  natural  religion,  in  oppofition  to 
"  revelation  of  ail  kinds.  Chriftianity,  in  the 
"  fenfe  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  is  the  be- 
u  lief  and  profeflion  of  revealed  religion,  re- 
"  vealed  externally  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and 
"  internally  by  the  fpirit  of  Chriit  in  the  fecret 
tc  of  our  hearts:  by  the  firft  we  come  to  the 
"  knowledge  of  the  fads,  doclrines  and  precepts 
M  of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  by  the  laft  we  are 
"  enlightened  and  afiifted  to  underftand,  apply 
t;  and  practice   them,   for    the    great    ends    for 

"  which 
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which  they  were  delivered  to  the  world  :  fo  c  H  a  p. 
that  religion,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Deifts,  hath      XI« 
nothing  to  do  with  revelation ;  in  the  Quaker's  v-^v^v> 
fenfe,  it  is  all  revelation,  either  external  or  in-    I700« 
ternal :    a  plain   contradiction   then  between 
the  one  and  ihe  other,  and  confequently  they 
cannot  be  the  fame,  nor  be  predicated  of  the 
fame  perfon  or  people.     The  Quakers  there- 
fore cannot  be  efteemed  Deifts,  which  charge 
is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  upon  their  prin- 
ciples only,    the  very  root   of  Deifm  is   de- 
ftroyed,  as  I  have  already  obferved. 
"  Again  we  are  told,  that  it  appeared  to  him, 
George  Keith,  that  the  Quakers  turned  the 
whole  doctrines  of  the  chriltian  religion  into 
allegories. 

"  Anfwer.  I  can  name  many  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  chriftian  religion  which  they  never 
turned  into  allegories,  but  have  been  great 
fuiferers  for  adhering  to  them  in  a  literal 
fenfe,  as  is  well  known  ;  fo  that  this  charge, 
in  the  extent  of  it,  is  falfe.  But  it  is  not 
denied,  that  the  Quakers  writ  of  fome  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  chriftian  religion  in  an  alle- 
gorical ftile,  and  fo  did  the  apoftles,  even 
thofe  very  doctrines  he  there  mentions,  which 
relate  to  the  death  and  refurrection  of  Chrift, 
and  the  reconciliation  of  finners  to  God  by 
virtue  of  his  crofs,  as  may  eafily  be  made 
appear  by  many  inftances.  And  the  beft 
chriftians  in  all  ages  have  done  the  fame,  as  is 
acknowledged  by  the  bifhop  of  London  in  his 
Paftoral  Letter  before  cited.  But  neither  thofe 
nor  the  Quakers  did  fo  turn  thefe  doctrines 
into  allegories,  as  to  deftroy  their  proper 
meanings,  or  the  reality  of  thofe  fads,  which 
Vol.  III.  F  f  "  are 
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chap."  are  always  fuppofed,    and   taken   as   a  real 
xi.      "  foundation  for  the  allegory,  and  fo  profefled 

^v*^  "  and  believed  by  that  people. 
1700.  "  Xhofe  who  have  read  the  writings  of  our 
"  friends  with  an  honefl  difpofition  to  be  truly 
"  informed  of  their  real  fentiments,  and  who 
"  have  converfed  with  them  candidly  with  the 
"  fame  deiign,  have  found  the  truch  of  this. 
"  Among  whom  the  learned  and  pious  Dr. 
"  Henry  More  was  an  eminent  inftance ;  who, 
"  though  at  firft  he  thought  the  Quakers  carried 
**  their  allegorical  way  of  writing  too  far,  yet 
"  upon  better  information  from  reading  and 
"  converfation  with  fome  of  them,  became  very 
"  much  changed  into  another  mind,  as  hath 
M  been  fully  fhewn  in  a  late  pamphlet,  intitled, 
"  A  vindication  of  the  Quakers,  or  an  Anfwer 

"  to   the   Bifhop    of  L 's  charge    againil 

"  them,  and  a  late  defence  of  that  charge  ;  to 
"  which  is  added,  a  more  full  and  perfect  ac- 
"  count  of  the  Quakers  and  their  dodtrines, 
"  occafioned  by  Dr.  Henry  More's  opinion  of 
"  them  ;  containing  extracts  of  feveral  letters  of 
"  the  doctor  to  William  Penn  and  others,  to 
"  which  the  reader  is  referred  ;  and  more  largely 
"  to  the  letters  themfelves,  and  other  paflages, 
"  in  his  life  and  works. 

"  There  is  alfo  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
"  Dr.  Burnet  had  changed  his  fentiments  of  the 
"  Quakers,  when  it  is  well  known,  that  he  long 
"  fince  publifhed  to  the  world  an  excellent  fyf- 
"  tern  of  fpiritual  religion,  altogether  agreeable 
"  to  their  principles,  intitled,  The  Life  of  God 
44  in  the  Soul  of  Man,  or  the  nature  and  ex- 
"  cel'ency  of  the  Chriitian  Religion,  with  the 
*;  meihod  of  obtaining  the   happinefs  which  it 

"  propofes  : 
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•c  propofes :  alfo  an  account  of  the  beginning  c  hap. 

"  and  advances  of  a  fpiritual  life :  with  a  pre-      XI» 

"  face  by  Gilbert  Burnet.     Wherein  he  very  v-'"v^ 

"  ftrongly   and    pathetically    recommends    that     I70** 

M  performance,    the  defign  of  which  is   to  ex- 

M  plain  the   nature  and  properties   of  true  re- 

"  ligion,  which  the  author  calls,  p.  4.  An  union 

"  of  the  foul  with  God,  a  real  participation  of 

"  the  divine   nature,    the    very    image  of  God 

"  drawn  upon   the   foul,  or,    in   the   apoftle's 

"  phrafe,  it  is  Chriit  formed  in  us.     Briefly,  I 

"  know  not  how  the  nature  of  religion  can  be 

"  better  exprefied,  than  by  calling  it  a  divine 

"  life.     The  very  terms  in  which  the  Quakers 

"  often  exprefs  therafelves  on  the  fame  fubject. 

"  And  therefore  as  the  bifhop  has  fo  fully  re- 

"  commended  that  work  to  the  public,  however 

"  he   might  be    milled    by   wrong  reprefenta- 

"  tions  of  their  doctrines,  he  could  not  be  an 

"  enemy  to  the  principles  of  the  Quakers  rightly 

"  underftood.     The  whole  of  that  piece  is  pen- 

"  ned  with  that  true  fpirit  of  religion  and  piety, 

"  that  I  gladly  take  this   opportunity  to   recom- 

"  mend  the  perufal  of  it  to  all  ferious  Chriftians 

"  of  all  denominations. 

"  But  to  return  to  George  Keith.  The  bifhop 
"  has  told  us,  after  a  long  detail  of  his  per- 
"  formances,  that  he  is  now,  in  the  year  1700, 
"  in  holy  orders  among  us,  and  likely  to  do  good 
"  fervice  in  undeceiving  and  reclaiming  fome  of 
"  thofe  mi/led  enthufiajls.  But  what  if  it  fhould 
"  appear  after  all,  that  he  deeply  repented  of 
"  what  he  had  done  ?  I  fhall  relate  what  has 
"  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  leave  the  reader 
"  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  it.  The  fad  as  re- 
"  lated  is  this  :  That  one  Richard  Hayler  of 
F  f  2  Suflex 
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chap."  Sufiex  made  a  vifit  to  George  Keith  on  his 
xi.      "  death-bed,  which  vifit  was  kindly  taken  by 

v—- v-*-  "  him  ;  and  among  other  things  that  pafled, 
1700.  «  George  Keith  exprefled  himfelf  in  thefe  words, 
"  viz.  /  wijh  I  had  died  when  I  was  a  Quaker, 
"  for  then  I  am  Jure  it  would  have  been  well 
"  with  my  foul.  This  I  have  from  a  perfon  now 
"  living,  of  unqueftioned  reputation,  who  had 
"  it  from  the  widow  of  the  faid  Richard  Hayler, 
"  and  her  filler,  both  fince  deceafed,  but  per- 
"  fons  of  unblemifhed  characters.  I  fhall  make 
"  no  comment  upon  the  expreflion,  but  only 
"  remark,  that  it  {lands  on  as  good  ground  of 
"  credibility  as  many  thoufand  matters  of  fad 
"  that  are  readily  believed  without  any  hefita- 
"  tion,  and  is  altogether  as  well,  what  if  I  fay, 
"  better  attefted,  than  the  bilhop's  partial  rela- 
"  tion  of  this  whole  affair,  and  fome  other  facls 
"  in  his  hiflory,  wherein  the  characters  of  all 
"  ranks  of  people,  living  and  dead,  are  treat- 
"  ed  with  an  uncommon  freedom.  I  hope, 
"  therefore,  I  may  be  excufed  in  this  one  in- 
"  fiance,  at  a  time  when  George  Keith's  per- 
tc  formances   againft  the  Quakers  are  fo  much 

"  magnified  by    the   biftiop   of  L 's   de- 

<c  fender,  as  well  as  Dr.  Burnet,  in  letting  the 
"  world  know,  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
"  that  this  conduct  of  George  Keith,  at  lad  be- 
"  came  his  burthen,  and  that  he  himfelf  did 
"  not  approve  of  it  :  the  confideration  of  it,  I 
*'  confefs,  gives  me  fome  fecret  pleafure,  in 
"  hopes,  that  he  that  gave  him  this  fight, 
"  might  give  him  alfo  the  grace  of  repent- 
"  ance." 

To 
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To  which  I  may  add,  that  it  appears   to  me  c  h  a  p. 
an  inftance  of  great  weaknefs  or  great  prejudice      XI« 
for  any  man   to  fuffer  himfelf  to   be   impofed  ^—v— ' 
upon  fo  far,  as  to  receive,  and  record  fo   great     l7°°* 
an  improbability,  as  that  a  man  could  be  for  the 
fpace  of  twenty-eight  years  in  intimate  iociety 
with  fo  large  a  body  of  people,  and  never  dur- 
ing   that   time    diicover  their    real    principles  j 
or  that  all   the   members    of  that    fociety  either 
would  or  could  artfully  conceal  or  difguife  their 
real  fentiments  from  a  member  who  was  no  no- 
vice,   but    one    efleemed  by  them  as  a   faith- 
ful and  ferviceable  member  of  the  fame  fociety, 
and  of  the  fame  fentiments  with  themfelves. 

But  that  he  firft  difcovered  in  America  any 
pretended  errors  of  this  people,  which  he  had 
not  the  like  opportunity  of  difcovering,  or  which 
he  did  not  diicover  long  before  his  removal, 
and  approve  and  maintain  too,  is  not  only  im- 
probable, but  really 'untrue. 

The  matter  of  controverfy  between  George 
Keith  and  friends  in  America  appears  clearly  to 
be  this,  whether  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
the  hiftory  of  Chrift's  life,  death,  fufferings, 
refurrection  and  afceniion  be  neceflary  to  lal- 
vation,  to  thofe  who  have  no  opportunity  or 
poffibility  of  coming  to  the  knowledge  thereof. 
Now  he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  people 
called  Quakers  had  always  taken  the  negative 
fide  of  the  question,  as  elteeming  it  incompa- 
tible with  divine  juftice  to  condemn  a  great  part 
of  mankind  for  the  mere  ignorance  of  that, 
which  thev  had  no  means  of  attaining  the  know- 
ledge of.  We  have  feen  George  Keith  join  Ro- 
bert Barclay  in  his  difpute  with  the  ftudents  of 
Aberdeen,   in  defence  of  his   Thefes,  the  fixth 

of 
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cHAP.of    which    is     particular     upon    the    fubjeft  ; 
XI«      neither  was  he  unacquainted  with  his    more  ex- 

^•■^^^  plicit  arguments  thereupon  in  his  apology. 
1700.  aj3ur  f-urt;ler  George  Keith  himfelf  in  his  for- 
mer writings  maintained  the  fame  doctrine*, 
having  declared  it  as  his  fentiment,  that  thofe 
men  who  had  not  the  matter  of  Chrift's  out- 
ward birth,  death,  refurreclion  and  afcenfion 
revealed  or  made  known  to  them;  yet  living 
faithful  to  what  by  his  light  and  holy  Ipirit  was 
manifefled  to  them,  mould  be  i'aved,  though 
they  died  in  that  ftate,  and  that  the  contrary 
docirine  was  uncharitable,  and  argued  thus  upon 
it ;  "  Why  may  not  the  benefit  of  Chrift's 
"  taking  upon  him  the  form  of  man  redound 
"  unto  many  who  do  not  exprefslv  know  it,  even 
"  as  a  difeafed  perfon  may  receive  benefit  of  a 
"  cure  applied  to  him,  though  he  have  not  an 
"  exprefs  knowledge  of  all  the  means  and 
"  ways,  how,  from  nrft  to  lalt,  it  hath  been 
"  prepared." 

This  being  the  original  fubjett  of  George 
Keith's  open  difient,  it  is  evident,  it  was  not  in 
America  he  firft  difcovered  it  to  be  the  docirine  of 
the  Quakers,  he  being  well  acquainted  with  it, 
and  having  adopted  it  in  England  long  before, 
where  it  was  openly  profefled  and  vindicated, 
and  never,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  or  known, 
denied  or  difguifed,  in  the  leaft,  by  any  under 
that  name,  till  he  denied  it,  in  contradiction  of 
his  former  avowed  fentiments,  both  in  his  public 
preaching  and  private  difcourfes  ;  and  when  it 
was  urged  againft  him  how  hard    it  would   be 

a  S.    Smith. 
*   See  his  book,  entitled  The  R:8;r  :ort(J?e.-f. 

upon 
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upon  honefl:  Gentiles,  who,  though  they  (leered chap. 
ever  fo  exactly  by  the  law  written  in  the  heart,      xi. 
muft   notwithhanding  for  want  of  that   know-  ^v^y 
ledge   they  had  no  means  of  attaining,   perifh     I7°°« 
without  remedy  j  he  would  recur  to  his  capri- 
cious notion  of  tranfmigration,  and  amwer,  they 
could  not  perifh,  though  they  mould  die  in  that 
date  ;  but  would  have  an   opportunity   to  hear 
the  gofpel  preached,  and  of  being  faved  thereby 
in  fome  future  revolution*.      I  wonder  what  te- 
net of  the  Quakers  he  could   tax  with  hetero- 
doxy or  abfurdity  equal  to  this. 

This  year  put  a  period   to    the   life  of  king  Deatj,  0f 
James,    who    died   at   the  palace  of  Germains^ol11"165; 
in   France    the     17th     September,     and    upoij.  chimed 
his  death  his  fon,  by  order  of  the  French  king,  £in5of, . 

•  ii-  r  -r.    •   •  n  O' England  by 

was     proclaimed    king    of    the    Bntiih    dorm-  the  French 
nions.  klI)s- 

As  the  parliament  had  juft  fettled  the  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  crown,  in  Sophia,  elettrefs  of  Ha- 
nover, and  her  heirs,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of 
king  William  and  the  princefs  of  Denmark  with- 
out iffue,  this  interference  of  a  foreign  prince, 
to  affign  another  king  to  England  than  they 
chofe  for  themfelves,  roufed  the  general  indig- 
nation of  the  people.  Addreffes  were  fent  up 
from  all  quarters  expreiiive  of  gratitude  for  the 
revolution,    and   loyalty    to    the  king  and  the 

*  Samuel  Smith,  from  whofe  manufcript  principally  I 
have  extracted  the  narrative  of  George  Keith's  proceedings 
in  America,  informs  us  that  the  fubftince  of  the  whole  is 
taken  from  the  memorials  of  Caleb  Pufey,  a  man  of  undif- 
puted  veracity,  an  intimate  friend  of  George  Keith,  before 
he  left  the  fociety,  and  concerned  in  oppofing  him  afterwards  ; 
who  wrote  tliefe  memoirs  of  tranfaitions,  in  which  he  was 
perfonally  engaged. 

houfe 
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c  H  a  p.  houfe  of  Hanover.  Upon  this  occafion  the  people 
XI«      called  Quakers  alfo,  who    had  heretofore  chiefly 

v-^v">^  complaints  of  grievances  to  lay  before  their  ru- 
1701.  iers^  from  mo(i  of  which  they  were  effectually 
delivered  by  the  prefent  fovereign,  thought  them- 
felves  called  upon  in  point  of  duty  and  gratitude 
to  wait  upon  him  foon  after  his  return  from 
Holland  with  the  following  addrefs,  which  was 
prefented  by  George  Whitehead,  William  Mead 
and  Francis  Camfield,  viz. 


k.ntwa-0  "  To  King  WILLIAM  III.  over  England,  &c. 

liam. 

"  An  Addrefs  from  the  People  commonly  called 
"  Quakers,  humbly  prefented. 

"  May  it  pleafe  the  King, 


"  We  thy  dutiful  fubjects  fincerely  exprefs 
our  joy  for  thy  fafe  return  to  thy  people,  hav- 
ing great  caufe  to  love,  honour  and  pray  for 
thee,  as  a  prince  whom  we  believe  God  hath 
promoted  and  principled  for  the  good  ends 
of  government,  under  vvhofe  reign  we  enjoy 
great  mercies  and  favours,  and  particularly 
that  of  liberty  to  tender  confeiences  in  reli- 
gious worfhip,  as  a  proper  expedient  to  unite 
thy  proteftant  fubje&s  in  intereft  and  affec- 
tion. 

"  For  which  great  mercy  we  cannot  but  be 
humbly  thankful  to  God,  and  renew  our 
grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  king,  whom 
God  by  his  almighty  power  hath  eminently 
preferved,  and  made  exemplary  in  prudence 

Ai  as 
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"  as  well  as  goodnefs  to  other  kings  and  prin-  CHAP. 
"  ces,  whereby  thy  memorial  will  be  renowned      xi. 
"  to  pofterity.  ^>v\J 

"  We  are  alfo  engaged  to  blefs  the  Lord,  for  that  <7OI» 
"  he  hath  manifeflly  fruftrated  the  mifchievous 
"  and  treacherous  defigns  of  thine  and  the 
"  nation's  adverfaries,  both  againft  the  lawful 
"  eftablifhment  of  thy  throne,  and  the  true  in- 
"  tereit  of  thy  proteflant  fubje&s. 

"  And  we  befeech  almighty  God  to  blefs  the 
"  good  defigns  and  juft  undertakings  of  the 
"  king  and  his  great  council,  for  the  good  of 
"  his  people,  and  for  obtaining  to  Europe  a  firm 
"  and  lalting  peace;  and  continue  thee,  Oking, 
"  a  bleffing  to  thefe  nations,  eftablifh  thy  throne 
"  in  mercy  and  truth,  give  to  thee  a  long  and 
"  profperous  reign  over  us,  and  hereafter  a  glo- 
"  rious  immortality,  is,  and  mail  be  the  fer- 
"  vent  prayer  of  us,  thy  true  and  faithful  fub- 
"  jefts. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  and  by  appointment  of  the 
"  aforefaid  People,  at  a  meeting  in  London,  the 
"  8th  month,   1701."  . 

This  addrefs  was  favourably  received  by  the  king, 
who,  in  anfwer,  replied,  "  I  have  protected  you, 
"  and  fhall  protect  you  ;"  and  repairing  to  his  clo- 
fet  he  perufed  the  faid  addrefs  over  again,  and  it 
was  underflood  that  he  exprefied  his  particular  ap- 
probation thereof.  a  But  it  being  fome  days 
befoie  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Gazette,  A  for£cd 
lome  news-writers  in  the  intermediate  time  (as  pubiiflicd. 
had  been  done  in  the  beginning  of  king  James's 

8  Sewel. 

reign; 
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chap,  reign)  fabricated  a  very  ridiculous  piece,  pur- 
xi.      porting  to  be  the  addrefs  of   the  people  called 

v-*,v^-'  Quakers  to  the  king,  in  which  the  expreflions 
l7°1'  are  reprefented  to  be  fo  blunt  and  unmannerly, 
as  belpoke  audacity  and  imolence,  rather  than 
the  honelt  fimplicity  of  the  Quaker ;  and  in 
which  the  fabricator  might  probably  gratify  his 
fpleen  agahft  the  Quakers  and  his  fovereign  toge- 
ther ;  but  the  i-al  addrors  oeing  foon  after  pub- 
lished uetecteu  thi  former). 
1702.         King  William's  healrh  had  been  fome  time  on 

Xing  wh-  tne  decline,  and  a  fall  from  his  horfe   haftened 

death.  his  difiblution.  He  departed  this  life  at  Ken- 
fington  the  8th  day  of  the  month  called  March 
1702,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  age  ;  leaving  deep 
impreffions  of  gratitude  to  his  memory  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  his  fubjetts,  who  were  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  important  fervices  and  the  benefits 
thereof,  in  refcuing  them  from  the  impending 
danger  of  a  popifh  government,  and  fecuring  to 
them  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  :  the  diflenters  efpecially,  who 
considered  him  as  their  friend  and  protector  for 
the  early  and  effectual  immunities  his  reign  fe- 
cured  to  them,  in  exempting  them  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  fundry  laws,  which,  in  the  reigns  of 
his  predecelTors,  had  expofed  them  to  a  variety 
of  damage  and  diftrefs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XII. 


IRELAND. 


Care  of  Friends  to  preferve  their  Members  from 
too  anxious  a  purfuit  of  Riches. — Sentiments  of 
Friends  in  Ireland  in  refpecl  to  the  Affirmarion. 
-—Their  'Leal  and  Care  in  fupporting  Difcipline. 
— William  Penn,  Thomas  Story  and  John  Everot 
vifit Ireland. — Meetings  largely  attended. — John 
Plympton  publijhes  an  abitfive  Paper. — Com- 
plaint againjl  him. — Meeting  at  CaJJjell  ordered 
to  difperfe. — William  Pemi's  Conference  with 
the  Bijhop  thereupon. — The  Bifhop  writes  to  the 
Lords  Jufiices. — A  Province  Vifit  performed. — 
Epiflle  from  the  Province-meeting  at  Cqftle- 
dcrmot. 

IT E ACE  being  reftored  to  this    nation,  plentyCHAP 
and  profperity   quickly  followed.     This  fruitful     xn. 

ifland,  thinned  of  its  inhabitants  by  the  late  war,  v_ ^-^y 

both  by  the  number  who  fled  for  refuge  to  other  169Z. 
countries,  and  the  number  who  perifhed,  afford- 
ed thofe  who  kept  their  habitations  and  furviv- 
ed,  who  had  been  defpoiled  of  all  their  pro- 
perty, and  had  felt  all  the  diftrefs  of  penury  and 
fcarcity  during  that  calamitous  time,  an  opportu- 
nity of  foon  emerging  from  a  flate  of  want 
to  plenty,  and  from  poverty  to  competency  and 
to  affluence,  even  beyond  what  could  be  ex- 
pected 
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chap,  pe&ed  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  things.  Both  agri- 
xn.  culture  and  commerce  ocing  in  few  hands,  and 
**-""* — '  the  former  applied  to  fertile  land,  which  return- 
1692.  e(j  great  increafe  with  little  labour,  more  than 
fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  the  remaining  inha- 
bitants, eipecially  in  the  fine  grazing  lands ; 
and  the  latter  employed  in  the  exportation  of 
the  fuperfluity  to  advantage,  foon  prefented  a 
tempting  bait  to  purfue  the  accumulation  of 
property  with  ardour.  And  now  a  fecond  ge- 
neration being  rifen  and  arifing  amongft  this 
fociety,  who  held  the  profeilion  as  the  religion 
of  their  education,  and  not  by  the  purchafe  of 
giving  up  all  for  its  lake,  as  their  predecefTors 
had  done,  too  many  of  thefe  appeared  in  dan- 
ger of  being  carried  away  with  the  ftream,  and 
of  being  drawn  allde  by  the  tempting  profpecl: 
into  an  inordinate  purfuit  of  wealth,  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  truly  religious  difpofition,  and 
to  the  obftru&ion  of  their  growth  in  religious 
experience. 

Yet  the  main  body  of    the  fociety   confided 
of  fome  of  the  old  ilock  who  (till  furvived,  and 
feveral  of  the  preient  generation,  who  actuated 
by  a  ferious  concern  for  their  eternal  well-being, 
fought  it  in  the  way  of  felf  denial  and  the  daily 
crofs,  as  their  elder  brethren    and   fathers    had 
done ;  and  made  the  religion  of  their  education 
that  of  their  judgment,  and  the  rule  of  their  con- 
duct, in   life.     Thefe   clearly  perceiving  the   in- 
jurious conlequences  likely  to  arife  to    the  pre- 
Caref)f       fent    and  future    generation    by   indulging   this 
friends  to    -worldly  difpofition,    and  the    danger  of  friends 
theirmcm-  and  their  potter  ity  refuming  the  fpirit   and   cuf- 

iKisfn.ni     toms  of  this  world,  from  which  their  fathers  had 
too  anxious  .  ,  ,     .  ,  .   .  ,  .    ,       , 

a  purfuit  of  been  redeemed,  by  which  means  they  might   be 

riches.  JeJ 
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led  into  forgetful  refs  of  the  eminent  care  ofc  hap. 
providence,  who  had  in  great  mercy  preferved  .J^L. 
them  fafe  through  all  the  late  feafons  of  calami.  - 
ties,  on  thefe  considerations  were  incited  in  point 
of  duty  as  faithful  watchmen  to  give  timely 
warning  of  the  danger.  Many  admonitions  and 
exhortations  from  their  meetings  of  difcipline 
were  fent  forth  for  exciting  their  friends  to 
vigilance,  and  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  pure 
religion  in  their  temporal  engagements,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  divine  grace,  which  would 
teach  them  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly 
lulls  In  this  pious  concern  they  were  encou- 
raged by  the  confolation  with  which  they  were 
favoured  therein,  and  endued  with  wifdom  in 
directing  their  meafures  for  preventing  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  worldly  fpirit ;  fo  that  their  zealous 
endeavours  were  attended  with  a  good  effect. 

It  was  in  the  year  1693  that  an  application  to 
the  parliament  of  England,  to  requeft  their  indul- 
gence to  the  people  called  Quakers,  in  accepting 
their  folemn  affirmation  inftead  of  an  oath,  was 
nrfl   undertaken  to  be  made  by  friends  of  that 
nation,  which  when  their  brethren  in  Ireland  un- 
derflood,  they  took  the  brotherly  freedom  of  wri- 
ting an  epiflle  on  the  fubjecl:,  to  the  meeting  of  sentiment* 
fufferings  in  London,  defiring  that  Chrift's  ownjJSJfi? 
words,  yea  and  nay  might  be  adhered  to,  if  pofTi-  refpeft  to 
ble,  recommending  rather  to  exercife  patience,  ^^  rma" 
and  wait  God's  time,  to  open  a  clear  and  free 
way  for  their  affertion  of  the  truth,  than  to  ac- 
cept fuch  a  form  of  affirmation,  as  might  bring  a 
fnare  or  burden  upon  any  tender  confciences,  by 
appearing  in  any  degree  fimilar  to  an  oath. 

And  in  the  year   1695,  when  the  government 
of  England  was  pleafed  to  favour  them  with  an 

ad 
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c  H  a  p.  aft  of  parliament,  prefcribing  a  form  of  an  affir- 
xii.     mation  inllead  of  an  oath  ;  although  it  was  ra- 

v~"v — *  ther  diffatisfactory  to  many  friends  in  Ireland,  by 
'695*  reafon  of  the  facred  name  being  comprifed  there- 
in, which  they  considering  as  an  appeal  to  the 
divine  Being,  thought  it  bordered  too  near  upon 
an  oath,  and  were  not  free  to  ufe  it.  Others  lefs 
fcrupulous,  gratefully  accepted  the  favour,  con- 
ceiving it  only  in  the  light  of  a  very  foiemn 
affirmation.  This  difference  of  judgment  how- 
ever was  productive  of  no  fchifm  ;  but  the  fpirit 
of  christian  charity  and  mutual  forbearance  ap- 
peared confpicuoufly  amongft  the  members  of 
this  fociety  at  this  time.  Thoie  who  fcrupled  the 
ufe  thereof,  not  harfhly  judging  thofe  who  were 
free  to  ufe  it,  and  thefe  latter  fympathifing  in  the 
difficulty  under  which  the  tendernefs  of  their 
consciences  brought  others  of  their  brethren, 
were  earneftly  difpofed  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  procuring  an  universal  eafe  to  all  the  members. 
1696.  When  they  met  at  the  next  yearly  meeting  of 
London,  an  edifying  harmony  appeared  amongft 
the  friends  of  both  nations,  and  it  was  refolved 
unanimoufly  to  folicit  government,  as  foon  as 
providence  mould  open  the  way,  for  granting  a 
form  of  affirmation,  which  might  be  ealv  to  all. 
As  this  fociety  became  numerous  in  that  na- 
tion, the  advantage  and  neceffity  of  a  falutary 
difcipline  had  become  obvious,  and  was  immedi- 
ately adopted  by  friends  there,  upon  the  notice 
of  its  being  eftablilhed  by  their  brethren  in 
England,  and  without  any  of  that  oppofition, 
which  occafioned  fo  much  trouble  to  their  faid 

Their  zeal   brethren  .  the  benefits  of  the  religious  and  bro- 

»nd  care  111  '  •  i_       1 

maintainiig  therly  care  for  each  other,  during  the  Iare  war, 
the  difcip-  jiavjng  been  evidently  manifested,  had  confirmed 

the 
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the  judgment  of  friends  generally  in  favour  of  c  h  A  p. 
a  zealous  exertion  of  care  and  endeavours  for  ^ m>/^mJ 
the  prefervation  of  friends  in  the  uniform  practice   ,505. 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  pure 
and  religious  difpofition  in  their  minds,  as  well 
as   to   relieve  and  help  them  in  their  outward 
circumflances,  which  at  this  time  were  fo  remark- 
able,   as   to    gain   the   commendation    of  mod 
friends,  who  were  engaged  in  the  love  of  the 
gofpel  to  vifit  them. 

John  Gratton,  of  Moneyafh,  in  Derbyfhire, 
in  particular,  an  able  minifter,  vifiting  Ireland 
this  year,  hath  in  his  journal  left  the  following 
teftimony   concerning  them. 

That,  "  there  was  great  love,  peace,  and 
"  concord  amongfl  them,  and  good  order  and 
"  government  in  a  careful  overfight  of  the  flock, 
"  that  friends  be  careful  in  all  refpe&s,  to  keep 
"  their  profeflion  without  blame,  and  particularly 
"  that  none  run  inordinately  after  the  world, 
"  or  break  in  other  men's  debts." 

And  friends  of  Briftol,  in  an  epiftle  from 
their  men's  meeting,  exprefs  their  approbation  in 
the  following  terms : 

"  Your  love  to  the  holy  crofs  of  our  Lord 
"  Jefus,  and  your  zeal  for  .promoting  the  way 
"  thereof,  by  a  ftri£t  and  dole  difcipline,  is  that 
"  which  is  much  wanted  in  many  places ;  and 
"  though  ignorant  and  malicious  fpirits  may  (as 
"  they  have  done)  carp  at  it,  and  cry  out  againft  it 
"  as  an  impofition  on  confcience,  God  Almighty 
"  hath  blocked  up  their  way,  and  fpoiled  the 
"  fpoiler,  and  manifefted  their  folly  to  all,  the 
"  neceflity  of  a  holy  care  in  the  church,  more 
"  and  more  daily  appearing." 

But  the  ampleil  teltimony  of  approbation,  is 

that 
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that  of  William  Penn,  who,  in  company  with 
John  Everot  and  Thomas  Story,  fet  out  from 
Briftol,  at  that  time  the  place  of  his  refidence,  in 
the  2d  month  1698,  to  vifit  friends  in  Ireland. 
They  landed  in  Dublin  the  6th  of  3d  Month 
O.  S.  and  the  half  year's  meeting  began  on  the 
8th,  wherein  Thomas  Story  writes,  they  were 
greatly  comforted,  not  only  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  divine  prefence  ;  but  alfo  in  obferving  the 
unity,  mildnefs,  and  order,  which  appeared 
among  Friends,  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  church  in  that  meeting. 

The  refort  of  people  of  all  ranks,  qualities, 
and  profeflions  to  the  meetings,  was  very  great, 
chiefly  to  hear  William  Penn,  who  was  furnifhed 
with  matter  to  anfwer  their  expectations,  and 
his  preaching  gained  the  aflent  and  commenda- 
tion of  the  audience  in  a  general  way.  Many 
of  the  clergy  attended  amongfl  others,  .and 
amongfl  them  the  dean  of  Derry,  who  being 
at  feveral  meetings,  was  afked  by  his  bifiiop, 
whether  he  heard  any  thing  but  blafphemy 
and  nonfenfe,  and  whether  he  took  off  his  hat 
in  time  of  prayer  ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he 
heard  no  blafphemy  nor  nonfenfe,  but  fub- 
ftantial  truth;  and  did  not  only  take  off  his 
hat  at  prayer,  but  his  heart  faid  amen  thereto 

Here  they  met  with  John  Plympton.  a  tena- 
cious  baptilt  teacher,  whole  pertinacity  in  op- 
pofition  and  envy,  William  Penn  had  experi- 
enced before  in  a  difpute  at  Melkfham,  in 
.Wiltshire.  This  perfon  had  publifhed  a  very 
invidious  and  abufive  paper  againft  friends  in 
general,  and  William  Penn  in  particular,  in 
intemperance  of  language  outraging  common 
civility. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  feveral  perfons  applied  to  the  chief0  **^  p- 
ciders  and  the  meeting  of  that  people,  to  inform  k^-y^J 
themfelves    whether  this    work  was  with   their     x6g8. 
confent   or   approbation ;    and    they,   with   be-  Complaint 

•  »  *  l  *  (*   i     *  1    1         *  tijjiiinit   nun 

coming  candour  and  concern,  dilclaimed  having  to  the  eid«s 
any    hand    in    it,    but    that  it   was    altogether  J*  *c  baP" 
Plympton's  own  work,  and  difowned  him  there- 
in.    So  looking  upon  him  as  a  wrangler,  they 
thought  him  not  worthy  of  notice  at  that  time : 
But  afterwards  William  Penn  publifhing  a  paper,  W;ii;am 
entitled  Go/pel   truths   held  by   the  people   called  v™n  rub- 
^uakers,  fubfcribed  by  himielf  and  three  others  j^aftitLl 
of  his  friends,  Plympton's  enmity  was  roufed  g^fpei  truths 
again   to  appear  in  print  in   a  piece  to  which 
he  prefixed  the    invidious    title  of  The  Quaker 
no  Chriftian.    William  Penn  alfo  reprinted  the 
8th  and  9th  chapters  of  his  Primitive  Cbrijlianity 
revived,  which  clearly   expofed    to  the  publick 
the  falfity  of  Plympton's  charges  and  reflections. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  vifit,  coming  to  the  city 
of  Cork,  William  Penn  paid  a  vifit  to  the  bimop, 
and  prefented  him  with  the  abovefaid  paper, 
called  Go/pel  truths,  which  he  feemed  to  receive 
favourably,  but  afterwards,  unexpectedly,  pub- 
lifhed  fome  exceptions  againft  it ;  to  which 
William  Penn,  after  his  coming  back  to  England, 
replied  in,  A  defence  of  a  paper  entitled  Go/pel 
truths  againft  the  exceptions  of  the  biihop  of 
Cork. 

I  look  upon  it  as  unneceffary  to  attend  them 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  their  vifit ;  but 
only  to  take  notice  of  one  or  two  remarkable 
occurrences. 

At   Rofs,   in  the  county  of  Wexford,  they  Horfes  fei- 
met    with    an    interruption    in    their  journey : zed  at  Koiit 
There  was  a  law  at  that  time  in  Ireland,  that 

Vol.  III.  G  g  no 


46ft  HISTORY     of     the 

chap,  no  Papift  fhould  poflefs  a  horfe  of  the  value  of 
XII«     5I.   5s.   or  upward;    that    any   horfe    being    in 
v-^"v"^>'  pofleflion  of  one  of  that  denomination,  any  pro- 
1698.    teftant   making  information    thereof,     and   ten- 
dering  the  owner   5I.    5s.  before   a  magiftrate, 
might    poflefs    himfelf    of    fuch    horfe  :     And 
all  to   be   deemed   papifts,   who   mould   refufe 
to  take  the  oaths,  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration, 
upon  tender  thereof. 

Two  officers,  quartered  in  Rofs,  thought  to 
avail  themfelves  of  this  law,  by  feizing  thefe 
friends'  horfes,  and  obtained  a  warrant  from 
the  fovereign  of  Rofs,  for  that  purpofe,  deno- 
minating the  friends  papifts,  within  the  con- 
flruclion  of  the  adt,  becaufe  they  held  it  unlaw- 
ful to  take  an  oath. 

By  this  warrant  the  horfes  of  four  of  the 
friends  were  feized,  but  two  returned,  being 
worth  little  more  than  5I.  5s.  but  the  horfes 
of  William  Penn  and  his  fon  they  detained, 
being  of  much  greater  value  ;  whereupon  two 
friends,  Jofeph  Pike,  of  Cork,  and  Thomas 
Cuppage,  of  Lambftown,  went  to  the  magi- 
ftrate, and  took  out  a  replevin  ;  Thomas  Cup- 
page  giving  bond  to  ftand  the  trial,  by  which 
they  regained  pofTeflion  of  the  horfes.  The  dif- 
appointed  officers,  enraged  hereat,  threatened 
what  they  would  expend  at  law ;  but  were  pre- 
vented of  giving  the  friends  any  further  trouble. 

For  William  Penn  wrote  to  the  Lords  Jufti- 
ces  an  account  of  this  tranfaclion,  who  imme- 
diately let  thefe  officers  know  their  difpleafure 
at  their  difingenuous  proceedings,  by  ordering 
them  to  be  confined  to  their  chambers  :  And 
being  apprehenfive  of  the  confequence,  they 
procured   application   to   be  made   to  Williart 

Penn, 
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Penn,  to  entreat  him  to  write  again  for   their  chap. 
releafe,  and  to  prevent  their  being  broke,  who     Xl1' 
finding  them  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their  error,      fi  g 
readily  complied  with  their  requeft  ;  upon  which 
they  were  releafed  and  forgiven,  for  which  they 
appeared  very  thankful.     Thus  terminated  this 
bufmefs,   without    much   inconvenience   to   the 
friends  concerned,  further  than  preventing  fome 
of  them  from   reaching  Waterford  in  time,  to 
the  meeting  they  had  appointed  there. 

Proceeding   in    their  journey  to    Camel,   in  jj' ^jjj'j 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  they  met  John  Vaugh-  johnVaugh- 
ton  and   Samuel   Waldenfield,   from   London :  samudWaW 
And  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  meet-  denfieid. 
ing  was  crouded  by  a   multitude  of  people  of 
various  notions  and  ranks  in  that  place.     The 
meeting  being  gathered,  the  mayor  of  the  town, 
with  conftables,  &c.  came,  by  direction  of  the 
bifhop  of  the  place,  and  commanded  them,  in 
the  King's  name,   to  difperfe,  though  he  could  Here  the 
not  get  into   the  houfe  for  the  throng.     John  "t\eee^nfJs 
Vaughton,  upon  this,  remarked  "  that  he,  with  to  be  difper- 
"  fome  other  friends,  had,  upon  a  late  occafion,^^** 
"  been  admitted  into  the  King's  prefence  ;  and  the  Bifhop'i 
"  the  King  was  pleafed  to  afk,  if  we  had  full dirc(W 
"  liberty   in   all  his   dominions   to  exercife  our 
"  religion   without    moleftation,    and    we,    not 
"  knowing  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  anfwered 
"  in  the  affirmative.     To  which  the  King  was 
"  pleafed  to  reply,   that  if   any  did  difturb  us 
f*  therein,  to  make  it  known  to  him,  and  he  would 
"  protect  us.      And   here   thou   difturbefl:   our 
"  meeting,  and  commanded  us,  in  the  King's 
"  name,  to  difperfe;     but  I  appeal  to  this  audi- 
"  ence,   whether  we  mould  obey  thee  without 
G  g  2  "  law, 
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chap."  law,  or  gratefully  accept  the  King's  protection 

xn.     "  according  to  law." 

v-^v^-/       To  this  Thomas  Story  added,  "  that  the  high 

1698.    «  priefts,  fcribes,  and  pharifees,  of  old,  were  the 

"  greateft  enemies  of  Chrift   and  his   apoftles  ; 

"  and    that  generally   where   mifchief  appeared 

"  in  any  nation,  that  fet  of  men,  in  every  form, 

"  were  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  fo  it  is  (till  to 

"  this  dav. 

Yet  the  William  Penn,  being  detained  in  writing  fome 

heid'tcffa-  letters   °f  importance,  while   the   meeting   was 

tufatfion.    gathering,  had  not  yet  come  in ;  but  taking  an 

opportunity  to  fpeak  with  the  mayor,  (whom  he 

treated  with   the  refpe£t   due  to    his   office)  he 

requested  him  to  go,  and  let  the  bifhop  know, 

he  would  wait  upon  him  at  his  own  houfe,  after 

meeting,    and    defired  his    patience   until   then. 

The   mayor  aflcnted  and  withdrew  :   And  then 

William   Penn  went   into    the    meeting.       The 

meeting  was    much  favoured,  and  every  inftru- 

ment  fitted  for  his  fhare  of  the  labour ;  and  the 

people  generally  fatisfied  with  what  they  heard 

and  felt. 

William  r-^e    meetmg   being   ended,    William   Penn, 

Penn's  con-  taking   two    or  three   friends    along  with  him, 

ShhtL  Bi- went  to  tne  biftiop,  with  whom  he  expoftulated 

ftop.  concerning    that   tranfaction,    telling  him     "  it 

"  looked  a  little  extraordinary,  as  the  cafe  then 

"  flood,   when  a   general   liberty   was   granted 

"  by  law,  to  the  King's  fubjects  in  all  his  do- 

"  minions."      The     bifhop     treated     William 

Penn  in  a  friendly  manner,  and,  in  his  excufe, 

faid,    "  that  he  went  that  morning  to  church, 

*'  as  ufual ;  and,   when  there,  had  no  body  to 

"  preach   to   but  the   mayor,   church -wardens, 

"  fome    conflables   and   the   walls,    the   people 

"  being 
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"  being   all   gone  to  your   meeting ;    which,  Ichap. 
"  confefs,  faid  he,  made  me  a  little  angry  ;  and     xn. 
"  I   fent   the   mayor   and   conftables    with   that  ' — /-*■' 
"  meffage,  in  hopes  by  that  means  to  procure     1698. 
"  a  greater  auditory;  though  I  have  no  ill  will 
"  to  you,  or  thofe  of  your  profefiion."     And 
they  parted   in   feeming  friend/hip. 

But    afterwards,   recollecting    that   his   pro- 
ceeding could  not  be  jultified  under  the  prefenirhe  Bifhop 
laws,    except   the   meeting   had   been   attended r^hTufti- 
with  fome  extraordinary  and  unlawful  circum-  ccs  an  exag- 
ftances  ;  the  bifhop  to  apologize  for  his  conduct,  ^™""f  the 
wrote    to   the   lords  juftices,    to  inform  them,  meeting* 
though  caufelefsly,    "  that  Mr.   Penn  and  the 
"  Quakers  had  gathered  that  day  fuch  a  multi- 
"  titude  ot  people,  and  fo  many  armed  papi/is, 
'*  that  it  {truck  a  terror  into  him  and  the  town  ; 
'  and  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  confe- 
"  quence,  he  had  fent  the  mayor  and  other  ma- 
"  giflrates    to  difperfe   them  j    but   feeing  they 
"  had    taken   no    notice   of  him,    or    the   civil 
'?  powers  there,    he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay 
"  the   matter   before  their  lordfhips,  that  fuch 
"  remedy  might  be  applied,  as  in  their  wifdom 
"  they  might  think  proper,  to  obviate  the  danger 
"  and  ill  confequences  of  fuch  affemblies.,, 

When  William  Penn  and  his  companions 
arrived  at  Cork,  finding  the  lords  juftices  arrived 
there  before  them,  William  Penn,  for  whom  they 
had  entertained  a  great  regard,  went  to  pay  them 
a  vifit :  After  mutual  falutations,  the  earl  of 
Galway  gave  him  the  bifhop  of  CafhePs  let- 
ter to  read,  which  having  done,  he  related  to 
them  the  real  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  telling 
them,  "  that  he  did  not  fee  any  armed  perfons 
"  there,   unlefs    here    and   there    a  gentleman 

"  might 
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CHAP."  might  have  a  fword,   as  ufual ;   but  that  he 

xii.     "  knew  nothing  of  what   religion  they  were." 

v-^v^-;  Then  the  earl,  calling  the  bifhop  "  old  dotard  1" 

1698.    faid^  «  wnv  mould  he  make  all  this  ado  upon 

"  fo  common  an  occafion."     And  that  was  all 

the  forward  man  got  by  bufying  himlelf  beyond 

his  fphere. 

From  Lambftown,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
they  wrote  the  following  epiflle  to  the  yearly 
meeting  in  London,  conveying  an  account  of 
their  fervice,  and  the  Hate  of  their  religious  fo- 
ciety  in  that  nation. 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting  at   LONDON. 
"  Dear  Friends  and  Brethren, 

"  It  is  not  the  lead  of  our  exercifes,  that  we 
"  are  thus  far  outwardly  feparated  from  you,  at 
"  this  time  of  your  holy  and  blefled  folemnity : 
"  But  becaufe  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
"  it  is  in  the  will  of  God,  we  humbly  fubmit  to 
"  his  ordering  hand,  and  with  open  arms  of 
"  deep  and  tender  love,  embrace  you  our 
"  living  and  loving  brethren,  who  are  given  up 
"  to  ferve  the  lord  in  your  generation,  and  that 
"  have  long  preferred  Jcrufalem,  and  the  peace 
"  and  profperity  of  her  borders,  above  your 
"  chiefeft  joy.  The  falutation  of  our  endeared 
"  brotherly  love  in  Chriji  Jcfus  is  unto  you, 
"  defiring  that  he  may  richly  appear  among  you 
"  in  power,  wifdom,  and  love,  to  guide  your 
"  judgments  and  influence  your  fpirits,  in  this 
"  weighty  and  anniverfary  afTembly,  that  fo 
"  nothing  may  appear  or  have  place  among  you, 
"  but  what  fingly  feeks  the  honour  of  the  Lorcty 

"  the 
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f  the  exaltation  of  his  truth,    and  the  peace  andc  Hap. 

"  cjlablijhment  of  his  heritage.    For  this,  brethren,  ^". 

"  you  and   we  know,  has  been  the   aim,   end      6  8 

"  and   practice   of  thofe  whom  the  Lord  hath 

"  made  willing  to  forfake  and  give  up  all  for 

"  his  name's  fake,  and  through  various  exercifes 

"  and  tribulations,  yea  in  the  way  of  the  daily 

"  crofs,   and  through  the  fight  and  baptifm  of 

"  many  afflictions,  to   have    their   converfation 

"  and  fojourning  here  below   upon   the   earth, 

"  in  fear  and  love,  looking  for  their  reward  in 

"  the  heavens  that  mail  never  pafs  away,  who 

"  have     not   been   lifted   up   by   good   report, 

"  nor   cad    down    by    evil    report,    from    their 

"  love  to  the  Lord  and  his  precious  truth,  but 

"  hold  on  their  way,  whofe  hands  being  clean 

"  of  evil   things  towards  all  men,  have  waxed 

"  ftronger  and  flronger  in  the  Lord.    Wherefore, 

"  dear  brethren,  let  us  all  be  found  in  the  fame 

"  fteps,  and  walking  in  the  fame  way,  not  being 

"  high-minded,  but  fearing  the  Lord,  that  we  may 

"  ferve    him    through    our    generation   in  dili- 

"  gence  and  faithfulnefs,  and  fo  enter  into  the  reft 

"  that  God  has  referved  for  his  true  travellers 

"  and  labourers  in  his  vineyard. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  know  that  the  Lord 
"  hath  brought  us  well  into  this  kingdom  of 
"  Ireland,  and  given  us  many  large  and  bleffed 
"  opportunities  in  feveral  parts,  meetings  being 
"  crouded  by  people  of  all  ranks  and  perfuafions, 
u  efpecially  at  Dublin,  who,  for  ought  we  have 
"  heard,  have  given  the  truth  a  good  report ; 
"  and  indeed  the  Lord  has  mightily  appeared 
"  for  his  own  name,  and  owned  us  with  a  more 
"  than  ordinary  prefence,  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
"  fions,  and  made  very  heavy  and  hard  things 
"  eafy  to  us,  becaufe  of  the  glory  of  his  power, 

"  with 
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"  with  which  he  aflifted  us  in  our  needful  times, 
"  for  which  our  fouls  bow  before  him,  and  blefs, 
"  reverence  and  praife  his  holy  and  worthy  name. 
"  So  that,  dear  brethren,  we  have  good  tidings 
"  to  give  you  of  truth's  profperity  at  large,  and 
"  more  efpecially  in  the  churches,  having  had 
"  the  comfort  of  the  general  meeting  of  this 
"  nation,  confiding  of  many  weighty  brethren 
"  and  fillers,  from  all  parts  thereof,  which  was 
"  held  in  the  city  of  Dublin  in  much  love, 
"  peace  and  unity  for  feveral  days,  wherein  we 
"  had  occafion  to  obferve  their  commendable 
"  care  for  the  profperity  of  the  bleifed  truth, 
"  in  all  the  branches  of  its  holy  teftimony, 
<c  both  in  the  general  and  in  the  particular, 
"  improving  the  good  order  practifed  among  the 
"  churches  of  Chrifl  in  our  nation. 

"  Indeed  their  fimplicity,  gravity,  and  cool- 
"  nefs  in  manacrincr  their  church  afTairs  ;  their 
"  diligence  in  meetings,  both  for  worfhip  and 
"  bufinefs ;  their  difpatch  in  ending  differences 
"  and  expedients  to  prevent  them  ;  but  efpe- 
"  cially  their  zeal  againft  covctoufnefs  and  in- 
"  differency  in  truth's  fervice,  and  exemplary  care 
"  to  difcourage  an  immoderate  concern  in  purfuit  of 
"  the  things  of  this  life,  and  to  excite  friends  to 
"  do  good  with  what  they  have,  very  greatly 
"  comforted  us,  and  in  the  fweet  and  blefled 
"  power  of  Chrifl  Jefus  the  meeting  ended, 
"  and  friends  departed.  The  Lord  grant  that 
"  you  may  alfo  make  the  fame  purpofe  the  travail 
"  of  your  fouls,  and  end  of  your  labour  and  fer- 
**  vice  of  love,  who  feek  not  your  own  things, 
"  but  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  in  this  your 
,£  folemn  general  meeting. 

"  And, 
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"  And,    dear   brethren,   we   mud  tell   you, c  H  A  p- 
•*  here  is   room   enough   for    true  labourers  in      *II# 
"  God's    vineyard,    and    cannot    well    forbear  (w*"v"-*-' 
"  to    recommend   the  fervice   of  truth,   in  this        9 
"  nation,  to  your  ferious  confideration,  if  haply 
"  the  Lord  may  put  into  the  hearts  of  any  faith- 
"  ful    and   weighty  brethren,   to  vifit  it  in   the 
tt  word  of  eternal  life ;  for  we  cannot  but  fay, 
"  the  harveft  appears  to  us  to  be  great,  and  the 
"  labourers  "in    comparifon   but   a   few.     So  in 
"  that  love  which  many  waters  cannot  quench, 
"  nor  diflance  wear  out  of  our  remembrances, 
"  and    in   which  we    defire    to    be    remembred 
"  of  you    to    the    Lord    of  our   houfhold,    we 
"  dearly  and  tenderly  falute  you,  and  remain 

"  Your  loving  and  faithful  brethren, 

"  WILLIAM  PENN, 
"  JOHN  EVEROTT, 
«  THOMAS  STORY." 
"  Lambftowne,  2d  of  the 
4th  Month,  1698." 

This  epiftle  confirms  the  truth  of  the  pre- 
ceding remarks  concerning  the  care  of  friends 
in  Ireland,  to  guard  the  members  of  their  foci- 
ety  againft  an  immoderate  engagement  in  tem- 
poral purfuits,  which  feems  to  have  been  an 
earned  and  growing  concern  :  For  about  this 
time  a  general  provincial  vifit  was  appointed  a  prsvinci- 
and  performed,  i.  e.  a  vifit  to  every  particular  J1  vifl*  P"" 

,  •  1  .  ,  .    '    *  .  ,       formed. 

men  s  meeting  through  each  province,  in  order 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  each  meeting ;  and 
how  the  wholefome  exhortations  and  admoni- 
tions,  imparted  from  the  half  year's  meetings, 

had 
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had  been  put  in  pra&ice ;  and  an  account  was 
returned  to  the  fucceeding  national  meeting,  of 
the  great  faiisf action  and  comfort,  which  the 
friends  concerned  were  favoured  with  in  their 
fervice,  under  the  feeling  of  divine  afliftance 
with  them ;  and  finding  a  condescending  tem- 
per of  mind  in  thofe  that  were  vifited,  fo  as  to 
receive  their  advice  with  cordiality,  and  readily 
to  comply  therewith  ;  fome  of  whom  had  been 
prevailed  with  to  lelfen  their  outward  concerns, 
that  their  moderation  might  appear,  and  they 
be  more  at  liberty  in  body  and  mind  to  attend  to 
the  important  work  of  falvation,  and  to  fill 
up  their  places  in  fociety  with  greater  fidelity  ; 
others,  who  were  poffcfled  of  large  holdings  of 
lands,  to  accommodate  their  poorer  brethren, 
who  wanted  fmaller  tra&s  at  reafonable  rates. 
Ep'iftiefrom  They  alfo  publifhed  and  difperfed  an  epiflle 
the  province  £rom  ^   province  meetinsr  of  Leimter,  held  at 

meeting  at  *  •  • 

caftkder-    Caftledermot,    the   9th,    icth,    and  11th  days  of 
the\\iOTdi"a  7  montn   this  year,   on  the  fame  fubject,  which 
nate  cares    affords   us   a  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit    and  fenti- 
oitbishfc  ments   Qf  tne  faithful  elders  of  this  time,   and 
of  the  jufl    conceptions    they  had    of  chriftian 
fimplicity  and  felf  denial,  taking  it  in  its  proper 
latitude    and  extent ;  not    confining   it,    as    too 
many   are  ready    to   furmife,  to  fuperfluities   of 
apparel,    or  a  peculiar  mode  of  fpeech  and  ad- 
drefs  ;  but  extending  it  to  every  object,  of  pur- 
fuit,  fo  far  as  it  is  intemperately  followed,  to  the 
obftruclion  of  our  progrefs  in  religion,  and  the 
carrying  away  the  mind  from  the  Ready  purfuit 
of  thofe   things     that    conduce    to    our    peace. 
The  cares  of  this  life,  and  the   deceitfulnefs  of 
riches,  they  confidered  to  be  as  dangerous  mares 
to  the  men  of  great  bufmefs,  as  airinefs  of  de- 
portment t 
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portment,  and  fondnefs  for  pleafure  and  vanity  chap. 
are  to  the  youthful  and  inconfiderate ;  that  the  XTI* 
good  feed  was  as  effectually  hindred  from  bring-  ^^""^ 
ing  forth  fruit  in  the  thorny,  as  in  the  highway  1  9 
or  ftony  ground,  in  the  parable.  And  we  mufb 
admit  it  to  be  a  (landing  evidence  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  wifdom,  and  forefight  of  thefe  men,  that 
the  pernicious  effects  of  the  unbounded  love 
and  purfuit  of  temporal  treafures  upon  the  fpi- 
ritual  profperity  of  our  chriftian  fociety,  have 
been  too  manifeftly  confirmed  by  the  event  in 
fucceeding  times.  This  epiftle  is  recorded  at 
length  in  Dr.  Rutty's  hiftory,  to  which  I  refer  ; 
but  the  preface,  written  by  Thomas  Trafford, 
and  the  poi^fcript,  by  William  Edmundfon,  the 
former  explaining  the  motives  and  authority 
of  the  friends  in  their  concern,  and  the  latter 
briefly  recapitulating  the  fubject,  I  think  not 
unworthy  of  introducing  in  this  place,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  fenfe  and  judgment  of  our 
friends  of  this  age  and  place. 

Love  not  the  worlds  neither  the  things  that  are 
in  the  world :  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.   1  John  ch.  ii.  15. 

PREFACE. 

"  Dear  Friends, 

"  The  following  epiftle  is  recommended  to 
"  be  read  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  in  which,  I 
"  doubt  not,  you  will  have  a  fenfe  of  the  religi- 
"  ous  care  and  concern,  which  the  Lord  hath 
"  raifed  in  the  minds  of  fome  of  his  faithful 
"  elders,   for  the  good  and  prefervation  of  his 

"  heritage. 
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chap."  heritage.     But  if  there  be  any  amongft  our- 
xn.     «  felves    or    others,    not    acquainted   with    cur 
v-^v>,->'  "  chriftian    difcipline,    who,  for  want  of  truly 
1698.    n  feeing  the  great  danger   and  hurt    that  hath 
"  attended  the  profeifors  of  Chriftianitv,  by  un- 
"  bounded  defires,  and  purfuit  after  the  things 
"  of  this  world,  {hall  cenfure  our  chriftian  care, 
"  as  if  we  went  about  to  exercife  lordihip  over 
*'  one  another,   or  would  hinder    or  limit  fuch 
"  induftrious  and  capable  perfons,  who  in  the 
"  fear  of  God,  and  in  moderation,  do  improve 
"  the  creation  in  general,  or  their  own  worldly 
"  talents   in   particular,  which   God  hath  been 
"  pleafed   to   give   them;  I  fay,  if  any  mail  thus 
"  judge   of  our  godly  care  and  endeavours,  let 
"  all  fuch  know  they  are  miltaken,  and  that  no 
"  fuch    thing    is    intended.       But   as    a   people 
"  whom    the    Lord   hath    made   fenfible   of  the 
"  many  fnares  that  do  attend,  and  the  lofs  fome 
"  have  fuftained  by  the  infatiable  defire,  and  too 
*'  eager  purfuit   after  the  lawful  things   of  this 
"  world,  we  felt  a  concern  to  attend  our  minds, 
"  that,  if  pofiible,  we  might  be  limited  within 
"  the  bounds  of  truth,  which  leads  to  modera- 
u  tion   and  content  ;  and    to  depend  upon  the 
"  providential  hand  of  the  Lord,  that  will  afford 
"  us  what  we  ftand  in  need  of,  rather  than  in- 
"  dulge  an  inordinate  defire  after  accumulating 
"  a  fuperfluity  of  wealth,  or  purfuing  after  the 
61  gain  of  this  world's  goods. 

"  And  now,  dear  friends  and  brethren,  this 
"  brotherly  caution  arifes  in  my  heart  to  you, 
"  who  were  eye-witneffes  and  partakers  of  that 
"  wonderful  and  eminent,  bowing  power  and 
"  prefence  of  the  Lord  God,  that  appeared 
44  amongft   us   at  that  meeting,  that  none  who 

"  were 


\CcjS. 
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"  were  witneffes  thereof,  and  thereby  brought  chap, 

"  into  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  great  danger  attending     XII# 

"  that  mind,    that  would  be  going  after  covet-  v 

"  oufnefs,  may  give  the   leall  way  thereto,  or 

"  enter    into    reafoning    with    fkfh   and   blood, 

"  by  which  you  will  loie  the  fenfe  you  then  had 

"  of  that  fpirit,  and  be  in  danger  of  becoming 

"  monuments    of  God's   difpleafure.     But,   on 

"  the  contrary,  keep  to  the  guidance  of  God's 

"  fpirit  in   yourfelves,   which    will     limit  your 

11  defires    after  the  lawful   things  of  this   world 

'*  within   the  bounds   of  moderation,  which   is 

"  the   earned    defire   of  one,    who   defires    the 

"  good   and  prefervation  of  ail,  in   that,   which 

"  wiH  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  bring  ever- 

"  lading  comfort  in  the  end. 

"  THOMAS  TRAFFORD." 


POSTSCRIPT. 

"  At  the  firft,  when  the  Lord  called  and  ga-  1699. 
"  thered  us  to  be  a  people,  and  opened  the  eyes 
"  of  our  underftandings,  then  we  faw  the  ex- 
"  ceeding  fmfulnefs  of  fin,  and  the  wickednefs 
"  that  was  in  the  world  ;  and  a  perfect  abhor- 
"  rence  was  fixed  in  our  hearts  againlt  all  the 
"  wicked,  unjuft,  vain,  ungodly,  unlawful  part 
"  of  the  world  in  all  refpeds  ;  and  we  faw  the 
"  goodly  and  moft  glorious  lawful  things  of  the 
"  world  to  be  abufed  :  And  that  many  fnares 
"  and  temptations  lay  in  them,  and  many  trou- 
"  bles  and  dangers  of  divers  kinds  ;  and  we  felt 
"  the  load  of  them,  and  that  we  could  not  carry 
"  them  and  run  the  race  the  Lord  had  fet  before 

"  us 


HISTORY     op     the 

us  fo  chearfully  as  to  win  the  prize  of  our 
"  falvation  ;  fo  that  our  care  was  to  caft  off  this 
"  great  load  and  burden  of  our  great  and  gainful 
™*    "  ways  of  getting  riches,  and  to  leflfen  our  con- 
"  cerns  therein,  to  the  compafs  that  we  might 
"  not  be  chargeable  to  any  in  our  ftations  and 
"  fer vices  required  of  us,  and  be  ready  to  anfwer 
"  Chrift  Jefus  our  captain  that  called  us  to  follow 
"  him  in  a  fpiritual  warfare,  under  the  difcipline 
"  of  his  daily  crofs   and   felf-denial  ;    and   then 
"  the  things  of  this  world  were  of  fmall  value 
"  with  us,  fo  that  we  might  win  Chrift,  and  the 
"  goodlieft  things  of  the  world  were  not  near  us, 
"  fo  that  we  might  be  near  the  Lord,  and  the 
<c  Lord's  truth  outbalanced  all  the  world,  even 
"  the  mod  glorious  part  of  it.     Then  great  tra- 
"  ding  was  a  burthen,    and   great   concerns   a 
"  great  trouble ;  all  needlefs  things,  fine  houfes, 
"  rich    furniture,    and    gaudy  apparel,    was    an 
ti  eye-fore  ;    our  eye  being  fingle  to  the  Lord, 
"  and  the  infhining  of  his  light  in  our  hearts, 
"  which  gave  us   the  fight  of  the  knowledge  of 
"  the  glory  of  God,  which  fo  affected  our  minds, 
"  that  it  ftained  the  glory  of  all  earthly  things, 
"  and  they  bore  no  maftery  with  us,  either  in 
"  dwelling,    eating,    drinking,    buying,   felling, 
"  marrying,  or  giving  in  marriage ;    the   Lord 
"  was  the  object  of  our  eye,  and  we  all  humble 
"  and  low  before  him,  and  felf  of  fmall  repute  ; 
"  minifters  and  elders  in  all  fuch  cafes  walking 
"  as  good  examples,  that  the  flock  might  follow 
"  their  footfteps  as  they  followed  Chrift  in  the 
"  daily  crofs  and  felf-denial  in  their  dwellings, 
"  callings,    eating,    drinking,    buying,    felling, 
"  marrying,  and  giving  in  marriage  ;    And  this 
"anfwered    the    Lord's    witnefs  in  all  confci- 

"  ences, 
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ences,    and   gave    us    great    credit    amongft c  ^f  ¥- 
men."  v-^-v^-/ 

"And  as  our  number  increafed,  it  happened  1^, 
that  fuch  a  fpirit  came  in  amongft  us,  as  was 
amongft  the  Jews  when  they  came  out  of 
Egypt,  and  this  began  to  look  back  into  the 
world,  and  traded  with  the  credit  which  was 
not  of  its  own  purchafing,  and  driving  to  be 
great  in  the  riches  and  pofleffions  of  this  world  ; 
and  'then,  great,  fair  buildings  in  city  and 
country,  fine  and  fafhionable  furniture,  and 
apparel  equivalent,  with  dainty  and  voluptuous 
provifion,  with  rich  matches  in  marriage, 
far  wide  from  the  footfteps  of  the  mini- 
fters  and  elders  the  Lord  raifed  and  fent 
forth  into  his  work  and  fervice  at  the  begin-  « 
ning  ;  and  far  fhort  of  the  example  our  Lord 
and  mafter  Jefus  Chrift  left  us,  when  he  was 
tempted  in  the  wildernefs  with  the  offer  of  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of 
them,  and  defpifed  them :  And  Mofes,  that 
refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharoah's 
daughter,  and  rather  chofe  affliction  with  the 
Lord's  people,  having  a  regard  to  the  recom- 
pence  of  reward.  And  the  holy  apoftle  writes 
to  the  church  of  Chrift,  both  fathers,  young 
men  and  children,  and  advifes  againft  the 
love  of  the  world,  and  the  fafhions  thereof: 
And  it  is  working  as  the  old  leaven  at  this 
very  time,  to  cbrrupt  the  heritage  of  God, 
and  to  fill  it  with  briars,  thorns,  thirties  and 
tares,  and  the  grapes  of  the  earth,  to  make 
the  Lord  reject  it,  and  lay  it  wafte.  But  the 
Lord  of  all  our  mercies,  whofe  eye  hath  been 
over  us  for  good  fiuce  he  gathered  us  to  be 
a  people,  and  entered  into  covenant  with  us, 

"  according 
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"  according  to  his  antient  promife,  is  lifting  up 
his  fpirit  as  a  ftandard  againit  the  invafion  of 
Z  "  this  enemy,  and  is  raifing  up  his  living  word 
"  and  teilimony  in  the  hearts  of  many,  to  (land 
"  in  the  gap  which  this  floating,  high,  worldly, 
"  libertine  fpirit  hath  made,  and  that  is  gone 
"  from  the  footfleps  of  them  that  follow  Chrift 
"  as  at  fii-ft,  and  know  him,  to  bound  them, 
"  and  to  keep  in  his  bounds ;  and  not  in  their 
"  own  will  and  time  lay  hold  on  prefentations 
"  and  opportunities  that  may  offer  to  get  riches, 
"  which  many  have  had  and  refufed  for  truth's 
"  fake,  and  the  Lord  hath  accepted  as  an  offering, 
"  and  rewarded  to  their  great  comfort,  and  to 
4<  the  praife  of  his  great  name. 

"  WILLIAM  EDMUNDSON." 


1700.  This  year  died  James  Greenwood,  and  Ann 
his  wife,  of  Grange,  in  the  county  cf  Antrim,  a 
faithful  couple,  being  of  one  fpirit  (as  well  as 
joined  together  in  the  covenant  of  marriage) 
wherein  they  were  true  help-meets  to  one  ano- 
ther, being  endowed  with  many  fpiritual  gifts 
and  graces,  which  they,  as  good  ftewards,  faith- 
fully improved  to  the  honour  of  the  great  Giver, 
and  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  his  people.  They 
were  of  fuch  a  juft  and  upright  converfation, 
fearing  the  Lord  and  efchewing  evil,  that  the 
truth  they  profeiTed  was  honoured  by  them ; 
their  hearts  being  feafoned  by  the  heavenly  grace, 
fo  that  they  were  as  the  favoury  fait,  among  thofe 
with  whom  they  were  converfant,  being  of  a  grave 
and  weighty  deportment,  aiming  at  the  glory  of 

God 
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and  the  good  of  fouls  in  their  concerns.  They  chap. 
were  ftrift  obfervers  of  the  apoftle's  exhortation,  xin. 
not  to  forget  to  entertain  ftrangers,  their  houfe  v-"* v— -' 
and  hearts  being  open  to  receive  the  travelling  r710- 
fervants  of  the  Lord  ;  for  which  fervice  they 
were  well  qualified,  adminiftring  to  them  fpi- 
ritual  help  and  amftance,  as  well  as  outward 
entertainment.  James  being  for  many  years 
infirm  in  body,  was  unable  to  travel  much 
abroad  ;  but  Ann  being  healthy,  both  in  body  and 
mind,  was  frequently  ierviceable  at  the  general 
meetings  of  friends,  where  fne  appeared  in  fuch 
fweetnefs  and  evennefs  of  temper,  fo  favoury, 
grave,  deliberate  and  reaching  in  her  expremons, 
that  fuch  as  were  in  the  fervice  with  her  were 
much  flrengthened  and  encouraged,  by  the 
excellent  fruits  of  the  divine  fpirit  that  appeared 
through  her,  both  in  doctrine,  difcipline,  and 
converfation.  Her  words  in  her  teftimony  were 
but  few  and  not  forwardly  expreiTed,  me  being 
careful  not  to  run  before  her  guide,  but  to 
obferve  divine  conduct,  under  which  her  example 
was  a  check  to  forward  and  rafh  appearances; 
yet  fhe  was  a  nurfmg  mother  to  the  young  and 
tender,  a  refrefher  of  the  weary,  an  encourager 
of  the  diflreffed,  and  was  endued  with  heavenly 
wifdom,  and  a  taking  way  of  expreilion  and 
gefture  in  conference,  that  even  diforderly  and 
obftinate  perfons  were  oftentimes  won  upon 
by  her.  They  both  died  in  the  fame  year, 
in  great  refignation  and  alTurance  of  peace 
with  God. 
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CHAP.         XIII. 
AMERICA. 


Account  of  John  Dclaval. — Dittt  of  Thomas 
Lloyd. — Robert  Wardel  and  Robert  Barrow 
vifit  America. — Robert  Wardel  dies  in  famai- 
ca. — Account  of  Robert  Barrow, — His  Imprifon- 
jnents  and  Sufferings  in  England. — His  Vifits  to 
Ireland. — His  Shipwreck  in  the  Gulf  of  Flo- 
rida.  The  Succeffton    of   grievous    Calamities 

which  he  and  the  Company  endured  among/}  the 
Indians  <>  and  on  the  Way  to  Auguftine. — He  ar- 
rives at  Philadelphia  in  a  very  weak  State,  and 
three  Days  ofter  dies  there. — Some  of  the  Par- 
tifans  of  George  Keith  continue  to  be  troubk- 
fome. — Several  others  of  them  return  to  the 
Society. —  Caleb  Whcatley's  Acknowledgment. — 
Epijlle  to  the  yearly  Meeting. — Account  of  We  Iff) 

Settlers. Yiftt    of   Thomas    Story    and   Roger 

Gill. — Epidemical  Dijlcmpcr  in  Philadelphia. — 
Roger  Gill  dies  of  it. — William  Pennys  fecond 
Voyage  to  Penfylvania. 


CHA  P. 

XIII. 


IN  the  latter  end  of  1693,  died  John  Delaval, 

who,  in  the  early  fettlement  of  thefe  provinces, 

1693.    was  a  captain  of  militia  at  New- York,  and  being 

Account  of  convinced  there,    about  the  time  that  Thomas 

John  Deb-  ]yjufgrave  and  Jonathan  Tyler  vifited  thofe  parts, 

after  fome  time  he  appeared  in  the  mini  (try,  and 

removed 
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removed  to  Philadelphia,    where  he   continued  chap. 
his   refidence,    except  when  he  travelled  in  the     xiii. 
work  of  the  miniftry.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  ' — /-**■' 
partly  concerned  with  George  Keith,  in  anfwer-    I^93' 
ing    Cotton    Mather,    and    in    his    latter    time 
in  controverfy  with  the  faid  George  Keith  alfo. 
His    benevolence  and    univerfal  fpirit  procured 
the    public    efteem ;  he  maintained  an  amiable 
character,  and  kept  his  integrity  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

In  this  year  Thomas  Lloyd,  deputy  governor  1694. 
of  Penfylvania,  finifhed  his  courfe  in  this  life.  Account  0f 
He  was  younger  brother  to  Charles  Lloyd,  ofTh°ma* 
Dolobran,  in  Montgomeryshire  ;  defcended  from  oy  " 
a  family  of  repute  and  good  eftate,  of  the  rank 
of  gentry  in  their  native  country.  His  father, 
a  man  of  great  efteem,  gave  him  an  education 
fuitable  to  his  rank  in  life,  at  the  beft  fchools  his 
country  afforded,  and  afterwards  fent  him  to 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  to  complete  his  ftudies  ; 
in  which  his  proficiency  procured  him  a  degree 
of  diftin&ion  above  many  of  his  fellows.  His 
natural  abilities  thus  improved  by  the  acquifition 
of  ufeful  knowledge,  recommended  him  to  the 
regard  of  many  perfons  of  fuperior  rank,  by 
whom  he  was  proffered  pofts  of  preferment  ; 
but  being  favoured  with  a  religious  turn  of  mind, 
he  was  enlightened  to  difcern  the  vanity  and  the 
danger  of  worldly  honours  and  dignities ;  and 
being  about  the  fame  time  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  the  doctrines  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers, he,  like  Mofes,  chofe  rather  to  fuffer  af- 
fliction in  the  way  of  peace,  than  barter  it  for 
eminence,  preferment,  and  riches  in  this  world. 
Being  endued  with  ftrength  and  refolution  to 
take  up  the  daily  crofs  and  deny  himfelf,  whereby 

Hhs  his 
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chap,  his  natural   will  and  affettions  were   crucified, 
xiii.     the  wifdom  that   is  from  beneath  was  made  of 
* — ^^  no  reputation  with  him,  in  comparifon  of  the 
l694«    favour  of  his  creator,  and  the  attaining  of  peace 
of  mind,  which  he  perceived   was  only   to    be 
attained  by  a  life  of  virtue  and  religious  dedica- 
tion  of  heart  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
doing  of  his  will,  as  far  as  he  mould  be  favoured 
with  light  to  difcover  it.     Under  thefe  imprem- 
ons  he  attained  fortitude  to  become  a  fool  for 
Chrift's  fake,  and  to  endure    the  contempt  at- 
tendant on    the  profeifion  he  had   adopted,   to 
become  the  object  of  the  cenfure  and  wonder 
of  his  former  acquaintances. 

Thus  leaving  the  vanities,  the  pleafure  and  ho- 
nour of  the  world  behind  him,  and  following  the 
guidance  of  the  fpirit  of  truth,  he  experienced  the 
gradual  work  of  fan&ificaticn,  and  the  unfolding 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  where- 
by he  received  qualification  to  become  an  able 
minifter  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  his  dill: inguiihed 
abilities  natural  and  acquired  were  fan&ified,  and 
applied  to  the  bed  purpofe,  the  promoting  of 
religion  and  righteoufnefs,  wherever  his  influence 
extended  ;  both  in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  and 
the  American  plantations.  Before  his  removal 
to  America  he  was  frequently  and  fucceffively 
engaged  in  controverfy  in  defence  of  thofe  doc- 
trines, which  he  received  as  truth.  In  the  year 
1664  he  was  taken  up  on  the  highway,  as  he 
was  on  a  journey,  and  for  declining  an  oath, 
was  committed  to  prifon,  where  he  was  detained 
feveral  years ;  I  apprehend,  until  the  general 
releafe  in  1672.  Through  all,  his  prevailing 
and  effectual  miniftry,  his  circumfpecl:  and  ex- 
emplary  converfation,     his    pacific    fpirit,    the 

meekneis 
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meeknefs  and  evennefs  of  his  temper,  his  humi-  chap. 
lity,  patience,  temperance,  love  to  his  brethren,  xm. 
and  his  religious  care  in  the  church,  to  preferve  ^ — *->*' 
good  order  therein,  and  the  reputation  thereof  l694- 
unfullied,  raifed  him  high  in  the  eftimation  of 
his  friends  and  neighbours  in  his  native  country. 
Such  was  the  man  chofen  by  William  Penn 
from  amongft  the  companions  of  his  voyage,  to 
entruft  with  the  government  of  his  province,  in 
his  abfence.  In  his  temper  not  eafily  provoked 
to  anger,  in  his  judgment  cool,  deliberate  and 
penetrating ;  he  was  well  accomplifhed  for  the 
adminiitration  of  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  for  the  execution  of  the  beneficial 
laws  of  Penfylvania.  In  peace  and  profperity, 
feconded  by  magiftrates  like-minded,  the  affairs 
of  government  were  managed  under  his  direction, 
to  the  mutual  fatisfa&ion  of  himfelf  and  the 
people  at  large ;  'till  the  difturbances  raifed  by 
George  Keith,  for  a  feafon  interrupted  the  re- 
markable harmony  fubfiiting  between  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  the  ftate.  To  him  Thomas 
Lloyd  was  a  kind  and  beneficent  patron,  whilil 
he  acled  in  the  unity  of  the  body,  of  which  he 
was  a  member  ;  and  he  might  here  have  been 
in  happy  and  honourable  circumflances,  under 
his  protection,  if  he  could  have  been  contented 
with  lae  itation  and  allotment  for  which  he  was 
chofen  and  qualified,  but  afpiring  above  it,  he 
became  uneafy  to  himfelf  and  to  many  others, 
and  in  the  end,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  his  efti- 
mation amongft  the  difcerning  and  difpafhonate 
part  of  mankind.  For  when  he  exerted  his  endea- 
vours to  promote  fchifm  in  the  church,  and  faction 
in  the  ftate,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  governor,  in 

regard 
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chap,  regard  to  the  public  good,  to  ufe  all  his  influence 
xin.    to   difcountenance   and    check  his    proceedings. 

v — ^~*-y  For  which,  we  have  feen  he  met  with  un- 
,694-  merited  obloquy  and  bitter  revilings  from  him 
and  his  partisans,  which  he  bore  with  chriflian 
patience,  neither  returning  their  revilings,  nor 
abufing  the  power  with  which  he  was  inverted, 
to  avenge  himfelf ;  but  endeavouring  by  found 
reafoning  in  the  meeknefs  of  wifdom  to  bring 
them  to  a  better  temper,  to  return  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  amity  and  peace  with  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  when  his  united  labours  with  his 
brethren  failed  of  the  defired  fuccefs,  he  joined 
his  authority  with  them  in  ifTuing  a  publick 
teftimony  againfl  their  contentious  and  diforderly 
conduct. 

Thus  devoting  his  labour,  his  time  and  his 
talents  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of  the  public, 
promoting  the  good  of  civil  and  religious  foci- 
ety,  he  fell  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  which  in 
about  fix  days  put  a  period  to  his  life  in  about 
the  54th  year  of  his  age. 

The  violence  of  his  diftemper  he  bore  with 
exemplary  patience,  the  pain  of  his  body  being 
alleviated  by  the  ferenity  of  his  mind,  the  prof- 
peel:  of  death  being  no  terror  to  him,  as  the 
fling  thereof  was  taken  away  ;  which  appeared 
by  the  following  expreilions,  addrefled  to  fome 
or  his  friends  a  fhort  time  before  his  deceafe, 
viz.  "  friends,  I  love  you  all,  and  I  am  going 
"  from  you ;  I  die  in  unity  and  in  love  with 
"  faithful  friends.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
"  and  have  kept  the  faith,  which  (lands  not  in 
"  the  wifdom  of  words,  but  in  the  power  of 
"  God.     I  have  not  fought  for  flrife  and  con- 

"  tention, 
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*'  tention,  but  for  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  chap, 

"  Chrift,   and   the  fimplicity   of  the  gofpel.     I     xni* 

"  lay  down  my  head  in  peace,  and  I  defire  you 

"  may  all  do  fo."     Afterwards  to  Griffith  Owen,    l  94# 

"  I  defire  thee  to  mind  my  love  to  friends   in 

u  Old  England,  if  thou  live  to  go  over  to  fee 

"  them ;  I  have  lived  in  unity  with  them,  and 

"  do  defire  the  Lord  to  keep  them  all  faithful  to 

"  the  end  in  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel." 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Robert  Barrow,  1695. 
from  Weftmorland,  and  Robert  Wardel,  from  R0^e^ar° 
Sunderland,  county  Durham,  both  far  advanced  Robert 
in  years,  but  men  eminently  qualified  for  fer-  ^^!avifit 
vice,  the  latter  being  more  remarkable  for  an 
extraordinary  talent  in  the  difcipline,  the  former 
for  an  excellent  gift  in  the  miniftry,  notwith- 
standing their  advanced  age,  and  the  probability 
of  a  final  feparation  from  their  neareft  connecti- 
ons and  their  native  land,  under  perfuafion 
of  duty  and  the  impulfe  of  gofpel  love,  paid 
a  religious  vifit  to  their  friends  in  this  remote 
quarter  of  the  globe.  They  commenced  their 
fervice  in  the  province  of  Penfylvania  and  Jer- 
fey,  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  thofe  they 
miniflred  unto,  and  afterwards  vifited  New 
England  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  in 
which  fervice  they  fpent  the  remaining  part  of 
the  prefent,  and  greateft  part  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  and  in  the  latter  end  thereof 
embarked  for  the  Weft  -  Indian  iflands  ;  and 
after  paihng  through  Bermudas  and  Antigua, 
where  they  had  confiderable  fervice  among 
friends  and  other  inhabitants,  they  arrived  at  6  fi 
Jamaica  in  the  fecond  month  1696,  intending 
after  their  fervice  there  was  finiihed,  to  return 
to  the  continent  of  America.  Continuing  uni- 
ted 
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chap,  ted  in  diligent  labour  for  the  promotion  of  truth 
XIII«     and  righteoufnefs  among  their  friends  and  others 
v-^"v"N~y  in  that  ifland,  for  the  fpace  of  two  weeks,  the 
1 6'j6.    climate  feemed  unfavourable  to  their  declining 
conftitutions   at    their    time   of  life,    making    a 
vifible  alteration  in  both  ;  but  more  immediately 
FobertWar.on  Robert  Wardel,  whom  it  threw  into  an  indif- 
dei  di«  in  pofition,   which    foon    terminated    his    labours 
with   his  life.     During   his   confinement  to    his 
bed.,  a  friend  coming  to  vifit  him?  and  enquiring 
of  him  how  he  found  himfelf  ?   he  anfwered,  "  I 
"  have  been  fick  many  times,  but  I  never  felt 
"  myfelf  as  I  am  now,  therefore  I  know  not  how 
"   it   may  be'  with   me,   the  will  of  the  Lord  be 
"  done,  I  am  given  up,  and  am  content  with  God's 
"  will."     At  another  time  he  faid  to  the  woman 
friend,    at    whofe    houfe    he   was,    "  the    Lord 
"  reward  thee  for  thy  tender  care,  it  makes  me 
"  think  of  my  dear  wife  ;  I  know  not  whether  I 
"  may  ever  fee  her  more  ;    but  however  the  will 
"  of  God  be  done  ;  I  am,  and  was  willing  to  be 
"  contented  with  the  will  of  God,  whether  life 
"or   death,  before  1  came   hither;  audi   blefs 
li  God,  I  am  not  afraid  to  die." — rAnd  continu- 
ing to   the  end    in   a  refigned   frame   of  mind, 
gave  pertinent  exhortations   to    feveral  of  thofe 
who  came  to  vifit  him,  concerning  the  education 
of  their  children,  their  care  of  difcipline  in  the 
church,  and   that  things  might  be  kept  in  good 
order,    and    expreffed    his    defire    that    friends 
might  walk  aniwerable  to  God's  love  to  them  ; 
and  after  four  days  ficknefs,  he  peaceably  expir- 
ed on  the  2 2d  of  the  fecond  month,  leaving  his 
companion  and  fellow    labourer  on  the    ifland. 
And  as  this  friend  was  not  the  lead  diftinguifhed 
among   his   brethren  for  his   fer vices,   and   his 

peculiar 
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peculiar  fufferings,  a  more  particular  account  of  c  h  a  p. 
him  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  readers.       .J*111' 
Robert  Barrow  was  a  native  of  Lancafhire,  but       ,  , 
removed  and  brought  up  from    his   infancy   in  Account 'of 
Weftmorland.     He  was  convinced  of  the  truth  RobcrtBar- 
as    held   by  the  people   called  Quakers,  in   the  piety  pro- 
early  times  of  their  being  diflinguifhed  by  that moted- 
denomination,   and  after  fome  time  received  a 
gift  in  the   mimicry ;  in  the  exercife  whereof  he 
travelled    much     in     England,     twice    through 
Scotland,  Ireland,    and   Wales.     His    teftimony 
and  fervice  was,  I  underftand,  every  where  very 
edifying,  and  very  acceptable  to  his  friends,  and 
reaching  to  others. 

He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  great 
meeknefs,  innocence,  and  patience,  which  was 
repeatedly  put  to  the  trial  by  the  iucceilive  fuf- 
ferings he  endured  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
confcience,  in  his  native  country ;  as  well  as 
thofe  diftreiTmg  hardfhips  he  endured  in  Florida, 
hereafter  to  be  defcribed, 

In  the  year  1 663  he  was  taken  from  a  meet- 
ing at  Birkhagge,  in  company  with  other 
friends,  indicted  at  the  feffions ;  from  which 
he,  with  John  Ayrey  and  Bryan  Lancaiter,  were 
committed  to  prifon,  and  confined  there  upwards 
of  eleven  months. 

In  the  year  1665  he  was  committed  to  prifoii 
on  an  old  indictment,  but  after  eight  days 
confinement,  again  difcharged,  upon  being  fined 
13s.  4d.  for  which  his  goods  were  afterwards 
diftrained. 

His   next   fuffering  was    by    diilraint    of  his  Diftrained 
property    for  a  demand   not  properly   his    own.  {°T  *  d^~t 
In    the    year    1664    Chriffopher    Bifbrown,    of  properly  hii 
Arnfide,   was  fued   for   tithes  to   an   outlawry, ovvn* 

and 
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chap,  and    arretted   by    Robert  Wilkinfon,   a  bailiff, 
XI*!-     of  Kendal,    at   the  fuit  of  James  Ducket,  lord 

v — ^""^  of  the  manor  of  Grayrigg  :  The  plaintiff,  inftead 
i6y6.  nf  obeying  the  requisition  of  the  writ,  by  cau- 
fing  him  to  be  conveyed  to  London,  to  appear 
perfpnally  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  found 
means  to  keep  him  clofe  prifoner  in  the  bailiff's 
houfe  above  iixteen  months,  in  order  to  force 
him  to  a  compliance  with  his  demands  :  But 
the  old  man,  who  was  then  feventy-feven  years 
of  age,  bore  his  confinement  with  qhriftian 
patience,  and  at  length  died  in  the  bailiff's  houfe, 
the  place  of  his  long  confinement.  And  in  a 
year  or  two  after  the  profecutor  was  alfo 
removed  by  death. 

For  in  the  year  1668  the  two  daughters  and 
executrixes  of  the  faid  Chriftopher  Bifbrown 
were  profecuted  by  Elizabeth  Ducket,  widow 
and  executrix  of  James  Ducket  aforefaid,  in 
the  manor  court  of  Beethom,  for  the  fame  tithe 
for  which  their  father  fuffered  imprifonment 
until  death.  Mary  Bifbrown,  one  of  the  faid 
executrixes,  was  fummoned  to  .  appear,  and 
upon  her  non-appearance  a  verdict  of  61.  10s. 
Mas  obtained  againlt  her,  and  a  warrant  granted 
for  diftrefs  on  her  goods  ;  but  fhe  being  in  the 
flation  of  a  fervant,  they  could  find  no  effects 
of  hers  ;  and  her  filler  was  out  of  their  juris- 
diction. The  profecutrix,  vexed  at  thefe  difap- 
pointments,  manifelied  clearly,  that  her  aim  in 
thefe  profccutions  was  not  fo  much  to  obtain 
juflice,  as  to  gratify  a  tyrannical  and  vindictive 
difpofition ;  declaring  ,that  fhe  would  fpend 
iool.  upon  the  reprefentatives  of  Chriftopher 
Bifbrown,  rather  than  fuffer  them  to  get  off 
with    impunity.        Therefore,    foon    after    her 

aforefaid 
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aforefaid  dlfappointment,  this  our  friend  Robert  chap. 
Barrow,  who  had  married  Margaret  Bifbrown,  ^j^", 
the  other  executrix,  was  fummoned  into  the  l6  g 
court  at  Kendal  by  the  faid  Elizabeth  Ducket, 
upon  the  aforefaid  verdict,  obtained  at  Beethom, 
where  he  demurred  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
court,  which  appears  to  have  been  allowed. 
Sometime  after,  he  was  again  fummoned  to  the 
faid  court  at  Kendal,  where  four  actions  were 
brought  againfl  him  at  the  fuit  of  the  faid 
Elizabeth  Ducket  ;  and  on  the  fecond  day  of 
the  month  called  March,  1668,  thofe  actions 
were  tried,  and  a  verdic~l  obtained  againfl  him 
for  4I.  for  which  the  bailiffs  took  from  him  a 
horfe  which  coft  4I.  5s.  hay  worth  15s.  and 
fundry  articles  of  houihold  furniture  beficle. 

In  the  fame  year  Robert  Barrow,  with  Miles 
Bateman,  and  John  Fell,  was  profecuted  in  ProfecwM 
the  ecclefiaftical  court  at  Richmond,  for  fmall  feftkai  ' c" 
tithes  and  Eafter  offerings,  at  the  fuit  of  William court- 
Brownfwood,  prieft  of  Kendal,  and  was  committed 
to  prifon  and  detained  there  nine  weeks  :  After 
which  thefe  friends,  being  informed  of  fome 
illegality  in  the  proceedings  againfl  them,  ap- 
pealed to  the  ecclefiaftical  court  at  York,  upon 
which  they  were  fet  at  liberty  during  the  appeal, 
and  were  likely  to  recover  coils  againll  the  prieft  : 
But  by  the  advice  of  one  Dr.  Burwell,  the  prieft 
took  an  oath  of  the  legality  of  his  profecution, 
and  thereupon  they  were  cited  to  anfwer  upon 
oath,  otherwife  they  would  incur  a  contempt, 
which  muft  have  been  the  confequence,  only  that 
both  the  prieft  and  this  Dr.  Burwell  died  in  the 
intermediate  time,  whereby  the  fuit  was  termi- 
nated after  an  expence  of  7I.  to  our  faid  friend, 
befides  his-falfe  imprifonment,  which  was  attended 

with 
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c  !*jj  p-  with  a  circumftance,  evidencing  the  unfeeling 
^^^_y  temper  of  his  profecutor  :  When  the  bailing 
j 696.  came  to  his  houfe  to  arreft  him,  he  was  fick,  and 
had  taken  phyfick,  wherefore  he  requeued  them 
to  forbear  taking  him  from  home  until  the  next 
day.  Although  thefe  are  a  clafs  of  men  by  no 
means  remarkable  for  tendernefs,  yet,  in  this 
cafe,  they  evidenced  more  of  that  difpolition  than 
the  prieft ;  to  whom  when  they  applied  in  favour 
of  the  prifoner,  informing  him  it  ?night  endanger 
the  mans  health  to  take  him  away  at  that  time ; 
the  priejt  churlishly  anpurred,  that  unlefs  he 
would  pa)'-,  he  Jhould  go  immediately  to  jail.  So 
they  were  obliged  to  hurry  him  away,  to  the  ap- 
parent danger  of  his  health. 

He  was  again  imprifcned  in  1677.  The 
mayor  of  Kendal  fent  three  conftables  to  the 
meeting,  who  found  Robert  Barrow  preaching  : 
At  the  next  feilions  he,  and  two  other  friends, 
who  were  at  the  meeting,  were  fafter  the  cuftom 
of  this  time)  indict ed  for  a  riot,  fined  by  the  court, 
and  impriioned  :  But  feme  little  time  after,  their 
fines  were  levied  by  diilrefs  of  their  goods,  and 
themfelves  fet  at  liberty. 

His  lad  imprifonment  was  in  London  in  the 
year  1685,  after  the  death  of  king  Charles,  and 
the  acceiiion  of  his  brother  James  to  the 
throne,  while  the  persecution  of  this  people, 
for  their  religious  diifent,  though  carried  on  with 
lefs  vehemence,  itill  was  continued,  he  was  taken 
from  Devonshire  houfe  meeting,  and  with  feve- 
ral  others  indicted  again  for  a  riot,  brought 
in  guilty  and  fined  2I.  13s.  4d.  and  of  courfe 
remanded  to  priion  for  non-payment ;  but  how 
long  he  was  detained  there  I  find  no  certain 
account. 

But 
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But  it  was  not  long  until  the  perfecution  was  chap. 
much  moderated,  and  in  fine  terminated  by  the    XIIK 
king's  declaration  of  indulgence.     Robert  Bar-  v^-^v-vj 
row  had,  when  at  liberty,  travelled  into  fundry    l696- 
parts  of   Great-Britain    in    the   exercife   of  his 
minifterial  labours  in  fundry  periods  of  his  life  ; 
but  did  not  crofs  the  feas  in  that  fervice  until  his 
declining  years.       In    1691    his   fympathy  with 
his  friends  in  Ireland,  juft  relieved  from  a  feafon 
of  great  diftrefs,  drew  him  to  pay  them  a  religious 
vifit,    being   the  firft   friend  from    abroad   who 
vifited  that  nation   after  the  wars.     And  in  the 
next    year     1692,    he    repeated    his     vifit    to 
that    nation,     in     company     with     Alexander 
Seaton. 

In  the  year  1604    he    left  his  outward  habi- Embarksfor 

.  /  r   \\  r      r  r    i  America  in 

tation  under  a  mil  perluaiion  or  duty,  to  pay  his  old  age. 
a  religious  vifit  to  his  friends  on  the  American 
continent,  and  fome  of  the  Weft-Indian  iflands ; 
for  fo  difcouraging  was  the  profpect  of  this 
undertaking  at  his  time  of  life,  that  nothing 
fhort  of  a  firm  belief  of  a  divine  impulfe  inci- 
ting thereto  could  have  prevailed  over  his 
reluctance  to  the  voyage ;  but  in  obedience  to 
the  divine  will,  though  in  a  crofs  to  his  own, 
he  fubmitted  to  profecute  that  way,  which 
only  feemed  to  open,  to  the  maintaining  that 
peace  of  mind,  which  with  him  was  of  more 
confideration,  than  bodily  eafe,  or  even  do- 
meftic  fatisfaction,  without  it.  Such  was  his 
apprehenfion  of  the  attendant  difficulties  and 
dangers,  that  he  expreffed  himfelf  to  this 
effect  before  he  left  England,  that  he  had  rather 
have  immediately  laid  down  his  natural  life  there, 
if  by  fo  doing  he  could  have  kept  his  peace 
with  God,  than  to  crofs  the  feas  to  America. 

We 
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We  left  him  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  where 
he  fpent  about  four  months  after  the  deceafe  .of 
'^T^  his  companion,  and  being  clear  of  his  fervice  in 
thofe  parts  was  purpofing  to  return  to  Penfyl- 
vania ;  and  with  that  view  he  embarked  in 
company  with  Jonathan  Dickenfon  and  his  fa- 
mily, on  board  the  Barkentine  Reformation, 
Jofeph  Kirle  matter,  on  the  23d  day  of  the  6th 
month  called  Auguft,  1696;  they  proceeded 
pretty  fuccefsfully  on  their  voyage  till  the  2 2d 
of  next  month,  when  being  in  the  Gulf  of 
Florida,  a  great  ftorm  arofe  and  drove  them 
shipwreck-  afhore  in  the  night,  when  it  was  fo  dark  thev 
rulfof"  cou^  fee  no  land,  the  feas  broke  over  them, 
liuada.  and  fet  all  things  in  the  cabin  afloat ;  the  veffel 
was  foon  mattered,  feveral  of  the  timbers  bro- 
ken and  planks  ftarted.  They  concluded  to  keep 
in  the  veffel  as  long  as  it  would  hold  together, 
and  at  day  light  found  themfelves  on  more  upon 
a  beach  which  was  dry  when  the  furges  re- 
treated. 

They  feemed  to  conceive  the  joy  naturally  re- 
flating from  this  prefervation  from  the  raging 
waves,  but  allayed  by  fears  from  their  ignorance 
of  the  land  on  which  they  were  thrown,  they 
got  on  more,  and  brought  off  fome  of  their  pro- 
vifions,  with  fpars  and  fails  to  make  a  tent.  Jo- 
nathan Dickenfon  with  a  negro  fervant  went  to 
view  the  land,  which  appeared  a  dreary  wade 
without  trees  or  herbage  ;  they  chofe  the  mod 
convenient  place  they  could  find  for  their  tent, 
to  which  they  brought  the  lick  and  the  weak, 
particularly  Jonathan  Dickenfon's  wife  and 
young  child,  and  Robert  Barrow,  who  befides 
the  infirmity  of  age,  had  been  for  fome  time 
under  an  infirm  ftate  of  health  ;  the  ftorm  and 

rain 
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fain  (till   continued,  from  which  they   had  no  c  h  a  p. 
proper  fhelter,  their  clothes   alfo   were   all   very    XIII. 
wet  and  cold,  but  thefe  were  fcarcely  to  be  rec- ' — /-— ' 
koned  hardfliips  in  companion  of  what  they  had     l696- 
to  experience. 

For  in  a  fhort  time  two  of  the  natives  made 
their  appearance,  who  went  quite  naked,  except 
a  fmall  piece  of  plaited  ftraw-work  about  their 
waifts,  fattened  behind,  and  depending  down  a 
little  before  ;  thefe  favages  looked  very  fierce, 
their  countenances  very  furious,  their  hair  was 
tied  behind  in  a  roll,  in  which  ftuck  two  bones, 
one  fhaped  like  a  broad  arrow,  the  other  like 
the  point  of  a  fpear,  and  their  weapons  were 
long  knives  with  which  they  were  furnifhed  by 
the  Spaniards.  Thefe  two  natives  running  fu- 
rioufly,  feized  the  two  firft  of  the  fhip's  crew 
they  met  with,  who  were  fetching  corn  from  the 
veflel ;  the  reft  of  the  crew  coming  up  feemed 
difpofed  to  fetch  their  guns  to  kill  them,  but 
were  difluaded  by  Jonathan  Dickenfon,  who  ob- 
served to  them  their  inability  to  defend  them- 
felves  and  company  from  the  confequences  of 
fuch  an  action,  advifing  them  to  put  their  trufl 
in  the  Lord,  who  was  able  to  defend  them  to 
the  uttermoft.  After  looking  upon  thefe  ftran- 
gers  awhile,  the  Indians  turned  their  backs  and 
ran  away. 

Thefe  Indians  of  Florida  appear  to  have  been  Tj,c  Ind;. 
of  a  much  more  favage  and  vicious  temper  thanansofF1°- 
any  of  thofe  tribes  bordering   upon   the  middle  frvag/and 
and  northern  provinces  inhabited  by  the  Englifli crucl- 
planters,  fo  much  fo  that  thefe  latter  might  be 
efteemed  civilized  people  compared  to  them,  be- 
ing  of  that  barbarous  kind  in  thofe  days   term- 
ed canibals  or  men-eaters.     The  fudden   retreat 

of 
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of  thefe  two  filled  the  (hip-wrecked   crew   and 
paflfengers  with  gloomy  apprehenfions,    imagin- 
ing they  were  gone  to  alarm  the  reft  of  the  na- 
tives in  thefe  parts,  which  feemeth  to  have  been 
really  the  cafe. 
The  ? T        Conferring  amongft  themfelves  about  the  beft 
people  af-    expedients  in  this  extremity,  one  of  the  company 
fiJJ£d?     propofed  to    aflume   the    denomination   of  Spa- 
Spaniards,    niards,  as  thefe  Indians  flood   in   awe  of  them  ; 
and  one  of  the  mariners,  named  Solomon  Crefon, 
fpeaking  the  Spanifb  language  well,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to  by  mod  of  the  company  as  the 
moil  probable  means    of   efcaping    with    their 
lives. 

Soon  after  word  was  brought  by  fome  of  their 
people  who  had  been  near  the  beach,  that  the 
Indians  were  coming  in  a  very  great  number, 
all  running  and  fhouting  ;  the  greateft  part  went 
to  plunder  the  veffel,  but  the  Caflakey  (their 
king  or  chief)  with  about  thirty  more,  came 
upon  the  fhipwrecked  people  in  a  furious  man- 
ner, with  a  terrible  afpect,  their  large  Spanifb 
knives  in  their  hands,  and  foaming  at  the  mouthy 
cried  out  Nicaktr,  Nica/eer,  which  though  not 
under  flood  at  that  time,  they  came  after  to  un- 
deriiand  was  the  term  they  ufed  to  fignify 
Eng/ijhmen,  to  whom  they  bore  a  particular  ma- 
levolence, whether  from  any  mifreprefentations 
of  the  Spaniards,  or  becaufe  the  Englifh  having 
no  power  here  to  call  them  to  account,  they 
might  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  give  full 
fcope  to  their  natural  propenfity  to  cruelty  ;  or 
whether  it  might  proceed  from  any  injury  they 
conceived  themfelves  to  have  received  from  any 
individuals  of  this  nation,  it  is  not  pofliblc  to 
determine  ;  however  it  be,  it  would  be  well  for 

thole 
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thofe  who  may  not  be  in  their  power,  to   offer  chap. 
them  no  injury  or   offence,  left   their  country-    xiii. 
men  fuffer  for  their  mifcondud.  v"^^^-'. 

When  thefe  perfons  endeavoured  according  to    ,l696- 
their  agreement  to  pafs  themfelves  upon  them  for  imager  of 
Spaniards,  they  repeated  their  cry,  "  no  Efpania,  j!eil^ibmu[" 
"  Nickaleer,  Nickaleer,"  and  furrounding  them,  savage*. 
placed  themfelves   each  behind  one,  and   fome 
taking  hold  of  them  by  the   head,    with  their 
knees  fet  againft  their  moulders,  with  their  arms 
extended  and  their  knives  in  their  hands,  in  this 
pofture  they  feemed  to  wait  for  the  Caffekey  to 
begin  the  butchery.     But  the  hearts  of  all  men 
are  in  the  hands   of  a  fuperior  power,  and   he 
can  turn  them  as  he  pleafes. 

The  friends  fitting  quite  ftill,  and  apparently 
unmoved,  refigned  to  the  divine  will,  and  plac- 
ing their  confidence  in  divine  providence,  quietly 
waited  the  event ;  when  all  on  a  fudden  the  In- 
dians, who  had  been  very  clamorous  in  their  un- 
intelligible jargon,  and  dreadfully  fierce  in  their  but  arc  pro. 
countenances,    were  ftruck  dumb,    their  coun-vlrd^^T 
tenances  fell,  and  they  looked  like  men  amazed 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.     Then  they  withdrew 
their  hands,  and  left  them,  to  rifle  their  trunks 
and  chefts,  which  they  had  brought  on  fhore, 
and  divided  the  fpoil,  the  Calfekey  referving  the 
money    to    himfelf.      They   flripped    molt    of 
them  of  their   clothes,  leaving  them   as  naked 
as     themfelves,     (except     Jonathan     Dicken- 
fon's  wife  and  child,  Robert  Barrow  and  Jo- 
feph  Kirle).  Being  now  in  the  hands  of  thefe  In- 
dians, it  pleafed  divine  providence  to  affect  the 
Caffekey's  heart  with  tendernefs,  who   thence- 
forward became  their  protector  againft  the  fur- 
ther rapine  or  abufe  of  his  people. 

Vol.  III.  I  i  But 
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chap.  But  the  next  day  the  Caflekey  came  into  the 
xin.    tent,  which  by   his  direction  by   a   fignal,  the 

v-*-v-^  fhip's  company  had  erected  to  flicker  themfelyes 
1696.    from  the  ftorm  and   rain,  and  fitting   down  a- 

™tw!-~  mongft   them,  repeated  the  queftion    Nickaleer, 

8"ty.  Nickd'eer  ?  and  addreffed  himfelf  directly  to  Ro- 
bert Barrow  :  Now  although  the  reft  for  the 
fafety  of  their  lives  had  aflumed  the  name  of 
Spaniards,  fome  on  that  account  making  a  wrong 
afrertion,  others  evading  a  direct  anfwer,  yet 
this  honeft  man,  who  had  learned  of  the  God  of 
truth,  to  fpeak  the  truth  from  his  heart  on  all 
occafions,  even  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  durft 
do  neither  the  one  or  the  other,  but  in  fimpli- 
city  anfwered  yes  *  ;  whereupon  the  Caffakey 
afked  him,  if  another  perfon,  to  whom  he  point- 
ed was  Nickaleer?  to  which  he  returned  the  fame 
anfwer.  Then  he  faid  totus  (all)  Nickaleer,  and 
went  out,  but  returned  in  a  fnort  time  with  fome 
of  his  men  with  him,  and  then  they  dripped  Ro- 
bert Barrow  and  the  reft,  who  had  hitherto  been 
fpared,  of  their  clothes,  and  left  them  likewife 
almoft  naked  ;  yet  God  fuffered  not  thefe  fava- 
ges  to  take  their  lives. 

*  As  neither  party  underftood  the  language  of  the  other, 
a  difficulty  may  prefent  itfelf  to  the  reader  ;  how  this  Caflekey 
could  know  that  yes  was  an  affirmative  anfwer.  It  hath  been 
obferved  that  one  of  the  company  could  fpeak  Spanifh,  whom, 
when  prefent,  they  employed  as  their  fpokcfman,  and,  in  his 
abfence,  had  anfwered  Efpania  or  Penfylvania  :  This  Cafekey 
had  got  a  fmattering  of  Spanifh  from  his  intercourfe  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  finding  by  Robert  Barrow's  anfwer  that  it  was 
neither  in  the  Spaniffi  language,  nor  the  expreffion  the  others 
had  made  ufe  of,  being  all  along  fufpicious  they  were  Englifh- 
men,  or  Nickaleer,  this  new  anfwer  might  confirm  his  fuf- 
picions,  and  make  him  take  it  for  granted  that  this  acfwer  was 
an  owniug  of  it. 

The 
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The  Indians  having  collected  their  plunder, chap. 
provided  a  guard  armed  with  bows  and  arrows    xm. 
to  conduct  their  prifoners    to   their  town,  who  ^*v^J 
were  each  of  them,  if  any  ways  able,  obliged  to    *696- 
carry  a  burthen  provided  for  them   out   of  the  liftmen2" 
plunder.      Thus  loaded,  and   threatened  to  becarriedto 
(hot  if  any  of  them   offered   to   lay   down   their  town, 
burthen,  they   were   marched  about  five    miles 
barefooted  through  a  deep  fand,  and  the  fun  ex- 
tremely hot ;  when  they  reached  an  inlet  of  the 
fea,  on  the  other  fide  whereof  their  town  flood, 
compofed  of  a  few  wigwams,  conflru&ed  of  fmall 
poles  fluck  in  the  ground,  bent  one   to  another 
to  form  an  arch,  and  covered   with  a  thatch  of 
palmetto  leaves  ;  to  this  town  they  were  taken 
over  the  inlet  in  canoes. 

Here  they   had  an   opportunity  of   obferving  The  Indian 
their  manner  of  worfhip,  which  was  performed  man"^r  ot 

\  #  r  worinip. 

by  night,  and  which  is  thus  defcribed:  The 
moon  being  up,  an  Indian  who  performs  their 
ceremonies,  looking  fleadfaflly  at  the  moon, 
made  a  hideous  noife,  and  acted  like  a  mad- 
man for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  ail"  the  In- 
dians being  filent  'till  he  had  done  ;  after  which 
they  made  a  great  noife,  fome  like  the  barking 
of  a  dog,  and  other  ftrange  founds  ;  after  this, 
one  got  a  log,  and  fet  himfelf  down,  holding  the 
flick  or  log  upright  refting  on  the  ground,  fe- 
veral  others  gathered  about  him,  making  a  hi- 
deous noife,  and  finging  after  their  fafhion  ;  at 
length  their  women  joined  the  chorus,  and  add- 
ed greatly  to  the  vociferation,  which  continued 
till  midnight. 

The  next  day  the   26th  of  the  month,  they R  Barrow'* 

had  amongfl  themfelves  worihip  of  a  very  dif- "  patince, 

I  i  2  ferentandhisfer-' 

vent  prayer 
for  prefer- 
vation. 
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chap,  ferent  kind.     Robert  Barrow  under  a  deep  ex- 
xin.    ercife  of  mind,    in  confideration  of  their   pre- 
*-^"v — »  fent  diftrefling  trials,  toward  the  evening  of  the 
1696.    ^ay5  fe|t  a  concern  to  addrefs  an  exhortation  to 
his  fellow  fuflerers  to  patience  under  their  pre- 
sent afflictions,  preaching  from  the  text  of  fcrip- 
ture,    Rev.   iii.    10.  Becaufe  thou  haft   kept   the 
word  of  my  patience,  therefore  I  will   keep   thee. 
After  which  he  ended  with  a  moit  fervent  prayer, 
defiring  of  the  Lord,  that  whereas    he   had  fuf- 
fered  them  to  be  caji  amongjl  a  barbarous  and  bea~ 
thenijh   people,  that  if  it  was  his    bleffed  will  he 
would  preferve   and  deliver   them  from   amongfl 
them,   that  their  names  might    not   be    buried  in 
oblivion,    and  that  he  might  lay  his   body   among  fi 
his  faithful  friends.     At  the  clofe  of  his   prayer 
he  feemed  to  have  an  afiurance  that  his  petition 
would  be  granted. 
They  quit       They  fpent  five  days  amongfl  this  favage  peo- 
tev.-n'to      pie,  and  then,  being  /tripped  of  all  they  had,  were 
Vavclftto     permitted  to  depart,  and  obtained  from  the  In- 
dians at  their  departure  fome  things  they  feem- 
ed to  fet  no  value  upon,  being  articles  of  pro- 
vision   thefe  favages   knew  not  the  ufe  of,   but 
which    might  be   of   fervice   to    them   in   their 
journey.     They  had  hitherto  eaten  very  little,  if 
any   thing,  from  the   time   of  their  fhipwreck  j 
at  firft  their  affliction  and  terror  took  away  their 
appetite,  that  they  had  little  inclination  to  eat ; 
then  the  Indians'  food  here  was  moftly  diflafteful 
to  them,  and  when  they  were  provided  with  fifh 
pretty  plentifully,  fome  of  them  hungry  as  they 
were,  having   conceived  a   dreadful   notion   of 
them  as  canibals   or  men-eaters,    durfl  eat  but 
fparingly,  as  imagining  they  only  fed  them  to 
feed  themfelves  upon  them. 

They 
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They  divided  their  company,  the  ableft:  taking  chap. 
their  journey  by  land,  and  the  flck  and  weak  by     XIiI« 
water,  in  their  own  boat,  which  they  had  ob-  ^TT' 
tained  of  the  Caffekey,  and  directed  their  courfe     l  9 
to   a    place   called   Lucia,     on    their   way     to 
Auguftine ;  but  particularly  to  defcribe  all  the 
hardfhips,    diftreffes   and   dangers    they    palled 
through  in  a  wildernefs  journey,  or   voyaging 
little  lefs  trying  and  dangerous  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  or  feven  weeks,  till  they  reached  that  town, 
would  be  too  tedious  a  recital  :  A  fummary  re- 
lation thereof  may  fuffice  in  this  place. 

When  they  came  to    the  place  of  their   firft  Expc&ing 
deftination,  where  they  expected  greater  fafety,  ^"f* 
and   more   friendly  treatment   amongft  Indians  frtety  they 
nearer  to  the  body  of  the   Spanifli   fettlements, pointed!" 
they  found  themfelves  greatly  difappointed,  meet- 
ing here  with  inhabitants  not  a  whit  more   civi- 
lized than  thofe  they  had   left   behind,  equally 
favage,  equally  fufpicious  of  their  being  Englifh- 
men,  and  equally  ill-difpofed  towards  them  as 
fuch  ;  yet  they  were  here  alfo  providentially  pre- 
ferved   from  perfonal    injury,  any  farther  than 
dripping  them  of    thofe    poor   rags    which  the 
others  had  left  them,  for  thefe  flripped  and  left 
them  quite   naked.     Here   the  Caffekey's   wife 
was  made  an  inftrument  for  their   prefervation, 
fhe  and  fome  others   poffeffing  fome  tendernefs, 
though  amongft  fuch  an  inhuman  crew. 

They  were  daily  converfant  in  perils  by  fea 
and  perils  by  land  ;  once  an  arrow  (hot  at  them 
narrowly  milled  them;  another  time,  when  fome 
were  going  to  moot,  certain  of  their  own  com- 
pany caught  hold  of  their  bows  and  arms  to  various  pe- 
prevent  them  ;  fome  did  moot,  and  their  arrows ril<* 
miffed  oftener  than  once  j  one  time  as  they  were 

rowing 
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c  h  a  P- rowing  along  fhore  in  their  boat,  the  fea  fwell- 
xin.  ed  to  that  degree  that  it  was  dangerous  conti- 
v-'*v-^>  nuing  there  all  night,  and  as  dangerous  to  en- 
1696.  deavour  to  gain  the  fhore,  yet  that  divine  provi- 
dence in  which  they  fruited  made  way  for  them 
here,  and  conducted  them  fafe  to  more,  it  ap- 
pearing as  if  a  lane  were  made  through  the 
breakers,  fo  that  they  landed  fafely.  Another 
time,  by  reafon  of  a  great  flood,  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  remove  their  lodgings  feveral  times,  and 
for  divers  days  were  in  continual  apprehenfion 
of  being  drowned ;  at  length  they  were  pre- 
ferved  on  an  oyfter-hill. 
Their  food  Their  food  amongft  thefe  latter  Indians  as  well 
as  the  former  was  both  very  fcanty,  and  very 
loathfome,  even  gills  and  guts  of  fifh  picked  off 
a  dunghill  ;  fometimes  the  naufeous  fcraps  the 
Indians  threw  away,  and  the  water  they  boiled 
their  fifh  in  however  filthily  handled :  At  firft 
we  have  feen  their  forrows  and  alarms  deprived 
them  of  appetite,  then  the  Indian  food  was  dif- 
tafteful,  but  at  length  extreme  hunger  prevailed 
over  all  difguft,  they  could  eat  the  palmetto 
berries  with  an  appetite,  which  at  firft  had  a 
mofl  difagreeable  tafte,  and  were  like  to  take 
away  their  breath. 
Their  lo.ig-  Their  lodging  was  equally  uncomfortable  :  it 
unromjL-  *s  e2-{\\y  imagined  how  great  a  hardfhip  it  muft 
table.  be  to  people  well  educated,  and  inured  to  com- 
fortable accommodations,  to  lie  on  a  floor  fwarm- 
ing  with  vermin  of  many  forts,  and  in  the  midfr. 
of  all  the  filth  that  bred  thefe  vermin ;  more 
fevercly  trying  ftill  was  their  lodging  on  the  cold 
ground  afterwards,  unclothed  and  unfheltered, 
expoled  to  the  chilling  blaits  of  the  rigid  North- 
weft  wind. 

For 
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For  before  they  reached  Auguftine,  this  wind  chap. 
introducing  the  fevereft  cold  and   froft  in  this    XIII« 
continent  fet  in  ;  they  were  then  in  an  uninha-  '~-v-~' 
bited  country,  where  they  were  obliged  to  take  Th^9e^ 
up  their  lodging  on  the  ground  in  the  open  air,  dure  great 
they  provided  the  bed  fhelter  they  could  againft  j£deS? 
the  freezing  wind,  and  having  wood  here  made  mity  of  cold 
a  large  fire,  but  when  they  lay  down  could  not and  froft- 
reft,    for    when  on   one    fide  they   were  even 
fcorched  by  the  fire,  the  other  fide  was   ready 
to  freeze,  infomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to 
ftand  or  keep  running   moil  of  the   night ;  the 
next  day  proved  the  accumulation  of  their  for- 
rows,  faint  and  weary  for  want  of  reft  and  want 
of  food,  they  walked  in  pain  through   weaknefs 
and  fatigue,  if  they  flood  ftill  they  were  benumb- 
ed with  the  froft  and  loft  themfelves,  and  if  this 
were  the  cafe  with  any  of  them,  the  reft  were 
too  weak  to  afiift  them  ;  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  to  periiTi,  or  perifn  with  them  ;  three 
or  four  of  their  negroes   actually   perifhed,  and 
were  feen  by  them  no  more,  and  one  of  the  paf- 
fengers  fainting  they  were  forced   to   leave   be- 
hind half  dead,  and  I  find  not  that  he   came  to 
them  again.     Upon  this  cataftrophe  I  find  the 
following  remark,  *  "  God  can  both  adminifter 
"  ftrengch   in   the  midft  of  weaknefs,  and  alfo 
"  take   away    ftrength   and    caufe    weaknefs    to 
"  fucceed  whenever  he  pleafes.     Here  was    an 
"  old  manf ,   a  X  woman  with  a  fucking   child, 
"  and   a   woman  with  child,  perfons   very   un- 
"  likely  to  encounter  fuch  hardfhips,  all  perfe- 
"  vered  through,  and  yet  divers  negroes  inured 

*  Preface  to  J.  Dickenfon's  narrative. 
j-  Robert  Barrow.  X  Jonathan  Dickenfon's  wife. 

to 
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chap."  to  more  hardfhips  perimed."     The  next  day 
XIII«    they  reached  a  Spanifh  fettlement,  and  in  two 
v-^v>^  days  more  they  arrived    at  Augufline ;  on  the 
l696:    15th  of  9th  month  November,  after  a  very  dif- 
at  luguf- e  treffing  journey   from   the  28th  of  7th   month 
^         September,    the  day   they  left  the   firfk  Indian 
town,  wherein  they  experienced  calamities  the 
mod  diflrefling  to  human  nature,  literally  thofe 
the  apoftle  recounts  as  fuch,  "  In  perils  of  war 
"  ters,    in  perils  of  robbers,    in   perils  by  the 
"  heathen,  in  perils  in  the  wildernefs,  in  perils 
"  in  the  fea ;  in  wearinefs  and  painfulnefs,  in 
cc  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirft,  in  faft- 
<{  ing  often,  in  cold  and  nakednefs.    2  Cor.  xi. 
M  26,  27.'* 
where  they      At  Augufline  they  were  entertained,  clothed 
are  very     an(j  fecj  wjtn  great  humanity  by  the   governor, 
tcrtaincdby  who  having  providentially  heard  of  their  capti- 
ve* Ea°ndr"  v*ty  among  tne  Indians,  fent  out  a  body  of  Spa- 
fent'for-     niards  into  the  Indian  fettlements   to  find  them 
JJJjfat0 Ca* out  and  conduct  them  thither;  and  when   they 
were  fufficiently  refrefhed  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney,   provided  them  with  neceflary    accommo- 
dations  and   proper   guides    to  conduct    them 
fafely  to  Carolina.     The  governor  of  Carolina, 
with  equal  generofity  and  humanity  compleated 
that  relief  the  other  had  begun,  fupporting  them 
liberally,  and  providing  them  with  better  cloth- 
From        mg  than  Augufline  afforded  ;  here  they  flayed 
they  arrive  a  month  wanting  four  days,  when  Robert  Bar- 
at  phila,lel- row,  Jonathan  Dickcnfon,  his  wife  and   child, 
cm! v.rked  for  Penfylvania,  and  in  fourteen  days 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  1  ft  day  of  the  2d 
month  O.  S.  called  April,  1697,  about  fix  months 
and   feven   days  from   the  time  of   their  fhip- 
wreck. 

Robert 
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Robert  Barrow  from  the  decay  of  nature  and  chap. 
the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  food  he  had  fubfift-     xiii. 
ed  on  among  the  Indians,  had  contra&ed  a  vio-  *—- v^-/ 
lent  flux,  added  to  his  preceding  ficknefs,  which     l^J' 
had  held  him  ever  fmce  he  left  Augultine,  and  reduced  to 
was  aggravated  by   the   cold   weather,  fo   thatj^weak 
when  he  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  he  was  reduced 
to  fuch  extremity  of  weaknefs  as  to  be  incapable 
of  moving  or  helping  himfelf. 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  when 
the  veifel  he  was  in  arrived,  and  divers  friends 
went  on  board  to  help  him  on  fhore,  but  found 
him  too  weak  to  remove  that  night ;  he  was  re- 
joiced to  fee  them,  and  exprefied  his  great  fatif- 
fa&ion  that  the  Lord  had  granted  his  requefl 
that  he  might  lay  down  his  bones  in  that  place; 
that  his  heart  was  ftrong,  and  he  hoped  to  fee 
friends  again  at  the  meeting.  He  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged the  goodnefs  of  God  to  him,  the 
confolation  of  whofe  prefence  had  attended  him 
in  all  his  exerciies. 

The  next  morning  feveral  friends  went  aboard 
to  am  ft  in  bringing  the  veffel  up  to  a  wharf,  in 
order  to  get  him  on  fhore,  which  they  effected, 
and  wrapping  him  up  in  a  blanket  conveyed 
him  in  a  hammock  to  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Car- 
penter, where  being  fhifted,  he  flept  a  consider- 
able time:  the  fame  day  fome  friends  came  to 
vifit  him,  at  the  fight  of  whom  he  feemed  greatly 
rejoiced.  The  friends  expreffed  their  gladnefs  to 
fee  him,  but  faid  they  were  forry  to  fee  him  fo 
weak  ;  to  which  he  replied,  "  although  my  body 
f  be  weak,  my  mind  is  found  and  my  memory 
«*  good.  The  Lord  hath  been  very  good  to  me 
"  all  along  to  this  very  day,  and  this  very  morn- 
f  ing  hath  fweetly  refrefhed  me."    And  further 

added, 
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CHAP,  added,  "  the  Lord  hath  anfwered  my  defire,  for 

xm.     "  I  defired  content,  and  that  I  might  come  to 

v-^v~o  "  this   place    to    lay    my   bones  amongft  you." 

1^91'    And  afterwards,  "  it   is  a  good  thing  to  have 

c^reffions.  "  a  confcience  void  of   offence,    both   towards 

"  God,  and  towards  men." 

On  the  4th  day  of  the  2d  month,  about  the 
5th  hour  in  the  morning,  he  defired  a  friend  to 
write  for   him  to  his  dear  wife,  to  remember  his 
dear  love  to  her,  and  let  her  know  of  his  travels 
and  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia  ;  that  the   Lord 
was  with  him,  that  his  outward  affairs  were   fet- 
tled, and  that  fhe  had  wherewithal  to  live   on. 
Several  friends  coming  to  vifit  him  this   day,  he 
faid,  "  that  the  Lord  was   with   him,  and  all 
"  things  were  well,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to 
"  do  but  die."     And  the  fame  day  departed  this 
H:.s  death,  life,  being  the  3d  day  after  his  arrival,  and  on 
the   6th  day   of  the    fame   month  was    decently 
interred  in   friends    burying   ground   in   Phila- 
delphia. 
The  pan;-       Although  George  Keith  had  left  America,  and 
Keith  con-  was  now  bufying  himfelf  in  vain  endeavours  to 
finueTery   fcatter  the  feeds  of  difcord  amongft   his  former 
iome.         friends  in  England,  yet  in  America,  where  he 
had  been  more  fuccefsful  in  caufing  an  open   fe- 
1696.   paration,  the  feeds  of  diffenfion  and  enmity  he 
had  fown  amongft  his  partifans    had    grown  to 
ftrength,  and  many  of     them  having  thoroughly 
imbibed  the  bitternefs  of  his  fpirit,  continued  to 
be  very    troublcfome  to  their  quondam  friends. 
At  the  yearly  meeting  at  Burlington  this    year, 
George   Hutchinfon,    with    fome   others  of  the 
party,  attempted  to  difturb  the   meeting  of  wor- 
fhip,  coming  in  under  a  very   ill-timed  pretence 
pf  demanding  juftice  againft  the  minifters   and 

ftrangers, 
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ftrangers,  againfl:  whom  he  alledged  he  had  di-  c  H  A.  P. 
vers  things  to  object,  both  in  refpecl:  to  doctrine  xm. 
and  practice  ;  but  it  being  evident  by  his  man-  ^^^r^ 
ner  of  expreflion,  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  fpi-  1696. 
rit  of  envy  and  malignity,  and  that  his  inten- 
tion was  only  to  diforder  the  meeting  by  cavil- 
ling and  contention,  friends  took  no  notice  of 
him,  but  continued  their  meeting  unmoved  by 
his  railing  accufations,  and  as  they  felt  their 
minds  properly  influenced,  bore  their  teftimo- 
nies  to  the  truth,  and  continued  them  over  all 
his  oppofition  :  Nothing  perhaps  aggravates  paf- 
fion  more  than  the  obfervation  that  it  makes  no 
impreffion  ;  exafperated  at  the  neglect  of  his 
calumnies  he  continued  his  railing  even  while 
fome  of  the  friends  were  preaching  ;  and  when 
he  found  he  could  not  attain  his  end  to  put  the 
meeting  in  diforder  or  confufe  the  preachers,  he 
departed  in  wrath,  with  a  menace-that  he  would 
publifh  or  expofe  them  to  the  world.  A  menace 
which  could  make  little  impreffion  on  them,  as 
they  had  already  experienced  what  his  ftrenuous 
efforts  in  this  line  of  conduct  could  effect,  par- 
ticularly the  preceding  evening,  when  the  town 
being  full  of  people,  he  had  gathered  a  tumul- 
tuous company  in  the  ftreets,  whom  he  enter- 
tained with  an  harangue,  conceived  in  thofe  in- 
vective and  injurious  terms,  which  were  now  be- 
come too  cuftomary  with  him  and  his  party  in 
venting  their  caufelefs  enmity  againfl  that  body 
of  people  of  which  they  had  profefled  themfelves 
members,  and  who  having  adminiftered  no  jufl 
occafion  for  their  reproaches,  they  rebounded 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  impartial  upon  them- 
felves, 

Hutchinfon 
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Hutchinfon  had  no  fooner  withdrawn  than  a 
frefh  difturbance  was  attempted  by  a  number  of 
Germans  with  one  Henry  Bernard  Caftor  at  their 
head,  who  was  one  of  thofe  called  Pietifts,  whom 
with  his  brethren,  friends  in  London  were  re- 
ported to  have  aflifted  on  their  way  to  Penfyl- 
vania,  for  which  they  feem  to  have  made  very 
ungrateful  returns ;  for  divers  of  them  gave 
friends  there  much  trouble  in  matters  wherein 
no  reafonable  plea  of  confcience  or  duty  could 
be  advanced,  and  in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with 
the  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  appearing  very  fierce 
and  violent,  efpecially  at  this  meeting  :  for  with 
turbulent  vociferation  they  produced  feveral 
books  of  Edward  Burroughs,  William  Penn's 
and  other  friends,  clamouring  againft  them  that 
they  denied  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  they 
were  there  ready  to  prove  it  out  of  thefe  books. 
It  was  certainly  a  great  hardfhip,  impofed  by  thefe 
unruly  fpirits,  upon  a  people  religioufly  aflem- 
bled  for  mutual  edification,  to  have  their  fo- 
lemnities  thus  interrupted  and  difturbed,  and  en- 
deavours ufed  to  convert  them  into  fcenes  of 
confufion  and  altercation ;  but  friends  feeling 
their  minds  flayed  under  an  awful  inward  fenfe 
of  the  great  duty  of  worfhip  which  they  were 
engaged  in,  they  were  preferved  fo  fteadfafl  and 
immoveable,  as  not  to  gratify  their  luft  to  con- 
tention by  an  oppofition  at  that  time  unfeafonable, 
but  fuch  as  felt  their  minds  influenced  to  fpeak  in 
public  were  ftrengthened  to  continue  their  tef- 
timonies  over  all  their  clamour,  dilbrder  and 
raifing  of  their  voices,  and  fpeaking,  two,  three 
and  fome  times  more  at  a  time,  fo  that  at  length 
they  gave  out  and  left  the  meeting. 


But 
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But  although  many  of  thofe  who  had   with-  chap. 
drawn  themfelves  with  George  Keith  retained  their    xin. 
inveterate   enmity    againft    friends,    yet   many v— v—-/ 
others  perceiving  the  caufelefihefs   of  their  fepa-     J^97« 
ration,  and  feeling  want  of  peace  in  themfelves  others  of 
therein,  had  returned  back  to  the  fociety,  and his  Mbw 

1     1        ,     1     •  1  11  ers  return 

acknowledged  their  errors  to  the  monthly  meet-  back  to  the 
ings  to  which  they  had  belonged,  by  a  writing  ^^^'f 
under  their  hands,  of  which  the  following  is  aciety. 
fpecimen: 

"  Long  before  George  Keith  fet  up  his  fepa- 
"  rate  meeting,  my  mind  was  at  times  gone  out 
"  of  the  pure  fear  of  God,  into  my  own  reafon,  Caiei, 
"  and  conceivings,  and  in  that  I  took  in  hand  wheatley'* 
"  to  judge  of  friends*  teftimonies,  and  therein  judgement. 
"  fpeak  evil  of  that  which  through  God's  good- 
"  nefs  I  now  fee  I  underftood  not,  and  parti- 
"  cularly  againft  John  Willsford,  who  often 
"  gave  us  warning  of  what  is  now  come  to 
"  pafs,  telling  us,  in  the  power  and  demonftra- 
"  tion  of  God's  pure  fpirit,  that  if  we  went  from 
"  the  guidance  of  God's  fpirit  in  our  own  ima- 
"  ginations,  and  hunting  to  fludy  God's  fecrets, 
"  it  would  gender  to  ftrife  and  contention,  and 
"  we  mould  be  like  heads  and  hands  pufhing 
"  and  rufliing  one  at  another,  which  is  too  ap- 
"  parent  at  this  day ;  and  notwithstanding  George 
"  Keith  went  beyond  all  bounds  of  moderation 
"  in  reflecting  upon  friends,  perverting  their 
"  words,  and  mangling  their  teftimonies,  and 
"  unto  fuch  great  heats  and  paflions,  the  fond, 
"  foolifh  affection  I  had  to  him  blinded  my 
"  eyes,  or  at  lead  made  me  willing  to  overlook 
"  them,  and  not  only  fo,  but  the  guidance  of 
"  God's  fpirit  in  my  own  heart,  which  would 

"  have 
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chap."  have  kept  me  out  of  thofe  evils  if  I  had  well 
xiii.     "  minded  it,  and  often   followed  me,  and  re- 

^ <rv-^-;  "  proved  me,  and  broke  my  reft,  while  I  join- 

1697.     «  ecj  ^y^jj  tjle  feparate  party.     I  am  not  able  to 

"  exprefs  in  words  the  forrow  aud  trouble  I  had 

"  night  and  day,  whilft  I  frequented  their  meet- 

"  ings  and  heard  them  fpeak  evil  of  friends,  for 

"  that   was    mod    of  their  practice   when  their 

"  meetings  were  over,  as  well  as  at  many  other 

"  times.     But  now  I  praife    the   Lord    for  his 

"  mercies,  who  hath  let  me  fee  the  out-goings 

"  of  my  own  mind,  and  the  evil  of  their  ways, 

"  and   hath  in    meafure  given   me  ftrength   to 

"  come  out  from   amongft  them,  and   to  bear 

"  my  teftimony  againfh  that  fpirit,  both  in  my- 

"  felf  and  others,  which  leadeth  into  fuch  evil, 

"  as   is  too  frequent  among    them;  and   I  am 

"  very  forry  and  fore  grieved  that  I  mould  be 

"  fo  foolifh  as  to  join  with  them  againfl  friends, 

"  in  fetting  my  hand  to  their  pretended  yearly 

"  meeting   paper.   I  was  troubled  for  it  often 

"  before  I  left  them.   They  often  defired  me  to 

"  give  them  a  reafon  why  I  left   them.  I  might 

"  give  them  many,  but  in   fhort  I  had  no  true 

"  peace   with  them.    I   often    tried   for  life.     I 

"  could  not  feel  it  amongft   them,  but  inftead 

"  thereof  forrow   and  anguifh  of  foul,   and  if  I 

"  had  kept  to  the  pure  guidance  of  God's  pure 

"  fpirit,    and    the  light   of   Chrift    in   my   own 

"  heart,    which  fome   of  them  in   my   hearing 

"  have  undervalued,  faying  they  thought  I  had 

"  known   better  things,  when  I  faid  I  ought  to 

"  believe  in  the  light  within,  which   reproveth 

"  for  fin.  I  fay,  if  I  had  kept  to  this,  I  had  ne- 

*'  ver  joined  with  them  in  the  beforementidned 

"  things, 
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things,  which  I  am  fatisfied  by  my  own  ex-  chap. 
perience  Chrift  never  led  them  into.    To  con-     xm. 
elude,  my  defire  to   the  Lord   is  that  he  will v — v- *-» 
keep  me  clofe  to  the  guidance   of  his   pure     l697- 
fpirit,  out  of  that  reftlefs  fpirit  which  I  have 
fometimes  been  in,  and  I  hope  he  will,  if  I 
diligently  wait  upon  him  ;  but  if  for  want  of 
watchfulnefs  the  enemy  mould  prevail,  as  I 
hope  he  never  will,  I  have  full  fatisfaction  in 
what  I  have  have  here  written,  and  in  joining 
with  my  real  friends   again,  amongft  whom 
I  feel  life,  and  more  quiet  and  fteadinefs  of 
mind  than  I  have  done  for  a  long  time   be- 
fore.     Praife    to     the    Lord    for   evermore. 
Amen. 

"  CALEB  WHEATLEY. 

"  Written  the  31ft  of  the  nth  month,  1692." 

a  Thofe  of  the  Separatifts  who  did  not  return 
to  their  brethren  were  now  under  various  fluc- 
tuations, fome  turned  to  the  epifcopalians,  fome 
to  the  baptiits,  and  others  to  nothing;  but  many 
of  them  though  fiiattered  among  themfelves  con- 
tinued violent  againft  friends,  and  as  irrecon- 
cileable  as  ever ;  it  was  however  plainly  enough 
to  be  feen  that  the  whole  was  breaking  and 
coming  to  nothing  faft  ;  the  yearly  meeting  epif- 
tle  of  this  year  from  hence  to  friends  in  Lon- 
don, gives  fome  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  as  well  among  them  as  otherwife  in 
theie  provinces ;  fome  paragraphs  of  it  are  there- 
fore here  inferted  : 

'  S.  Smith. 

"  Dear 


512  HISTORY      OF       THE 

"  Dear  Friends, 


"  In  that  which  abides  for  ever  -we  falute  and 
1697.  «  tenderly  embrace  you,  and  in  the  joy  of  God's 
"  falvation  rejoice  with  you,  admiring  and  re- 
"  verencing  that  arm  that  has  thus  far  brought 
"  us  out  of  darknefs  into  the  marvellous  light 
"  of  the  Lord,  in  which  the  nations  of  them 
"  that  are  faved  muft  walk,  in  which  light  and 
"  life  our  unity  and  heavenly  fellowfhip  (lands 
"  fure  againil  all  the  attempts  of  fatan,  to  break 
"  it  either  immediately  by  his  own  fuggeftions, 
"  or  inftrumentally  by  thofe,  who  either  never 
"  knew  it,  or  having  known  it,  through  an 
"  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  have  departed  from 
"  it. 

"  Dear  friends,  our  yearly  meeting  at  this 
"  time  hath  been  much  larger  than  ever,  not- 
"  withftanding  the  backfliding  and  apoftacy  of 
"  divers  with  George  Keith,  and  the  vain  en- 
"  deavours  ufed  by  them,  in  their  reft- 
"  lefs  ftate  to  trouble  and  divide  us,  which  the 
"  more  they  attempt  the  more  the  Lord  unites 
"  us  to  his  glory  and  our  comfort,  and  their 
**  vexation  and  torment,  and  in  this  bleffed  uni- 
"  ty  have  we  had  a  fweet  time  together  at  this 
"  ieafon,  which  may  be  truly  called  a  feaft  of 
"  charity ;  and  befides  the  public  friends  be- 
"  longing  to  this  meeting,  we  had  with  us  our 
"  friends  Jonathan  Tyler,  Henry  Payton  and 
*'  Sarah  Clark,  who,  we  are  fenfible,  came  in 
"  the  love  of  truth  to  vifit  us,  in  which  we  re- 
"  ceive  and  bid  them  God  fpeed  ;  they  have  la- 
"  boured  painfully  and  induftrioufly  in  the 
"  fervice  of  truth,  with  good  acceptance,  and 
44  are  now  near  leaving  us,  in  order  to  return 
'*  to  England,  whom  we  pray  God  to  protect, 

"  and 


PEOPLE    called    QJTAKERS.  513 

"  and  give  them  their  flieaves  in  their  bofoms,  chap. 
"  and  provoke  others  to  the  like  fervices,  Q*  y^J. 
"  which  we  fhall  be  at  all  times  glad.  , 

"  Our  exercife  with  the  Separatifts  is  much 
"  over  here,  only  our  lamentation  over  fome  of 
"  the  moll  fimple  of  them,  for  whofe  return 
"  we  wait,  fince  they  have  ceafed  to  give  us 
"  difturbance  as  formerly  ;  they  are  at  great  va- 
"  riance  amongft  themfelves,  biting  and  de- 
"  vouring  one  another,  and  furely  the  Lord  is 
"  letting  fall  fhowers  of  confufion  upon  them, 
"  they  continue  ftill  going  back,  divers  of  them 
"  to  water  baptifm,  about  which,  and  the  fup- 
"  per,  and  the  lawfulnefs  of  oaths,  a  great  part 
"  of  their  contention  is. 

"  We  are  fenfible,  dear  friends,  of  your  exer- 
"  cife  with  that  malicious  unruly  inftrument 
"  George  Keith,  the  weight  of  which  we  bore 
"  here  for  fome  time,  and  therefore  can  the 
"  more  fenfibly  fympathize  with  you,  and  you 
"  by  your  prefent  exercife  with  us.  But  glory 
"  to  God,  though  the  rage  of  him  and  his  adhe- 
"  rents  be  great,  yet  their  time  is  fhort  and  they 
"  are  falling  apace,  and  that  power  before  which 
"  they  have  begun  to  fall  fhall  accomplilh  what 
"  is  yet  behind  concerning  them,  and  fo,  dear 
"  friends,  we  conclude  letting  you  know  that 
"  through  the  Lord's  great  mercy  we  enjoy  our 
','  health  generally  here  and  in  the  blefled  fel- 
"  lowfhip  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  reft  your 
"  friends  and  brethren. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  and   by   appointment  of 
"  the  meeting  by 

«  PHINEAS   PEMBERTON." 

Vol.  III.  K  k  Thomas 
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Thomas  Janney,  from  Bucks  county,  Penfyl- 
vania,  in  the  year  1698  vifited  friends  in  New 
England  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  as  did 
alfo  at  different  times  in  the  fame  year  John 
Simcock,  James  Dilworth,  William  Biles,  John 
Willsford  and  Nicholas  Wain,  all  from  Penfyl- 
vania  ;  Richard  Gove  alfo  this  year  went  with 
Thomas  Chalkley  on  a  religious  vifit  to  friends 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Several  fettlers  as  we  have  feen  had  already  ar- 
rived from  Wales  to  Penfylvania  ;  Hugh  Roberts 
who  was  on  a  vifit  there  from  hence,  flayed  till 
this  year,  when  being  about  to  return,  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  North  Wales  who  had 
refolved  to  return  with  him,  having  fettled  their 
affairs  for  that  purpofe,  they  together  in  the 
fpring  failed  from  Liverpool  in  a  velfel  belonging 
to  Robert  Haydock,  Ralph  Williams  comman- 
der, and  touching  at  Dublin,  failed  from  thence 
the  firft  of  the  third  month  ;  fhortly  after  they 
got  to  fea  the  bloody  flux  began  among  the  pai- 
fengers,  an«i  proved  very  mortal,  forty-five  of 
them  and  three  failors  having  died  before  their 
arrival  at  Philadelphia,  which  was  not  till  the 
7th  of  the  5th  month  following.  When  arrived 
they  met  with  a  kind  reception,  not  only  from 
their  relations  and  acquaintance,  that  were  in 
the  country  before,  but  from  others  who  were 
mere  ftrangers  to  them,  in  that  they  under- 
ftood  not  their  language,  fo  that  it  then  appear- 
ed to  them,  that  chriftian  love  prefided  even  a- 
mongft  thofe  of  a  different  fpcech  and  profefTion, 
for  they  were  not  now  many  of  them  of 
thofe  called  Quakers  ;  in  the  latter  end  of  this 
year  William  Jones,  Thomas  Evans,  Robert 
Evans,  Owen  Evans,  Cadwallader  Evans,  Hugh 

Griffith, 
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Griffith,  John  Hugh,  Edward  Foulke,  John  CHAP. 
Humphrey,  Robert  Jones  and  others,  having  xin. 
purchafed  of  Robert  Turner  ten  thoufand  acres  of  ^v^ 
land,  in  the  following  year  began  to  improve  and  l698- 
fettle  it,  and  called  the  townfhip  Gwynedd,  which 
is  in  Englifh  North  Wales.  There  were  for  fome 
time  after  their  fettlement,  but  a  few  of  the 
paflengers  in  the  (hip  before  mentioned  that  had 
made  open  profeffion  with  friends,  but  feveral 
of  them  had  inclinations  after  it,  which  proba- 
bly was  not  unknown  to  Evan  Evans,  the  then 
officiating  miffionary  to  the  epifcopalians  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, who  made  them  feveral  vifits  with  of- 
fers of  fervice,  but  difcovering  no  encourage- 
ment in  the  way  he  feemed  to  aim  at,  left  them. 
After  fome  time  they  were  generally  convinced, 
and  more  thoroughly  eftabhfhed  in  the  princi- 
ples they  had  efpoufed,  and  with  their  families 
met  often  together  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in 
(Hence,  at  the  houfes  of  John  Hugh  and^  John 
Humphrey,  and  for  their  encouragement  in  this 
way  many  of  their  country-folk,  and  others  of 
their  brethren  in  profeffion,  fome  of  which  were 
minifters,  came  often  to  vifit  them,  particularly 
Ellis  Pugh,  whom  they  mentioned  as  greatly  in- 
ftrumental  in  thofe  early  times  to  the  convince- 
ment  and  eftablifhment  of  many,  and  adding 
to  the  number  of  thofe  who  afterwards  profef- 
fed  with  friends;  frequent  were  his  vifits  and 
labours  in  the  miniftry,  though  he  then  lived  at 
a  confiderable  diftance,  but  in  time  removing 
within  the  verge  of  their  meeting,  he  continued 
a  fervent  labourer  among  them  to  the  end  of  his 
days,  and  many  of  them  with  good  reafon 
thought  they  had  caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful  for 

fuch  a  bleffing.  . 

K  k  2  Elizabeth 
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chap.     Elizabeth  Webb  from  Glouceflerfhire  in  Eng- 

xiii.     land,  about  this  time  travelled  through  all  the 

v*-* — '  Englifh   colonies  on  the  continent  of  America, 

1698.   where  friends  were  fettled,  and  was  eminently 

ferviceable   amongft   them  in  the  exercifc   of  a 

large  public  teftimony. 

Mary  Rogers  from   England,  was   alfo   here 
uOw  travelling  on  the  fame   account,  and  Eliza- 
beth Gamble  from  Barbadoes,  both  of  whom  vi- 
fited  the  meetings  in  thefe  provinces  to  good  fa- 
tisfaction. 
,699.        In  the  beginning  of   the  year   1699,    Roger 
R.ciii  and  Gill  and  Thomas  Story  from  England,  arrived 
life  thefe    in  Virginia,  and  from  thence  went  to  North  Ca- 
V*Ttt-        rolina,  thence  travelled  by  land  to  Philadelphia, 
taking  friends  meetings  in  their  way.  They  made 
a  fmall  (lay  in  the  city,  and  then  fet  out  for  the 
provinces  to  the  Eaftward,  which  having  vifited, 
on  their  return  they  heard  of  the  great  ficknefs 
Epidemical  in  Philadelphia,  what  is  fince  commonly  called  the 
gj2?    yellow  fever,  which  had  for  a  confiderable  time 
phia.         before  been  very  mortal  in  feveral  of  the  Weil 
India   iflands ;    toward   the   latter    end    of   the 
fummer  this  year  it  raged  there  alfo  with  unufual 
terror,  and  fo  great   was  the   vifitation,  that  a 
perfon  of  note  in  Penfylvania  *,   and    an  eye- 
witnefs,   fpeaks    of   it   in   the  following  terms, 
"  Great  was  the  majefly  and  hand  of  the  Lord, 
"  great   was  the  fear  that  fell  upon   all   flefh ; 
"  I  faw  no  lofty  airy  countenance,  nor  heard  any 
"  vain  jelling   to   move    men  to  laughter,  nor 
"  witty  repartee  to  raife  mirth,  nor  extravagant 

*  Thomas  Story,  a  lawyer,  and  afterwards  fome  time 
one  of  the  provincial  council  and  recorder  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.     Vid.  Journal  of  his  life,  page  224. 

"  feafling 
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,c  feafting  to  excite  the  lufts  and  defires  of  the  chap. 
"  flefh  above  meafure,  but  every  face  gathered     xili. 
"  palenefs,  and  many  hearts  were  humbled,  and  ^--^w-/ 
"  countenances  fallen  and  funk,  as  fuch  that  wait-     '^99- 
"  ed  every  moment  to  be  fummoned  to  the  bar 
"  and  numbered  to  the  grave.'* 

"  But  the  juft  appeared  with  open  face,  and- 
"  walked  upright  in  the  ftreets,  and  rejoiced 
"  in  fecret,  in  that  perfect  love  that  cafteth 
"  out  all  fear  ;  and  fang  praifes  to  him  who 
"  liveth  and  reigneth,  and  is  worthy  for  ever, 
"  being  refigned  unto  his  holy  will  in  all  things; 
"  faying,  Let  it  be  as  thou  wilt,  in  time,  and  in 
"  eternity,  now  and  for  ever  more  :  nor  love  of 
"  the  world,  nor  fear  of  death,  could  hinder 
"  their  resignation,  abridge  their  confidence, 
"  or  cloud  their  enjoyments  in  the  Lord." 

The  faid  friends  being  arrived  at  Philadelphia 
from  their  journey  to  the  Eaflward,  found  things 
in  this  languiming  fituation,  they  remained  there 
fome  time  with  their  friend  and  brother  in  the 
miniftry  Aaron  Atkinfon,  vifiting  and  encourag- 
ing the  lick  and  afflicled,  the  latter  after  fome 
time  was  taken  with  the  diftemper,  but  reco- 
vered. 

At  the  yearly  meeting  of  friends  held  in  the  r.  oar« 
feventh  month,  Roger  Gill,  who  from  divers  rer™aerrkable 
inftances  appears  to  have  been  very  deeply  af- 
fected with  the  prefent  heavy  calamity,  in  one 
of  his  public  addreffes  to  the  Almighty,  with 
great  zeal  and  earneflnefs  folemnly  prayed,  that 
"  the  Lord  would  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  his 
"  life  as  a  facrifice  for  his  people,  that  a  Hop 
"  might  be  put  to  the  contagion."  When  he 
firft  heard  of  this  mortality,  he  faid  he  felt  "  a 
"  great  weight  and  exercife  to  come  upon  him" 

fo 
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c  h  a  p  fo  that  he  had  no  eaie  in  his  fpirit  until  he  came 
xin.    amongft  them,  and  when  he  came,  he  not  only 

,s-""v — '  vifited  the  fick,  but  fuch  was  the  part  he  took. 
1699.  m  their  affliction,  that  he  declared  in  his  public 
preaching  that  "  when  he  was  one  hundred  miles 
"  off,  his  love  in  the  Lord  was  fuch  to  them, 
*  "  that  had  he  had  wings  he  would  have  flown  to 
"  them."  After  the  yearly  meeting  was  over 
he  often  expreffed  the  (late  of  his  mind,  and 
that  he  had  not  much  to  do  but  vifit  friends  of 
Burlington,  and  having  accompliihed  that  jour- 
ney, at  his  return  to  Philadelphia  was  taken  fick 
with  the  common  diftemper,  which  filled  him 
with  great  pain  and  affliction  of  body,  and  he 
remembered  in  his  ficknefs  "  the  free-will  of* 
"  fering  of  himfelf  up  unto  the  Lord,  faying  to 
"  thofe  about  him,  it  is  not  in  my  heart  to  re- 
"  pent  of  the  offer  I  have  made,"  and  continu- 
ed notwithstanding  his  pains  exhorting  friends  to 
faithfulnefs,  and  at  a  certain  time  faid,  "  the 
"  Lord  hath  fanctifled  my  afflictions  to  me,  and 
"  hath  made  my  ficknefs  as  a  bed  of  down ;" 
and  when  fome  of  his  friends  fpoke  as  though 
they  had  hopes  of  his  recovery,  he  faid  to  them, 
"  truly  I  have  neither  thoughts  or  hopes  about 
"  being  raifed  in  this  life,  but  I  know  I  (hall 
"  rife  fooner  than  many  imagine,  and  receive  a 
"  reward  according  to  my  works."  This  fick- 
nefs continued  feven  days  upon  him,  and  a  few 
hours  before  his  death  he  took  his  leave  of  his 
friends  about  him,  by  faying  farewell,  farewell, 
farewell,  and  calmly  paffed  from  time  to  eternity 
on  the  fecond  of  the  eighth  month. 

Death  of  The  death  of  this  good  man  by  the  common 
diftemper,  fo  foon  following  the  public  offer  he 
had  made,  and  the  ficknefs  ceafing  in  a   little 

time 
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time  afterwards,  made  it  an   occurrence  much  chap. 
taken  notice  of;  and  was  the  more  extraordinary,     xm. 
that  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  man  apt  v — ^m^J 
to  be  carried  away  by  undue  tranfports,  but  on    l699- 
the  contrary  was   much  favoured  in  his   public 
fervices. 

"  At  the  ferry,"  fays  Thomas  Story,  "  I  had 
"  the  afflicting  news  of  the  death  of  my  com- 
w  panion  Roger  Gill  at  Philadelphia,  at  which 
"  my  foul  was  greatly  bowed,  and  my  heart 
"  tendered,  and  the  ground  whereon  I  fat  was 
"  watered  with  my  tears,  in  the  conclufion 
"  whereof  I  was  fully  fatisfied  he  had  obtained 
"  a  crown  of  everlafting  peace  with  the  Lord, 
"  and  that  his  memory  mould  not  rot,  nor  his 
"  living  teflimony  fall  in  thofe  American  parts, 
"  wherein  we  had  laboured  together  from  Caro- 
"  Una  to  New  England,  where  many  hearts  had 
"  been  tendered  by  him  and  fouls  comforted, 
"  and  feveral  convinced,  and  all  through  that 
"  divine  power  by  which  he  is  now  raifed  to 
fc<  glory,  to  fmg  praifes  to  him  who  fitteth  on 
"  the  throne,  and  ruleth  and  reigneth,  and  is 
"  alone  worthy,  for  ever  and  ever,  Amen." 

James  Dickenfon,  whofe  firft  and  fecond  vifits 
have  been  mentioned  already,  did  this  year  fend 
the  following  epiftle  to  friends  in  thefe  provin- 
ces. 


"  Rogerfkail,  27th  of  1  ft  month,  1699. 

"  Dear  Friends, 

"  In  the  love  of  God,  my  foul  dearly  falutes 
"  you  all  in  the  feed  of  life,  in  which  we  are 

"  united 


52°  HISTORY     01     the 

Cxm  P'«  Unk.ed  t!le  Wh°le  World  over>  and  are  bound 

"^\      up  in  that  one  eternal  power  and  fpirit  by 

.^T^      which  we  have  been  gathered  to  be  a  people 

»         to  appear  m  the   world  to  make  mention  of 

his  name,  and  that  in  truth  and  righteoufnefs. 

;  All  wait  low  in  the  depth  of  humility,  daily 

to  feel  the  operation  and  opening  of  his  eter- 

'  nal  power  upon  your  fpirits,  that  by  it  you 

'  may  be  all  guided  in  true  fear  and  wifdom   in 

all  your  exercifes  and  fervices  for  God  in  your 

<  feyeral  gifts,  and  places  that  God   has  com- 
mitted  to  your  truft  and  charge,  that  you  all 

.     be  foewmg  forth  the   glory    and  power   and 

wifdom  of  him  that  hath  called  you  out  of 

!  ?!.dark  .world»  and  "s   ways,   cuftoms  and 

•  fafnions,  into  his  marvellous   light,  to   walk 

'  therein,  and  to  be  faithful  witneffes  for  him 

<  and  that  your  lights  may  fo  mine  before  men' 
that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  that  may 

j  glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven.    My 
'  fpirit  and  life  is  often  with  you   in  my  fecret 

"  retirement    unto  the  Lord   in    thofe    remote 

"  parts  of  the  world. 

^  "  Oh  !  my  bowels  yearn  towards  you,  night 
and  day,  for  yqur  growth  and  profperity  in 
the  truth,  that   you  may  be  kept  under    the 

"  government  of  Chrift  where  his  peace  will 
|  daily  rile  up  in  your  fouls,  which  will  far 
6  tranfcend  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and  redeem 
'  your   affeftions    out  of  the   earth,    and  the 

<  fnares  and  corruptions  that  are  in  it,  and  will 
"  draw  the  affections  heavenwards,  and  to  feek 

'  thofe  things  that  are  above,  fo  will   the  Lord 
'  blefs  you  every  way,  both   inwardly  and  out- 
;  wardly,  and  your  table  will  never  become  a 
trap  and  a  fnare  to  you. 

"  Treafure 
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"  Treafure  the  advice  given  of  old,  truft  not  chap. 
"  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  xm. 
"  and  then  he  will  abundantly  blefs  thofe  parts  v~"v>~' 
"  of  the  world  where  it  is  your  lot  to  dwell,  he  ^99- 
"  will  be  as  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  you,  and 
"  and  make  your  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
"  you  ;  keep  low,  there  is  your  fafety,  and  look 
*s  not  out  but  to  the  Lord,  whofe  eye  is  watch- 
"  ing  over  you  for  good,  and  his  hand  is  full  of 
"  bleflings  to  be  poured  down  upon  you,  if  you 
"  give  him  not  occafion  to  withhold  them  from 
"  you,  by  letting  your  minds  wander  from  him; 
"  therefore  let  an  holy  care  and  zeal  be  kept 
"  in  by  all,  to  keep  their  minds  clofe  to  the 
"  Lord,  fo  will  he  bring  up  a  godly  concern 
"  upon  your  minds,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and 
"  a  holy  ftrid:  difcipline  amongft  you,  that  all 
"  that  profefs  the  holy  truth,  walk  as  becomes 
"  truth  in  their  life  and  converfation,  and  that 
"  thofe  that  do  not,  be  dealt  with,  and  if  pof- 
"  fible  be  reclaimed,  and  if  not,  to  clear  the 
"  holy  truth  of  them,  and  to  wipe  off  the  fcan- 
"  dal,  that  may  be  caft  upon  your  holy  pro- 
"  feffion  by  their  diforderly  walkings.  I  do  not 
w  write  thofe  things  becaufe  you  know  them 
"  not,  but  to  ftir  up  your  minds  to  put  them 
"  in  practice,  and  in  order  thereto,  we  are  in 
"  the  practice  of  appointing  two  or  more  faith- 
"  ful  friends  in  every  particular  meeting  to  take 
"  infpectio;  into  the  converfation  of  friends, 
"  how  they  walk  as  becomes  truth,  and  thefe 
"  friends  of  every  meeting,  which  we  call  a  pre- 
"  parative  meeting,  becaufe  it  fits  thofe  that  are 
"  appointed,  to  give  a  true  account  to  the 
f6  monthly  meeting,  that  often  confifts  of  fe- 
"  veral,  and  takes  a  great  deal   of  work  from 

"  the 
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chap.  "  the  monthly  meeting,  things  being  done  with- 
xin.  "  0ut  going  thirher.  We  find  great  benefit  in 
v^/^sj  «  a  ftric^t  difcipline,  and  there  is  a  great  need 
1699.  «  Qf  jt  1  defire  yOU  to  keep  in  the  unity  of 
"  ihe  fpirit,  which  is  the  bond  of  peace,  and 
"  ftir  up  one  another  to  love  and  good  works, 
*'  and  that  thofe  whom  God  hath  trufted  with  hea- 
"  venly  gifts  may  all  improve  them  to  his  glory, 
"  and  ltir  up  one  another  to  vifit  remote  parts 
**  that  want  help,  as  Virginia,  Carolina,  New- 
"  England,  Earbadoes,  Jamaica,  Antigua,  Ne- 
"  vis,  and  let  all  be  done  in  the  love  of  God, 
"  fo  will  he  blefs  you  with  fpiritual  bleflings  in 
*'  his  fon  Chrift  Jems,  in  whom  I  dearly  falute 
"  you  all,  letting  you  know  I  am  well  every  way, 
"  and  to  God's  eternal  arm  of  power  I  commit 
"  you  all,  and  remain  your  friend  and  brother 
"  in  the  holy  truth, 

"  JAMES    DICKENSON." 

The  fecond  of  the  8th  month  died  Arthur 
Cooke  of  Philadelphia.  He  came  over  amongfr. 
fome  of  the  firft  fettlers,  fince  his  arrival  had 
borne  many  of  the  moil  confiderable  ports  in 
the  government,  which  he  feems  to  have  difcharg- 
ed  with  a  good  character. 
w.  Perm's     Jn  the  fixth  month  this  year,  William  Penn  with 

SetoPen-  ^s  w^e  ant*  fam^Y  t0°^  dipping  a  fecond  time 
iyUaiiia.  for  his  province  of  Penfylvania  ;  and  on  the  ninth 
of  the  feventh  month  (September)  they  fet  fail, 
and  were  near  three  months  out  at  fea.  Pro- 
vidence, by  the  tedioufnefs  of  their  voyage,  pro- 
tractinc:  the  time  of  their  arrival,  until  the  dancer 
of  the  contagious  diftemper  then  reigning  in  that 
country  was  over.     Upon   their  coming  thither, 

they 
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they  were  received    with  the  univerfal   joy   of  c  H  A  p- 
the   inhabitants.  xm. 

Being  now  determined  to  fettle  in  his  pro-  *  v"*"y 
yince,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  offices  of  govern-  I&99* 
ment,  always  preferring  the  good  of  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants  to  his  own  private  intereft  ; 
rather  remitting,  than  rigoroufly  exacting  his 
lawful  revenues :  fo  that  under  the  influence 
of  his  paternal  adminiflration  the  province  was 
in  an  eafy  and  flourifhing  condition  :  when  fome 
perfons  here  in  England,  taking  advantage  of 
his  abfence,  were  endeavouring  to  undermine 
both  his  and  other  proprietary  governments, 
under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  advancing  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown ;  and  a  bill  for  that 
purpofe  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords. 
His  friends,  the  proprietors'  and  adventurers 
here,  prefently  reprefented  the  hardfhip  of  their 
cafe  to  the  parliament,  foliciting  time  for  his 
return  to  anfwer  for  himfelf ;  and  accordingly 
giving  him  a  fpeedy  account  how  matters  flood, 
they  prefled  his  coming  over  forthwith  ;  with 
which  he  feeing  it  necelfary  to  comply,  fum- 
moned  an  affembly  to  meet  at  Philadelphia, 
to  whom,  on  the  15th  of  -September,  1701, 
he  made  the  following  fpeech,  viz. 

"  Friends, 

"  You  cannot  be  more  concerned  than  I 
(i  am  at  the  frequency  of  your  iervice  in  aflem- 
"  bly,  fince  I  am  very  fenlible  of  the  trouble 
"  and  charge  it  contra&s  upon  the  country, 
"  but  the  motives  being  confidered,  and  that 
"  you  muft  have  met  of  courfe  in  the  next 
"  month,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  it  a 
"  hardfhip  now. 

"  The 
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c  h  a  p.  cc  -j^e  reafon  that  haflens  your  feffions,  is 
"  the  neceflity  I  am  under,  through  the  endea- 
"  vours  of  the  enemies  of  the  prosperity  of 
"  this  country,  to  go  for  England  ;  where, 
"  taking  advantage  of  my  abfence,  fome  have 
"  attempted,  by  falfe  or  unreafonable  charges, 
"  to  undermine  our  government,  and  thereby 
"  the  true  value  of  our  labour  and  property. 
"  Government  having  been  our  firft  encourage- 
"  ment,  I  confefs  I  cannot  think  of  fuch  a  voy- 
"  age  without  great  reludancy  of  mind,  having 
"  promifed  myfelf  the  quietnefs  of  a  wildernefs, 
"  and  that  I  might  flay  fo  long  at  lead  with 
<c  you,  as  to  render  every  body  entirely  eafy 
"  and  fafe.  For  my  heart  is  among  you  as 
€t  well  as  my  body,  whatever  fome  people  may 
"  pleafe  to  think ;  and  no  unkindnefs  or  dif- 
"  appointment  (hall  (with  fubmiffion  to  God's 
66  providence)  ever  be  able  to  alter  my  love  to 
"  the  country,  and  resolution  to  return  and 
"  fettle  my  family  and  poflerity  in  it :  but 
"  having  reafon  to  believe  I  can  at  this  time 
"  bell  ferve  you  and  myfelf  on  that  fide  of 
"  the  water,  neither  the  rudenefs  of  the  feafon, 
"  nor  tender  circumflances  of  my  family,  can 
"  over-rule  my  inclinations  to  undertake  it. 

"  Think,  therefore,  (fince  all  men  are  mortal) 
ct  of  fome  fuitable  expedient  and  provifion  for 
"  your  fafery,  as  well  in  your  privileges  as  pro- 
"  perty,  and  you  will  find  me  ready  to  comply 
"  with  whatfoever  may  render  us  happy  by  a 
'c  nearer  union  of  our  interefts. 

"  Review  again  your  laws  ;  propofe  new  ones 
"  that  may  better  your  circumflances  ;  and 
"  what  you  do,  do  quickly,  remembering  that  the 
**  parliament   fits   the   end   of  the   next  month, 

"  and 
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"  and  that  the  fooner  I  am  there,  the  fafer  I  hope  chap. 
"  we  mall  be  here.  vJ^L> 

"  I  mull  recommend  to  your  ferious  thoughts 
"  and  care,  the  king's  letter  to  me  for  the 
"  afiiftance  of  New- York  with  350I.  fterling, 
"  as  a  frontier  government,  and  therefore  ex- 
"  pofed  to  a  much  greater  expence  in  proportion 
"  to  other  colonies  ;  which  I  called  the  lad 
"  aflembly  to  take  into  their  consideration, 
"  and  they  were  pleafed,  for  the  reafons  then 
"  given,  to  refer  to  this. 

"  I  am  alfo  to  tell  you  the  good  news  of  the 
"  governor  of  New- York,  his  happy  iinie  of 
"  his  conferences  with  the  five  nations  of  Indi- 
"  ans,  that  he  hath  not  only  made  peace  with 
"  them,  for  the  king's  fubjects  of  that  colony, 
"  but  (as  I  had  by  fome  letters  before  defired 
"  himj  for  thofe  of  all  other  governments  under 
"  the  crown  of  England  on  the  continent  of 
"  America,  as  alfo  the  nations  of  Indians 
"  within  thofe  refpective  colonies  :  which  cer- 
"  tainly  merits  our  acknowledgments. 

"  I  have  done,  when  I  have  told  you,  that 
"  unanimity  and  difpatch  are  the  life  of  bufinefs, 
"  and  that  I  defire  and  expect  from  you,  for 
"  your  own  fakes,  fince  it  may  fo  much  contri- 
"  bute  to  the  difappointment  of  thofe  that  too 
"  long  have  fought  the  ruin  of  our  young 
"  country." 

The  Affembly's  Addrefs. 

"  May  it  pleafe  the  Proprietary  and  Governor, 

"  "We  have  this  day  in  our  aflembly  read  thy 
"  fpeech,  delivered  yeflerday  in   council ;    and 

"  havins: 
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C  xiii  P" "  n:ivmg  duly  confidered  the  fame,  cannot  but 
^.^^  "  be  under  a  deep  (enfe  of  forrow  for  thy  pur- 
1701.  "  pofe  of  fo  fpeedily  leaving  us,  and  at  the  fame 
"  time  taking  notice  of  thy  paternal  regard  to 
"  us  and  our  pofteritv,  the  freeholders  of.  this 
"  province,  and  territories  annexed,  in  thy 
*'  loving  and  kind  expreffions  of  being  ready 
"  to  comply  with  whatfoever  expedient  and 
"  provifions  we  fhall  offer  for  our  fafety,  as  well 
"  in  privileges  as  property,  and  what  elfe  may 
"  render  us  happy  in  a  nearer  union  of  our 
"  interefts ;  not  doubting  the  performance  of 
*c  what  thou  haft  been  fo  lovingly  pleafed  to 
"  promife,  we  do  in  much  humility,  and  as  a 
"  token  of  our  gratitude,  return  unto  thee 
"  the  unfeigned  thanks  of  this  houfe. 

"  Subfcribed  by  order  of  the  houfe, 

«  JOSEPH  CROWDON,  fpeaker." 

The  next  month  he  took  {hipping  for  England, 
and  fafely  arriv'd  at  Portfmouth  about  the  mid- 
dle of  December  ;  and  the  fame  month  came  up 
to  London :  after  his  return,  the  bill,  which, 
through  his  friends  folicitatious,  had  been  poft- 
poned  the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  was  wholly 
dropped,  and  no  farther  progrefs  made  in  that 
affair.  It  doth  not  appear  that  after  this  he 
returned  any  more  to  Penfylvania. 

End  of  the  Third  Volume. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  third  volume  of  this  hiflory  being  now 
finilhed  according  to  the  propofals,  it  is  appre- 
hended it  may  be  mofl  acceptable  to  the  fubfcri- 
bers  to  be  immediately  furnifhed  therewith,  al- 
though not  yet  brought  up  to  the  prefent  time. 
And  notwithstanding  at  firft  it  was  expected  the 
whole  might  be  comprehended  in  three  volumes, 
yet  through  an  endeavour  to  introduce  as  full  and 
diftinc"t  accounts  of  the  lives  and  fervices  of  the 
molt  confiderable  members  of  the  fociety,  as  the 
materials  in  the  author's  hands  and  fupplies  of 
new  matter  enabled  him,  to  which  his  attention 
was  particularly  turned,  (agreeable  to  the  opinion 
and  wifhes  of  fundry  friends,)  it  now  appears  a 
fourth  volume  will  be  necellary  to  complete  his 
plan,  which,  from  the  materials  in  his  hands, 
he  is  willing  to  hope  will  prove  no  unacceptable 
addition.  If  his  endeavours  to  accommodate 
the  defire  and  expectations  of  friends  in  a 
general  way,  may  appear  to  feme  readers  to 
have  drawn  him  into  too  great  a  prolixity, 
he  hopes  their  fympathetic  feelings  with  an 
author  who  hath  many  different  taftes  and  tem- 
pers to  gratify,  will  plead  in  his  favour  to  mode- 
rate cenfure,  and  form  a  candid  judgment  of  his 
laborious  undertaking.  If  the  fourth  volume,  fall 
fhort  of  the  extent  of  the  former,  the  price  will 
be  reduced  in  proportion  :  And  if  any  friends 
arc  poifefled  of  any  authentic  anecdotes,  which 
may  be  conducive  to  the  elucidation  or  com- 
pletion of  the  fucceeding  part,  they  will  be  grate- 
fullv  accepted  by  the  author, 

J.  G. 

4m0.  29th  . 
1790. 
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THIRD     VOLUME. 


A. 

f\CT  patted  in  Barbadoes  to 
prevent  the  Quakers  from  bring- 
ing Negroes  to  their  meetings, 
p.  63. 

of  toleration  patted,  p.  232 

of  fettlement  repealed,   p. 

268. 

Addrefs  of  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers to  king  Charles  II.  p.  5. — 
Fictitious  one  to  king  James,  p. 
160. — Firft  to  king  James,  p. 
162. — Second  to  ditto,  p.  189. 
— To  king  William  on  the  trea- 
ty of  Ryfwick,  p.  416.' — To 
ditto,  on  the  French  King's  pro- 
claiming the  Pretender  king  of 
Vol.  III. 


England,  p.  456. — Forged  ad- 
drefs published,  p.  457. 

Affairs  (public.)  See  public  af- 
fairs. 

Affirmation-a£t,  application  for 
One,  p.  402,  403. — Committee 
appointed  to  folicit  the  patting 
it,  p.  405. — Form  of  the  af- 
firmation, p.  408. 


B. 


Bangs,  Benjamin,  vifits  Ireland, 
p.  39. — At  Antrim  meets  with 
rude  treatment,  ibid. — His  con- 
ference with  a  company  he  fell 
in  with  on  the  road,  p.  41. 

Barbadoes,  &c.  the  firft  American 
L  1  plantation 
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plantation  vifited  by  the  people 
called  Quakers,  p.  46. — Ge- 
neral iniprifon merit  there,*  p. 
47. — Grearett  fufterings  for  re- 
fufing  to  bear  arms,  ibid.  See 
George  Fox. — Priefts  there  en- 
deavour to  ftir  up*  perfecution, 
p.  5  3.      See  confeflion  of  faith. 

Barclay,  Robeu,  writes  his  anar- 
chy of  the  Ranters,  p.  15. — 
He  is  calum-ni  'ted  by  the  fepa- 
ratifts,  ibid. — S^re  William  Ro- 
gers. See  Bifhops.  His  death 
and  character,  p.  238. 

. ,  David,,  account  of  him, 

S    P-  1  Si. 

Barry,  Jarcie.-,.  in-'  Independent 
preacher,  calumniates  friends, 
and  being  defired  to  give  them 
a  meeting  evades  it,  p.  2^3- 

Eenner,  William,  account  of  him, 
p.  30. — His  frequent  imprifon- 
ments,  ibid. — Dies  in  pnfon  in 
in  confequence  of  the  hard/hips 
he  fuffered  there,  p.  33. 

Bierly,  Colonel,  neglects  to  pro- 
tect the  profeftants,  p.   2  82. 

Bifhops  committed  to  the  tower 
for  declining,  to  distribute  the 
king's  fecund  declaration,  p.  1 97. 
Robert  Barclay  hath  a  confer- 
ence with  them,  p.  198. — 
Tried  and  acquitted,  p.   202. 

Burlington,  (W  eft  J^rfey)  yearly 
meeting  eftabli'flied  there,  p. 
1  jo. 

Burnett,  (bifli~>p)  his  account  of 
George  Keith,  p.  443. — Re- 
marks thereupon,  p.  444,  &c. 

Burnyeat,  John,  imprifoned,  p. 
44. — Goes  to  America,  p.  75. 
— In  Maryland  finds  friends 
troubled  by  Thomas  Thurfton 
s»d  his  party  ;   but  by    tracing 


out  fa£h  he  is  made  manifeir, 
p.  76. — In  Virginia  finds  friends 
feduced  by  J.  Perrot  to  forfaka 
meetings,  ibid. — With  much  fo- 
liciration  he  gets  a  meeting  a- 
mong  them,  p.  77. — Which  13 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  ma- 
ny, p.  78  — He  pays  a  fecond 
vifit  to  friends  in  America,  p. 
79. — The  half  year's  meeting  at 
Oyfter-bay  difhirbed  by  the  op- 
pofirion  of  fome  diforderly  pro- 
feifurs,  p.  80. — J  Burnyeat  op- 
pofes  their  cavil-,  and  vindicates- 
friends,  p.  81. — Embarks  for 
Maryland,  p.  82. — Goes  to 
New  I  nglrvnd. — Meeting  atSci- 
tuatedifturbed,  p.  93.— A  prieft 
procures  a  warrant  againft  him 
and  John  Stubby  See  John 
Stubbs. — His  death  and  cha- 
radter,  p.  291 . 


Confeflion  of  faith  publriTied  h 
Harbadoes,  to  obviate  the  en- 
deavours of  the  priefts  to  render 
friends  fufpt&ed,  p.  53. — To- 
leration a£t  clogged  with  one,, 
p.  232. — Friends  propofe  a  con- 
feflion of  their  own,   p.  234. 

Convention  turned  into  a  parlia- 
ment, p.  2  2  J.. 


D. 


Declaration  of  fidelity  allowed  to 
Quakers,  inftead  of  the  oath  of 
srilegiance,   p.  23^. 

Diflenters  in   Ireland   ordered    to 

di (continue  their  meetings,  but 

friends  keep  up  theirs,  p.  43. — 

For 
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For  which  John  Burnyeat   and 
others  are  imprifoned,  p. 44. 


Edmund/bury  (Suffolk)  the  magi- 
strates thereof  draw  up  an  acri- 
monious petition  to  parliament 
againft  the  Quakers  (fo  called) 
p.  422.     Which  is  fuppreffed, 

Edmundfon,  William,  imprifoned 
for  tithes,  p.  42.  Hath  a  con- 
ference with  the  biihop,  which 
procures  his  li'oeny,  p.  43. — 
Lands  in  Barbadoes,  p.  48. — 
In  company  with  Thomas  Briggs 
proceeds  to  Antigua,  where 
they  have  good  fervice,  p.  50. 
— Thence  to  Nevis,  where  they 
are  not  fuffered  to  land,  p.  51. 
— He  fails  from  Ireland  for 
Barbadoes  a  fecond  time,  p.  57. 
— Difputes  with  a  prieft,  who 
complains  to  the  governor  a- 
gainft  him,  p.  59 — William 
Edmundfon  vifits  the  gover- 
nor, and  brings  him  to  mo- 
deration, ibid. — Appears  be- 
fore the  council,  where  the 
prielt,  unable  to  prove  his 
charges,    meets    with     merited 


reproof,  p. 


-William  Ed- 


mundfon writes  an  epiule  to 
the  governor,  &c.  p,  62. — Goes 
xo  Virginia,  p  K5-. — Thence 
through  the  wildernefs  to  Ca- 
rolina, p.  S6. — Returns,  and 
gets  difcipline  elhibliihed  in 
Virginia,  p.  87. — Proceeds  to 
New  Yoik,  p.  88. — Travels 
eaftward  In  danger  by  reafon 
of  the   Indian  war,  p.    106. — 


Vifits     a    religious    people    at 
Reading,    p.    108. — Vifits  the 
feventh-day  baptifrs,  p.  it  I. — 
Goes  to  New  Hertford  through 
jeopardy,     p.    115, — Is    taken 
prifoner  there,     but  difcharged 
next   day,  p.    117. — E.  Tarff, 
a  ranter,  oppofeth  him,  p.  1 18. 
— His  Indian  guide  lofeth  his 
way  in  the  woods,  p.  120. — In 
Virginia  he  lofeth  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs   by  the   cold,  p.    122. — 
Goes  to   Carolina  through  the 
wildernefs  in  a  time  of  danger, 
p.  124. — Warns   friends  of  an 
approaching    day    of    trial,    p. 
262. — Propofeth    to    his    Ivifh 
neighbours     an    interchange    of 
good  offices,   p.  2 76. — Endea- 
vours to  ferve  the  Itifti  notwith- 
standing    their     infincerity,     p. 
277. — Plundered,     but    is   not 
free  to  remove,  p.  282. — His 
houfe    fet  on    fire,  and  himfelf 
and    fons    taken     prrfoners,     p. 
283. — Carried      to      Ath'ione, 
where   they  are  in  danger  from 
the  populace,  p.  2^5. —  Brought 
•before  Colonel  Grace,  relealed 
upon  parole,  and  foon  after  fet 
at  liberty,  ibid. — His  wife,  Src. 
endeavouring    to    remove    the 
flock    off    her    fon's    tan-yard, 
furprized  by  the  rapparees,  who 
flrip  her,   whereby  fhe  got  cold, 
from  which  fhe  never  recovered, 
F2S7:  ' 
Ellwood,  Thomas,  his    epifHe  of 
caution    concerning   G.    Keith, 
p.  384. — Aniwers  Keith's  nar- 
rative, p.  390. 
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F. 

Fox,  George,   goes  to  America 
in  company  with   feveral  other 
friends,  p.  48. — Lands  in  Bar- 
badoes,     ibid. — Convenes     the 
mens'  and  womens'   meetings, 
p  49. — Pays  a  vifit  to  the  go- 
vernor,    ibid.  —  Hath    a    large 
meeting  at   Bridgetown,  p.  50. 
See    confeflion    of    faith. — He 
and  his  companions   accufed   of 
teaching  the  negroes   to   rebel, 
p.   54. — Againft    which   charge 
they   vindicate    themfelves,    p. 
55. — He    pafieth   to   Jamaica, 
fails    for    Maryland,  and  is   in 
danger  pafling  the  gulf  of  Flo- 
rida,   p.   83. — At  the   general 
meeting  at  Welt  River  explains 
the   benefit  of  meetings  of  dif- 
cipline,  p.  84  — Goes  through 
the   wildernefs    to    New    Eng- 
land, p.    89. — Lodged    in    the 
houfe  of  an  Indian  king,  p.  90. 
— Half-year's  meeting  in  Long 
Ifland,    p.    91. — Yearly  meet- 
ing in  Rhode  Ifland,  difcipline 
eftabliined,     p.     92. — Travels 
to  Maryland  through  the  woods, 
and  thence  to  Carolina,  p.  104. 
— Vifits    the    Indians,    ibid. — 
Returns    home,    ibid. — Writes 
an    epiflle    to    Penfylvania,     p. 
147. — An  cpiflle  of  caution  to 
friends  on  regaining  their  liberty, 
p.    180. — His  death  and   cha- 
racter, p.  242. 
Fretwel,   Ralph,  a  judge  in  Bar- 
badoes,  convinced,  and  turned 
out  of  his  place,  p.  50. 

G. 

Gregfon,  George,  account  of  him, 
p.  290. 


H. 

Highwood,  Humphry,    imprifon- 

ed,  p.  46. 
Hooton,  Eliz.  her  death,  p.  56. 


I. 


James  II.  afcends  the  throne, 
p.  160. — Addrefleth  the,  par- 
liament in  a  magifterial  flrain, 
p.  166. — Friends  renew  their 
folicitation  in  favour  of  thofe 
in  prifon,  p.  167. — The  king's 
order  for  their  releafe,  ibid. — 
His  firfl:  declaration  for  liber- 
ty of  confeience,  p.  188. — Se- 
cond, p.  197. — King  James 
flees  to  France,  p.  203. — Land* 
in  Ireland,  p.  269. — Leaves 
that  kingdom,  p.  266. — His 
death,  p.  455. 

Jay,  John  (of  Barbadoes),  appa- 
rently killed  by  a  fall  from 
his  horfe,  recovered  by  the 
bringing  his  neck,  which  was 
diflocated,    into    its     place,    p. 

TOI. 

Indians,    their  treaty    with  Wil- 
liam   Penn,     p.     136. — Their 
„  kindnefs  to  the  planters,  ibid. — 
The     concern     of    friends     to 
prevent    felling    them    rum,    p. 
$c6,  and    their  care   for  their 
instruction,  &C  p.  307. 
Informers  attempt   to  procure  the 
imprifonment     of    G.    White- 
head   and   others,    p.    174. — 
Difcouraged,  J  75. 
Ireland,     friends     there     recom- 
mend a  collection  for  the  relief 
of  thofe  in  England,  p.  251. — 
Earl  of  Tyrconnel,    lord   lieu- 
tenant, difarms  the  proteftants, 
many 


INDEX. 


jnany  of  whom  flee  to  England, 
p.    263 — The   natives   fpirited 
to  infolence,  p.  264. — A  mal- 
facre    apprehended,   p.    265. — 
W.   Edmundfon    having    been 
abufed     by     troopers    goes    to 
Dublin  to  complain  to  the  go- 
vernment,  p.  265. — Tyrconnel 
hears    their  complaint  with   re- 
luctance, p.  266. — They  make 
application    to  others,     ibid. — 
They  are  referred  to  the  chief 
jullice    Nugent,   by  whom    the 
troopers  are  committed  to  jail, 
p.  267. — Ad  of  fettlement  re- 
pealed, p.   268. — King   James 
lands  in  Ireland,  which  becomes 
the  feat  of  war,  p.  269. — The 
people  called  Quakers  keep  their 
habitations  and  meetings  in  the 
midfl;    of  danger,    ibid.  —  The 
proteflants  of  Londonderry  re- 
folve   to   defend  themfelves,  p. 
272. — The   war  breaking  out, 
friends,  with  others,  expofed  to 
great  lofs  and  hardfhip,  p.  273. 
■ — Battle  of  the  Boyne,  ibid  — 
King  James    leaves    the    king- 
dom, p     274. — Parties  of  the 
Irifh  army  cruelly  plunder  the 
protectants,  p.  275. — King  Wil- 
liam   pnblifheth  a  general   pro- 
clamation of  pardon,  p.  277. — 

See    William    Edmundfon. 

The  Irifh  army,  left  under  no 
/Irict  difcipline,  plunder  the 
country,  p.  279. — The  half- 
year's  meeting  held  in  courfe 
in  this  perilous  feafon,  p.  280. 
— A  mortal  diftemper  breaks 
out,  p.  290. — Care  of  friends 
there  to  prelerve  their  members 
from  anxious  purfuit  of  riches, 
p.   460. — Their  fentiments   in 


•  refped  to  the  affirmation,  p. 
461. — Their  care  in  maintain- 
ing the  difcipline,  p.  462. — A 
provincial  viht  performed,  p. 
473. — Epiftlefrom  the  province 
meeting  at  Caitledermot,  p.  474. 

K. 

Keith, George,  removes  to  Penfyl- 
vania,  p.  317. — Is  appointed 
mailer  of  the  free-fchool  there, 
p.  318. — His  education,  &c.  p. 
3  19. — Entertains  fome  fanciful 
notions,  p.  321. — Lets  in  an 
afpiring  mind,  p.  323. —  Begins 
to  quanxl  with  friends,  p.  325. 
— Treats  Thomas  Lloyd  and 
other  magi  Urates  with  great 
rudenefs,  p.  330.  —  RcfledTs 
upon  the  meeting  of  miniUers* 
P  33 x ■—  Difowned,  p.  33 3 . — 
Sets  up  a  feparate  meeting,  p. 
339 — Reflects  upon  the  magi- 
strates, &c.  p  341. — Prefented 
by  the  grand  jury,  p.  342. — His 
cafe  brought  before  the  yearly 
meeting,  p  382. — Ordained  a. 
prieft,  p.  442. — Bifhop  Bur- 
net's account  of  him,  p.  443.-— 
Difowned  by  the  yearly  meet- 
ing, p.  445,  446. — His  par- 
tisans in  America  continue  trou- 
blefome,  p.  506. — They  fall 
into  divifions  and  dwindle 
away,    p.  511. 


Life  of  William  Bennet,  p.  30. 

Thomas  Stordy,  p.  33. 

Eliz.  Hooton,  p. 56. 

John  Thomas,  p.  149. 

Thomas  Langhorn,  p .155. 

Life 
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Life  of  William  Gibfon,  p.  i  54. 

David  Barclay,  p.  181 . 

Anne  Whitehead,  p.  183. 

Alexander  Parker,  p.  237. 

Robert  Lodge,  p.  243. 

Robert  Barclay,  p.  246. 

George  Fom,  p.  250. 

Thomas Safchoufe, p.  255. 

Thomas  Carleton,  p.  260. 

George  Gregfon,  p.    290. 

John  Burnyeat,  p.  2£i 

Robert  and  Jane  Owen,  p. 

301. 

John  Skein,  p.  304. 

ChriiropherTaylor,  p  309. 

• — Stephen  Crifp,  p.  360. 

Rebecca  Travers,  p.  219. 

William  Dewfoury,  p.2 23. 

Charles  Marfliall,  p.  423. 

John  Crook,  p.  433. 

Kobert  Barrow,  p.  489. 

Lurting,  Thomas,  p.  127,  note. 


N. 

x'cw-England.  Thatcher,  priefr.  of 
Bofton,  endeavours  to  revive 
perfecution,  p.  95. — James  Lan- 
caster  and   John  Stubbs  impri- 

foned    and    banimed,     ibid 

Death  of  Richard  BeJlingham, 
ibid  — Rigidnefs  frill  prevalent 
there,  p  99 — Meeting  at  Neyr- 
London  broken  up  by  officers 
and  armed  men,  p.  113. 

Norfolk,  fome  priefts  thereof  chal- 
lenge a  difpute,  p.  417.  —  Pub- 
lish two  abufive  tracls,  p.  418. 
. — Procure  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment againft  the  Quakers,  p. 
Hvj. — Which  is  fuppreHed,  p. 
421. 


O. 

Oaths  application  for  relief  in  re 
gard  thereto,  p.  402,  403.    See 
affirmation. 

Orange,  prince  of,  application  to 
him  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of 
the  penal  and  teft  laws,  and  his 
anfwer,  p.  196. —  Invades  Eng- 
land,   p.    203. He    and   the 

Priricefs  declared  King  and 
Queen  of  England,  ibid,  and  p. 
229. 

Owen,  Robert  and  Jane,  account 
of  them,  p.  30  r. 


Parliament     excepts    againit    the 
king's     difpenfing     power,     p. 

Penn,  "William,  writes  A  brief 
Examination  of  Liberty  fpi- 
ritual,  p.  15.— -Goes  to  Pen- 
fylvania,  p.  134. — Returns, 
p.  153. — His  intimacy  at  court 
fubjects  him  to  cenfure  and  fuf- 
picion,  p.  j  79. — William  Pop- 
ple's Letter  to  him,  p.  204. — 
His  anfwer,  p.  210. — Sum- 
moned before  the  lords  of  coun- 
cil, p.  219. —  His  further  trou- 
bles, p.  238. — Pays  a  vilittothe 
weftern  counties,  p.  399. — 
Appoints  a  meeting  c.t  Well  , 
which  is  broken  up,  p.  401  — 
Yifiis  Ireland  in  company  with 
Thomas  Story  and  John  Eve- 
rot,  p.  464. — Meetings  largely 
attended,  ibid. — Horfes  feized 
at  Rofs,  p.  465. — Meeting  at 
Cafhel  attempted  to  be  dif;;e:led, 
p  467. — Their  epiftle  to  the 
yearly 
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yearly  meeting,  p.  470. — Goes 
to  America  a  fecond  time  with 
purpofe  to  re  fide  there,  p.  522. 
But  by  fome  invidious  attempts 
to  injure  him  there  is  obliged  to 
return  to  England,  ibid. 
Penfylvania  granted  to  William 
Penn,  from  whom-  it  receiveth 
its  name,  and  who  is  made  pro- 
prietor thereof,  p.  131 . — W. 
Penn  publimeth  an  account  of 
the  country,  p.  1  32.— His  let- 
ter to  the  Indians,  p.  133. — 
Takes  (hipping  fur  his  province, 
p.  134. — Is  received  with  de- 
monlhations  of  affection,  p. 
135. — His  treaty  with  the  In- 
dians, p.  136. — Kindnefs  of 
the  Indians  to  the  new  fettlers, 
ibid. — Firff  general  afftmbly, 
p.  138. — Their  unanimity,  ibid. 
—  Conftitution  and  government, 

P-  x39- 

Perrot,  John,  fome  at  Salem  car- 
ried away  with  his  notions,  p. 
96.      See  John  Burnyeat. 

Philadelphia  begun  to  be  built,  p. 
1 46.— Meeting-houfc  built  there, 
p.  300. 

Public  affairs,  p.  4,  p.  165,  Sec. 

Quakers,  fictitious  addrefs  to  king 
James  attributed  to  them,  p. 
J  60. — Their  firft  application  to 
King  James,  and  their  fuffering 
cafe,  p.  162,  &c. — Their  com- 
plaint and  petition  againff.  in- 
formers, p.  170. — Requelr. 
commiiTioners  to  examine  the 
truth  of  their  allegations,  which 
is  granted,  p.  172. — Commif- 
fioners  draw  up  their  report,  p. 
173. — Their  fuffering  as  popifh 


recufants  laid  before  the  king, 
who  grants  a  noli  prefequi,  p. 
1  7 8. — Generally  keep  their  ha- 
bitations in  Ireland  during  the 
time  of  the  war,  p.  290. — 
Thofe  in  London  hearing  of 
the  difference  in  America  raifed 
by  George  Keith,  write  their 
advice  thereupon,  p.  327. 


11. 


Remarks  upon  an  acl  paffed  in  Bar- 
badoes  refpecting  the  negroes, 
and  on  the  flave  trade,  p.  65. — 
Upon  bifhop  Burnet's  account  of 
George  Keith,  p.  444. 

Reprefentation  of  the  Quakers 
cafe  of  not  fwearing,  p.  37  r . 

Rogers,  William,  drawn  into  the 
feparation  by  John  Story,  and 
advocates  the  caufe,  p.  16. — ■ 
Objects  againff  R.  Barclay's 
anarchy,  &c.  ibid. — And  though 
affecting  to  be  reconciled  con- 
tinues to  publifh  reflections  upon 
him,  p.  1  7  — Publifhes  a  virulent 
book,  under  the  title  of  The 
Chriftian  Quaker,  &c.  ibid. — 
Sends  notice  to  the  yearly  meet- 
ing that  he  would  defend;  faid 
book,  &c.  p.  18. — Meeting  at 
Devonmire-houfe,ib;d.— Hefud- 
denly  leaves  London,  p.  19.  See 
T.  Elwoodand  G.  Whitehead. 


S. 


Separation  headed  by  John  Wii- 
kinfon  and  John  Story,  p.  9. — 
Caufes  thereof,  ibid. — They  en- 
deavour to  form  a  party,  p.  10. 
■ — And  caufe  a.  divifion  in  the 
quaiterly  meeting  of  Weftmor- 
land, 
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land,  p.  II. — The  cafe  referred 
to  indifferent  friends,  p.  12. — 
who  give  judgment  againit.  the 
feparatifts,  p.  13. — Meeting  at 
Drawell  confirms  the  judgment, 
p.  14. — The  cafe  brought  be- 
fore the  yearly  meeting,  ibid.  See 
W.  Penn,  Rob.  Barclay,  Wil- 
liam  Rogers. 

Simpfon,  Launcelot,  profecutes 
Thomas  Stordy,  p.  35. —  And 
Richard  Banks  (note)  ibid. 

Slave-trade,  remarks  thereupon, 
p.  69. 

Snake  in  the  Grafs,  p.  391. — Re- 
marks thereupon,  p.  392,  393. 
Abounds  in  fcurrility  and  falfe- 
hood,p  394. — Anfwered,  ibid. 

Stordy,  Thomas,  account  of  him, 
p.  33. — In  prifon  ten  years  at 
CarlifTe,  p.  34. — Dies  in  pri- 
fon, p.  36. 

Story,  Thomas,  account  of  his 
convincement,  p.  351. — Con- 
ceives offence  at  fome  ceremo- 
nies in  the  public  worfhip,  p. 
352. — Goes  to  a  meetmg  of 
the  Quakers,  p.  356. — Owns 
himfelTto  be  one,  p.  358. — 
Receives  a  gift  in  the  miniftry, 

P-  359 

Stubbs,  John,  anil  John  Burn- 
yeat  travel  together  into  New 
England,  p.  98. — At  Green- 
wich  a  prieft  raifes  an  expecta- 
tion of  a  difpute,  but  procures 
a  warrant  to  apprehend  them, 
p.  100. 

T. 

Tyrconnel,  Earl  of,  difarms  the 
protectants  in  Ireland,  p.  263. 


Thatcher,    priefl  of   Bollon,   en- 
deavours  to  revive  persecutions 

P-95- 

Tithes,  friends  irill  liable  to  ex- 
orbitant (ufferings  on  account 
"thereof,  p.  395. — And  prefent 
a  petition  to  the  king  in  relation 
thereto,  p.  396.  — Claufe  in  the 
affirmation  acl  reflecting  them, 
p.  408. 

W. 

Weft  Jerfey,  fetdement  of  friends' 
there,  p.  1 25 — They  hold  their 
meetings  at  firfl  in  a  tent,  p. 
126. — Commence  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  yearly  meeting 
of  London,  ibid.  See  Bur- 
lington. 

Widders,  Robert,  accompanies  G. 
Fox  in  vifiting  fundry  parts  of 
America,  p.  101,  &c. 

Wheatly,  Caleb,  (who  had  joined 
G.Keith)  his  acknowledgment, 
P-  509,  &c. 

Williams,  Roger,  (of  Providence, 
NewEngland)  challenges  friends 
to  a  difpute,  p  97. 

Wilfon,  Thomas,  in  company  with 
James  Dickenfon,  vifits  friends 
in  North  America*  p  346. — 
His  account  of,  and  conferences 
with  G.  Keith,  p.  347. 

Y. 

Yearly  meeting  alternately  at  Bur- 
lington and  Philadelphia,  p. 
1 06. 
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